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PREFACE. 



Gentle Eeaj)ee, be entreated to revert to a 
custom somewhat obsolete and read my Preface. 

The author trusts that no labored apology is 
required at his hands, for the present humble 
attempt to gather together, and to present to the 
inhabitants of Dundas Gounly , a variety of details 
chiefly connected with its history, many of which 
are more familiar to individual residents of the 
district than they are to himself. Yet a word 
or two of explanation may reasonably be sought 
for, as to the motives which prompted the attempt, 
and as to the data upon which the statements 
are founded. In respect to the motives, it may 
be asked what has induced a farmer to forsake 
his plough and to venture, an unknown wanderer, 
into the luckless paths of literature ? Eeader, 
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FREFAOE. 

a variety of circumstances have induced him for 
a time to relinquish the arduous but honorable 
labors of the farm ; in prosecuting these, while 
unfortunately for himself he has lost much that 
he now ardently wishes he could have retained^ 
he has yet acquired the valuable habit of industry 
and application. Having been reheved from the 
toils pf farming, and finding time at his disposal, 
he has looked around him to see how both time 
and opportunities might be most profitably em- 
ployed, not however in the vulgar acceptation of 
Dollars and Gents — ^he looks for no such remu- 
neration, and certainly he will be none the richer 
for having written a book — ^but for the public 
good. Por this an opportunity soon ofifered, 

The Board of Agriculture for Upper Canada 
having urgently requested the directors of County 
Societies, to transmit to them more copious and 
detailed reports of the several counties in the 
Upper Province than they had been in the habit of 
doing, and by way of inducement having (^ered 
a prize for the best report that should reach them 
j&MT the year 1859, the author volunteered to 
report upon Dunda&, and this was the origin of 
the present book. A great deal of what is here 
submitted in connection with the County waa 
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PBEPACoa. 7 

embodied in that report, and the following extract 
from its introduction is equally applicable here : 
" A correct and reliable description of each 
County, its history, capabilities, and progress, and, 
as a consequence the comparative inducements 
which each holds out to emigrants, and others 
who desire to engage in agricultural pursuits, is a 
desideratum which even the elaborate Directory 
of Canada by Mr. Lovell, and the copious and 
painstaking Census of 1851-2 have not fully 
supphed. A great deal relating to the several 
Counties may be gleaned from these sources, but 
it is a work of time and difficuliy to separate 
what is wanted from the mass of infoirmatioji 
which they contain. We have long desired to 
see a full report of each County complete in it- 
self, and we think we cannot better respond to 
the expressed wish of the Board, than by collect- 
ing fromreUable pubhc sources all that is known 
of our County, and adding from local informa- 
tion matters of interest not to be found in the 
works referred to. The belief that such a report 
would be particularly acceptable to the inhabi- 
. tants generally of the County, has induced us 
to enter freely upon many subjects which would 
not necessarily have been embraced in a strictly 
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8 PBJirACE. 

agricultural report." A variety of other matters 
attracted the attention of the writer in preparing 
that report, which the limited time did not per- 
mit him to include in it. At the soUcitation of 
some esteemed friends, the whole was revised and 
enlarged, and is now presented to the reader as 
a history of the County. He has further been 
induced to prosecute the work from the convic- 
tion, that many of the incidents connected with 
the early history of Dundas would otherwise have 
been lost, as those from whom authentic infor- 
mation can be had are now few in number, and 
are one by one in rapid succession disappearing 
from our midst. This much for the motives. 

Piracy has ever been held to be one of the 
blackest of crimes. Literary piracy is even more 
despicable stilL He who would pawn off the 
studied compositions of others as his own, may 
rest assured that in due time " his sin will find 
him out." In preparing the following pages the 
author lays very little claim to originality, further 
than in the selection and arrangement of such 
subjects as seemed suited to his purpose. This 
remark applies particularly to the first three chap- 
ters. The events therein narrated are presented 
simply as extracts from the more complete his- 
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tories of others, " Russel's History of America," 
a voluminous work published in 1776, and replete 
with authentic references, has furnished the largest 
pwt of that which relates to the discovery of 
America, and the early history of Canada; " Hali- 
burton's Nova Scotia,*' all that refers to that Pro- 
vince. From " Hough's History of St. Lawrence 
Oouniy," several interesting statements have been 
gleaned. The author of that work (a volume of 750 
pages) in commenting upon the affairs of Canada, 
notices us with good feeling, and his remarks are 
usually characterised by candor and accuracy. 
Prom " Allison " and " Montgomery Martm," we 
are enabled at times to look upon American his- 
tory, as viewed by British historians, while " Chris- 
tie," " Smith " and " Morris " have posted us up 
in local matters. The information respecting the 
battle of "Crysler's Farm" has bfeen derived 
chiefly from parties residing in the County or 
neighborhood, who were eye witnesses of every 
thing related. It is but justice also to mention, 
that in comparing their statements with the his- 
torical accounts of the above cited authorities, 
there exists no material discrepancy. Some of 
the other incidents of the war of 1812 are taken 
from a history of that war published in the 
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" Anglo American '' Magazme. The ** Montreal 
Gazette" of 1837-8-9 furnished many of the 
incidents connected with the Eebellion, and a 
pamphlet published in Pre^ott, immediately after 
the battle of the Wind-miU, supplied the facts 
that transph-ed there. The narrative of the 
Prince of Wales' visit is chiefly original, with 
occasional extracts from the correspondence of 
the " Montreal Gazette." 

These acknowledgements, the author trusts, will 
be deemed sufficient without having recourse to a 
display of references altogether inconsistent with 
the unpretending character of these pages, A 
host of friends, too numerous to mention, have 
laid him under particular obligations by the ready 
manner in which they put themselves to conside- 
rable inconvenience to assist in reproducing the 
details given. Amongst these are Judge Jarvis 
of Cornwall, Major Clark of Edwardsburgh, Jacob 
Brouse, Esq., of Matilda^ Peter Brouse, Messrs. 
George Merckley, and Peter Loucks of Williams- 
burgh ; nor should he omit to name the 'Eev. 
Herman Hayunga, who rendered valuable assist- 
ance -in the ecclesiastical department, and the 
B;ev. Alex. F. Kemp of Montreal, to whom the 
reader is indebted for the notes on Geology and 
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FREPACE. 11 

Natural History contained in the eighth chapter. 
From him also the author has received much 
yaluahle assistance in preparing for the press, 
which he hereby acknowledges. 

If after these frank admissions there be yet 
room for apology, it can only be in reference to 
the plan of the work, and the feebleness of its 
execution. To whatever charges the reader may 
prefer against him in these respects, the author 
wiU unhesitatingly plead " guilty." If at times 
he has wandered wide of his subject, it has gene- 
rally been to notice circumstances affecting the 
Province at large, all of which have a local and 
particular, as well as a national and general 
interest ; sometimes too the digression has been 
made in order that prominent events in the his- 
tory of our whole country may reach those for 
whose use the narrative has been mainly penned, 
and who have not access to the historical works 
in which they are detailed. 

If the actions of " Crysler's Farm " and the 
" Windmill " seem to be too prominently brought 
out, it is because the one was fought in the 
County of Dundas, and that in the other the 
militia of Dundas took a prominent part. 

In thus endeavoring to preserve a record of the 
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12 PEIITACE. 

history of the County, the author has spared no 
labour or cost in procuring accurate information, 
and in making the book worthy of the subject. K 
this, his first, and in all probability his last lite- 
rary attempt, be recognized as in any measure an 
atonement, for thirteen years of his life spent in 
the County with little or no public benefit to his 
fellow subjects, his object will have been fully 
attained, and the time he has devoted to it amply 
recompensed. 

" If ought of error or intemperate truth, 
Should meet thine ear, think thou that riper age 
Will calm it down, and let thy love forgive it !'* 

C0LEBn)QE. 

J. OEOIL. 
Aicherfield, 1st May, 1861. 
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DUNDAS; 

OB, 

A SKETCH OF CANADIAN HISTORY. 



** Lives of great men all remind us. 
We can make our lives sublime. 
And, departing, leave* behind us 
Foot printa on the sands of time." 

LOVOVILLOir. 



CHAPTER L 

History — Portuguese Mariners — Columbus sails to the West — ^Land ho I 
Shipwreck — ^Return to Spain — Rejoicings — His second voyage- 
Massacre of Spaniards — M'atives rebel, and are reduced to slavery^ 
Third royage-^Purther discoveries— Insurrection of coIoni8t»— 
Columbus impeached at Court-r-Is bound in irons and sent to 
Spain— His defence-— His death— Americns visits the New World — 
Named America — ^His death — ^Discoveries of Cabot and Jacques 
C artier. 

(From 1492 to 1549.) 

'' History is a record of facts and events, relating to the past 
existence of nations and of the world, handed down from one 
generation to another." Dnring the first three thousand years 
, of man's existence in the world, little is known of the history of 
nations, save the brief outline presented to us in the sacred 
Yolume. The early history of Europe originates in mythology, 
and the circumstances attending its first settlement are beyond 
our knowledge. In tracing the history of any country, the starting- 

B 
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18 DISCOVERY OF [CHAP. 

point is usually the period in its existence when the light of 
lettered civilization first dawns upon it. Beyond that, there may 
be oral traditions more or less authentic, but these furnish imper- 
fect data for the pen of the historian, whose aim is to set forth 
nought but the well ascertained facts of the past. 

"We speak of Europe as the " Old World," with its history 
stretching into the past two thousand years ; we speak of America 
as the " New World," the existence of which became known to 
Europeans only three hundred and sixty-eight years ago. How 
far short does history come of disclosing to us the past, and 
it may be the stirring events that have transpired in our 
country during a long series of ages 1 Who is there amongst 
the most learned that can with certainty determine the time 
or the manner in which our aborigines first found their way 
to this continent ? Who can tell how long the red man has held 
in undisputed possession the territories from which he- has been 
ejected by the white ? This much only we do know, that, although 
recently discovered by Europeans, the whole of this vast continent 
has, during many ages, been the abode of human beings, endowed 
with reason, intelligence, and passions like our own. 

The Portuguese, who had long been noted as skilful mariners, 
discovered the island of Madeira in the year 1420, and planted a 
-colony OteiTQ, Their frequent voyages to this Mand, and the 
introduction of the mariner's compass, then newly invented, 
tended gradually to accustom them to a bolder navigation ; and 
instead of creeping servilely along the shore, they ventu;red boldly 
into the open ocean. In a few years theivhole eiastem coast of 
Africa was explored, and in the year 1486 the southernmost point 
of that continent had been reached; and Eing John, foreseeing 
that it would lead to the discovery of a passage to India by sea, 
the great object of all previous explorations, named the promon- 
tory " The Cape of Good Hope," in preference to 4he name giv^n 
it by the n&Tigatdr, " T^oipestaous Cape." 

The &me of tiie Portuguese diseoveries aUttted into their 
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semee adyentarous navigators from all tbe maritime states of 
JQttrope. Among these was Ghristoplier Columbus, a native of 
Genoa, who had already distinguished himself as a mariner and a 
scholar. He repaired to Lisbon in the year 1459, and his repu- 
tation secured him a favourable receptioii by the Portuguese. 
There he married Philippa Perestrello^ daughter of an Italian 
eapfoin of that name, who had the good fortune to discover 
Madeira. In tiiis way he ,got possession of the journals and 
iik0 /charts of that able navigator. Prom them he learned the 
60Ui»e which the Portuguese had held in making their discoveries ; 
and he gratified his passion for the sea, by making frequent 
voy^bges to Madeira, the Canaries, and Azores. 

Puring the course of these voyages, Columbus formed the great 
seb^Dde of discovery, which he afberwards carried so happily into 
execution. As the spherical form of the earth was then baown, 
and its magnitude ascertained with some degree df accuracy, he 
had early concluded that the continent on the one side of the globe 
must be balanced by an equal quantity of land on the other. He 
had observed too, after violent westerly winds, ^t trees torn 
up by the roots, were driven on the coasts of the Azores. Pieces 
of wood artificially carved had also been found floating on the 
aea to the westward of any known land, and suggested the idea of 
a vast continent in that direction. From the accounts of travellers 
from China and Japan, he argued that the further these countries 
esitended to the east, they must, as a matter of course, approach 
nearer to the islands recently discovered in the west; and that the 
:most direct course to the rich countries of the east might possibly 
be found by sailing due west across the Atlantic Ocean, instead of 
windii^ around iihe coasts of Africa. His mind was b^t upon 
testing, as soon as an opportunity should o£Per, the soundness of 
hisoQonjectures. He repaired to his native country, and laid his 
CKdteoie before the senate of Genoa. It was rejected as the dream 
of a visionary projector. Next to his native land, he appealed to 
the land of his adoption, and made an overture to the King of 
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Portugal. Unable himself to enter into the merits of the case, 
the king referred the consideration of the plan to three eminent 
oosmographers. These men, instead of encouraging, did all they 
oonld to divert him from his purpose ; and, having extorted from 
him full particulars of his proposed voyage of discovery, they 
instigated the king secretly to dispatch a vessel to attempt the 
discovery, in hopes that they might thus secure for themselves 
the glory due to another. Full of indignation, Columbus instantly 
quitted Portugal, and in the year 1484 landed in Spain. Ferdi- 
nand and Isabella, bei^g then engaged in war wilh the Moors of 
Orenada, had no leisure to listen to the enthusiastic project of 
the mariner. For five long years he was kept in suspense, and 
ihen told, that, until the war was terminated, their majesties could 
not engage in any new and expensive enterprise. His scheme 
had in the meantime been submitted to Henry the Seventh of 
JSngland, and was so favourably received that Columbus resolved 
to visit the court of England in person. As he was about to 
«tart, he received an unexpected summons to the court of Spain, 
and the conquest of Grenada being soon after completed, an 
.agreement with Columbus was signed on the 17th of April, 1492, 
by which he was constituted admiral and viceroy over all the 
lands and seas he should discover, and granting to him and his 
heirs for ever the tenth part of the clear profits which should 
result to the crown from the success of his labours. 

No time was lost in making preparations. The armament was 
iiowever ill in keeping with the importance of the service ; it 
"Consisted of only three vessels, named the Santa Maria, Pinta, 
and Nigna. The first named was a decked vessel, and was com- 
manded by Columbus in person ; the others were open caravels. 
With this small squadron, carrying only ninety men, and victualled 
for twelve months, Columbus set sail from the port of Palos, in 
the province of Andalusia, a little before sun-rising, on the third 
day of August, 1492. He steered directly for the Canary Islands, 
which he reached in ten days, without any material occurrence, 
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save the loss of the Pinta's rudder, whicli his crew regarded as a 
bad omen, but which he considered only as a mark of unskilful- 
ness on the part of the ship-builder. After refitting, he again 
put to sea, and held his course due west, leaving at once the 
usual track of navigation, and launching boldly into an ocean, 
with whose extreme shores he was unacquainted and of which 
he had no chart, in quest of countries which existed perhaps only 
in his own imagination. No sooner had he lost sight of land, than 
many of his sailors, already discouraged, b^an with violent 
exclamations to beat their breasts and shed tears, notwithstanding 
all his efforts to animate them. They regarded his enterprise as the 
desperate project of a rash adventurer, who would soon hurry them 
to destruction. Columbus happily possessed the courage and 
presence of mind which triumphed amidst the greatest perils, and 
never failed to inspire confidence. He appeared always cool and 
collected, and comforted his crew with assurances of ultimate 
success, and the prospect of vast wealth in those opulent regions 
whither he was conducting them. He personally superintended 
the execution of every order, allowing himself only a few hours 
for sleep, and was at all other times upon deck. Sensible that 
the length of the voyage must alarm sailors accustomed to only 
short excursions, he endeavoured to conceal from them the prog- 
ress they had made. When two hundred leagues west of the 
Canaries, the variation of the compass was first observed by 
them. At this they became greatly alarmed, and refused to 
continue the voyage. This phenomenon, which is now familiar 
to every mariner, and the precise amount of which, at any given 
point, can now be determined by calculation, shook the companions 
of Columbus with terror. For this, however, he assigned a reason, 
which, though it did not satisfy himself, seemed plausible to his 
associates. New fears pressed upon them every day. They 
continued iheir course for many weeks, and still there was no 
appearance of land. His officers now took part with the men, 
and a general mutiny ensued. They reproached Columbus in» 
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the most violent language, and threatened to throw him overboaid 
if he did not instantly alter his course, and return to Spain. He^ 
answered their abuse in the mildest and most gentle terms, 
concluding with a solemn assurance that if land was not discovered* 
within three days he would abandon the enterprise. Before one 
day out of three had expired, the clouds around the setting sun/ 
gave strong presages of land. At midnight of the second night,. 
& light was discovered ahead of the vessel, and the next morning, 
the 12th of October, 149^2^ Columbus, who had been all ni^t 
anxiously watching the light, was iiie first to utter the joyful cry 
of ^^ Land ho F' The effect of such an exclamation upon & 
dis^ted and exhausted crew may be easier imagined than de- 
scribed. They instantly b^an to sing the ^^ Te Deum ''; and this 
done, they fell prostrate at &eir commander's feet, imploring him 
to pardon their incredulity and ignorance, and pronounced him to: 
be a man inspired by Heaven. Columbus was as calm in pros- 
perity as he had hitherto been in adversity. He ordered the 
boats to be manned and armed, and rowed' towards the land, 
with colours flying, martial music, and every kind of warlike 
pomp. Dressed in a^ gorgeous robe, he was the first to spring 
ashore; his men followed; and kneeling down, all kissed the 
ground. He then took solemn possession of the country in 
the name of their Catholic Majesties, or, as sonie say, in* 
the name of Queen Isabella idone, who patronized the expedir 
tion. The natives gazed in silent admiration upon their new 
guests, whom they regarded as a superior order of beings : the 
dress of the Spaniards, their beards, but more than all theiir 
ships, appeared wonderful to those simple people. Nor were the 
Spaniards less surprised themselves. The inhabitants appeared 
entirely naked ; their faces and bodies were fantastically painted,, 
and their complexion was of that dusky copper-colour peculiar to 
the New World. They were wholly ignorant of tiie use of iron 
and the nature of sharp weapons, innocently rubbing their hands 
against the sharp edges of the Spanish swoida. 
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The laod wbioli Cbltunbus had discoyered waa^ aa island of 
fifteen leagues in circumfereDiee, in tire Babama gronp^ called by 
the natiyes GuaoaJbani. Golumbus called it San Salvador, yMgIi 
signifies '^ being sayed" : it is now known as Cat Island. He 
explored the island in search of goLd^ but findii^ none, he again put 
to sea, taking with him seyen of the nadyes, who, when they had 
acqiiired the Spanidi language, should act. as interpreters. Steer- 
ing east,, he next arrived at Hayti, to which he gave the name of 
Espagnokt. In coasting along Hob idand, his ship ran upon a 
rook, andy but for the timely assistance. of boats from the Nigna, 
and Uie friendly aid of the natives, in their canoes, all on board 
must have paridiedL Nothing had been seen of tha Pinta since 
they had* left Cuba. There mm remained but one vessel, and 
that an open boat, the smallest of tho squadron^ to traverse such 
a vast tsaot of ocean^ and. to carry so many men back to Europe. 

These were alarming circumstanceSi Columbus at once re* 
solved to leave port of his ciiew upon the kland, that they might 
prepare the way for a settlement of the colony). He- set them to 
work to erect a small fort, and placed the great ^ins saved from 
the wreck of the Santa Maria upon its ramparts^ In ten days 
it was com^ted, the simple natives labouring with the greatest 
alacrity in erecting -this^ the. first monument of their own slavery. 
He then draw up his men in battle array, in. presoioe of the 
assembled multitudes, and fired several discharges of musketry, 
condudxng the r&view with a volley from the great guns, the 
sudden disdiarges of whibh struck them with terror and amaze- 
ment. They at once c<mchided that it wasi impossible to resists 
men who came armed with thunder and lightning against their 
enemies* Having taken these precautions for the protection of 
the in&nt colony, consisling of dS men, Columbus left Hispaniola, 
and steering, east was soon out of sight of land. After a danger- 
ous voyage of ten weeks, he arrived at Palos, on the 15th of 
March, 1493. He was received on landing wilh royal honours : 
the bells were rung, cannons fired, and universal joy demonstrated 
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in every possible manner. Ferdinand and Isabella receiyed him, 
arrayed in their royal robes and seated upon a throne. They loaded 
him with honors ; and what pleased him more than all, they gaye 
orders to prepare witiiout delay a larger armament than the first, 
that he might return to explore regicms more opulent than he had 
hitherto met with. Seventeen ships were equipped with unusual 
rapidity, and fifteen hundred persons of all ranks and employ* 
ments went on board, furnished with seed, plants, domestic 
animals, and implements ; — ^in fact, with every thing they required 
for conquest or settlement. On the 25th November, 1493, the 
fleet sailed from Cadiz, and arrived at Hispaniola after a voyage 
of seven weeks. Columbus landed at the fort he had erected but 
a short time before. To his inexpressible grief and consternation, 
he found it entirely demolished, and not a Spaniard alive to tell 
the tale : they had been cut off to a man. He found upon enquiry 
that the Spaniards had brought the calamity on themselves, for 
no sooner were they freed from his restramts, than they began 
to perpetrate all manner of cruel and wanton outrages on the 
unoffending natives. Aroused at last to revenge, these fell upon 
them in great numbers, burned their fort, and put them all to 
death. The first act of Columbus now was to provide accommo- 
dation for his numerous followers. He traced out the plan of a 
town, which was quickly reared and strongly fortified, and, leaving 
most of the Spanish settlers there, he proceeded in quest of 
further discoveries. In April, 1494, he visited Jamaica, and 
procured considerable quantities of gold-dust. On returning to 
Hispaniola, he was greeted with the most heart-rending reports 
of the insubordination of his own soldiers during his absence. 
He found the whole island in a state of revolt, and the insulted 
and inoffensive natives only awaiting the signal of their leaders 
to rise in a mass and drive their cruel oppressors into the sea. 
Columbus was forced to have recourse to arms. He assembled 
his whole force, now reduced to two hundred foot, twenty horse, 
and twenty large dogs. Against him were all the chiefs of 
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the island, save one, togetiher with 100,000 naked savages in 
anns. Instead of taking advantage of the woods, they assem- 
bled in a large open plain, where Columbus attacked them during 
the night. Filled with consternation, by the noise and havoc of 
the fire-arms, the force of the cavalry, and the fierce assault of 
the dogs, they threw down their arms and fled at the first onset ; 
and from that moment relinquishing all thoughts of resistance, 
they abandoned themselves to despair, and became henceforth the 
slaves of their opponents. Columbus returned to Spain. In 
1498 a third squadron of six vessels was fitted out, and, there 
being this time no volunteers, the prisons were drained of their 
malefactors to replenish the numbers of the already wasted colony. 
This was a fatal mistake to the happiness of all concerned — ^an 
unlikely dource from which should arise a prosperous and happy 
colony. In his third voyi^ Columbus steered more to the south 
than formerly, and, passing the cluster of the West-India Islands, 
he arrived at Trinidad, a Uu^ island at the mouth of the Orinoco 
Biver. Convinced from the magnitude of the river that he had 
at last discovered an immense continent, he coasted along the 
shores of the Provinces, now known as Y enexuela and Granada, and 
landed at various points. He was so much pleased with the 
beauty and fertility of the country, and the intelligence and cour- 
age of the natives, that he concluded it to be the paradise de- 
scribed in Scripture. The shattered condition of his ships how- 
ever prevented him from prosecuting his discoveries further at 
that time, and he directed his course to Hispaniola once more. 
Again he found the affairs of the colony in a state of the greatest 
anarchy and confusion. A serious insurrection had broken out, 
and threatened its utter annihilation. Columbus saw at 
once the necessity of prompt measures to quell the rebellion. 
Some of the malcontents he shipped off to Spain, others he appeased 
by allotting them extensive tracts of land, and by appointing a 
certain number of Indians to cultivate the ground for the use of th^r 
new masters. Thus, unhappily, were the chains of slavery forged on 
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tihis bemiaphere, and the natives of the New World sabjected to the 
mpst grievous o^^fessions^ In addition to these calamities^ 
Oolvmhtis now beoaniie the victim of slander and calumny by the 
very men whom he had raised from poverty to distinction and 
influence. He was accused of tyranny, oppression, and avarice, 
by those who envied his reputation and success. The faith of even 
bis patroness, Queen Isabella, b^an to give way to suspicion. A 
resolution fatal to Columbus was taken. Boradilla was appointed 
to repair to Hispaniolft to inquire into the alleged grievances, and, 
if found to be true, to supersede him in the command. The 
opportunity thus afforded to a^randise himself, though it should 
prove the destruction of a ^eat and good man, was more than 
the Spanish adventurer could resist. In the most arbitrary man- 
ner he condemned him without a hearing, ordered him to be instant* 
ly arrested and hurried on board ship. Columbus submitted with 
composure,, and even dignity, to this reverse of fortune. Touched 
with sentiments, of pity dne to the rank, age, and merit of his 
prisoner, the captain of the vessel on board of whidi he was con- 
fined offered, as soon as he was clear of land, to release him from 
his fetters. '^ No, Yallejo I " replied Columbus. " I wear these 
chains in obedience to the orders of my sovereigns ; they shall find 
me as obedient to this aa to all their other injunctions. By their 
command I have been confined, and their command alone shall 
set me at liberty." The voyage to Spain was. fortunately short, 
Ferdinand and Isabella, ashamed of their own conduct, instantiy 
ordered his fetters to be struck o£F. He threw himself at the feet 
of his sovereigns, where he remained some time unable to utter a 
word, so deep was his emotion. At length he recovered himself, 
and, in apathetic speech, completely vindicated his conduct, produ. 
cing the most satisfactory proof of his own integrity, and of the 
base malevolence of his enemies. Their majesties affected r^et 
for all that had occurred, but did not evidence their sincerity by 
reinstating him to his former command. They fitted out however 
another expedition for the aged adventurer, who in the year 1502 
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set out on Ms fourth and last voyage, with all the ardour and buoy- 
ancy of youtlL It resulted in a series of disappointm^ts and disa»< 
ters* At Hispaniola he met with an inhospitable reception. He pene* 
trated the Gulf of Darien in search of some strait through which 
he might emerge on another ocean, which he conjectured extended 
to the East Indies ; but he sought in vain. In attempting to 
establish a colony on the main land, he was frustrated by the 
determined opposition of the natives; — and thiei, the first repulse 
that the Spaniards had met with in the New World, was the 
ccxmmencement of a series of calamities that puirsued Columbus to 
his grave. His feebk squadron was assailed by a furious hurri- 
cane in which two of his vessels were lost. With ike remaining two 
he had great difficulty in reaching Jamaica, where he ran Hiens 
agroimd to prevent them from smking, and took refage in a cave, 
which is still shown aB the cave of Columbus; Worn out wiflii 
fatigue and privations, he returned to Spain, where he did not long 
survive his misfortunes. He died at Yalladolid on the 20th of 
May, 1506, in the 69th year of his age. By orders of Philip the 
First, then king of Spain, tiiese words were inscribed on his tomb ;: 
'^ To Castile and Leon Columbos has given a new world.^'' 

His conspicuous services underviJued and unrequited by his king 
— 'the glory of his achievements^ envied by his fellow mariners— 
his unostentatious worth unappreciated by the nations of Christ* 
endom, — the star of Cohunbus set obscurely under the dark 
cloud of a distant horizon. Another star arose in meridian 
splendor and attracted the gaze of Europe, once more aroused to 
a sense of the vast importance which these discoveries in the New 
World would be to the inhabitants of the Old — ^another mariner, 
skilled in astronomy and nautical science, endowed with virtues 
equalled only by those of Colinnbus, engraved his name on the 
tablet of the world's history — a nune destined to be had in rememx 
brance while the world endures — ^Americus ent^^d the field of 
discovery, and clearly unfolded what his great precursor had but 
dimly shadowed forth. 
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That Columbus did not reacli tlie main land of the New World 
until his third voyage is certain, and it is equally certain that 
Americus did reach it on his first voyage, but while there is no dis- 
puting the day and date of the landing of Columbus there, unfortu- 
nately public opinion is divided as to the year in which Americus 
first landed. Eeputed, not only as a man of science, but a 
ready writer, Americus gave to the world an interesting ao- 
oount of his di^veries, addressed to Soderini, president of 
the Florentine republic, of which Americus was a native. He 
thus commences his letter, '^ In the year 1497, on the 10th day 
of May, we left the port of Cadiz, with four ships in company. 
The first land we made was that of the Fortunate Island, situated 
in the western ocean, distant from Lisbon 280 leagues. We tarried 
here eight days, taking in wood and water, when, having offered 
up our prayers, we weighied anchor and set sail. We sailed so 
rapidly that at the end of twenty-seven days we came in sight of 
land, which we judged to be a continent being about 1000 leagues 
west of the Grand Canaries.'' A long epistle follows, giving the 
most minute details of his landing at various points, of his recep- 
tion by the natives, their appearance, manners, and customs, his 
battles with them, and his excursions into their country, extending 
to a distance of eighteen leagues from the sea. In conclusion he 
says : '' we set sail for Spain with 222 prisoners (slaves) and 
arrived in the port of Cadiz on the 15th day of October, 1498, 
where we were all well received, and found a market for our 
slaves." 

The circumstance of his having written an account of his travels 
is ungenerously used by those who would detract from his fame, 
as an evidence that he himself was desirous of giving his own name 
to the new continent. His enemies even go so far as to assign a 
fictitious character to the whole narrative ; while others hold ihat 
a mistake occurred in the date of it, and maintain that the voyage 
narrated was identical with his second voyage, by which he 
reached the continent in 1499. They say, '^ The near resem- 
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blance of the incidents, the similarity of dates of arriyal and 
departure, and the direct testimony of Ojeda, the captain of the 
' vessel in which he sailed, render it almost certain that the first 
voyage of Ojeda ai^d the second voyage of Americns are iden- 
tical." 

As to the authenticity of the letter, we can offer no opinion, and 
in so far as the name ^'America'' is concerned, it matters little. 
Americus was highly skilled fa the construction of maps and 
charts, and it is quite likely that in depicting the coast of Brazil, 
on which he made his first landing, he gave to that part 
of the continent, the name of America. If he did so, he did no more 
than what many another mariner has done since then ; and he is no 
more to be blamed for this^ than is Henry Hudson, who gave his 
own name at once to Hudson River, and to Hudson Bay. The 
error, for an error doubtless it was, lay with those who, unin- 
tentionally it may be, came to designate a whole continent by the 
name which Americus had given to a very small portion of it. 
The distinct origin of the name, cannot it appears, be traced. It 
was not until the year 1550, or thirty-eight years after the death 
of Americus, that the name of America came to be generally 
accepted ; at all events, it is quite certain that while Americus was 
to some extent indebted to Columbus for his success, Columbus 
in his voyage of 1498 was in no wise indebted to Americus. 
If the supposition seems conclusive that Americus did not 
reach the continent till 1499, unquestionably the honor is 
due to Columbus who landed in 1498. If on the other hand 
Americus did land in 1497, it is equally dear that the previous 
voyages of Columbus to Hispaniola had fired his ambition, and 
that he was piloted to these shores by Ojeda, who had been an 
attentive observer of the journals and charts of Columbus during 
his voyage with him. Little more need be said of Americus here 
than ^at he performed his third voyage, said by his enemies to 
be only his second, under the auspices of the king of Portugal, 
sailing from Lisbon on the 13th of May, 1601. After sailing 
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along the western coast of Africa, he made for the shores of Hhe 
New World, which he reached after a tempestuous voyage of nmety- 
seven days, and coasted along the shores of South America a dis- 
tance of 750 leagues. His return to Lisbon was celebrated with 
great magnificence, and the accounts of his discoveries were 
received with universal enthusiaam by his countrymen. His ship, 
which had become unseawocthy was broken up, and portions of 
it carried in solemn procession ^ a church, where they were sus- 
pended as valuable relics. 

He returned from his fourth and last voyage in 1504, and veiy 
soon after published a full and highly interesting account of all his 
voyages. He died at Seville in Spain, on the 22nd of February, 
1512. 

Simultaneously with Americus, another mariner accidentally 
:Btumbles on the shores of ^ western continent. The possibility 
of finding a short western passage to the East Indies was still 
uppermost in the minds of scientific and adventurous men, and 
the recent successes of Columbus encouraged others to ent^ the 
field of investigation. John Cabot, a scientific and fearless 
mariner, a native of Venice, though for a long time residing in 
England, arrived at the conclusion, that, from the known shape 
of the globe, if a direct passa^ did exist, the nearer they 
approached to the north, the shorter must the passage be. Confi- 
dent too in his own mind that such a passage did exist, he com- 
municated to Henry YII, Bang of England, his willingness to 
sail in search of it. Henry, though in no wise of an enterprising 
tnzn of mind, readily assented to the proposal, in hopes that, in 
some way or another, the adventure might prove so far successful 
as to be a kind of offset if) the lustre shed upon the crown of 
Spain by the recent voyage of Columbus. The renown that 
accrued to Spain was felt to be more galling to Henry, because 
he himself had refused the services of the man who had done so 
muohfi)r Spain, and had repented of that refusal just when it 
-was too late ; and bow that another opportunity occurred, he 
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resolyed to avail himself of it, if perchanoe it miglit add to his 
fame, and the extent of his dominions. Accordingly a commission 
was issued to John Cabot and his three sons, and their heirs, 
'' with full powers to sail to all countries of the east, west, and 
north, under English colors, with five ships of such burden and 
force as they should think proper, on their own cost cmd charges^ 
to seek and to discover all the isles, regions, and provinces of 
Beathens, unknown to Christians/' 

The king reserved to himself the- dominion of all the towns, 
castles, and lands they should discover^ and expressly required 
them to return to Bristol, and to pay him one-fifdi of all the 
gains after the expenses of the voyage were deducted. Two 
vessels were, however, fitted out and provisioned at the public ex- 
pense, to assist in the enterprise ; the adventurers themselves fitted 
out four. With this fleet, carrying 300 men, John Cabot and his 
son Sebastian set sail firom Bristol in the month of May, 1497, 
tadd. to his great surprise came in sight of land on the 24th of 
June. This happened to be the Island of Newfoundland, and 
being the first land they had seen, he named it Prima Vista, since 
changed to Bona Vista. A few days afterwards they discovered 
fmother island which they called St. John, (now Prince Edward.) 
Here they found inhabitants, clothed with skins, who made use of 
darts, bows and arrows. Three of them they to6k on board that 
they might have some certain proof to show for the statements 
th^ might make of their discoveries. Cabot did not discover 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence : had he done so, undoubtedly he would 
hav^ penetrated it, in hopes that it would lead to the miueh- 
desired channel to the Indies. Continuing a northerly cotorse, he 
next came upon the coast of Labrador, which he explored for 
nearly a thousand miles, reaching the latitude of 67J degrees. 
Here his progress was much impeded with ice ; and, as the land 
appeared still to stretch to the northward, without aixy indi- 
dation of the expected opening, they put about, and cruised to the 
south along -the whole coast of North America, untilthey reached 
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the most southern point of that tract now known as Florida, where, 
his provisions failing^and his crew becoming disaffected,he returned 
to England, with the fame of a discoverer, but neither bringing 
gold, nor having fulfilled the great purpose of his voyage, namely, 
the discovery of a north-west passage to India. Since the time of 
Cabot this favorite theory has never been lost sight of, and has en- 
listed the energies of the most scientific and daring navigators in the 
world. It was this that tempted Hudson in 1610, when he dis- 
covered, entered, and explored the bay that bears his name, and 
which, for various strong reasons, he felt confident must be con- 
nected with a pa£»age to the east. He perished in a future 
attempt to realise his expectations ; and many a brave mariner and 
gallant ship have since perished in the same cause. 

In X818, a series of voyages was commenced by Boss, Parry, 
and others, which terminated by verifying the predictions of 
the wise men of old ;— in fact, by actually discovering a channel 
and passing through from the Atlantic to the Pacific, round 
the northern promontories of America. But the fearful dangers 
attending navigation in these Arctic seas, even under the 
most favorable circumstances, are now known to be such as to 
render the channel of no practical value. It is almost impossible 
to speak of Arctic explorations without calling to mind the tragic 
fate of our own Sir John Franklin and his gallant companions. 
The mind is at a loss whether most to mourn their untimely 
end, or to admire that heroism, which, regardless of dangers 
and privations, endured through years of fruitless search, and 
never for an instant flagged, until every vestige of a doubt 
was removed as to their fate. In connection with these icy 
regions, too, the name of Lady Franklin will be had in everlasting 
remembrance, as manifesting the most extraordinary development 
of genuine devotion, of hope inextinguishable, and of Christian 
resignation. 

The splendid results of Cabot's voyage were not immediately 
apparent ; yet this very voyage was the foundation of the claim 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



J;] JACQUES OARHBR. 83 

that England subsequently made to aU her American possessions, 
from the Gulf of Mexico to the North Pole. " Seventy-two 
years passed away before England bestowed any attention upon 
that distant land, destmed to be ar chief source of British opulence 
and power." 

In the year 1513, Balboa first beheld from the Isthmus of Darien 
that great Pacific Ocean which so many adyenturous mariners had 
longed to see. Seven years later, Magellan sailed from the Atlan- 
tic into the Pacific, passing through the straits that bear his name, 
and thus removed all doubts as to the extent of the continent 
to the south. His ship was the first to circumnavigate the Globe, 
though he did not live to see it consummated ; — ^and thus too was 
conclusively set at rest the long-disputed theory of the sphericity 
of theJSarth. 

In consequence of these various explorations, the situation and 
extent, as well as the prominent features of the New World, had 
be^ rendered somewhat familiar to all the nations of Europe ; 
and in the meantime, the fisheries had early attracted the atten- 
tion of all, to the far-famed Banks of Newfoundland. As early as 
1517 at least fiffy sail were engaged in the fisheries there. Jacques 
Gartier, a native of St. Male, who had long been engaged 
in the fishery, had taken the lead in exploring at his own risk the 
northern parts of the new hemisphere. 

In the year 1534, Francis the First of France fitted out an ex* 
pediiion for the purpose of establishing a colony in the New World, 
which he entrusted to the command of Gartier. He set sail from 
St. Malo on the 20th of April, 1534, and with a fair wind 
in twenty days arrived at Newfoundland. At this time he ex- 
plored a large portion of the Gtdf of St. Lawrence, and sailed 
into a bay, which, from the heat experienced there, he named 
the ^' Bay of Chaleurs." He also landed on the shore of Gasp^ 
Bay, took possession of it in the name of the French King, and 
erected a large cross with a shield bearing the arms of France. 
Having seized two of the natives, he returned to St. Malo with- 
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out haTing attempted any* settlement. He sailed again thefot 
lowing year with three vessels in company, the largest being only 
of 120 tons. Many adventarers, including young men of good 
families, joined the expedition as volunteers. After a boisterous 
passage, during which they parted company, they all arrived safely 
at Newfoundland. Some of them had been nine weeks at sea* 
Having supplied themselves with water and fuel, they again set 
out to explore the Gkdf. After 4»ruising about for ten days, 
during which time they encountered a violent storm, the vessels 
enter^ the mouth of a great river, which Oartier named the St. 
Lawrence, because they first entered it on the tenth of August, a 
day held sacred to tiie memory of St. Lawrence, or Laurentius, (a 
deacon at Bome, who in the year 258, under the Emperor Valerian, 
was roasted before a slow fire). He leisurely explored both shores 
of the river, and came to anchor, on the Ttii September, 1535, at 
an island abounding in vines, which he called Isle de Bachus, now* 
known as the Island of Orleans, where an Indian Ohief, named 
Donnaoonna, came with twelve canoes to visit their ships. 

Jacques Cartier had with him the two Indians whom he had 
earned ofif on his former voyage, and who now acted as interpreters. 
The good account which they gave of their captors, and the de^ 
scription of the wonders they had seen in France, interested the 
natives, and secured for Oartier a favorable reception. He thence 
proceeded up the river to an Indian village, the residence of 
Donnaconna, called Stadaoona, on the site of the Lower Town 
of Quebec. Here they were hospitably received, and learned from 
the inhabitants that a larger town existed much farther up the 
stream. Regardless of the danger which he incurred by ex- 
posing himself and his handfol of men to the treachery of thou- 
sands of savages, he left two of his ships at Stadaoona, and, with 
the smallest vessel and three row-boats, manned by thirty-five 
men, boldly ascended the river, greatly against the wishes of the 
Indians of Stadaoona, who b^an to suspect that no good could 
result to themselves from the explorations of these strangers. Be» 
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fore leaving, Oartier fired a voUey of ball-cartriclge from his<€aaiioiis, 
wUeh 80 overawed ilie nativee that no furHier resieptanoe was 
offered to bis wishes to ase^id fbe river. On the seooiid of Oc- 
tober tbey leaobed Hochelaga, consisting of about fii% Indian 
huts, and surrounded witb fields of Indian com. The appoM'aiice 
of the village was thus described : " It was of circilar fiorm, each 
hut fiffcy paces long, and from fourteen to fifteen wide, all buik in 
the shape of tunnels, formed of wood, and covered with Hroh-baik. 
The dwellings were divided into several rooms, smroundii^ an 
open court in the centre, where the fire burned. Three rows of 
palisades encircled the town, with only one entrance above the 
gate, and over the whole length of the outer ring of defence there 
was a gallery, approached by flights of steps, and plent£fidly pro- 
vided with stones and other missiles to resist attack. " 

The inhabitants spoke the language. of the Huron nation, and 
were more advanced in civilization than any of their neighbors ; 
they cxdtivated the ground, and remained stationary. Here too 
Gartier met with a friendly reception, and explored the surround- 
ing country without any molestation from the Indians. He ascended 
the hill, or mountain, near the village of Hochelaga, which 
he named Mont Royale, since corrupted into Montreal, and which 
gave its name to the city at its base. The season being too far 
advanced for further researches, he returned to Stadacona, where 
he passed the winter. Himself and his whole crew were attacked 
with scurvy, of which disease twenty-five of them died. Most pro- 
bably all would have perished, had not the Indians supplied them 
with a remedy. In April following he took his departure from 
Quebec. " On the eve of his departure he was guilty of a shame- 
ful act of treachery toward his kind entertainers, in seizing the 
Chief Donnaconna, the intrepreter, and two other Indians, whom 
he carried with him to France, and presented to the king." In 
1541, Gartier again visited the St. Lawrence, and explored the 
river some distance above Hochelaga. He also distinctly surveyed 
the coast of Nova Scotia, and called at Newfoundland on his way 
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baok to France. Here he met La Boque, Lord of Bobenral, who 
had also been despatched to the St. Lawrence by the king, with 
the title of Viceroy, and to whom Gartier was deputed to act as 
lieutenant. Oartier wonld not listen to the entreaties of Boberval 
to return to Hochelaga: the state of matters there had greatly 
changed. The Chief whom Oartier had shamefully betrayed and 
carried captiye to France, had died there, and the Lidians looked 
upon the strangers now with well-founded suspicions, and by their 
threatening attitude had compelled them to retire; hence Oartier's 
objection to return, '^ but, that he might not quarrel outright with 
Boberval, he left him unobserved in the night for France, where 
he arrived disappomted in his bright hopes, ruined in health and 
fortune, and neglected by his fickle countrymen." He died there 
in 1549. Boberval prosecuted his voyage, but returned to France 
without having effected any permanent settlement. 
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Settlement of the French and English in N. A.^ailbert oeenpies New- 
foundland— Bzpedition to Boanoke— Named Vhrginia— Sir R, 
Grenville^a first settlement^A &ilnre— Sir Walter Baleigh— Dis- 
astrous results^Oolony abandoned— English Ghartered Oompan- 
ies— Smith and Pocahontas. — ^The Puritans in New England- 
French occupy Noya Scotiar— Dispossessed — ^N, S. granted to a 
Scotchman— Oeded to France— Sir Dayid Kirk's exploit— Halifax 
founded— French in Oanada— Quebec founded— War with the 
Indians. 

(From 1598 to 1713.) 

The quotations given in the previotiB chapter may senre to illnch 
trate ihe disooyeiy of America, which,as we have seen^was explored 
from the Arctic circle to the parallel of 54^ south latitude, embra- 
cing an area of 15,000,000 square miles. The subsequent settle- 
ment of this great continent partakes more of romance than of 
sober history. We shall notice in this chapter a few of the ear- 
liest attempts at settiement, giving prominence to the English 
and French, who however made no successful effort to colonize, 
until the Spanish, Portuguese, and Dutch had for some time been 
settled. 

The first formal act of occupation by the English was at the 
hands of Sir Humphrey Gilbert, a half-brother to Sir Walter 
Baleigh, who received a patent from Queen Elizabeth ''for 
discovering, occupying, and peopling such remote, heathen, and 
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barbarouB ooimtrieB, as were not already poflseBsed by any Chrich 
tian people." 

On the 5ih of AngOBt, 1583, lie landed in state on the Island of 
Newfoundland, and, having summoned aronnd him all the traders 
and captains of vessels there, he pitched his tent upon a conspicuous 
part of the shore, ordered his commission to be read in different lan- 
guages, and issued a proclamation that in virtue thereof he took 
possession, for tiie Crown of England, of the harbor of St John, 
and two hundred leagues every way around it. A turf and a twig, 
with a hasel wand were then delivered to him, which he received. 
Ass^it and obedience were signified by loud aodamatioDS, and a 
pillar was erected, bearing a plate of lead, on which the Qiseen^s 
arms were ei^praved. > A tax was also levied on the ships, and 
laws promulgated for the government of the colony.* This 
nominal occupation however did not imply actual settlement. The 
first attempt to form a colony by the English in America was 
projected by Mr. Baleigh, afterwards the famous Sir Walter. At 
his instigation, two ships were sent out in the year 1584 under a 
patent from Elizabeth, commanded by Philip Amidas and Arthur 
Barlow. They came to anchor in the Bay of Eoanoke in North 
.Carolina, and took formal posseesum of the country in the name 
of the Queen, as Gilbert had dmie in Newfoundland. They re- 
turned home without effecting a settlement, but with a very f avor> 
able report of the land, and the kindness of the natives. Baleigh 
lent his powerful influence to heighten their glowing descriptions 
of the fertility of the country, and salubrity of the. climate they 
had visited. ^' The English naticm was all on fire at the {wospect 
which was ofibred to ite avidity; even the Queen was so delighted 
with it, that she promised to support the adventurers. She 
knighted Baleigh, and consented that the country should be called 
Yir^nia, in honor of one of her most suspected virtues.'*f 

Next Spring, Sir Bichard Grenville, Baleigh*s principal associate, 

• Haliborten. t R^bmI. 
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sailed &oin Pljmouiih wiUi a fleet of seven ships, well provided 
with anns and stores, and landed at. Roanoke. After making 
some experiments upon the soil with a view to settlement, he left 
108 men nnder the oommand of one Ralph Lane, and then re- 
named to England. Instead of contenting themselves with the 
goodly land before them, and exerting their industry to cultivate 
itJLane became impatient for further discoveries ; and ere long, he 
and all his band became entangled in warfare with the natives, 
their provisions became exhausted, and a ship that had been left 
by Sir Richard, to facilitate their retreat to England in case of 
need, had been wrecked. Fatigued with their wanderings, enervated 
by disappointment^ and constantly harrassed by the Indians, they 
had well nigh abandoned themselves to despair, when Admiral. 
Drake, who had been dispatched to annoy the Spaniards in the 
New World, fortunately arrived ofif the coast, took them all on 
board, and reconveyed them to England. 

In the meantime the company in England, still sanguine of 
the success of their new colony, were busy fitting out another ex* 
pedition of four ships to proceed to Virginia, for so the whole 
country was now called from the borders of Florida to the river 
St. Lawrence. This time. Sir Walter Raleigh resolved on seeing 
the country himself, and took command of one of the ships. His 
vessel being the first ready, and himself impatient to be off, he 
proceeded at once to sea in advance of the others, and arrived 
safely at Roanoke in 1586, where he expected to find the much- 
talked-of settlement. After a-fruitless search, without being able 
to find one Englishman, he returned to England chagrined with ' 
the failure of his hopes. It is said that it was during his short 
stay in Virginia, at this time, that he acquired the habit of smok- 
ing, — ^at all events he had the notoriety of being the first English- 
man who smoked tobacco. 

Sir Richard Grenville who had sailed a fortnight after him with 
the three other ships, also arrived safely at Roanoke, but could 
learn nothing of the colony he had planted there the year before. 
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He left fifty of his m^ to make another attempt, and retomed 
to England. In 1587, Captain Jolm White was sdnt ont with a 
reinforoement of settlers, and with proyisions and stores for the 
colony, and was also invested with the authority of Oov^mor. To 
his extreme sorprise and mortification, all that he found on arriv- 
ing at Roanoke, was the hones of one of his coontrymen ; the fifty 
men left hy QrenviUe had all been slaughtered. Nothing daunted. 
White landed with his men and took up his abode on the very 
spot where his countrymen had been butchered a short time be- 
fore. He oonoiliated the Indians by presents, and other kind 
offices, and everything seemed to promise prosperity ; but his pro- 
visions failing, he was obliged .to return to England for supplies. 
A variety of causes detained him there nearly three years, and 
when he did return, his fleet on nearing the shore, was assailed by 
violent storms which drove them out to sea again. White cruelly 
abandoned the colonists to their fate, and steered straight for Eng- 
land. The unfortunate settlers all perished, either by famine or 
the arrows of the Indians; not one survived to tell the tragic tale, 
and Virginia was as completely forgotten as if it had never been 
discovered. 

During the next twenty years, no Englishman seems to have 
visited the luckless shores of Virginia, except for the purpose of 
bartering with the natives for fur, or in oomieotion with the fish- 
eries, which were very prolific in all the northern parts of the 
coast. In 1606, the spirit of adventure revived, and a systematic 
plan of settlement commenced. Two joint-stock companies were 
organised, and a grant made to them, under one charter, of the 
whole coast of America from the 34th to the 45th d^ree of N. 
latitude. The one company consisted of parties in London, who 
wished to settle the southern tract, or Virginia proper. The other 
company, hailing from Bristol and Plymouth, preferred the north, 
or as they called it Nova Anglia — ^now New England. Both had 
to contend with many difficulties before a permanfflit footing was 
obtained. The natives were suspi<nous of the motives of their 
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white bretluren, and iheir preTions saooess in cutting off tlie first 
settlers made them both daring and dangerous : in truth, they were 
upon the eye of again being annihilated. John Smith, the Qfover- 
nor of the emaciated colony, seeing no other alternative than star- 
vation before them, ventured out in person among the Indians, to 
traffic with them, if it were possible, for provisions. They took 
him prisoner at once, and Powhattan the most powerful chief in 
the country, exulting over his prize, gave orders that his brains 
should be beaten out with a club. While the sentence was about 
to be put into execution, Pocahontas, daughter of the chief, inter* 
posed, and, clasping Smith's head in her arms, laid her own 
upon the block. Upon seeing this the savage chief relented. Smith 
r^ained his liberty and was abundantiy supplied with provisions 
by this noble Indian heroine. Some years after this, Pocahontaa 
was married to a young Englishman of respectability; and from 
that time forth, all difficulty with the Indians was at an end, and 
the colony increased with great rapidity. In the year 1619, a 
Governor General arrived from England, with instructions to con- 
voke a L^islature. This, the first American Legislature, consisted 
of eleven representatives, who sat along with the Governor and 
CJouncil. 

In 1620, the Puritans who had fled to Holland to escape the 
rage of persecution, applied to the Plymouth Company for a part 
of the country included in their grant. As evidence of their good 
faith, they added to their request the followii^ statements 
" We are well weaned from the delicate milk of our native conn* 
try, and inured to the difficulties of a strange land. We 
are knit together in a strict and sacred bond, by virtue of which^ 
we hold ourselves bound to take care of the good of each other 
and of the whole. Nor is it with us as with other men, whom 
small obstacles may discourage, or small discontents cause to wish 
themselves home again: we have properly no home, and will 
therefore stru^le hard to find one." 

Preliminaries being arranged^ the pious adventurers embarked 
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in one ship, to the number of 120 sonls^ and landed in the nei^- 
borhood of Cape Cod, in what is now called Massachusetts, on the 
22nd of December, 1620. They called the name of this place New 
Plymouth, which it still bears, and chose as their Governor, one 
John Carver. The Puritans made good their promises : instead 
of reetiessly icoaming about in search of gold, as others had done, 
they immediately applied themselves to agricultural pursuits, and 
very soon earned for themselves a comfortable subsistence. 

New York was settled by the Dutch as early as 1609, and was 
held by them until 1664, when the Duke of York sent out a pow* 
erful force to dispossess th^n. The Dutch submitted, and the New 
Netherlands, as it was called, became an English Province ; the 
name of '^ New Amsterdam " was changed to ^' New York,'' and 
the town of '' Orange" took the Qame of Albany, (me of the 
Duke's titles. 

In 1623 the first settlements were made in New Hampshire. 
1624. New Jersey was settled by the Dutch and Danes. 

1627. Delaware was settied by a number of Danes and Fins. 

1628. John Endicot and othelrs colonized Massachusetts. 

1632. Maryland was granted to Lord Baltimore and settled next 
year. 

1633. The first house was erected in Connecticut. 

1639. Colony of New Haven formed, and charter granted for the 
Province of Maine. 

1663. Ehode Island chartered. Carolina granted to Lord Claren- 
don and others. 

1681. Penn, the Quaker, obtained a grant of the Province of 
Pennsylvania. 

1782. New Brunswick became a Province. 

We have described a variety of unsuccessful efforts, on the part 
of the English, before they secured a permanent footing on the 
shores of America. We shall now see how it fared with our rivals 
the French. '< They were not inattentive spectators of the enter- 
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prises of ibd otber Eturopean powers, and at an early period several 
Freneh naTigators visited Canada, for the purpose of annexing it 
to the Crovm of France. Although their first attempts at settle- 
ment were equally imfortimate with those of other nations, yet 
the trade with the Indians and the fisheries on the ooast proved 
so lucrative, that the number of annual adyenturers to that 
country was very great." It is not precisely known by whom 
the coast of Nova Scotia was first seen, after the Toyage of Cabot. 
The Marquis de la Eoohe was the first however who visited it 
with an intention to colonize. He sailed from France in the year 
1598, carrying with him a number of convicts from the prisons, 
and landed on the Isle of Sable, which Hes about two hundred 
miles to the east of Nova Scotia. This desert island, since ren- 
dered notorious from the number of ships that have been wredced 
on its treacherous shores, was absurdly deemed by the Marquis, 
a fit place for a settl^neht. He here landed forty persons, and 
proceeded to explore the main land. Unfavorable weather 00m- 
pelled him to return to France, without the miserable outcasts 
whom he had set ashore. Destitute of shelter and all the necefr- 
saries of life, they were soon reduced to the greatest distress. 
Providentially for them, a ship was wrecked upon the island, and 
a few sheep driven on shore. They constructed huts with the 
fragments of the wreck, which served to shelter them from the 
inclemency of the weather. The sheep being soon consumed, they 
were compelled to live whoUy on fish, and their worn-out garments 
were replaced by clothes made of sealnskin. In this miserable 
condition they spent seven years, when the Song of France sent 
out a vessel to rescue them from their gloomy exile. Only twelve 
of the forty were found alive ; and their appearance was so squalid 
and distressing, that he ordered them a general pardon for their 
offences, and gave to each of the survivors a gratuity of fifty 
crowns. 

No further progress was made by the French in Nova Scotia 
until the year 1603. At that time De Monts, a French gentleman, 
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WB8 appointed Goyemor General of that part of North America 
lying between the 40th and 46th degrees of north latitude, that 
18, £rom Virginia to the head of Hudson's Bay, and which was 
named in his commission ^' Gadie/' It was afterwards yarionsly 
styled "KAcadie," "Acadia," and "Arcadia." 

Se Monts was a Oalvinist, and, strange to say, he was allowed 
the free exercise of his religion personally, upon conditions that 
he should convert the savages to the Boman OathoUc faith. 
He sailed from Havre in March, 1604, with four ships in com- 
pany. His destination was Oaoseau, but being carried to the 
west, he landed on the south-east coast of Nova Scotia. He 
remained there for a month waiting for the other vessels that had 
sailed with him, having on board their supplies for the winter, 
as well as their implements of husbandry and building materials. 
At the end of that time, his companions b^an to be much dis- 
pirited; they could neither undertake a settiement without their 
materielle, nor much longer wait on the arrival of their comrades. 
Luckily however, when they were upon tibie point of leaving, 
intelligence reached them, by a party of Indians, of the arrival of 
the missing ships at Ganseau. 

The stores were transported over land, and, cheered by this 
seasonable relief, their drooping spirits revived. De Monts who 
was accompanied by Ghamplaln and others, now rounded Gape 
Sable, and explored the bay separating L'Acadie from the main- 
land. This they called La Baye Frangois; it is now called the 
Bay of Fundy. Li course of their explorations, they came upon a 
large river, called by the natives Oungandy, but which they named 
St. John. Thence they came to an island which was named 
by them St. Groix. Here they erected a fort and established them- 
selves for the winter. 

They soon discovered however that they had made a very 
injudicious choice of a location ; for on the approach of winter they 
found themselves without the means of obtaining either ^el or 
firesh water. They were reduced to salt provisions, and had to 
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drink melted snow ; the oonseqnenoe was, that thirty six died of 
scurvy, and only forty remained. The following Spring they 
moved to Port Eoyale, now Annapolis ; and, as soon as they were 
comfortably settled,' De Monts returned to France. During his 
absence they suffered a variety of hardships and calamities, and 
were only prevented from returning to France by the shipwreck 
of their only sailing craft. 

De Monts on his return found the colony abandoned : they had 
all left twelve days before. Luckily however they were not yet far 
off, and, in a harbor where they had taken refuge, receiving 
intelligence of their leader's arrival, they returned immediate^ 
and joined him, and abandoned the idea of seeking to r^ain 
France. They now set to work with good courage, to cul« 
tivate portions of the soil, and their labours were amply recom- 
pensed by the bountiful returns which rewarded their exer- 
tions. It happened so far fortunately for them, that their 
lot had been cast on the richest part of a peninsula, elsewhere 
sterile and inhospitable. But although this handAil of settlers had 
made a tolerably good beginning, although they had in numy 
respects bright prospects for their future prosperity, the originators 
of the settlement in France failed to back them up. Suffering 
from the indifference of those who should naturally have upheld 
and strengthened it, the colony did not improve as it would other- 
wise haye done. It remained in a languishing state, undisturbed 
however, by the Indians and others, until iJie year 1613. At 
that time the English settlers of Virginia, hearing of the French 
occupation, and considering them intruders upon their chartered 
limits, dispatched a force, under one Oaptain Argall, to dispossess 
them. He accordingly sailed for Acadia in a ship of war mount- 
ing fourteen guns, accompanied by two smaller vessels, entered the 
Bay of Fundy, and came to anchor abreast of the battery of Port 
'Euiple, and proceeded to land a party of foriy men. A gun was 
fired from the battery as a signal for the scattered settlers to 
assemble ] but Argall advanced with such rapidity, that he found 
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the fart abandoned, nad immediately took posseHaon of it Tlie 
Fiench, completely taken by sarprise, offered but litde resistance. 
<< Some fled to the woods and mixed with Ihe savages ; others went 
to the St Lawrenoe and strengthened the French settlements there, 
the rest were carried to England, and were reclaimed by the French 
ambassador." Thus terminated the first French settlement in 
North America, after an existence of eight years. 

Eight years more ekpsed before the English appear to have 
turned their attention to the settlement of the territory from which 
they had expelled the French. In 1621, King James the First of 
England made a grant to Sir William Alexander, then Secretary 
of State ior Scotland, of the whole of Acadia, which included part 
of New BroBBwick, the islands of Gape Breton and Prince Ed- 
ward, and the difltrict of Gaspe. This tractwas namedfor the first 
time in the patent. Nova ScoHa. Two years after this, a ship 
was sent from England with settlers. On landing, they met with a 
few of the scattered French : haatily forming the opinion that 
th^ had resumed possession of the country, and, esteeming discre- 
tion to be the better part of valor, they returned whence ^ey had 
come, without even making an attempt to form a colony. In 
1625, Charles quitclaimed Nova Scotia to the French king ; but 
hostilities soon after commencing between the two powers, an 
opportunily occurred of restoring it to its rights owners. Therei 
was at that time a French colonist by the name of David Eartck, 
who had sought an asylum in England, from religious persecution 
in his native land. This extraordinary man, assisted by Sir 
William Alexander, fitted out a private expedition, with a view 
of restoring Nova Scotia to the English. In 1629 Sir David 
Eirk, for he was familiarly known by that name, arrived in Nova 
Scotia with an armament of three vessels. With this inconsider- 
able force he reduced all the settlements of his countrymen, both 
in Nova Scotia and in Canada. As a reward for these services, 
he received a grant of the whole of the lands called Canada, upon 
the north side of the Biver Bt. Lawrenoe ; while Nova Scotia and 
aU to the south were confirmed to Sir Wm. Alexander. 
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The grant to Sir William was probably a type of all die grants 
of lands in America made about that time. There were no re- 
stricting clauses, bat on the contrary,an unconditional surrender^for 
reasons conyeyed in the following extract : ^* James, by the Grace 
of God, King, &o., &o. To all the clergy and laily of his 
Dominions, — Greeting, — ^Be it known that we have ever been 
careful to embrace eyery opportunity that offered for the honor 
and advantage of our kingdom of Scotland, and that we think 
there are no acquisitions more eacfy and more innocent than those 
that can be made by carrying new colonies into foreign and uncul* 
tivated countries, where are the necessaries of life ; especially if 
such lands are either inhabited or occupied by unbelievers, whom 
to convert to the Christian Faith is a duty of great importance 
to the Glory -ef God, &c., &c. For these causes, as well as in 
consideration of the good, faithful, and acceptable services which 
have been already, and are to be hereafter, performed to us, by 
our trusty and well beloved counsellor. Sir Wm. Alexander, knight, 
who is the first of our subjects of Scotland that undertook to 
carry over this foreign colony at his own expense, and has desired 
leave to cultivate the lands and countries included within the 
limits undermeniioned : We therefore, from our Eoyal attention 
to extend the Christian Religion, and to promote the wealth, pros^ 
perity, and peace of the natural subjects of our said kingdom, have 
given, granted, and transferred to the said Sir William and his 
hours, all and dngular, the lands of the continent and islands, 
situate in America, as follows, &c., &c., together with all the mines 
of iron, lead, copper, pewter, brass, &o., Ac/' 

Very little value appears to have been set upon these coun- 
tries, by either government, for, by the treaty of St. Germains 
in 1632, they were all restored to France. In 1654, IKova Scotia 
agam became English, and in 1662 French, and so continued 
every few years to be alternately English and French until 1713, 
when, by the treaty of Utrecht, peace was restored between the 
two countries ; Canada was retained }}j France ; Nova Scotia 
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and Newfoundland became British Provinces, and have so con- 
tinued ever since. Nearly half a century however elapsed, before 
any progress was made by the English in settling the country, 
and, during the interval, the French inhabitants b^an to renew 
their claim to a portion of it. " They contended that the name 
of Acadia applied only to the peninsula ; that they had yielded 
that, and nothing more to England, and that the rest of the 
country lying between New England and the Bay of Fundy was 
a part of ^ New France ' which still belonged to them.'' The 
New Englanders loudly remonstrated against this claim, and the 
subject was closely investigated by the Home Government. The 
importance of the position in a mercantile light, became so appar- 
^t, that active measures were soon taken for confirming and 
extending the dominions of the Grown of Great Britain in this 
Province. A systematic and extensive plan of settiement was 
resolved upon, and its execution referred to the Board of Trade 
and Plantations, over which the Earl of Halifax presided. Lands 
were granted gratuitously to intending settiers, and an offer was 
made to convey them and their families to Nova Scotia, to main- 
tain them twelve months after their arrival at the expense of 
Government, and to supply them with arms and ammunition for 
their defence, as well as with implements of husbandry and build- 
ing materials. Attracted by these liberal terms, 3,760 adventurers 
set sail in May, 1749, under the command of the Hon. Edward Com- 
wallis, whom the king had appointed as Governor of Nova Scotia. 
They landed in Ohebucto Harbor, and immediately began to build a 
town for their occupation, to which they gave the name of Halifax* 
This was the first English settiement in what are now called the 
British Provinces. We need not add that it proved a permanent 
and a pi^sperous one, in many ways advantageous to the 
mother country. 

Having dwelt, perhaps unduly, upon the settiement of Nova 
Scotia, we shall bring this chapter to a close by stating, in as few 
words as practicable, the circumstances attending the first setti^- 
ments of the French in Canada. 
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De Monts after, haying established a small colony in Acadia, 
returned to France. '' During his absence many complaints had 
been made of the injustice of the exclusive privileges that had been 
bestowed upon him. In consequence of these remonstrances, his 
patent was revoked, nevertheless he continued his efforts for the 
promotion of the settlement of Canada, and succeeded in obtaining 
» renewal of his privileges for twelve months, upon condition that he 
should establish a settlement on the banks of the St. Lawrence.'^ 
With the assistance of the trading company, De Monts fitted out 
two vessels, the command of which was intrusted to Samuel Cham- 
plain and Pontgrave. On the 3rd of July, 1608, Champlain 
reached Stadacona, where Jacques Cartier had wintered seventy- 
three years before. The Indian town had in the meantime 
dwindled away, and only a few miserable huts marked the spot. 
" This magnificent site was at once chosen by Champlain as the 
place for a future cky, and centuries of experience have 
confirmed the wisdom of the choice." Here he erected huts for 
shelter, magazines for stores and provisions^ and crowned the 
summit of the precipice with barracks for the officers and men. 
He th^i gave to the future capital of the country the name of 
Quebec ; and it is now just one of the very few old towns in 
Canada that retains its original name. 

During the first winter, in addition to the ravages of scurvy, 
these pioneers suffered severely froux the extremities of famine. 
Early in spring, Champlain ascended the St. Lawr^oe till he 
reached the Biver Bichelieu. Following up this stream, he 
emerged upon the beautiful lake that now bears his name. He 
passed through the entire length of it, and thence into Lake 
&eo]^e. Having accomplished the object of his visit, he re- 
turned to France, where he was well received by Henry the 
Fourth, who, about that time gave the name of New France to 
Canada. Champlain devoted the remainder of his life to the 
advancement of the colony, which he kad been instrumental in 
planting on the St. Lawrence. It was mainly at his instigation 

D 
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that New France was restored in 1632 to the French crown, after 
it had been subdued by Sir David KirL At this time he was 
reinstated as Governor of the colony. He died in Quebec in 
December, 1635. 

The death of the master-spirit of the colony was felt to be a 
severe blow to its prosperity. " The company in France, deprived 
of his advice, instead of sending out troops and traders to protect 
and extend the colony, sent out only monks and nuns,'' and their 
possession was by no means so peaceable as to warrant this pro- 
cedure. The settlers had become entangled in a harrassing war 
with the Indians ; an inveterate feud of long standing, was still 
raging between the Huron and Iroquois tribes, when the French 
came to settle in Canada. The latter imprudently allied them- 
selves with the Hurons, and thus subjected themselves to the 
deadly attacks of the Iroquois, who were the most warlike and 
powerful of all the Indian tribes. Their territory m^hb nearly 
eighty leagues in length, and more than forty in width, it 
included the countries bordering upon Lake Erie, Ontario, and the 
River St. Lawrence, the greater part of New York, and also of 
Pennsylvania. This vast space was inhabited by five nations^ 
that could bring twenty thousand efFective warriors Into the 
field. " They had learned to approach like foxes, to attack like 
lions, and to fly like birds." They were not prepared however for 
the new mode of warfare introduced by the strangers, and they 
fled in disorder at the first discharge of the French muskets. The 
English; who had in 1664 dispossessed the Dutch from New Amster- 
dam, and who remained in possession of the conquered territory, 
which they had named New York, ingratiated themselves with the 
Iroquois, already giving way before the combined machinations of 
their double enemy. They were invited to bring their beaver 
and other Airs to Albany, and in exchange were supplied with 
fire-arms and ammunition. This tended to widen the breach 
between them and the French, who, having failed to subdue the Iro- 
quois by force, next had recourse to stratagem. Under pretext 
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of '2L friendly negotiation tbey decoyed ti number of the Iroquois 
chiefs to Quebec, and dishonored the Trench name by a most 
infamoufl perfidy. No sooner had the unsuspecting Indian chiefs 
arrived than they were placed in irons, 'and sent to France to be 
condemned to the gallies. The Iroquois, in retalliation, committed 
the most frightful ravages on the French. About l^e year 1690, 
fhe governor of New Yoit tjpenly espoused the cause of the 
Iroquois, and, as a consequence, hostilities became general between 
the English and French residents in America. In the year 1710, 
a formal alliance was entered into between the English and the 
Iroquois, and the entire conquest of Canada was resolved upon, 
and now for the first time openly acknowledged. No sooner how- 
ever were hostilities commenced, than the wily Iroquois began to 
reason among themselves, that in the event of the English proving 
victorious, they themselves would, in all likelihood soon be annihi- 
lated—that their glorious hunting-grounds would be forfeited to the 
cupidity of their new allies — and they themselves be ignomin- 
iously expelled from " tTieir awn, their native land,^* They saw in 
short, that their very existence depended upon a continuance 
of hostilities between the rival combatants, either of whom 
would tolerate them for the sake of their alliance, until they 
had accomplished their own purposes of self aggrandizement, and 
no longer; and now that the Indian race has melted away " like 
snow before the sun, " we need not express surprise at the language 
used by Sir Francis Bond Head, in a dispatch to the Colonial 
office, dated from Toronto, 20th November, 1836. " The fate of 
the red inhabitants of America, the real proprietors of its soil, is, 
without any exception, the most sinful story recorded in the his- 
tory of the human race ; and when one reflects upon the angubh 
they have suffered firom our hands, and the cruelties and injustice 
they have endured, the mind, accustomed to its own vices, is lost 
in utter astonishment at finding, that in the red man's heart, their 
exists no sentiment of animosity against us, no feeling of revenge ; 
on the contrary, that our appearance at the humble portal of his 
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wigwam is, to this hour, a su^ect of unoBual joy/' Neitiher can 
we wonder, that, at that particular time, yielding to the forebodings 
of their intaitive instinot^ they deserted the EDglish, who, depriv- 
ed of their aid, failed to redjice Canada. 

A second attempt was rendered fruitless from similar causes; 
shortly after which, by the treaty of Utrecht) peace waa restored, 
and Oanada remained a French Proyince. How it eventually 
became annexed to the British Grown, must be reserved for another 
^chapter. 
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CHAPTER III. 

The Mississippi discovered — ^La Salle— Louisiana settled — ^French claims 
—Fruitless negociations— French war in K.A.— <Siege of Looisbonrg 
— Peace — Hostilities between France and England— The fall of 
Quebec— Amherst descends the St Lawrence— Sir William John- 
ston—Conquest of Canada completed. 

(From 1745 to 1763.) 

As early as 1675, the French in Canada had learned in their 
intercourse with t&e Indians, of the existence of a great riyer 
mnch further westward than they had yet penetrated, and, from the 
description given of its coarse, they justly considered that it must 
empty itself into the Gulf of Mexico. No sooner was this made 
known, than a small band of daring adventurers volunteered their 
services to proceed to that distant region, and to ascertain what 
truth there might be in the announcement. The party consbted 
of Marquette, a Jesuit priest, whose virtues were known and re- 
spected by nearly all the Indians of Canada, Jolyet, a merchant of 
Quebec, and six boatmen. They set out in high spirits, and, 
yielding to neither fears nor dangers, reached the head of 
Lake Michigan, entered the river of the Foxes, and ascended that 
stream to the Lake Winibago. A sbort portage brought them to 
the Eiver Ouisconsing, flowing in a westerly direction. Here they 
obtained the services of two Indian pilots, and, swiftly descending 
the river, in a short time found themselves on the bosom of 
the great Mississippi, which they descended for a long distance » 
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and became satisfied that it did empty itself into the Gulf of 
Mexico. Their provisions failing, and having so far accomplished 
their mission, Jolyet returned in safety to Quebec, leaving Mar- 
quette amongst the Miami Indians, to minister ghostly counsel, 
as well probably as to conciliate them, in order the better to secure 
their trade with them for furs. 

Some years after this, La Salle, a Frenchman of family and of 
enterprise, perceiving that the Canadians had neglected to follow 
up the discovery of the Mississippi by settlement, determined to 
add to his fortune, or at least to earn for himself a brilliant repu- 
tation. He proceeded to France, where he was assisted in fitting 
out an expedition. He returned to Quebec, and, taking with him 
Father Hennipin,. proceeded to iha Falk of Niagara.r Duaring the 
winter they constructed a vessel ef 60 tona burihfin:, at a distance 
of about four miles above the Falls. In the Spring they set sail, 
and, traversing the great lakes, landed in Green Bay, and pursued 
their journey thencei in canoes to the Mississippi Having spent 
some time in exploring the river and its. shores, he returned to 
Quebec, and thence to France, for the purpose of urging the Gov- 
ernment to send out a colony.. His plan was approved of^ and a 
party of about 250 sailed for the mouth of the Mississippi; but 
the precise whereabouts of the mouth of that river not having as 
yet been determined, they spent a considerable time in a fruitless 
search for it, and eventually landed about 200 miles beyond it. 
La Salle^ naturally of a haughty disposition, irritated by this dis- 
appointment, quarreled outright with the commander of his fleet^ 
and so exasperated his followers that they fell upon him unawares 
and murdered him i and with him perished the success of the 
enterprise. 

Another attempt was made in 1699, by M. Iberville, a Cana- 
dian. A feeble and dispirited band of emigrants was left by him 
upon the most barren part of the whole country. During forty 
years they dragged out a miserable existence, and at the end of 
that time twenty-eight wretched families constituted the colony. 
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After a time their numbers were replenished by conTiets and felons 
fiom the prisons of France.* Two years rolled on, and the sickly 
colony in Louisiana proved of no value to France, further than by 
a nominal possession, establishing her claim to the territory. In 
the meantime the French fortified a few trading-posts on the 
Ohio, in addition to those they already had along the frontiers 
of Canada, including strong fortresses at Niagara,Frontenac, and La 
Presentation, (C%densburg) for the purpose of keeping the English 
within the raB^eof the Alleghany Mountains. Pursuant to this, they 
asserted their right ta the whole of the western and northern 
parta of America, and this the English were not prepared to con- 
cede. 

In the year 1750, commissioners met at Paris for the purpose 
of ac^usting the rival claims of the French and English to the 
American Provinces ; but no satisfactory terma could be arrived 
at The negotiatixms were broken off, and for a time the colonists 
were left to fight th^r own battles. 

Although N«wfoun<fland and Nova Scotia had been relinquished 
to the English in 1713, unfortunately, the Island of Cape Breton, 
elosely adjoining Nova Scotia, was still held by the French, and 
loi^ remained a thorn in the side of the New Englanders. The 
French were fully alive to the importance of this post in connec- 
tion with the fisheries and the fur-trade, and they spent twenty- 
five years in fortifying it, at an expense of thirty millions of livres. 
The fort at Louisbourg, the chief harbor on the island, was sur- 
rounded by a rampart of stone two and a half miles in circum- 
ference, and thirty-six feet in height, with a ditch eighty feet wide. 
One hundred and five pieces of cannon, mostly 42-pounderi?, 
were mounted on its bastions, besides sixteen mortars. Jealous 
of so formidable a fortification within sight of their shores, the 
New Englanders resolved to demolish this Gibraltar of the New 
World. In the year 1745, they dispatched a force of six thousand 
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Tolunteera for that purpose, under the command of one Mr. Pep- 
peral, a colonel of Militia, who, although bred a lawyer, displayed 
all the tact and bravery of a veteran soldier. Having landed upon 
the island, they immediately invested the city of Louisbourg, sa- 
luted its inhabitants with three hearty cheers, and. thereafter plkd 
them with shot and shell for forty-nine days. At the end of that 
time a general assault was resolved upon, and preparations were 
making to carry it into effect, when the French commander surren- 
dered, and the Provincials took possession of the fort, on the 16th of 
June. It waa only then that they became aware of the vast strength 
of the place, and of the impossibility of carrying it by assault if pro- 
perly defended. It was garrisoned by regulars, militia, and citi- 
zens, to the number of' 4130 men, who having engaged that they 
would not bear] arms against Great Britain or her allies, for 
twelve months, were all transported to Rochfort in France. 
" In no one instance of history," says Haliburton, " is there to 
be found such a combination of f(»iiunate occurrences ; had any 
one of which been awanting, the object of the expedition must 
have been defeated. There was no reason to expect any aid from 
the navy ; but several fortuitous circumstances brought together 
every British ship of war, from the ports of the American conti- 
nent, till they had a formidable fleet of four ships of the Hue, and 
six frigates, under Admiral Warren, mounting in all 514 guns ; 
but this did not lessen the merit of the man who planned, nor of the 
people who effected the conquest of this regularly-constructed for- 
tress, considering that they were but a body of husbandmen, and 
merchants, whoUy destitute of professional skill.*' The Island of 
St. John (Prince Edward) fell into the hands of the English at 
the same time, and its inhabitants were also sent to France. Pep- 
peral and Admiral Warren were both preferred to the dignity of 
Baronets of the United Kingdom, in acknowledgmentof their gallant 
services ; but to the great annoyance of the New Englanders, who 
were bent upon the demolition of this fort, it was restored to the 
French with all its fortifications entire, in terms of the treaty of 
Aiz la Ghapelle, on the 12th of July, 1749. 
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Tbe tranqoiliiiy which Canada had ODJoyed for some time pre- 
vious to this period, served to recover it from that state of langaor, 
into which it had been so long plunged. The varied resources of 
the country, and its unequalled geographical features for sustaining 
a prosperous colony, had at last become apparent to the French ; emi- 
gration began to be encouraged by them, and strong bodies of regu- 
lar troops were sent to protect them from the attacks of the Iroquois 
Indians, as well as from the designs of their more formidable rivals 
in New England. In the year 1753 the population of Canada had 
reached 70,000, exclusive of the troop6,and the Indians, whose num- 
bers in the neighbourhood of the French settlements were estimated 
at 66,000. The French remained clustered thickly together, in 
the vicinity of Quebec, Three Rivers, and Montreal. A few strag- 
gling traders were also to be found at Detroit, and the other forti- 
fied posts we have named. 

While England and France were n<HninaIly at peace, a series of 
vexatious skirmishes, and even some considerable engagements 
took place, between the New Englanders and the French of Ca- 
nada, in reference to projected settlements on the Ohio. Major 
Washington took a conspicuous part on the side of the English. 
The formidable settlements effected in 1749 by the English in 
Nova Scotia, and the large sums of money which were expended 
by them in fortifying the city of Halifax, suggested to the French, 
precautionary Ineasures for their own safety in America. Accord- 
ingly in 1755, they dispatched a fleet of twenty-five ships of the 
line, besides frigates and transports, with abundance of stores, and 
4,000 troops. Aroused by this unusual demonstration directed to 
the shores of America, the English also sent out a fleet of eleven 
sail of the line and a frigate, under Admiral Boscawen with some 
laod-forces, to watch the French movements. The English fleet 
steered for the Banks of Newfoundland. A few days after reaching 
their destination, the French ships also arrived there ; but as there 
was a thick fog, neither fleet saw their antagonist, and the French 
ships entered the Sl> Lawrence unperceived, with the exception of 
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two which had parted company from the squadron.. As bad kck 
would have it, thej came in contact with two English ships of 
nearly equal strength: the two Frenduaen mounting 118 guns^ 
the English 120. A sharp conflict ensued, which ended in the 
oapture of the French vessels ; and by iius act were the two nations 
again plunged into a state of open warfare. Beinlbrcements of 
regular troops arrived from England, and the- New Englanders 
armed themselves for their own defence. The tranquillity of Nova 
Scotia was secured^ by driving the French from the posts they had 
usurped ia that country,, with little or no losa on the part of the 
English. They were less fortunate on the Ohio; ^ere, Oeneral 
Braddock with an army of two thousand nien was totally routed. 
About the same time Sir William Johnston was entrusted with 
the command of an expeditiom against Ciiown Point, on Lake 
Champlain, where the French were strongly posted. With a force 
of 6,Q00 men under hiin, he not only failed to eairy out his de- 
signs against the French, but nasiowly escaped being defeated 
himself; for the. French having ab^ady routed pert of his army> 
came down upon him unawares^ Fortunatdy foe Johnston, the 
surprise was mutual^ and the Fremsh supposing thai he was 
all ready ibr aetion^ halted at 150 yards imm his front. Advaik- 
tage was promiptly taken of this to open fire upon them from the 
great guns^ The fortunes of the day were rergersed ; great numbers 
of tha French were slaughtered, and tiie Baron Dieskau, their com- 
mander,, with many others^ taken prisonerSb. Thia success how- 
ever was followed by no impoetaikt result, and upon the whole 
rather detracted from than added to Johnfiton's militaiy reputar 
tion. 

Gen^ad Shirley was in the same year compelled to abandon the 
attack upon Niagara with whioh he had been entrusted, without 
striking a bk>w. So that upon, the whole, the result of the opening 
campaign of the Fresieh war was disastrous indeed to the British 
axms. 

It would fadr exceed our limits ta attempt- even an outline of 
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th& desperate striiggle. that was maintaiiied, daring eight years, 
between the two powers, for the possession of Canada. But the 
dosing scenes of this memorable period in the history of the coun- 
try are so full of interest to every Canadian,, that they will bear 
repetition, even though they may be already familiar to the reader. 
The importance of Canada as a. colony had already become ap^ 
parent to the statesmen of En^and, and aLthough they had for 
the most part hitherto allowed Uie New Englanders to fight their 
own battles with the French in Canada, the time had now come 
\Rhen the dormant clainL of England should be renewed to tha 
whole of North Amearica,, in virtueof its discovery by John Cabot* 
Canada, so long undervaJxied, was now considered worth fighting 
for,, and the prepasationa made for its conquest were entered 
into with a vigor and alamty which augured well for the final 



In the year 1758, Admiral Bosoawen: left Halifax harbor with 
a fleet of one hundred and fiflj sail,, having on board fourteen 
thousand troops, under Gkneral Amharsiand General. Wolfe. Ou 
the 2nd of June they arrived off Lauisbourg, on Cape Breton Island, 
which the French had spared no means to render impregnable, 
looking upon it as the key to the St. Lawrence; for the same 
roason . the British regarded its destruction, as the first step Uh 
wards the conquest of Canada* Six days elapsed before the troops 
could land, on account of the heavy surf which broke with prodi- 
gious violence along the whole shore. On the seventh day, ihst 
sea having mod^ated^ a landing waa effected, several strong bat* 
teries were erected, and the fortress waa regularly besieged. Aftes 
a. determined resistance of forty-e%ht days, during which W<^ 
covered himself with glcffy, the beleagored garrison were forced, unr 
conditionally, to surrender themselves prisoners of war. The articles 
of capitulation ware signed on the 26th of July y in terms of whieb 
the inhabitants were- transported to France in English vessels. 
The regular troopst^ the marines, and mariners, in aU 5,637 men, 
were sent prisoners eS war to Ejdgland. Two hundred and tUrir^ 
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one pieces of cannon, eighteen mortars, and a large quantity of 
stores and ammunition, fell to the victors. '' Intelligence of this 
aflUr was immediately dispatched to England, accompanied by 
eleven pairs of colors. These were, by his Majesty's ordersi 
carried in pompons parade from Kensington Palace to St. Paul's, 
where they were deposited as trophies, under a discharge of can- 
non, and other expressions of exultation ; and public rejoicings were 
held all over the kingdom." 

The effect of this important victory upon the spirit of the troops 
was exhilirating in the extreme, and it was at once resolved to 
follow it up by a simultaneous attack upon all the strong positions 
of the French in Canada. It was arranged that General Wolfe 
should proceed up the St. Lawrence with 8,000 men, and a consi- 
derable fleet, and undertake the siege of Quebec. General Am- 
herst with 12,000 was to reduce Ticonderoga and Grown Point, 
cross Lake Ohamplain and proceeding by the Richelieu River to 
unite with Wolfe at Quebec. General Prideaux, with a third 
army, was to invest Niagara, and, having secured possession of 
that important point, was to descend the St. Lawrence to Mon- 
treal. 

On the 26th of June, 1659, Wolfe with his armament came to 
anchor at the Isle of Orleans, a short distance below Quebec. He 
immediately issued a proclamation to the inhabitants of Canada, 
informing them, that '' He had come to conquer the province, and 
that he had an ample force at his disposal to effect this. He im- 
plored them, by a prompt submission, to avert from themselves the 
calamities of war. He guaranteed them safety in person and pro- 
perty, and assured them the firee exercise of their religion." This 
earnest appeal, however, had no effect beyond arousing the French 
general to the most energetic measures of defence. The priests 
Urged the populace to resist the heretical invaders, telling them 
it were better for them to die in defence of their country, than 
that they should fall alive into the hands of the cruel and per- 
fidious English. Quebec was in eveiy way prepared for a si^ : 
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the citadel wfus strongly garrisoned with veteran French troops. 
The Marqnis de Montcalm, who conducted tiie defence, took up a 
position along the shore, from the city to the falk of Montmo* 
renci, and was entrenched there, while another force was strongly 
posted at Point L^vi, opposite the city. '^ The Canadians placed 
oonsiderable reliance on the supposed difficulties of the river navi* 
gation ; but when the crowding sails w^re seen rounding the Isle 
of Orleans, the people in despair flew to the churches, to offer up 
their prayers for the preservation of their country.'' So admir- 
nble were the dispoations of the defenders, that their position 
seemed even to an experienced eye to be impregnable, and Wolfe, 
sanguine and intrepid though he was, began to despiur as to the result 
of hismission. Hisfirststep was to dispatch a force to Point Levi, 
which soon fell into his hands, and its batteries were turned 
against the adamantine walls of the <aty.' A part of the fleet was 
stationed above the town, to protect Point Levi, and to guard the 
river. Wolfe hesitated to commence the attack. For five weeks he 
had lain before the fortress, many lives had been lost, and but 
little accomplished. The season too was advancing, and he was 
little encouraged to hazard an encounter so dubious, as must re- 
sult from an attempt to force the strong position of Montcalm. 
He felt that by each day's delay his own army was suffering se* 
verely, while the position of the enemy was daily becoming more 
unassailable. '^ He resolved to attack them where they lay, in their 
intrenchments above the Ms of Montmorenci. The result con- 
firmed his worst fears ; the Snglish grenadiers, who led the attack, 
instead of forming themselves into column, as they had been ordered 
to do, impetuously rushed upon the enemy's intrenchments, which 
they failed to carry. By this hasty movement they were thrown 
into confurion, and forced to retire, leaving five hundred men dead 
upon the field."* The camp which the British had formed bekw 
the Falls, was now broken up, and the army crossed over to the 
south shore of the St Lawrence. A council of war was held, and 
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it was determined to mate a night attack, to scale the heights, 
amd to approach Quebec from the Plains of Abraham, which, being 
the least suspected point of attack, was also the weakest in fortifi- 
cations. 

On the evening of the 12tii of September, a part of the fleet 
was ordered to make a feint below the town ; and in the mean* 
time the whole of the army was hastily embarked on board the 
remaining ^ips, which proceeded about -eight miles Tip the river. 
This ruse de guerre had the desired effect of diverting the attention 
of the enemy, and effectually concealed the Teal design. As soon a» 
it was dark, the first division of the army was placed in boats, and 
silently floated down the river with ttie tide, unlal tbey reached 
the point they had chosen to land at. General Wolfe accompanied 
them himself, and was among the first to spring ashore. The 78th 
Highlanders were in the foremost boats. Headed by their Cap- 
tain, McDonald, they scrambled up the tangled precipice wiili 
amazing activity, and ere long reached lihe summit. Here they 
were met by a small party of the enemy, who were soon overpow* 
ered, and fled immediately to the city with the astounding intel- 
ligence, that the British had landed at their very gates. By the 
break of day, the whole of Wolfe's array had gained the plateau, 
and were drawn up in battle array. The right wing was com- 
manded by Brigadier Monkton, the left by Brigadier Murray, 
and Colonel Howe, with the' light infentry, secured the rear; in 
all the British numbered 4,828 regular troops. The French force, 
exclusive of the Indians, amounted to 7,620 men, not more tJiaii 
balf of whom, however, were r^ular soldiers, the remainder, nd- 
litia and peasantry. " When Montcalpi was informed that the 
English had gained the heights, he t5ouid not credit the report : 
tbe ascent of an army, by such a -precipice, exceeded the idea of 
any enterprise tbat either reading or experience had ever suggested 
to Htti ; but when convinced of its reality, he no longer hesitated ; 
'When he found that a battle! could not be prudently avoided, like 
a true hero he resolved to hazaErdi^: and immediately put his troops 
in motion/' 
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At eight o'clock, the heads of French columns began to appear, 
ascending the hill from the St. Charles river, towards the heights 
in rear of the city, now occupied by the British army. At nine, 
Montcalm moved some distance to the front, and developed his 
line of battle. At about ten o'clock, a crowd of Canadians and 
Indians emerged from the slope which falls towards the north 
east. As they advanced, they opened fire upon the English piquets 
of the extreme left, and drove them in to their supports. Fifteen 
hundred marksmen were concealed in the bushes and com fields, 
who maintained a withering fire upon the British lines, and which 
proved fatal to many a brave officer. Under cover of the smoke 
of these skirmishes, the centre and left of the Frendi army rapidly 
advanced. Wolfe was wounded in the wrist, but wrapping a hand- 
kerchief round the wound, he calmly awaited the attack. When 
the head of the French columns had arrived within forty yards, 
he gave the word to fire, and a volley from the whole British line 
told with terrible eflFect. A desperate struggle Ensued. The 
Highlanders drew their broadswords, and completed the impres- 
sion they had made ; they fell upon the French with their charac- 
teristic impetuosity, and drove them before them into the citadel 
and the fortifications at St. Charles. 

Wolfe was a second time wounded, still he persevered; and now 
that the fortunes of war had turned in his favor, he placed himself 
at the head of the grenadiers, to lead them on to a final charge, 
when unfortunately he received a bullet in his breast. He was 
carried a little to the rear, and the command devolved upon Monk- 
ton, who was immediately afterwards severely wounded. Towns- 
hend the next in command, hastened to the centre, and, finding 
the troops disordered in the pursuit, reformed them as quickly as 
possible. The victory was indeed already complete. The French 
General, Montcalm, and his second in command, were both mor- 
tally wounded ; about a thousand of thie enemy were made prison- 
ers, and an equal ntimber killed. The loss of the English in re- 
gard to numbers, was Tery inconsiderable, amounting only to forty- 
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five killed, and 617 wounded. But the death of Wolfe was truly 
a national misfortune. '' At the age of thirty-five he united the 
ardor, the humanity, and enlarged views of the hero, to the pres- 
ence of mind, and military skill of the commander.'' 

Even under all the agonies of approaching dissolution, he con- 
tinued to encourage and animate his troops. When told that they 
were routed, and fled on all sides, his eyes, then closing in death, 
for a moment brightened up; '^ Who run ?" he exclaimed, '^ The 
French," was the reply. " Then," said he, <' I am satisfied," and 
immediately expired. His remains were conveyed to England, 
and interred at Greenwich. '' Montcalm was scarcely his inferior. 
Though less fortunate in the last scene of his life, he made the 
most perfect dispontions that human prudence could suggest, both 
before and during the engagement" Some years afterwards, when 
Lord Dalhousie was governor in Canada, he erected a monument 
on the citadel of Quebec, which still remains, a graceful tribute to 
the memoiy of the two equally brave and beloved commanders. 

The taking of Quebec was an important point gained towards 
the entire reduction of Canada. Much however still remained 
to be done. During the ensuing winter, the French troops 
retired into the heart of the countiy, and were reinforced to the 
number of ten thousand men. With these M. De Levi proposed 
to attempt the recovery of the capital early in spring. In the 
meantime. General Murray had omitted no step that could be 
taken by the most consummate officer, for maintaining the impor- 
tant conquest committed to his care ; but the garrison had suffered 
severely during the winter from cold and scurvy. One thousand 
soldiers had died, and twice that number were un£t for service, 
when the French arrived before Quebec in the month of April 
following. In order to avoid the hardships of a siege in a place, 
which to him seemed hardly tenable. General Murray at once led 
out his troops to the plains of Abraham, to give them battle. 
After an obstinate encounter, which lasted an hour and three 
quarters, he was obliged to quit the field and shut himself up in 
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the eitadel, hamg^ suataliied a loss of a thousand men killed or 
wounded, as well as the greater part of his artillery. At the same 
time the Frendi lost upwards of two thousand men in the action, 
without deriving any real advantj^ from it. Having driven the 
British into their stronghold, the^ French opened trenches before 
the city walls on lihe very evening of the battle, and vigorously 
proaecuted the siege. In all probability Quebec would have re*- 
verted to its former owners, but for the opportune arrival of a 
confflderable fleet &om England in the month of May. Oheered 
by the prospect of assistance, Murray again marched out at the 
head of his garrison. The French, overawed by the appearance of 
the fleet, did not wait his attack, but fled in disorder, and after* 
wards retired to Montreal, where Yaudrenil, the Gk)vemor of 
Canada, had fixed his head quarters, and was resolved to make a 
last stand. 

In the meantime, Qeneral Amherst was. diligently employed in 
carrying out the pre<)oiMerted measures for the conquest of New 
France. His own progress, however, through Lake Ghamplain, 
had been resolutely disputed by the French, and, although he had 
succeeded in driving tiiem &om Ticonderoga and Grown Point, 
the French were still posted in great strength, at the northern 
esctremity of the lake, on the Isle auz Noix. The advanced sea- 
son of the year obliged Amherst to return to Grown Point fiir 
winter quarters, whioh he did in the month of October. At this 
time he was stiU in ignorance of the result of Wolfe's operations 
at Quebec, and was thus completely frustrated in his efibrts to 
join him. The third division of the army, directed against the 
Niagara frontier, was more suoceasfol. In 1759, General Prideauz 
appeared before Niagara, but was unfortunately killed while 
veconnoitering the fort, to which he had been suffered to advance 
without the least opposition. The conduct of the expedition now 
Sill temporarily upon Sir Wm. Johnston. Amherst had dis- 
patched General Gage to replace Prideaux ; but before he could 
arrive^ J4>hD0ton had already achieved wonders* He vigorously 

s 
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pushed on the siege of Niagara. A party of French and Indians 
1700 strong, had been dispatched from Detroit to relieve the 
beleagored garrison ; but before they could unite, Johnston forced 
them to an engagement, and, after a determined battle near the 
Falls, he completely routed them. The pursuit was hot and 
bloody, and continued for several miles. '^ This was the second 
important military service performed by Sir William Johnston ; 
and it is recorded to his honor, that, though not regularly bred a 
soldier, the most consummate general could not have made more 
jexcellent dbpositions for battle, or conducted the si^, from 
banning to end, with more cool and steady resolution." 

The capture of Louisbourg, of Quebec, and lastly of Niagara, 
had reduced the French sway in Canada to very circumscribed 
limits, and the time was evidently not &r off when it was des- 
tined to be totally extinguished. In 1760, Oeneral Amherst sent 
instructions to General Murray to prepare for an advance upon 
Montreal, with all the troops that could be spared from the gar- 
rison of Quebec. Colonel Haviland was ordered to sail from 
Crown Point, take possession of Isle aux Noiz, and then proceed 
to the same destination ; while he himself, with an army of ten 
thousand men, left the frontiers of New York, on the 21st of June, 
passed up the Mohawk river, and down that of the Oneidoes to 
Osw^, where he was joined by a thotisand Indians of the Six 
Nations, under Sir William Johnston ; and then set out upon that 
memorable expedition down the St. Lawrence, which terminated 
in the bloodless conquest of Canada. 

At that time the difficulty of transporting an army of eleven 
thousand men in safety through the dangerous rapids of the St. 
Lawrence, was conffldered more formidable by far, than even the 
capture of Montreal, for which it was undertaken. In fact, with- 
out French pilotSj not easily to be had, it was deemed impracti- 
cable. Having set sail, the expedition met with no obstruction 
until they reached Isle Boyale, an island below Prescott (now 
known as Chimney Island), where they &und the French so 
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strongly posted, that it required two days of sharp firing to dis- 
lodge them. Having made themselves masters of the place, they 
now commenced a war with the elements : they had reached the 
first of the famed rapids of the St. Lawrence, and the river as it 
became swifter, became also more contracted in width, and afforded 
less sea room for the numerous fleet of boats which were now 
crowded together on its surface. They passed safely down the 
Gkdouse, and Bapid du Plat, and halted for the night at Isle aux 
Gh^ts (opposite Aultsville). In passing the Longue Soult Rapids, 
which are v^ swift, iiarrow, and fall of short turns, with 
numerous dangerous shoals and eddies, several of their boats were 
jammed to pieces. There are still said to exist, opposite Massena, 
the wrecks of several vessels, supposed to have belonged to this 
English fleet, and to have perished at that time. Before reaching 
the Island of Montreal, twenty-nine boats belonging to the regi- 
ments, seventeen whale-boats, seventeen artillery-boats, and one 
row-galley, were dashed to pieces, with the loss of eighty-eight 
men. After a tedious, dangerous, and most harassing voyage of 
two months and seventeen days, from the time they had left New 
York, the gallant Amherst and his brave followers reached the 
Island of Montreal ; having performed a feat, accompanied doubt- 
less with less stratagem, but even more hazardous, than the scaling 
of the heights of Abraham at midnight by General Wolfe. 

Generals Murray and Haviland reached Montreal within two 
days of the arrival of Amherst's army. By this singular and 
happy coincidence, the conquest of Canada was completed without 
further bloodshed. Montreal soon after capitulated, the old 
French war was brought to a close, and, by the treaty of Paris in 
1763, Canada was formally ceded to the English, and became a 
British Province. 

We had intended at this point to have abandoned the history 
of Canada, and to have restricted ourselves to the subject more 
immediately in hand, and to some of our readers, perhaps, we 
should apologize before proceeding further. The original inten- 
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iion was aunply to liave presented a narrative of the action of 
Orysler's Farm, which ooonned in the oonntj of Dnndas and apon 
the Author's &nn. Some referenoe to pieyicras aa well as sabae* 
qaenimoveoients seemed neoessary, in order that it dionld assume 
its relative plaoe and importance in the eventfbl war of 1812. It 
shall be our object in the following chapter^ briefly to trace the 
causes of that war, and to ghmoe cursorily at some of tiie leading 
ercRta in it, and their results. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The Revolutionary War— Its origin and results— Character of Wash- 
ington — ^tleflections on the war— Causes of the war of 1812— Hull 
inyades Canada^Battle of Queenston — Fall of General Brocks- 
Engagements by sea and land — ^Wilkinson's Expedition— Battle of 
Crjsler's Fami-«*Peaee concluded— Incidents— Medals and llona- 
ments— BatUe of Matilda— The affiur at Mariatown— Salmon Riyer 
raid — The tried Sergeant. 

(Pi^m 1763 to 1815.) 

From 1^ yeat 1610, tAen the English, French, and Dutch 
Oolonies were fiist formed in North Ameiiea, up to the treaty of 
Paris in 1763, the progress and prosperity of the British Provinces 
in numbers Imd in wealth, &r ezeeeded even the most sanguine 
ezpeetationB of the adventnroos pioneers themselyes. 

It mil be remembered tibat at this period, Old England was under- 
going all the miseries of a elvil war, and of a poUtioal despotism, 
which closely followed in the wake of tiie ever memorable religious 
Bdbrmation. One innovation <md M. of despotism had followed 
nnother, until the ou^aged people rose in riot, the riot rapidly 
beoftme a revohiiion, and ambition— patriotism'— fknatioi^ wete 
mingled in one headlong torrent — the whole nation was in arms — 
an interval of eleven years had elapsed without the semblance of 
a Parliament being convoked. The king fled from London, never 
to return, till the day of a terrible and memorable reckoning had 
arrived. In 1649, a revolutionary tribunal was formed, Charles 
the first, the lawful king of En^nd, was pronounced a tyrant, a 
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traitor, a murderer, and a public enemy, and his head was severed 
firom Ids shoulders before thousands of spectators, in firont of the 
banqueting hall of his own palace.* 

In Scotland, the Presbyterians fought to the death, in defence 
of their rights, civil and sacred. The Protector Cromwell, with 
an iron hand, subjugated Ireland, and annihilated the military 
force of Scotland. Thousands of Britain's inhabitants were, iti 
such circumstances, glad to seek an asylum in the wild woods of 
America, where they had a wide field of enterprise, and the foil 
right accorded to them of worshipping God, and governing them- 
selves as they pleased ; reserving only the political connection of 
the same sovereign, strengthened by the ties of mutual commer- 
cial interests. '^ At this time nothing could exceed the loyalty of 
the British colonists, and, by the treaty concluded in 1763, Eng- 
land's sway extended over Uie whole of North America, from the 
Gulf of Mexico to the North Pole. Unfortunately for Britain, 
her shortsighted ministers commenced the persecution of these 
loyal colonists, by needless interference with thdr fcxreign com- 
merce, a series of unpopular restrictions and taxations were 
imposed upon them, and the climax of colonial resentment and 
discontent was reached by the imposition of the Stamp Acf 
This act was all but unanimously assented to, by both Houses of 
Parliament, and ratified by the king (George the 3rd), in the year 
1765, and its promulgation in America roused the feelings of the 
colonists to the highest pitch of indignation. Not that the par- 
ticular mode of taxation was in itself more obnoxious than 
any other, but because they repudiated the rig^t of the mother 
country to tax them at all, excepting for their local benefit 
and improvement. The English government justified them- 
selves in this course, as bebg the only method in which the 
colonists could indemnify them for the expense incurred iti their 
protection. The Stamp Act was repealed the foUowing year, but 

« Macaulay I. 99. 
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was followed by no healing balm to the deeply wonnded feelings 
of the re&actoiy oolonists. They refused to be eomforted, 
nor would listen to any terms, short of absolute freedom. From 
remonstrances they proceeded to threats, and from threats 
to open defiance. The several provinces appointed del^ates 
to meet annually in a general congress, to deliberate on measures 
for their common guidance. This at once brought them in col- 
lision with the Government authorities. The cry, To Arms I 
resounded throughout the thirteen Provinces, and slight skir« 
mishes w^e succeeded by pitched battles in the field. The first 
considerable engagement was fought at Bunker's Hill, near Boston, 
in the month of June, 1775, where 500 provincials were killed or 
wounded, and double that number of British. The result, as is 
known to all, was the '^ Declaration of Independence,'' which was 
formally signed on the fourth of July, 1776, and which was fol- 
lowed by the bloody revolutionaiy war. Not till 1783, did this 
war terminate, by Great Britain recognizing the American Inde- 
pendence, and withdrawing from the unnatural contest. '^ The 
Americans nobly fought for, and secured their independence, 
which, while it reflects glory on the American, covers the British 
statesmen with irretrievable infiuny."* 

There are still amongst us men who regard Washington as no 
better than a successful rebel, and who cannot speak of American 
institutions or American men but with scorn and opprobrium. 
We can express no sympathy with such ; and without conmdtting 
ourselves to the question whether the American Colonies did right 
or wrong in throwing off their allegiance and declaring their 
independence, we have no hesitation in saying, that it is the duty 
now, of every British subject, and especially of every Canadian, to 
consign all past animosities to oblivion, and to cultivate, by every 
Intimate means, a spirit of forbearance and amity towards our 
ndghbors. This course is necessary, alike for our own comfort, 
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safety, and prosperity, and for continuing and fostmng those 
eommercial relations which are alike indispensable to both. 

The unbiassed student of bistory wiD, we doubt not, endorse !3ie 
eulo^um of England's greatest historian, who thus sums up ih^ 
character of Washington. " Modem history has not so spotless a 
character to commemorate. Invincible in resolution, firm in oon* 
duct, incorruptible in integrity, he brought to the hdm of a vie*. 
torious republic tiie simplicity and innocence of rural life. A 
soldier from necessity and patriotism, rather than disposition, be 
was the first to recommend a return to pacific counsels when the 
independence of his country was secured, and bequeathed to bid 
countrymen an address, when leaving their goverbment, to which 
there is no composition of uninspired wisdom, wbidi can bear a 
comparison. Having signalized his life by successftil resistance t6 
English oppression, he closed it by iSke warmest advice to cultivate 
the friendship of Great Britain, and, by his casting vote, ratified 
a treaty of friendly and commercial intercourse between the mo&er 
country and its emancipated offspring. It is the hi^est glory <tf 
England to have given birth, even amid transatlantic wilds, t& 
such a man, and that, amid l&e convulsions and revolutions of 
other states, real liberty has arisen in l^at countiy alone, whicb 
inherited in its veins the genuine principles of British freedom.''* 

Nations are not, any more than individuals, exempt from errors 
in judgment. We imagine there are few who will commend the 
policy of Lord Grenville in 1764, which irritated and estranged the 
feelings of a loyal and attached colony. Still later, l^e constitu- 
tion which was conferred upon our own Province in 1791, under 
Mr. Pitt's administration, unwisely divided in twain the Province 
of Canada, which should ever bave remained one and indivisable. 
This blunder has bequeathed to Canada a seemingly irrecon- 
cilable antagonism of race against race, of which it is impossible 
for the most far-seeing to predict the issue. 

•Allison I. 445. 
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The treaty of peaoe wfaicli followed the Amerioan war, was the 
teBoit of no amio&ble feeling towards Britain, or req>ect for Bri^ 
ish institutions, in the minds of American statesmen, but rather 
a matter of expedienoj, nay of necessity. It had become apparent 
to the most warlike, ihat the commercial relations then existing 
between the now United States and Britain, demanded peace for 
their prosperity, the very existence also of the republic required 



The war left behind it a dormant feeling of animosity, and a 
disinclination on the part of eiiher to forbear with the other, 
which thirty years of peaoe did not allay. Puring this pmod th^ 
Ammcans were '^ nursing their wrath to keep it warm,'' and we 
cannot conceal our impression, that the war of 1812 was an un- 
natural and B^temve demonstration. As such, it was, we believe^ 
destined by Providence to teach future ages the folly of rushing 
mqnroydced and unpr^wred into hostilities, that might easily and 
iiMiorably be settled by diplomatio negotiations. 

'^^ Thore is little doubt that America wafi influenced in provok- 
ing this war, by the temp<»*ary ascendancy and flattering repre^ 
aentations of Napoleon I. Had they delayed their belligerent 
d^nonstrations until after his final overthrow at Waterloo, the 
Unnatural war of 1812 would nev^ have been recorded in the 
historiim's pi^." A« it was, various were ihe excuses urged for 
Hie oommencemait df the war. Prominent amongst these, was 
ihe right of search claimed by Great Britain for the recoveiy of 
British seamen on boa^ of neutral ships. An unfortunate, and 
by the British Government unwarranted application of this right 
to ships of war in the year 1807, brot^ht about a collision be- 
tween the American frigate '^ Chesapeake,'' and the English ^p 
^' Le<:^)ard," 74. The form^ was known to have on board some 
deserters from the British navy, whom her captain refused to 
Burrender; upon which the British captain fired a broadside>» 
killing and wounding a number of Americans^ The Chesapeake 
struck her colors, the deserters were arrested, and the ships 
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parted. The Leopaid proceeded to Hali&z,wh6re the deserts 
tried by court-martial on board the '^ Belleide/' One of them, John 
Wilson, a British-bom subject, was sentenced to death, and exe- 
cuted four days thereafter; the others were liberated. The Eng- 
lish Oovemment disavowed the act, recalled their captain, and 
offered reparation ; but the American mind was too much exasper- 
ated to listen to reasonable terms, and a proclamation followed 
£)rthwith, forbidding all British ships of war to enter the ports of 
the United States. 

'^ The subsequent policy of the American Government, be- 
trayed a manifest dinnclination to meet the honorable advances of 
Britain, to establish the basis of a permanent peace between Ihe 
two countries, already united by bonds of common origin and 
identiiy of interest." A second naval engagement, the real cause 
of which has never been satis&etorily explained, ended in a very 
different result firom the affair of the Ohesapeake. The American 
frigate " President," fell in with the British ship-of-war '' Little 
Belt," of 18 guns, off Gape Charles, in May, 1811, and, afW a 
sanguinary encounter maintained by the British for half an hour, 
against sudh fearftd odds, the ships withdrew, and retired 
to thdr respective harbors. While l^e former engagement may 
well be supposed to have exasperated the Americans, the latter 
might naturally enough have been considered as an o&et. A 
variety of unsatisfiictory negotiations, resulted in a recommenda- 
tion by the President to place the United States army on a war- 
footing, by raising 10,000 regulars, and 60,000 militia. Oongress, 
more enthusiastic than the president, raised the levy to 25,000 
regulars, and voted a loan of ten million of dollars to prosecute 
the war. 

On the 18th of June, 1812, by a vote of 79 to 49, a bill de- 
oUring war against Great Britain, passed the House of Represen- 
tatives, James Madison being President. For some time previous 
to this. General Hull had been concentrating a large force at 
Detroit, and was in readiness to invade Canada. On the 12th of 
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July, 1812, he crossed over to Sand^oh, with 2,600 men and 33 
pieces of cannon, and issued a ludicrous proclamation, '^ that he 
had oome not to wage war, but to emancipate the inhabitants of 
Canada from tyranny and oppression, and to restore them to the 
dignified station of freemen." Little did he dream of the warm 
reception that awaited him. His first attempt showed him the 
temper of the British steel, and he lost little time in beating a 
retreat to his stronghold in Detroit, where, strongly entrenched, a 
honiiliating rettribution awaited him. No sooner did the tidings 
of an inyasion reach York, the capital of Upper Canada, than 
General Brock, then Lieutenant Goyemor, set out in person in 
quest of the foe. Nowise intimidated by the strength of his posi* 
tion, he boldly followed him up, determined to punish him for his 
temerity. With only 300 regulars, 400 militia, and 600 Indians, 
he invested Detroit, and before preparations could be made for an 
assault, on the 16th of August, the American general sent in a 
flag of truce, and, without drawing a trigger, surrendered himself 
and all his host, prisoners of war. This ungallant conduct of 
General Hull was suitably recognised by his superiors : he was 
tried by court martial, and, for his unheard of cowardice, was sen- 
tenced to be shot, though he was subsequently pardoned. By his 
surrender, not only Detroit, but the whole of the Michigan terri- 
tory, fell into the hands of the British. 

On the 13th of October foUowiag, the Americans, under Gen- 
eral Van Ransdaer, met with a signal defeat at Queenston 
Heights. General Brock was again waiting to receive them, and, 
placing himself at the head of his men, bravely led them on to 
the charge, but soon fell mortally wounded. /' Bevmge the (?en- 
eral /" shouted the soldiers, who still pressed on, and literally drove 
a superior force up the mountain side. The Americans were, 
however, at this juncture reinforced, and the British, diq;>irited 
by the fall of their beloved general, and overpowered by superior 
numb^s, were forced to retire. At this critical moment, 
General Sheaffe arrived at the scene of action with 400 fiesh 
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itw^, and immedkiefy detenui&ed to renew the combat. Hay- 
ing gained the hdghtB by a eircuitonB malxsh, the British troopfi^ 
bursting to avenge the ML of iheir general, chazged the enemy 
with irtesifitable determination. Many of the invaders were 
driven over the precifNice into the Niagara Biver, and were 
drowned, whilst thdr general Wadsworth, and 900 men, were made 
prisoners^ '^ The Ml of General Brook, the idol of the army, and 
of the people of Upper Canada, was an irreparable loeS) iemd oast 
a shade over the ^ory of this dear-boQgfat victory/' 

Ijritated rath^ than discouraged, by these two successive fait 
lEUres, to possess themselves of Canada, the Americans resolved 
upon renewing the attempt, and a combined attack upon Upper 
and Lower Canada eimultaneonsly, was determined upon. 

General Smyl^ with 5,000 men, having the command on the 
Niagara AronHer, and General Dearborn, at the head of 10,000 
men, on the Lower Canada confines, took the field. Again were 
they repulsed in Upp^ Canada^ while in Lower Canada, nothing 
<S iany importance Was achieved. This, the third invasion of 
Canada having been frustrated, the troops of both the contending 
parties were sent to wint» quarters. 

In the meantime the American navy had in some measure 
ittoned for the disastrous attempts of the army, and a series of 
maritime engagements ensued in &vour of the Americans. 
Britain had now to learn with surprise, that even on the element 
^ which she claimed the sovereignty, she was not invincible. 
The enthusiasm of the Americans was raised to the highest pitoh 
by these successes, in a quarter the most unexpected, and the war 
was prosecuted with redoubled energy. The capture of Montreal, 
the commercial capital and key of Canada, was consequently 
entertained, as being highly desirable and apparently practicable. 

t>uring ^ campaign of 1813, a number of engagements took 
^Boe with varied success. In the month of January, after a stout 
resistance, the British captured Ogdensburgh ; and on the 27th 
of April, Yorkj the capital rf Upp^ Canada, fell into the 
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hands of tihe Americans. About the same time a strong d^non- 
stration against Saokett's Harbor, by the British, ended in a mis* 
earable disappointment. In May, Fort George, at the mouth of 
the Niagara Eiver, was invested by the Americans by land and 
water, and was battered to jaeces by their cannon, and evacuated 
by its gallant defenders. In June, the British r^ained th^ 
ascendancy, and thrice in suocesGdon defeated tiie enemy, namely, 
at Stony Creek, Beaver I>am, and Blackrock. In September, the 
whole British squadron was swept from Lake Erie ; and Qener^l 
Proctor, no longer able to obtain supplies and ammunition, dis- 
mantled Petroit and Amherstbuigh, and commenced a retreat. 
He was quickly overtaken by the American General, Harrison, and 
nearly the whple British feroe was annihilated. 

Elated with these successes, the Americans openly announced 
their intention of at once taking possession <tf Montreal. Har- 
rison, with 8,000 men, was to con^iplete the capture of Upper 
Canada. Wilkinson, with 10,000 men, at Sackett's HarlxHr, was 
in readiness to act as circumstances might indicate ; and Genwal 
Hampton lay at Ohateauguay, prepared at a day's notice to munk 
upon Montreal. It was arranged that Wilkinson should descend 
the St Lawrence, and, bring joined by Hampton at the Lake St. 
Louis, that they two should ck)se the campaign by a triumphal 
entry into Montreal, and establish themselves there in com&rtable, 
winter quarters* 

The season bring far advanced and all things now ready, Wil- 
kinson moved his army to Grenadier Island, nearly opposite 
Kingston, with a view of first reduring that post, and then in 
succession demoUshin^ all I2ie minor ferts between that and 
Montreal. Finding, however, a powerful British fleet and land 
force there ready ta recrive him, under General De Botten- 
burgh, on the fifth of November, he skUfdlly shifted his plan of 
attai)k, and, while appearing to menace Kingston, suddenfy 
changed his course downstream, and swiftly ^ed down the river, 
towards Presoott and Ogdensburgh. laeutenaatfOolQaAel Pearson 
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was in oommand at Presoott, and kept a vi^lant look out On 
the first of November he had dispatched Lieutenant Bunoan 
Olark to Elliott's point, five miles above Brockville, with in- 
structions to observe the movements of all vesseb navigating the 
river, and at the first appearance of the enemy, to endeavor to 
ascertain their number. " You will/' so read Ids instructions, " upon 
the appearance of an enemy, instantly take horse, and repair to 
Prescott, with all possible diligence, alarming the country as you 
pass down." On the evening of tiie 5th November, Lieutenant 
Clark, in obedience to the oommand, took the first /armer's hone 
he could lay hands on, and hastily returned to Prescott, reporting 
the approach of the American army in great force, on board of a 
flotilla of some three hundred of every description of craft, in- 
cluding several gun-boats. 

Upon this announcement, the most active preparations were 
made in Prescott, to redst a landing, and to prevent them £rom 
passing down. Wilkinson, however, again dodged the British. 
Unwilling to expose his troops to the guns of Prescott, he landed 
them on the American shore, two miles above, and marched them, 
by a circuitous route, about the same distance below Ogdens- 
buigh. The boats, manned by only a few hands, hugged the Ameri- 
can shore, and under cover of night passed the Ibrt. An active 
bombardment was kept up on them tiie whole night, without 
however doing much damage. Having dropped down beyond 
gun-shot reach, the troops again embarked, and soon glided down 
the Galops rapids, meeting with no obstruction until they reached 
Point Iroquois. There, the river is reduced in width to about 
five hundred yards, and is very rapid. A piquet of about a dozen 
men, amongst whom were Jacob and Peter Brouse, were posted 
at this pdnt, which commands an extensive view of the river. On 
Sunday afternoon the 8th,* they discovered the flotilla of boats and 
barges rajadly approaching ; the river seemed literally covered by 
them. The advanced boats were soon abreast of the piquet, 
who fired a volley at them by way of welcome. The report of 
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their pieces aroused their comrades of the Dondas militia, two 
hundred in number, who lay in the hollow in rear of the pmt^ 
under captain Monroe : they were quickly on the spot, and gave 
them another yolley. The enemy were thrown into some confosion 
by this surprise, and, being in ignorance of the number of their 
opponents, did not attempt a landing, but instantly struck 
across the river, and brought to in the bay opposite. Wilkinson 
observing this movement, and determined to ascertain the cause of 
it, as well as the strength of his opponents, ordered the main body 
of the jQiotilla, still nearly a mile above the point, to draw in to 
the Canada shore. Accordingly they landed at Jacob Brouse'a 
fiirm and disembarked the troops, who, without losing a moment^ 
proceeded by land in quest of a foe. Monroe, and his gaUant 
little band, were now in turn taken aback, and, perceiving resist- 
ance to be hc^ess, quickly relinquished their post, and made the 
bestof their way to the woods, allowing the invading host to pass 
down unmolested. As the day was now fiir spent, the Americans 
continued their march only about one mile below the present village 
of Iroquois, and encamped there by the river side, within sight of 
their comrades, who still kept to their boats in the bay opposite. 
These now put into the stream, and, crossing the river, landed at 
the same place. They remained there till Tuesday about noon, 
meanwhile making themselves quite at home, and receiving from 
the farmers, such stores as they could supply. Their officers, 
strictly enjoined them to pay for every tlung that they took; 
and in justice to them it must be allowed, that the household stuff 
of the farmers was respected. The hay and grain in the bams 
were, however, seemingly considered lawful booty, and much more 
was wasted and trodden under foot than was actually consumed. 
The British government, however, subsequently, with characteristic 
honor, amply compensated the fanners for their losses in this way. 
Wilkinson, suddenly alarmed by the report of an armed force 
coming down upon him fix>m above, and rightly judging that he 
had tarried long enough, early on Tuesday the 10^ embarked his 
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fbrces, and, passing witihoat molestation the Rapid du Plat, pro* 
oeeded to the lower limit of WilUamsburgh. He there halted for 
the pnrpose of obtaining pilots, lightening his boats, and making 
other necessary arrangements for descending the dangerous rapids 
of the Longae Saolt. He was on the same day reinforced by 
General Brown's brigade of 3000 men, and a body of dragoons 
from the American side. These, with a portion of Wilkinson's 
troops, were sent in adyance by land, to clear the way of all 
obstructions, and to take possession of the GoTemment stores and 
ammunition at ComwalL By noon of the same day, Wilkinson 
was apprised, by the booming of cannon, tiiat B]:!Own was already 
engaged, some distance below. It appears that Brown, on his 
march to Cornwall, was intercepted by the Glengarry militia^ 1300 
strong, under Major Pennia, near Hoople's Greek, He accordingly 
placed a gun in position, on the elevated ground there, and prepared 
to force his way. The militia being undisciplined, and indifferently 
armed. Major Dennis did not venture an engagement, and, after 
4rmg a few volleys of musketry, retired into the interior. Browne 
pushed on to Cornwall. His boats meantime having run the rapids, 
by at Bamhart's at the foot of the Sault. 

Great was the consternation in Cornwall, and throughout Glen- 
garry, when it was announced that a powerful American army 
had landed, and was even now at their very doors. The 
country lads, who had been summoned to fight for their king 
and country, and '^ their ain fire sides," and who had frequently 
been seen to mount guard, armed with an axe or a pitoh-&rk, 
b^n to feel some uneasiness as to the result of a conflict, in which 
their rude implements would be met by the musket and bayonet 
in the hands of disciplined troops. As soon therefore as the 
enemy's landing had been reported, all the waggons that could be 
fi>und in the surrounding country were despatched to Cornwall, 
where a large amount of Goyemment stores destined for Upper 
Canada had been detained* One hundred and fifty wagons 
wen loaded with the stuff, and before Brown aidved at Corn- 
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wall they were beyond his reach at St. Andrews, five miles in rear 
of the town. The cavalcade rested here for an hour, and then 
pushed on through mud and mire, till they arrived at Martintown, 
where they passed the night. The next evening they reached the 
river de Lisle, and encamped for the night, indulging in all kind of 
surmises as to the result of the engagement in Williamsburgh — 
the whereabouts of Brown, and more especially as to the compa- 
rative safety or danger of their own precious carcases. How &r 
they would have fled, or what would have bec<5me of them had 
the enemy overtaken them, it is difficult to imagine ; but their 
further retreat waa arrested by the arrival of Colonel Crysler 
direct from the battle-field, with news of the enemy's defeat. 
The Highlanders swung their blue bonnets in the air, and made the 
neighboring forest to resound with their vociferous cheering. They 
immediately proceeded to Coteau du Lac, where they lefb the 
stores, and returned to their homes. 

But to return to Wilkinson, whom we left at Williamsburgh. 
He effected a landing at Cook's Point, and from that place 
to Charlesville, a distance of about three miles, the shore was 
lined with his boats. Cook's tavern, a large and substantial build- 
ing, was made his head quarters, and all the farmers' houses around 
were filled with his men. The Americans were in excellent spirits ; 
they appeared to be quite enchanted with the appearance of the 
country, and assured the farmers that they might consider them- 
selves perfectly safe under their protection — that they had not 
the slightest intention of molesting them, or injuring their pro- 
perty — ^for in a very short time they would return, to share their 
farms with them. Here, as in Matilda, they paid in Spanish 
dollars for all the provisions the farmers had to sell, and the 
conduct of their officers is never spoken of by those of the farmers 
who still survive, without the remark, that ^' they behaved them- 
selves like gentlemen." 

At the commencement of this expedition Wilkinson had issued 
the following pompous proclamation : '^ The army of the United 

r 
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^^ States, whieh I have the honor to oominaitd, invades the Pro« 
*^ vinoe to eonquer, not to destroy ; to subdue the forces of his 
'^ Britannie Majesty, not to war against unoffending subjects. 
" Those therefore ftmongst you who remain quiet at home, should 
^ victory incline to the American standard, shall be protected in 
^' tjbeir persons and property ; but those who are found in arms 
*^ must ndcessarily be treated aa avowed eioanies. To menace is 
*' unmanly — to seduce didionorablo-^yet it is just and humaae, to 
^ place these alternatives before you.'' In the mean time, Lieute* 
mant-Oolonel Morrison, of the 89th regiment, lost no timie in 
setting out in pursuit of the enemy who had so dexterously given 
him the slip at Ejngston, and hastily embarked the small body of 
troops that couM be spared &om that important pointy on board 
of several ^ps of war and a flotilla of gun boals;. These were 
neceasarily slowear in tiieir miotion tuid less easily aoianaged in iho 
intricate channel of the river, than the light boats and batteauz 
of his oi^nent Wilkioaon^ asid it was nc^ uovtil the evening of 
the ei^th, that the squadron reached Prescott. The troops were 
immediately transferred to smaller Graft, and, b^ng reinforced by 
detachments of the Canadian Fencibles and Yoltigenr corps, under 
llaeut^anVGolonel Pearson, and accompanied by ibe gun-boate 
under Captain Miftlcaster, amounting in all to 850 men, ]ei% Pre»> 
oeitt »t satn-down on the 9th, im pursuit of the eni^ny. They 
landed at Saver's in Matilda and halted there fiir the ni^t, where 
intelligenoe readbed them tdiat the enemy had landed a short distance 
fj»:ther down the river. Early next morning Morrison marched 
to Point Iroqwns, &om whence the Ammcan army, nearly two 
opoiles distant^ was distiuoidy visibls* He continued to advance umtil 
he came within half a mile of his adveusary, and, having ascertained 
his numbers and position, decided that he woaldnot i^ere hasaj:d aa 
ea^^agement, and returned to Point Iroqnois. No sooner had he 
done so, than the Americans took to their boats and were off 
again. Morrison likewise embarked aad oaatiously Mowed, 
well aware timt WiMason must land again ece henm the rapids nf 
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the Longue Sault ; and he hoped to meet him on more fkyordbte 
gronnd than that which they had abandoned. During a halt, 
two American soldiers were observed, on the opposite side 
of the river, shouting at the top of their voices, and waving 
their caps in the air, evidently mistaking the British vessels 
for their own. A small boat was run across, and the green una 
brought off, prisoners of war, the victims of misplaced confi- 
dence. Another halt of two hours ensued at St^lta's bay, near the 
WiUiamsbuigh stage-house, during which time a gun-boat with 
Mtj men was sent across to Hamilton (now Waddington). Thtt« 
&ey found a* conaderable quantity of ammunition and some 
stores, whieh tibey seized, and, having burned the banracks, they 
quickly embarked and rejoined the fiotiUa. 

The same evening, having learned that the Americans were 
landing in force at Cook's, Monrison dropped down to Monroefn 
bay and there landed his troops, at a distance of about two v^hi 
above them. That very evening ^e enemy's piquet approached 
file Britirfi, but was quickly driven in, and a strong patrol was 
set for the night. Orysler's house was made the head quarters of 
the gallant lit^ army, and a council of war was held there, to 
whrieh all ihe commissioned officers were admitted, and, not- 
withstanding the fearful odds, it was then determined to give the 
enemy battle. 

All that Morrison as^ed for his handful of troops was " a fair 
field and no favor," and in the level and open fields of the " old 
Crysler fturm," he saw at a glance, just such a battle-ground as he 
desired. And if hfe could only entice the Americans to meet him 
there, he felt perfectly confident that their raw recruits, even 
though their number might be legion, must eventudly yield to 
the steady and resoiute charge of t^e British bayonet. Upon this 
weapon and the discipline of hiar troops, he based all his calcula- 
tions for success. From the <Ad Crysler house, still standing 
by the way-side, the road leading to the woods extended a distance 
of about hitf 11 mile from tibe river St. Lawrence, and at right 
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angles to it. This road, forty feet in width, was lined on either 
side by fences constructed of heavy cedar logs and of about five feet 
in height. Throughout its entire length they afforded considerable 
coTcr, and formed the western boundary of the battle-field elect. 
On the north was a swamp densely covered with timber and 
impassable for troops. On the south it was bounded by the king's 
highway running contiguous and parallel to the river. This field, 
covered at the time with a luxuriant crop of fall wheat, stretched 
away to the east, a distance of quarter of a mile, unobstructed by 
tree, fence, or ditch, and extended northwards to the woods half a 
mile. This plateau is elevated some twenty-five feet above the level 
of the river. To have been of much service, the gun-boats should 
have anchored about mid-channel ; but as the current is here very 
rapid, and of great depth, this arrangement could not be carried out, 
so that they proved of less service in the action than they otherwise 
might have done. In the centre of the river lies an island circular 
in form, of about 100 acres in extent and covered with a dense 
growth of maple trees ; and at the foot of it, a large bay or 
expanse of still water, extending about a quarter of a mile below, 
where the two branches of the river again converge. This bay 
is some distance above Cook's point, where the American gun- 
boats were lying, and was rendered inaccessible to the enemy by 
the rapid current flowing between, and was sufficiently distant to 
be out of reach of their small arms. One of Morrison's gun boats 
was directed to anchor in this bay. Another was anchored imme- 
diately opposite Crysler's house, while the third was stationed at the 
head of the rush-bed some distance above. 

Early in the morning of the 11th November, 1813, Wilkinson 
was preparing to take his departure for Montreal, but Morrison 
was determined that he should not do so, until he had first paid 
for his night's lodging, and a vigorous and galling fire from the 
gun-boats was the significant intimation to that effect. 

Shortly after day-break, the British troops were formed on the 
nia«-mile road leading to the woods, as already described, their 
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right resting on the King's road, under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Pearson, consisting of a skeleton of the 49th regiment, 
under Captain Nairn. A company of Canadian Fencibles under 
Lieutenant De Lorimier, and part of a troop of Provincial dra- 
goons under Captain R. D. Frazer, with the companies of the 
Voltigeurs, extended a little in advance under Major Herriot. 
The left wing was commanded by Lieut. Colonel Morrison, con- 
sisting of the 89th regiment of the line, and a party of militia, 
under Lieut. Samuel Adams, with about thirty Indian warriors, 
posted along the skirts of the woods under Lieut. Anderson. 

Observing the determined attitude of the British, the American 
army was quickly drawn up in battle array on Cook's farm, dis- 
tant about one mile and a quarter, under the command of General 
Boyd, Wilkinson being confined to his barge by indisposition, 
induced it is said by intemperance. 

Thus arranged, the adverse armies, each confident of victory, 
yet neither seemingly inclined to begin the conflict, rested on their 
arms, ready to march at the word of command. With a view of 
bringing the Americans to the ground he had selected, Morrison, 
about noon detached a small force to proceed within range and 
open fire upon their opponents ; they were met by a similar party 
of Americans, before whom they retired, their pursuers following 
them up to within ten or twelve yards of the nine-mile road, 
where the main body were concealed by the fence. The first inti- 
mation they had of their presence waa a well-directed volley of 
musketry. They immediately took to their heeU (so says our 
informant) and lost no time in rejoining their comrades at Cook's, 
leaving however three or four of the party dead on the field. 

Now that American blood had been drawn, the American Gen- 
eral could no longer honorably remain inactive, and a strong 
movement was made in advance. The British moved down 
in force, about a quarter of a mile, to the edge of a deep ravine, 
and there calmly awaited the attack. 

A strong body of the enemy's cavalry having made a rapid 
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advaiioe, gallantly dashed up the side of the raviDe, but met with 
sueh a warm reeeption at the summit, that they were foreed to 
wheel about, and retire in disorder, in their downward retreat 
over-riding many of their comrades who were pressing on behind. 
A strong reinforcement of infantry however coming up to their 
sujj^port, they rallied and made another desperate charge. This 
time they succeeded in gaining the levd ground, and a san- 
guinary contest was maintained for sonie time, till the British, 
with a steady and irresistible charge, drove them at the point of 
the bayonet once more into the ravine, but not until Captain 
Nairn, and enidgn Clause of the 49th, and Lieut. Pe Lorimier of 
the Canadian Fencibles, were killed. 

About the same time the enemy's columns under General 
Covington, who rode a white horse, were advancing on the right 
and centre of the British line in double quick time, with a view 
of turning their flank. Colonel Morrison, observing this, formed 
the 89th in echelon ; the enemy then gave a cheer, and commen* 
ced a determined and very destructive fire, which the British 
troops returned with deadly effect. This checked his advance^ 
and at the same time a considerable number of the enemy were 
captured by the militia, under Lieut. Adams. They were also 
thrown into some confusion by the fall of General Covington, who 
was at this time mortally wounded while in the act of pointing out 
to his troops the mode of attack. A thirty yard sharpnell shell fired 
immediately after, from one of the gun-boats, by Captain Jackson, 
added to their confusion, and caused a wavering in their ranks, 
Morrison now closed his columns with the enemy, and, together 
with the troops under Colonel Pearson, kept up such a destructive 
fire by platoons, that the enemy was driven from his position, and 
compelled to retire from the field, with the loss of one gun, 200 
prisoners, most of his cavalry horses, and a stand of colors which 
were found chained to a stump. " This," remarked a corporal of 
the 49th " is liberty chained to a stump.*' 

Major Heniy Merckley of the Dundas militia, and Captain Kerr 
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of the incorporated militia, attended with the troops, and were ci 
great service in the field during the engagement. The gon-hoats 
also kept up a brisk fire and ^^ scratched " the enemy severely 
while they lay at Cook's, and though their situation was somewhat 
unfavorable, they contributed very materially to the success of the 
day. They were three in number. The two smaller ones were armed 
each with a siz-pounder brass gun. The third one, named the '^Nel- 
8on,'' was a very large and cumbrous galley, mounting a thirty- 
two pounder and a twenty-four pounder, and was propelled by 
eighty rowers, forty on a side. This one was stationed at the 
head of the rush4)ed, and it was from it that the shell was dis- 
charged which wafi noticed as assisting to turn the fate of the 
battle. 

The action lasted till half past four in the aftemoon,and was fought 
with the most resolute bravery by both combatants. Morrison, aware 
that the enemy had a large force in reserve, was unwilling to risk his 
small force in pursuit ; he therefore contented himself with occupy- 
ing for the night, the ground from which the enemy had been driven. 
The Americans repaired to their boats precipitately, and a scene 
of indescribable confusion followed. The east wind having sprung 
up, and the water in the river considerably subsided, their boats 
were left high and dry. The affrighted soldiers as they arrived 
in hot haste from the battle, threw their arms and ammunition, 
and finally themselves into the boats, and in the general scramble, 
the attempts of the officers to restore order were of no avail. 
After much delay in launching, they were once more afloat in 
great disorder, and the whole flotilla moved down the river to 
Bamhart's Island, where they were joined by Brown's brigade, 
and by the dragoons, who brought with them five pieces of artillery 
from the field of action by land, in order to lighten the crafts, 
while descending the rapids. 

To his unspeakable mortification, Wilkinson there received a 
letter from General Hampton, informing him of his (Hampton's) 
repulse by General De Salaberry, near Chateauguay, and his sub- 
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sequent retreat to Lake Champlain. A council of war was hurried- 
ly convened, when it was resolved that the attack upon Montreal 
should be abandoned for that season, and that the army should 
cross to the American shore for winter quarters. On the following 
morning, the combined forces made the best of their way to Salmon 
Eiver, where they laid up all their boats, erecting with extraordi- 
nary celerity, extensive barracks for the whole army, and having 
fortified their position by a strong abattis, they there passed the 
winter. 

The British loss was three officers and twenty-one rank and file 
killed, eight officers and 137 men wounded, and twelve missing. 
Wilkinson acknowledged to three officers and ninety men killed, 
sixteen officers and 221 men wounded. In General Covington 
the Americans lost a brave and able officer. 

Thus terminated the battle of " Crysler's Farm," and with the 
defeat of the American army here, vanished all hopes, during that 
campaign at least, of carrying out their designs upon Lower Canada. 

The conduct of the British troops, r^ulars and militia, was 
beyond all praise, and elicited the encomiums even of their oppo- 
nents. The devoted loyalty of the militia is thus noticed by 
Wilkinson in his report from Salmon Eiver, dated the 16th of 
November, 1813 : " The enemy deserve great credit for their 
zeal and intelligence, which the active universal hostility of the 
male inhabitants of the country, enabled them to employ to the 
greatest advantage." Ingersoll, the American historian, speaks in 
terms of the highest praise, of the conduct of the British and Ca- 
nadian troops, " for the persevering and invincible spirit in which 
they met a formidable invasion, and forced Wilkinson to a dishon- 
ored retreat, when, had they been well led, there was every pledge 
of victory." Morrison, in his report of the battle to head-quarters, 
testified to the " distinguished bravery of the r^ulars and militia" 
under his command. 

The numbers in this engagement are variously estimated. Of 
the British there were, as abeady said, but 850 r^ulars, including 
the men on the gun-boats, a handful of militia, and 30 Indians. 
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The American force engaged, is stated by Wilkinson to have been, 
from 1600 to 1800 men, while British authorities place it at 2900. 
Our information from local sources confirm us in the belief that 
the larger figures are the more correct ; nor have we the slightest 
hesitation in disbelieving the general, who at the same time cooly 
states the British force to have been " from 1200 to 2000 ;— at 
least," says he " there were 1800." 

Allison alludes to the battle thus : '^ The glorious defeat of an 
invasion so confidently announced, and so strongly supported, dif- 
^sed the most heartfelt joy in Lower Canada, and terminated the 
campaign there, in the most triumphant manner." Christie says 
of it : " This, called the battle of Crysler's Farm, is, in the esti- 
mation of military men, considered the most scientific military 
affair during the late war, from the professional skill displayed in 
the action, by the adverse commanders; and when we consider 
the prodigious preparations of the American Government for that 
expedition, with the failure of which, their hopes of conquest van- 
ished, the battle of Crysler's Farm may probably be classed as 
the most important, and the best feught, that took place during 
the war," 

The avowed abandonment of their projects by the American 
Generals, having removed every appearance of danger, the com- 
mander of the forces, by a general order of the 17th November, 
dismissed the sedentary militia, with due acknowledgment of the 
loyalty and zeal which they had manifested. The following is an 
extract : — 

" His Excellency the Governor in chief and commander of the 
forces, in dispensing for the present with the further services of 
the militia, feels the greatest satis&ction in acknowledging the 
cheerful alacrity with which they have repaired to their respective 
posts, and the loyalty and zeal they have manifested at the pros- 
pect of encountering the enemy. Although he has been checked 
in his career by the bravery and discipline of his Majesty's troops 
in the Upper Province, and thus frustrated in his avowed inten- 
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tkm of landing on thJjB island (Montreal), Ids exeelleney feels eon- 
iident, that, had he been enabled to reax^ it, whatever might have 
been his force, he would have met with that steady and deter- 
mined resistance, from the militia of the provinces, which would 
have terminated his third attempt for its invasion, like those which 
{^receded it, in defeat and disgrace." 

The above extracts suffice to shew that the services of the mili- 
tia were duly appreciated, that the battle of Oryster's Farm was 
an important one, and its results highly satisfactory. In the face 
of the well-authenticated &et8 adduced, it will scarcely be cre- 
dited, that Wilkinson had the audadty, and that American histo* 
rians have since had the imbecility, to claim the victory in the action 
of Crysler's Farm. Listen to the Oeneral's modest account, in the 
following extract of his rep<Hrt of the 16th November : '^ It would 
be presumptuous in me to attempt to give you a detailed aoeount 
of this affair, which certainly reflects high honor on the valor of 
the American soldiers, as no example can be produced of undisci- 
plined men, witli inexperienced officers, braving a fire of two hours 
and a half without quitting the field, or yielding to their antar 
gonists. But, sir, the information I now give you, is derived 
ftom officers in my confidence, who took active part in the'con- . 
flict; for although I was enabled to order the attack, it was my 
hard fortune not to be able to lead the troops I commuided, the 
disease with which I was assailed on the 2nd September, hav* 
ing, with a few short intervals of convalescence, preyed on me ever 
since. At the moment of the action I was confined to my bed, 
unable to sit on a horse, or to move ten paces without assistance. 
I must however be pardoned for trespassing on your time by a 
few remarks in relaticm to this affair. The objects of the British 
and Am^can commanders were predsdy opposed, the latter being 
bound by the instructions of his government, and the most solemn 
obligations of duty, to precipitate his descent of the St. Lawrence 
by eveiy practicable means ; because this being effected, one of the 
greatest difficulties opposed to the American army would be sui- 
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mounted ; and the farmer by duties equally imperiems to retard 
it, and if possible to prevent such a descent. The British com^ 
tnander haying failed to gain either of the objects, can lay^no claim 

to the honors of the day The battle fluctuated, and the 

victory seemed at different times inclined to the contending corpo. 
The front of the enemy was at first forced back more than a mile, 
and though they never regained the ground they lost, their Btaibd 
was permanent, and their charges resolute. Amidst these charges, 
and near the dose of the contest, we lost a field-piece, by the fall 
of the officer who was serving it with the same coolness as if he 
had been at parade, or at a review*. . . . • The enemy having halted, 
and our troops having again formed in battalion, front to front, 
and the fire having c^iaed on both sides, we resumed our poBition 
on the bank of the river, and the infantry being nrnch fatigued^ 
the whole were re-embarked, and proceeded down the river, with- 
out further annoyance from the enemy or their gun-boats • 

The dead rest in honor, and the wounded bleed for their country, 
and deserve its gratitude.'' On the 18th he adds a supplementary 
report from which we quote : " I last evening received the enclosed 
information, the result of the examination of sundry prisoners 
taken on the field of battle, which justifies the opinion of the 
general officers who were ip the engagement. This goes to prove 
that although the imperious obligations of duty did not allow me 
time to rout the enemy, they were beaten ; the accidental loss of 
one field-piece notwithstanding, after it had been discharged 15 
or 20 times. I have also learned from what has been considered 
good authority, but I will not vouch for the correctness of it, thait 

the enemy's loss exceeded 500 killed and wounded Having 

received information late in the day that the contest had become 
somewhat dubious, I ordered up a reserve of some 500 men, whom 
I had ordered to stand by their arms, under Lieut. Upham, who 
gallantly led them into the action, which terminated a few minutes 
after his arrival on the ground." 
The United States government, however, took a different view 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S2 CAMPAIGN OF 1814. [CHAP. 

of the matter, and called General James Wilkinson to account for 
his deliquencies upon this and other occasions^, before a court 
martial held at Utica, in January, 1815. In addition to general 
incompetency to command, he was charged with four distinct 
counts. First, " neglect of duty, and un-officer like conduct, in 
eight particulars. Second, drunkenness on duty, with two parti- 
culars. Third, conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman 
in six instances. Fourth, countenancing and encouraging diso- 
bedience to orders." After a protracted trial, and very severe ani- 
madversion from the court, he was discharged. 

Our limits will not permit us to follow out the particular incidents 
of the war, during the eventful campaign of 1814. Several deter- 
mined attempts at invasion by way of the Niagara Frontier were 
resolutely repulsed, not however without severe loss on both sides. 
The battle of Lundy's Lane was perhaps one of the most extra- 
ordinary ever recorded ; the more so from the romantic ground on 
which it took place,it being close by the falls of Niagara, and the time 
the dead hour of night. " Nothing,'* says • Christie, " could 
have been more awful and impressive than this midnight contest. 
The desperate charges of the enemy were succeeded by a death- 
like silence, interrupted only by the groans of the dying, and the 
dull sound of the falls of Niagara, while the adverse lines were 
now and then dimly discerned through the moonlight, by the 
gleam of their arms. These anxious pauses were succeeded by a 
blaze of musketry along the lines, and by a repetition of the most 
desperate charges from the enemy, which the British regulars and 
militia received with the most unshaken firmness." This memo- 
rable action was fought on the 25th July, 1814. Both parties 
claimed the victory; — at midnight, however, the Americans sounded 
a retreat, and regained their camp near Chippewa, which they 
abandoned the following day. In their haste to be off, they threw 
the greater part of their baggage, camp equipage, and provisions 
into the rapids, and continued their retreat in great disorder 
towards Fort Erie. Surely the victory remained with those who 
occupied the field. 
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In August, the British made a descent upon Washington, the 
capital of the United States, and, after a short and decisive engage- 
ment, dispersed its defenders, and thereafter applied the torch to 
all the public buildings in the place. In a short time, the Capitol, 
the arsenal, dockyard, treasury, war-office, the President's palace, a 
well as the great bridge across the Potomac, were consumed by the 
flames. The Americans as they retired, aided the conflagration, 
by firing their magazines, containing immense quantities of powder, 
as well as twenty thousand stand of arms. Two hundred and six 
pieces of cannon, and one hundred thousand round of ball-cartridge 
were taken by the British, and all the warlike establishments in 
the place were levelled with the ground. 

On the other hand, the British, under Sir George Prevost, were 
most disgracefully beaten, on land and water, at Plattsburgh on 
Lake Champlain. Their ships were compelled to strike their 
colors, their gun-boats to seek safety in ignominious flight, and 
the veteran heroes, who had marched under the standard of the 
invincible Wellington, were forced to retire in confusion and 
disgrace, leaving behind them an immense amount of stores. With 
the exception of some minor engs^ements on the Niagara Frontier, 
this terminated hostilities in Canada. But in January, 1815, the 
British experienced a severe repulse at New Orleans, upon which 
they had made an attack, and which was bravely defended by 
General Jackson. 

In the meantime a treaty of peace had been concluded at 
Ghent, on the 24th of December, 1814. This was not formally 
announced in Canada until the 1st of March, 1815. The militia 
were consequently disbanded and sent to their homes, having 
throughout the war been characterized by the most devoted loyalty, 
and unflinching courage. 

We shall close this part of our subject with a few fragmentary 
incidents connected with the battle of Crysler^s farm, and the 
county of Dundas, as communicated to us by men of the time, 
and which we consider reliable. 
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There was one Saonae] Adams of EdwardBbmigh, who, with his 
father, aeted as a hearer of dispatches from Montreal to Eingsion. 
He was a tall, handsome, a^^ti^e, and veiy powerful young man, 
and withal, as brare as he was powerful. On Ihe day of the battle 
at Crysler's, he ha,ppened that way, where, although duty urged 
him to proeeed, he nevertheless resolved to tarry awhile, intending 
to make himself useful if posable, and at all events, to see the 
fun. Having no particular duty assigned to him by the officer in 
eommand, he resolved to have a foray on his own hook ; accordingly 
in the morning eariy, he left the British lines, and, making a detour 
tlnrough the second concession, came out upon the river at Baur 
ney's farm, in rear of the American army. Just as he reached the 
Bang's road, which at ihat time followed the margin of the river, 
a troop of the enemy's cavalry, who had been quartered at Louck's 
inn, daj^ed up at fidi speed. Beedstance and flight being 
i^e out of the question, he threw himself down behind an 
old log, which barely served to conceal him from the horsemen, 
who, in their hurry, passed within a few feet without observing 
him. He had not time to congratulate himself on his narrovr 
escape, before the noise of acooutrements warned him of the 
approach of a party on feet, and caused him to repent the rashness 
of his adventure. He kept to his lair closely, until he should 
ascertain their ntmif>ers, and soon discovered that his alarm was 
caused by a brace of American officers, in dashing uniform, who 
were leiaurely sauntering up the road, th^ swords dangUng on 
the ground, and a psdr of pistols in each of their belts. Adams 
feh quite relieved, thait the odds were no more than two to one, and 
at onee made up his mind that he would h<z^ them. licaving 
fats ambuscade, he planted himself in frMit (^ them, and, levelling 
his musket, with an air of determination summoned them to 
surrender their arms, or their fives. To his surprise th^ did 
Bvrender at discretion, and, arming himself with their pistds, for 
his own musket was unloaded, he marched them back to the woods, 
and reached head-quarters by the same route he had left, with his 
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prize, Ib thae to take a part mik t\% myitia in l&e battle. His 
ezpknt was rewarded wi^ a pair of caralry horses lM*anded U. S., 
which he retained for many jears afterwards* 

Preriotts to the battle of Crysler's Farm, the American soldiers had 
imprudently been feasting to excess upon honey, which they found 
plentifully in Matilda and WiUisAisbarg. The oonsequenee was, 
that hundreds of them were so weakened and enervated by dysen* 
lery, that t^ey reeled and sta^ered like drunks men, as they 
were marched up through the mud, anckle deep, to faee the resolute 
charge of the British bayonet. Even in the field of batUe they 
could not be restrained ham repeating t^ imprudence, fer in 
passing Boack's £arm, wh^e stood nearly one hundred bee-hives, 
many of them so literally surfeited themselves that they died 
in consequence, b^ore the battle was over; their bloated 
corpses presenting a dbgnsting aspect, as ^e honey with wlndi 
tiiey were gorged^ oosed ftom Uieir nu^nths, their noses, tmd even 
&om ^eir eon. 

The Indians present on the field, though 4»nly thirty in number, 
so yeliled like demons, during the engagement, that many of the 
mw American recruits were terrified beyond measure, and, no^ 
knowing whither tdiey went, plunged into the woods, to escape the 
dreaded horrors of tlhe scalping-knife. On the evening of the 
battle, fourteen prisoners, more dead than aiive with fright, were 
captured in a pile in the Nudle Bush, two miles distant fieom the 
field of battle, by Ensign Snydor, Oeorge Cook, and ethers of the 
militia. 

The baitt^ being done, Cryaler^s hoose, wkoch had hiHiherto been 
M(»riaon's head-quarteie, was now converted into an hospital, and 
was literally filled throughout with the wounded ; and suffenng 
friends and foes, were indiserimiBatefy tended with unrnmitting 
eare and sympatl^y, by the members of t^e hooaehold. The day 
Mowing the engagement was deve^ to borying the dead. EUty 
were buried in one hnge gnwe, ea a sand baoQ ebse % Ae nkie- 
mile road) fifeteeD in another gsave m theiNrfhard by the river side, 
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thirty on SoprenusCasselman'sfarm, and the rest, chiefly where they 
fell. Their harried sepulture is attested, by many of their skeletons 
having been turned up by the plough. During the past year, two 
entire skeletons were thus rudely disinterred, at a depth of not 
more than nine or ten inches from the surface of the ground. 

Medals commemorative of our Canadian battles were struck 
by the British Government in 1848, and the same year were 
distributed amongst those who were present on the diflferent 
fields. There are however several who were in the action of 
Crysler's farm, that did not receive a medal, simply because 
they did not take the trouble to apply for it. Amongst these 
is Major Merkley, whose name appears in the report of the 
battle. The medals are of silver, veiy chaste and beautifully 
finished; they are held in high estimation by their owners, 
and a medal-man is considered as only inferior to a genuine old 
U. E. Loyalist. On the one side of the medal, are the Queen's 
head, with the features particularly well defined ; "Victoria Eegina" 
in raised letters on either side, and the date " 1848 " below. On the 
reverse is a representation of Her Majesty, standing on a dais 
carved with a lion couchant, and in the act of crowning a kneeling 
warrior, with a wreath of victory and the inscription " To the 
British army 1793-1814." On the clasp is the name of the action 
(mispelt) " Chrystler's Farm," and on the outer perimeter, the 
soldier's name, and " Canadian Militia " engraved. At the time of 
issuing the medals, something was said in r^ard to the erection 
of suitable stone monuments, on each battle-field, by the Canadian 
government. This would indeed be a graceful acknowledgement 
of the services of the militia in conjunction with the Queen's 
troops : but as we have heard no more of the matter, the inference 
is that the pious purpose has been abandoned. Though it may 
be a matter of questionable policy with the government, there is 
nothing to hinder the inhabitants of each county where the battles 
were fought, from rearing a monument, that might indicate to fu- 
ture ages the hallowed spot where Britain's sons rallied round her 
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standard, and shed their blood to perpetaate British institutions. 
TA may be argued by some, that it were more in accordance with 
the Christian precept which tells us to love our enemies, that we 
should endeavour to efface firom memory all recollections of the 
past, — ^that we should forgive and foiget. It is to be hoped we have 
long ago forgiven our enemy, and that even now we love our neigh- 
hors as ourselves. But forget we never can the heroic deeds of 
our forefathers. Most sincerely do we trust that the fiiendly 
relations now happily subsisting betwixt us and the people of the 
United States, may be as perpetual as the flow of the mighty 
river that laves the shores of the great republic and our own. At 
tiie same time, if we are ever to take a place among the nations of 
the earth, we must cultivate sentiments ci nationality now. 
And should the time ever come, which may Qod forbid, that 
our descendants, should be called upon to arm themselves in 
defence of their country, such monuments as these we speak of 
would recall to their minds the bravery of their ancestors, inflame 
their patriotism, and inspire them with devotion to their sovereign. 
The expense of carrying out the idea would be quite inconsider- 
able and whether it were done by municipalities, or by private sub- 
cription, or by both, it would scarcely be felt ; and while doing 
honor to those to whom honor is due, they would at the same reflect 
credit on themselves. 

The whole of the stores and ammunition for the troops, as well 
as merchandize for the inhabitants of Upper Canada, were at this 
time, of necessity, conveyed up the St. Lawrence in boats, which 
were constantly exposed to the d^[>redations of the Americans, 
throughout a distance of 150 miles. In view of this everlasting 
annoyance to the transport of troops and ammunition in time of 
war, the British Ghyvemment in 1819 commenced the Bideaa 
Canal, which fdlowing the river and lake of that name, extends 
£rom Kingston, by Smiths* Falls to Ottawa City, formerly called 
Bytown, (in honor of Colonel By the engineer who superintended 
the construction of the works). At that time this was considejred 

a 
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a stupendous undertaking, and, when completed, it afforded a safe 
and secluded water communication, between Lake Ontario and 
Montreal, by way of the Ottawa River. The canal is about 150 
miles in length, has forty-seven locks, and passes through some 
very wild and romantic scenery. The masonry of the locks, and 
other stone work, is of the most substantial and expensive de- 
scription ever adopted in similar works, and, though somewhat cast 
in the shade by the gigantic St. Lawrence Canals, the Eideau 
Oanal must ever be accounted a great and a valuable undertaking. 
It was constructed by the Imperial Government, as a military 
work. 

In connection with the transport service during the war of 1812, 
we subjoin the accounts of two skirmishes which took place in the 
county of Dundas, as related to us by Major Clarke and Captain 
McMillan, and of which we are not aware that any notice has pre- 
viously appeared in print. 

A brigade of batteauz laden with military stores, on route 
&om Montreal to Kingston, under the escort of a detachment of 
the Newfoundland regiment, oonunanded by Major Heathecoate, 
and a flank company of the Dundas militia, under Captain Ault, 
were suddenly attacked at Van Kamp's point, a short distance 
above point Iroquois in Matilda, on the morning of the 16th Sep- 
tember, .1812, by about 500 American Militia. This force had 
taken up a position on Toussant's Island, under the command of 
Captain Griffin, and had a gun-boat stationed at the foot of the 
island commanded by one Lieut. Church. 

Major Heathcoate had made preparations to defend the boats, 
in case the enemy should attempt to dispute their passage. En- 
sign Clark and a part of Captain Ault's company, were ferried 
across to Presqu'isle, and reached the south side of this small 
island, just as two American vessels filled with troops were pre- 
paring to land. Clark's party, covered by trees and bushes, 
inunediately opened fire upon them, and with such effect, that 
they hastily retreated to Toussant's Island, where they took shel- 
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ter in the woods. In the confusion, one of their small boats got 
adrift, and was picked up by our militia; it contained seven 
muskets, two swords, and a quantity of provisions. In a short 
time, a large number of the inhabitants firom different parts of the 
county were assembled on Presqu'isle, amongst them were Cap- 
tain Ault, Captain Shaver, with Colonel Allan McDonnell, com- 
manding the Dundas militia, at their head. The news that blood 
had been drawn, and that too in their own county, fired the dor- 
mant enthusiasm of the old warriors, who had served under Sir 
William Johnston and his son Sir John, in the revolutionary war. 
Many of them tottering under a load of years, seemed now to 
renew their youth, at the prospect of meeting the descendants of 
l^eir ancient foe in combat, and hurrying to the scene were soon 
foremost in the fight. 

Two companies of the Grenville Militia, under Captains Monroe 
and Dulmage, arrived in the course of the day, and a nine-poun- 
der which had been captured from the French at Chimney Island 
in 1760, was brought from Prescott by Lieut. R. D. Prazer. 
The attack having commenced, the shots of this gun, directed 
into King Peter's bay, together with the well sustained fire of the 
militia, compelled the Americans to evacuate the island on which 
ihey were posted, and retire to their own side of the St. Lawrence, 
wil^ considerable loss, the precise numbers could not however be 
, ascertained. The loss on the Canadian side was only one killed 
and several wounded. 

In October of 1813, a brigade of boats, twelve in number, were 
dispatched from Cornwall for the west, under charge of an escort, 
and, having reached the head of the Rapid-du-Plat, halted for the 
night. Their midnight slumbers were disturbed by a party of 
Americans, who, crossing the river, caught them napping, and, 
in the absence of any effectual resistance on the part of the escort 
or their crews, seized the boats, and conveyed them bag and 
baggage to their own side. 
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A second brigade arrived at Cornwall in November of the same 
year, consisting of 36 boats, averaging about three tons each. 
This was the last trip of the season, and they had on board a 
hirge and valuable winter's supply for the troops in Upper 
Canada, besides general merchandize. To capture stores so 
seasonable, would indeed be a happy wind-fall to the enemy, who 
stood much in need of them ; and the loss of them to the British 
would be correspondingly severe, as it would be next to impossible 
to replace these supplies by land carrii^, until the winter was 
far advanced. These considerations, added to the mishaps attend* 
ing the former flotilla, indicated the necessity of a strong escort 
from Cornwall upwards, in addition to the ten or twelve regulars 
who had accompanied them firom Montreal. This service was en- 
trusted to Captain Alex. McMillan, (now of Edwardsburgh,) com- 
manding the first company of the Glei^ariy militia, and Captain 
Merckley of Williaxnsburgh, with 120 men. 

The convoy reached the foot of the Rapid-du-Plat, without any 
molestation, and laid up for tiie night. Edrly next morning the 
Americans were observed to be posted in force upon Ogden's 
Isiand, immediately opposite, evidenl^y meditating an attack. 
The boats were towed up the rapids in full view of the enemy, 
who then assured themselves of the value of their freight, and 
formed tiie resolution to make them their own. In the meantime 
Lieut. Colonel Pearson having been apprised that several attempts 
would likely be made by the enemy to capture the boats, had sent 
Captain Skinner with orderst, j&aA, sudb part of their cargo as 
was destined for Prescott should immediately be landed, and con- 
veyed thither in waggoiis, and that the boats with the rest of the 
stuff should return to Cornwall. Waggons were accordingly im- 
pressed, and by eleven o'clock p. m., every thing was ready for a 
start. At this moment a report reached them that 500 Ameri- 
can (dismounted) dragoons had landed;, and were advandng to 
attack them. Captains Merckley and McMillan at once resolved 
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to meet them half way. The loaded wagons were removed to 
some distance fi*om the river, and instructions left with the boat- 
men to get under way as soon as the report of firearms should 
announce to them that the attention of the enemy was diverted by 
the attack of the militia on shore, and to drop down the river to 
Hoople's Creek, and there await the arrival of the escort. With 
these arrangements, they proceeded towards Mariatown. The 
night was cold, and the roads in a fearful state of mud, while the 
moon shone fitfully through the lowering clouds, at times lighting 
up their path, and anon leaving them in darkness. When near 
Doran's, a glimpse of moonlight disclosed to them a formidable 
party approaching, recognized to be the enemy by their white 
trousers, and the tuft of white horse-hair which surmounted their 
brass helmets. Placing themselves in ambush, they allowed them 
to come within pistol shot, when they opened a well directed fire 
upon them. Unable to see their foe, the invaders were seized 
with a sudden panic, and retired with the loss of eleven killed and 
wounded, and several prisoners. The militia, pursued them be- 
yond Mariatown, when a report that another party had landed 
above, caused them to return. The Americans took to their boats 
and quickly regained their own side of the river, having been com- 
pletely frustrated in their avaricious design, and having received a 
sound drubbing to boot. 

At two in the morning, the militia set out on their weary march 
of eighteen miles over bad roads, in total darkness, and reached 
Hoople's bridge just as the rising sun gilded the horizon. There 
ihey found the boats snugly moored, and, having all embarked, 
proceeded to Cornwall, and the following day joined the caval- 
cade in their retreat through .Glengarry, elsewhere described. 

Ths Salmon Eiver Raid. — ^On the 9th of February, 1814, 
the American army began to leave their cantonments at Malone, 
General Brown with one division going to Sackett's Harbor, and 
Wilkinson with the other retiring to Plattsburgh. On the 18th, 
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Lieut. Colonel Pearson despatched a force of about 500 regulars 
from Prescott, "with instructions to proceed to Salmon River and 
Malone, to harass the enemy in their movements^ and possess them- 
selves of any stores that might come in their way. Through the ex- 
ertions of the militia, over 100 double sleighs were impressed, many 
of them from Dundas county, and at a few hours' notice were assem- 
bled at Edwardsburgh. The party set out in high spirits at 9 
o'clock on the morning of the 19th, and, the roads being good, 
they reached Salmon River, distant 56 miles, the same evening. 
Here they set fire to all the boats and barracks of the enemy, and 
utterly consumed them. They then proceeded to Malone, where 
they ascertained that the last detachment of the enemy had just 
decamped hurriedly, leaving behind them a considerable quantity 
of stores and ammunition. Of pork, beef, flour, and whiskey, our 
troops took with them as much as they could carry. The remain- 
der they destroyed, and the following afternoon reorossed the 
river on the ice to Summer's. Here they were ordered, each 
man, to leave his loaded sleigh on the ice in view of the hotel, and 
a strong guard was set for the night. This precaution was con- 
sidered necessary, lest, hy mistake, some of the teamsters who had 
been indulging in Yankee whiskey rather freely, might drive their 
loads to their own doors, instead of to the Grovemment dep6t at 
Cornwall. Some confusion, and a great deal of merriment was 
connected with this midnight raid into hostile ground, and it 
required all the efforts of the officers in command, to preserve 
even the semblance of discipline as they returned home. While 
crossing the river, one sleigh, heavily loaded, suddenly broke 
through : the passengers had barely time to spring out on each 
side, when, in a moment, the horses; sleigh, and load, disappeared 
from their view, and were swept underneath the ice, leaving not a 
trace behind them. 

One of the teamsters had for his load a hogshead of whiskey, 
which served to enliven the whole company. Frequently the sol- 
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diers ran up unobserved beHnd his sleigh, and bored a hole in the 
cask with their bayonet, using it as a brace, and then darted off 
to their comrades with a gallon jug fvJl : in this way the old man's 
load was reduced to very small compass before he reached his 
journey's end, and he himself narrowly escaped punishment for 
the defalcation. 

In referring to this little expedition. Hough, in his history of St. 
Lawrence County, bestows the following complimentary epithets 
upon our gallant militia. " On Saturday, the enemy hearing that 
our troops had marched, ventured to cross the St. Lawrence with 
a motley tribe of regulars, provincials, and a detachment of the 
DeviVs owTij sedentary militia, and tJieir brethren a band of 
savageSj and carried off 200 barrels of provisions, scouring the 
country for a week." So far as our information goes, there were 
neither provincials, militia, nor Indians of the party, beyond the 
militia men who had charge of the teams, and, as they were paid 
four dollars per day for their services, the presumptiqp is, they 
were there in a civil capacity. 

Having said all that seems necessary to render intelligible the 
battle of Ciysler's Farm, it may seem wicked in us any further 
to persecute the memory of poor Wilkinson. We cannot refrain, 
however, from following him yet another step, in order to initiate 
the reader into the improvements of modem American warfare, 
no doubt suggested by dear bought experience. It is well known 
that Wilkinson opened the campaign of 1814 by an unsuccessful 
attack upon La^olle Mill, with a force of 3999 men, against 1400 
British. The following extract of a general order to the Ameri 
can army, dated the 29th of March, 1814, requires no comment : 
" The army will enter Canada to-morrow, to meet the enemy. On 
the march, when approaching the enemy, or during an action, the 
men are to be profoundly silent, and will resolutely execute the 
commands they may receive from the officers. In every move- 
ment which may be made, the ranks are to be unbroken, and there 
must be no running forward or shouting. An officer will be 
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posted on the right of each platoon, and a tried Bergeamt will form 
a supernumerary rank, cmd toill instantty jnit to death amf man 
V)ho goes baokJ'* Was ever sergeant's duty rendered so honor- 
able and meritorioi:!^ as this ? Waa ever incentive to glory so 
powerful ? This was a practical and forcible illustration, of a 
man being " brought up to the scratch," those who were inwardly 
comforting themselves, that ^' they who fight and run away, may 
live to fight another day," must have been taken somewhat aback 
by the unexpected announcement. 
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Union of the Provinces-^The Rebellion in Lower and Upper Canada— 
The Hunter's oath— Steamers Caroline and Sir Robert Peel — Bill 
Johnston — ^Battle of the Windmill — The sympathizers — Militia of 
Dundas — ^Volunteer movement in Canada— The rifleman's song. 

(From 1815 to 1860.) 

According to Bouchette, the population of Upper Canada in 1 811 
was 77,000. In 1838 it had reached 385,824. This extn^ 
ordinary increase in population was accompanied by a corres- 
ponding increase in wealth and commerce; but it was also 
attended with yearly increasing difficulties in directing its 
Goyemment, which up to this time remained strictly under the 
control of the colonial department in Britain. Dissatisfaction 
not only began to appear amongst the people, but also pervaded 
every branch of the Canadian L^slatures. The Colonial office 
in Downing street was besieged by delegates from Canada, armed 
with petitions and remonstances against the conduct of the Canar 
dian Government, and the consideration given to their statements in 
England was loudly protested against by Sir Francis Bond Head, 
the Governor of Upper Canada. Numerous dispatches passed 
between him and the Colonial Secretary, in respect to the grievances 
of the inhabitants. Shortly after his arrival in Canada, he made 
a tour of the Upper Province, to satisfy himself as to the real 
sentiments of the people, and summed up the conclusion he had 
oome to, in a memorandum addressed to Lord Glenelg, in October, 
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1836. He strenuously deprecated the proposed union of the two 
Provinces, and suggested the policy of hilling the French influ- 
ence, by annexing Montreal to Upper Canada, Gasp^ to New 
Brunswick, and making the north branch of the Ottawa the 
boundary of Lower Canada, giving the waters of that river, and 
the St. Lawrence, together with the expense of making them navi- 
gable, to Upper Canada. Lower Canada having the free right to 
use them, upon paying the same tolls as Upper Canada. 

The British Gk)vernment did not however act upon the sugges- 
tion, but, instead, sent Lord Durham to Canada in 1838 as governor 
in chief, and high commissioner, to enquire into the workings of 
the institutions of the country, to examine the nature of the 
alledged grievances, and to suggest reforms for the future. The 
result of his observations and enquiries, was conveyed to the 
British Gk)vemment, in an elaborate " Export " on the aflFairs of 
all the British North American Colonies. He represented the 
state of matters in both Upper and Lower Canada to be in a 
deplorable condition, demanding immediate and vigorous remedial 
measures. As a remedy for the griefs of Canada, £arl Durham 
recommended a federal Union of all the British North American 
Provinces, or if that was not approved of, at least a Legislati^ 
Union of Upper and Lower Canada. He brought many cogent 
reasons to the support of his views, and concluded by a variety of 
suggestions for consummating his plans. He strongly objected to 
the principle of giving equal representation to Upper and Lower 
Canada, and dearly pointed out the advantages that would accrue 
to the country, by the introduction of municipal institutions and 
the principle of responsible Government. His report displayed 
great research, and was ably compiled. By many it was 
admired, and by some censured. By all, it was conceded to have 
advanced many excellent suggestions for the future peace and 
prosperity of Canada. The British Government so far acquiesced 
in this report, by introducing a bill into the House of Commons 
for uniting Upper and Lower Canada, which passed in 1839 and 
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became law. Mr. Poulett Thompson was sent out as Governor 
General, in room of Lord Durham, who had resigned. The terms 
of Union were laid before the Council of Lower Canada, and the 
L^islature of the Upper Province, and after some discussion were 
agreed to. In 1840 the Union was consummated ; and from that 
time, the two Provinces have been governed by one L^islative 
Council, and one Assembly. Among other provisions of this 
reunion, it was agreed that Upper and Lower Canada should each 
send an equal number of representatives to the Parliament of 
United Canada ; that all duties and revenues from either province, 
were to form one fund for the public service ; and that all debts 
owing by either Province should be borne by the United Provinces. 

Need we remind our reader of the unhappy events which pre- 
ceded this change, and indeed forced it upon the British Govern- 
ment ? It is true that they are too recent to excite particular 
interest, but their importance forbid us to pass them unnoticed : 
we shall therefore glance at them very briefly. 

The redress of a few real grievances, and a great many imagi- 
nary ones, was the ostensible cause of the unhappy rebellion of 
1837. Amongst these were the extension of the elective franchise, 
that the judges should be independent of the Crown, and that 
an elective Legislative Council should be substituted for that 
which was then nominated by the crown. But to those who had 
discernment enough to penetrate beyond the surface, to the under 
current of popular feeling, it was evident that other causes were 
at work, and that, no matter how many grievances were redressed, 
there were factious and designing men ever on the alert to con- 
jure up new grievances as quickly as the Imperial Government 
endeavored to alleviate the old ones. In Lower Canada, the 
real cause was, neither more nor less, than the determination of 
ike French portion of the House of Assembly to throw off the 
British authority, and to erect the Province into an independent 
Republic, after the manner and model of the United States.* 

• London Quarterly, 1838, 
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Thwarted in their designs to undermine the fundamental principles 
of the constitution conferred upon the Province in 1791, they had 
recourse to popular agitation. Public meetings were held in almost 
every parish, at which the people were harangued in the most 
inflanmiatory terms. Upon this the Governor dismissed eighteen 
magistrates, and thirty-five militia officers. The seditious meetings 
still went on, and their proceedings. increased in violence. They 
elected magistrates and officers themselves, in room of those who 
had been dismissed, and otherwise set the laws of the land at 
defiance. On the other hand, a numerous meeting of the loyal 
inhabitants of Montreal, was held in the Place d^Armes, having 
for its object '' the maintenance of good order, the protection of 
life and property, and the connection now happily existing between 
this Colony and the United Kingdom, at present put in jeopardy^ 
by the machinations of a disorganizing and revolutionary faction 
within this Province, professedly bent on its destruction." 

A reinforcement of troops was sent for &om Nova Scotia, as 
well as from Upper Canada. Sir Francis Bond Head, the Lieu- 
tenant (Jovernor of Upper Canada, confiding in the loyalty of the 
UpperCanadians, immediately sent the whole of the regular troops in 
that Province to Lower Canada. The insurgents having com- 
mitted themselves by several instances of resistance to the local 
authorities, assembled, to the number of fifteen hundred, at St. 
Denis, under the command of one General Brown, assisted by 
Papineau, Wolfred Nelson, and others. General Gore with a party 
of regulars and militia attacked them there; many of them were 
killed or made prisoners, while the ringleaders escaped to the 
States. Soon after this, another formidable party met at St. 
Eustache : Sir John Colborne proceeded in person, at the head of 
a force of infantry and artillery, and inflicted a fearful punishment 
upon them ; nearly 200 of them fell victims to their folly, 105 
were made prisoners, the church in which they had taken refuge 
was burned over their heads, and sixty houses in the village reduced 
to ashes. The example was severe, but salutary : many of the 
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armed peasantry hastened to surrender their arms, and were 
dismissed in peace to their homes. 

In Upper Canada, a few discontented and ambitious politicians 
aroused a bitter feeling amongst a portion of the inhabitants 
tiiere. The much vexed question of the Clergy Reserves, 
and the establishment of the fifty-seven Rectories of the Church 
of England by Sir John Oolbome in 1835, added fuel to the flame. 

Without organization or any definite plan of operations, these 
infatuated leaders of the blind instigated their misguided followers 
to assume an attitude of hostility to the constituted authorities. 
Distrustful of the propriety of their own proposals, and of their 
ability to carry them out, they used every means in their power 
to arouse the sympathies of the republicans of the neighboring 
States. " The pretext was seized," says Hough, an American 
historian, " as a favorable opportunity to push forward their pri- 
vate schemes of personal aggradizement, and pecuniary specula- 
tion, and the planning of enterprises whidi they had neither the 
honor nor the courage to sustain, when their support involved per- 
sonal danger ; the masses who acted in these movanents,were doubt- 
less actuated by sincere motives, but were blinded and misled by 
a few designing villians." The American Government affected to 
diseountetnance the treasona.ble acts of Iheir citizens who sought 
to interfere with the disturbances of a people, with whose Govern- 
ment they were at peace. There is no doubt however that this 
Patriot WaVy as it was significantly termed by them, was winked 
at by American officials in high places. 

All along the Frontiers, secret associations under the name of 
" Hunters' Lodges," were organized. M^nbers of the American 
Senate and Congress, Governors of States, Generals in the United 
States Army, and many leading citizens, there and in Canada, were 
enrolled as office-bearers of the associations, under the name of 
" Grand Eagles." According to the " Brother Jonathan " news- 
paper, 60,000 members were sworn " to devote life and property 
for the extirpation of Boyal Dominion in North America, and to 
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relieve nations from the absurdities of Monarchy." The Montreal 
Gazette of 1838 states the number of these lodges to be 1174, the 
number of members 80,000, and the funds at their disposal $300,- 
000. The following was the Hunter's oath, by which they were 
solemnly bound to each other. " I swear to do my utmost to 
promote republican institutions and ideas throughout the World, 
to cherish them and defend them, and especially to devote myself 
to the perpetuation, protection, and defence of these institutions in 
North America. I pledge my life, my property, and my honor to 
the Association. I bind myself to its interests, and I promise 
until death that I will attack, combat, and help to destroy by all 
means that my superiors may think proper, every power or authori- 
ties of Royal origin, upon this continent ; and especially, never 
to rest till the British tyrants cease to have any possession or foot- 
ing whatever in North America. So help me God." 

In a moment of profound peace, in the month of December, 
1837, the city of Toronto was invested by a band of armed rebels, 
and Sir Francis Bond Head had an opportunity presented, sooner 
perhaps than he had expected, of testing the loyalty and bravery 
of the Militia of Upper Canada, who now alone remained to defend 
it. McEenzie and his in&tuated followers were posted near Gal- 
lows hill, four miles in rear of the city. On ^the approach of the 
Militia they fled in a state of great agitation ; their leaders suc- 
ceeding in gaining the States, where they related in excited lan- 
guage their version of the movements, and induced many to believe 
that the Canadians were really sighing for an independent repub- 
lican existence. The happiest refutation of such assertions was 
found in the fact, that, within three days of the first alarm, from 
ten to twelve thousand Volunteers had simultaneously marched 
toward the capital, to aid in maintaining for the people of Upper 
Canada, the British Constitution. 

So great was the enthusiasm of the inhabitants, that His Excel- 
lency found it necessary to print and circulate notices that there 
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existed no further oocasion for the resort of Militia to Toronto, 
and a general order was issued for the whole of the Militia in the 
Bathurst, Johnstown, Ottawa, and Eastern Districts, to go and lend 
their assistance to Lower Canada. 

The destruction of the American Steamer Caroline on the 29th 
of December, 1837, excited the feelings of the Americans along 
the lines to an extraordinary degree. This vessel had been seized 
by a party of scoundrels from the States, who styled themselves 
sympathizers with the disaffected Canadians. They had taken up 
a position on Navy Island in the Niagara Eiver, and were using 
this steamer in transporting arms and ammunition for the use of 
the rebels, when she was seized by the militia of Canada, set fire 
to, and precipitated over the falls of Niagara. Again, on the night 
of the 29th May, 1838, the British steamer Sir Kobert Peel, on 
her passage from Prescott, while lying at an American wharf in the 
Lake of the Thousand Islands, was boarded by a force of thirty 
or forty men, armed with guns and bayonets, and painted and 
dressed in Indian costume ; the passengers were driven ashore in 
their night clothes, the vessel plundered and set fire to, and the 
pirates then took to their boats and decamped. The British 
Government offered a reward of one thousand pounds, and the 
Governor of the State of New York, as promptly, a reward of five 
hundred dollars, for the arrest of the perpetrators of this act. All 
doubts as to the guilty party were set aside by the following pro- 
clamation of Bill Johnston, the terror of all the inhabitants on 
these shores of the St. Lawrence : ^^ To all whom it may concern : 
I, William Johnston, a natural-bom citizen of Upper Canada, 
certify that I hold a commission in the Patriot service of Upper 
Canada, as commander in chief of the naval forces and flotilla. I 
commanded the expedition that attacked and destroyed the Sir 
Bobert Peel. My head-quarters were on an Island in the St. 
Lawrence, without the jurisdiction of the United States, at a place 
called by me Fort Wallace. I am well acquainted with the bound- 
ary line, and know which of the Islands do, and which do not be- 
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long to the United States, and in the selection I wished to be pod- 

tive and not to locate within the jurisdiction of the States I 

yet hold possession of that Station, and we also occupy a station 
some twenty or more miles from the boundary-line of the States, 
in what was his Majesty's dominions until it was occupied by us. 
I act under orders. The object of my movements is the Independ- 
ance of Canada. I am not at war with the commerce or property 
of citizens of the United States. — Signed this 10th day of June in 
the year of our Lord 1838. William Johnston." 

In consequence of this occurrence, an American steamer with 
fifty armed troops was sent to cruise among the Thousand Islands, 
and discovered the head-quarters of the bandit upon a small island. 
His home was found to be a spacious cave, partly natural, and 
partly excavated by human labor. The captain of the steams 
entered it to a distance of 85 feet, and found that it contained 
several apartnients, which had been recently occupied. But Bill 
Johnston and his gang had disappeared. He was arrested in 
November following by a party from the States, and was found 
armed with a Cochrane rifle with twelve discharges, two rifled 
pistols, and a bowie-knife, but, in his extremity, his craven heart 
failed him, and he yielded without resistance. 

Early in November, 1838, the brigands, wljo had previously 
rallied in clubs and secret lodges, began to ^ve symptoms <tf fresh 
demonstrations upon Canada. Unusual numbers of strangers were 
congregated about Syracuse, Oswego, Sackett's Harbor, and Water- 
town, and large quantities of arms and warlike stores were collected 
and concealed about these towns. Floating rumours had been in 
circulation for several days that an attack might shortly be expected 
in the vicinity of Prescott ; but rumours of that kind had lately 
been so rife, that little attention was paid to them. On the night of 
Sunday the 11th, however, information was obtained that a large 
number of armed men had embarked on board the steamer United 
States, and also on two schooners, the Charlotte of Oswego, and 
the Charlotte of Toronto, and that the convoy was rapidly ap- 
proaching Prescott. 
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' The news proved to be true, for about two o'clock on Monday 
nloming, the schooners, lashed AAe by side, were observed hj 
some of the inhabitants, dropping down the stream, in close prox- 
imity, to the wharves at the upper end of the town of Prescott. 
Twenty or thirty men hastened to the river bank, and hailed the 
mysterious strangers, who represented that one of their vessels was 
in a sinking condition, and that they had put in, in distress. As 
no one was seen on deck, but the necessary hands, no opposition 
was offered to their landing at the time : but after several ineffectual 
attempts to make fast to the wharf, the lashings were cut, and the 
vessels parted company ; one of them crossed over to Ogdensburgh, 
and grounded on the flat at the mouth of the harbour, the other 
dropped down the river, and anchored about mid stream, opposite 
the Wind-mill. This building, which has attained a world-wide 
celebrity firom the occurrences which we are about to relate, stands 
upon a bluff rocl^ point, one mile and a half below Prescott. Its 
prominent position, large dimensions, and glittering tin dome, 
render it conspicuous at a considerable distance. It is of circular 
form, massively constructed of stone; its walls are three and a 
half feet in thickness and eighty feet high, and its interior divided 
into several stories, the small windows of which admirably served 
the purpose of loop-holes. Around it stood a number of stone 
houses, and nearly ail the fences in the neighborhood were of 
the same material ; while the margin of the river above and below 
was over-grown by a thicket of low scrubby cedars, highly favor- 
able for concealment. Upon the whole the spot was well chosen, 
and was indeed worthy of a better cause. The banditti, concealed 
under the hatches of the schooner, effected a lodgment here on 
Monday evening, and were soon joined by numbers who crossed 
from Ogdensburgh in small boats. The night was spent in forti- 
fying the Wind-mill and adjacent premises, under the direction of 
.Von Schoultz, a Polish exile. 

As might be supposed, great excitement prevailed in Prescott 
and the neighborhood on the commencement of these tfarlike 

H 
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demonitraiferoiiJii. Early on Mondby morning a Htde steamer, the 
IhiipisHmmt, was dispatched fiom BrobkviDe for tihe assistaMd ^ 
thor ndghbors in Prescott. This veiBoA was armed with two fSHMHi 
oannea, and continnied during the day to ply up and down wiKhfai 
the doinpass of a mile, and in a Tery spirited manner pepp^^ ^ 
* tiie boats <if ihe sympatMsers, as they crossed and reerossed from 
Ogdensbnrgh. The Ameridan tfteamer United State$ played *« 
ooxispumonspart in aiding the so-ealled patriots. Aorowddfes^itei 
inffians had, in Ihe'moming, assembled at the dock where she witfl 
IgfiAg, took possession of her by fbroe, tor the purpose of caarryiog 
oat ih^ lawless des^ns, and used her during Hhe day in carrying 
anns, ammnnitbn, and men, to the Wind-mill. As she was return^ 
ing from her last trip a shot from the MEpurment enterred the 
wheel-honse, and instantly beheaded the pilot who was stemng. 
The U. 8. Marshal arriined in the evening at Ogdensburgh, and 
made a formid eeisore of the vessd. Late at night the Bn&Ai 
steamers Quern and Cohawrg^ arriTed, having on board a party of 
marines and n^olars, amounting in all to 70 jnen. The aaxnd 
ai^t, a detaehment of the Olei^any militia, under oaptaiil 
HoDonaJd, lay on the ground during a heaty rain, covei^ onfy 
with their blankets, and eyery moment titpecting an attack fi(m 
the pirates. Lieut. Colonel Gowati with a detachment of the 9A 
Fravi&eial Battalion, numbering 140 men, also arrived at Presoott^ 
On TiMsdi^ morning early, a battalion of Bundas militia, consist 
iog of 800 men, eommanded by Gobtiel John Orysler, made theft 
a^ipeatanoe, and were soon after joined by a fMurt of the 1st Gren* 
^e militia, when the following di^^itions were m|94e. The 1^ 
wing/ednsistin^ xi 30 marines under Lieut. Parker, part of Captaiil 
lC«i>onadd'« €tlengany volunt^rs, and a poirtion of the Orenville 
aiidDundas militia under OobnelB. D. Ftnser^toc^ tip a pooefion 
iloi^^the edge of the woods, whero the etimiy had posted their 
piquets, and drove them in in gallant slyie. The right wing, eon«> 
Aitli^gof ^ men of the 83rd regiment dT the li^e^ part of Cohmel 
€N)i#Mi's ballalkm^ 69 lueti under Edmottiton, and pM of ^Oe 
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Bondas imlitia, the whole voder the oommAiid of €olonel Young, 
proooeded along the bank of the ri^r, and, hayiiig adyaaced to 
within a few rods of the Wmd^nill, enoonntered a aharp fire ^took 
the enemy. The action on the left oommenoed by a galling fise 
from the brigaadfl posted bdiind<^ stone walls in rear of the mill. 
The Britii^ being upon the rimng ground, were plaeed at gieat 
disadvantage from their exposed Mtuation, nevertheless ther 
advaneed steadily, in double quiok time, loading and firing wiA 
great precision, '^ a long line of fire biased along the summit of the 
hin in rear of the mill for about eighly ot a hundred rods, and the 
report of small arms made an incessant roar. As the morning was 
diffk and lowering, the gleam of the discharges became the more 
obserrable, and tended to heighten the horrors of the dramatic 
events that were transpiring. At the time the action commenced, 
the patriot fences are supposed to have numbered from 200 to 800, 
but, during the engagement, a party consisting of fifty-two, whe 
had pursued tiie retreating militia over the hill, were separated 
from tiieir ccmirades, scattered, pursued, and captured in detail'' 
Theenraay were now driven from tiieir shelto in great conftisioB, 
and, retreating some distance, took up a poeition behind anotiier 
itone wall. From this they were dislodged in like manner, and 
finally were driven into their citadel the wmd-mill, and the adjacent 
fitone buildings, ftmn wMch they maintained a yigontooB fire upon 
iihmr assailants, who suffered severdy from the diarp-shooters that 
were postedin the upper stories of the mill. About3 o^clo<& in the 
afternoon, a barn which had afforded shelter to tiie British was 
burned by the patriots. During tiie remainder of the day, both 
parties kept up an irr^;ttlar discharge of musketry without coming 
to close quarters. The dead and wounded lay <m the field t31 
Bsxt morning, when the British sent a flag of truce to bury 
their dead, and both parties were engaged for a short time in per- 
forming this duty. 

While these matters were transfdring en the north ehore of the 
St. Lawrence, our neighbors opposite were not inattentive speota- 
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tors. Immense crowds lined the south shore below Ogdensbiu^lt, 
and rent the air with their cheers at the supposed success of the 
Patriots, whose cause many of them eagerly connived at, but which 
they dare not openly espouse. '' Eren at that distance (about a 
mile and a half) the officers on horseback were distinctly seen to 
fall, and the ranks of die soldiers to waste away under the unequal 
contest." The Board of Supervisors were in session at Canton at 
the time, and even these, twenty miles off, heard the cannonade of 
the battle distinctly. That some members of that board were 
warm sympathisers in i^ movement, may be gathered from the 
following resolution, moved by Isaac EUwood, one of its number. 
" Whereas the members of the board of supervisors of St. Law- 
rence county having received information, and believing the same 
to be authentic, that the patriots have made a noUe stand at Wind- 
Mill Point, near Prescott in Upper Gonada, and have had a severe 
engagement with the advocates and nunions of British tyranny 
and oppression, on the 13th instant; and having every reason to 
believe, from said information, unless the said patriots are rein- 
forced in the perilous situation in which they are placed, that they 
will meet with defeat, and sacrifice their lives in contending with 
a merciless and cruel foe: and whereas this board feel a deep 
interest in the success of that patriotic straggle, which would 
spread the light of liberty over our oppressed brethren in Canada^ 
and for the preservation of the lives of those patriots who are con- 
tending for the rights of men bom free, and for the republican 
principles for which our venerable forefathers shed their blood— 
Betolved, that this board adjourn to meet again at the court house 
in the said county, on the last Monday of the present month, a 
one o'clock, p. m., in order to enable the membei:^ thereof to rescue'' 
that Spartan band of patriotic friends, and preserve their lives from 
the hands of their enemies, the tyrants and advocates of the 
British Crown.'* 
. It was resolved that the above resolution lie on the table until 
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the same be again drawn up : and it is but justice to state, that 
this was never done. 

In Ogdensburgh, crowded meetings were addressed by excited 
orators, who, in similar language, sought to induce the Americans 
to go over to the assistance of the rebels. General Winfred Scott, ^ 
who had been sent to the Frontiers by the American Gt)vemment, 
was present at one of these meetings, and exerted himself to allay 
their ill-directed enthusiasm. He told them, says one who was 
present, that if they wanted to bring disgrace upon the name, and 
arms of the United States, they would go over to the Wind-millj 
and join themselves to the rebel rabble there ,- '^ the greater your 
numbers, the more complete will be your humiliation ; it will only 
be the more credit to the handful of British ; your coni^sion will 
be indescribable. I tell you plainly, that no body of undisciplined 
dtizens, however numerous, can stand for ten minutes the charge 
of a sin^e regiment of British regulars.'' He concluded by 
pointing out to them the folly of attempting to force upon the 
Canadians, measiures, which their own acts proved they did not 
desire. 

Wednesday and Thursday were passed at the Wind-mill, in com* 
pavative inaction, the British waiting for reinforcements and tot 
guns of sufficient calibre to reduce the place ; the brigands remained 
locked up in their prison, and kept up a desultory fire from the 
windows of the buildings. On Friday, at half-past twelve, the 
Canadians were relieved from their anxiety ; three steamers hove 
in sight, which proved to be the William IV., the Brochville^ and 
the Coh<mrg^ having on board the 83rd regiment of the line, and 
a detachment of the B^yal Artillery, with three 24-pounders. The 
83rd, with the heavy cannon, took up a position in rear of the 
Wind-mill, and immediately opened up a heavy fire upon the rebels, 
which dislodged them from the stone houses, and drove them all 
into the mill. At the same time the three steamers assailed them 
from the river side. 

Within half an hour after the cannonade commenced, a white 
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flag wa8 seen to Wave from the top of the tower, bat it waved iti 
vain, and was at laat nailed to tlie ontside of it. The exasperated 
British oontinned to pour in deadly yolleys np(Hi th^n, and every 
bnikting in the vidbity of the mill was set fire td, in order to con- 
centrate thdt attad: npon the enemy's main fortress. "The 
flames raging in the gioom of ni^t, showed at a @reat distance 
the portion of the combatants and, bedding ainrid light npon aU 
sronnd, had an effect at once awAil and sal£me»" At length the 
flring ceased, when the severely chastised rebels maarched oni^ and 
stirrendered at discretion. Von Schonlts, and many others, were 
found concealed among the baches, and dragged from tibeir hiding 
places. The number of prisoners who surrendered was 110, besides 
Ihose who had been taken during the si^. In the mill, were 
fi>und several hundred kegs of powder, a large quantity of cartiidgecb^ 
pktols^ and swords, and 200 stand of arms, most ^ which w^re' of 
6o6tly and very superior workmanship; many of the swoi^s and 
dirks were Eolver mounted, and their handles ornamented witb 
elaborttte carving* A flag, composed of the finest texture, Valued 
at $100, was also taken, on which was exhibited a full spread eagle^ 
beautifully executed, surmounted by one star, and beneath were 
the words wrought in gdlk, " Liberated by the Onondaga Hunters*" 
The total loss of tlie rebels in killed and wounded was aever aoeiih 
rately ascertained, as numbers of them were tak^i across Umt 
viver ; not less than fortj, however, are known to have been killed, 
amcmg these was a young officer, a son of Qeneral Brown, and two 
di^r officers, in the pocket of one of them wa« found a list (^^oe- 
&nbed persons in Prescott, who were to have suffered death.r The 
^dial return of the British loss was 2 officers, 11 nsk and fie 
kiSed, 4 officets and 63 men wounded. The officers killed WtfO, 

W, 8. Johnston, lieutenant 83rd regiment; and • ^ Dulmage, 

lieutenant 2nd Grenville Militia. The officers Wounded were, 
0^ R. Oowan, lieat.-col. dth Provisional Battaliaik, sUghtly ; 
lieutenant Parker, Boyal Marines, slightly ; John Paarlow, Keuten- 
ant 2nd Dundas MiUtia, severdy ; and Angus MoDowddy Meuten- 
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ant Glengforry HigUanders, digh%. Of the Dandas Militia four 
were killed and seyen wounded.^ 

Kot Qontent with their overthrow at Presoott^ a similar attempt 
was made by another gang, who crossed over from Detroit to 
Windsor, on the 4th ci Dee^nber following. This inoorsion ter- 
minated in similar results, which were thus laconically summed 
up in a military dispatch, by Colonel Prince, the officer in com- 
mand : " Of the brigands and pirates twenty>one were killed, besides 
jbur who were brought in just at the close, and immediately after 
the ragagement; all of whom I ordered to be shot on the spot, 
and which was done aooordingly." The prisoners taken during 
these engagements in Upper Canada, were nearly all Americans. 
180 cf them were tried before general courts martial, held at Fort 
Henry and London, in the spring of 1839, on the charge '^of 
having been unlawfully and treasonably in arms against our Lady 
the Queen.'' The whole of them were condemned to be hung, at 
such times and places as the Lieutenant Governor might appoint. 
24 of them were recommended to the merciful consideration of the 
Governor. A. number were pardoned in consideration of their 
youth, and other extenuating circumstances. The greater part 
had their sentence commuted, and were transported to Van Die- 
man's Land, where numbers of them died. After several years, 

* Each of the wounded received a Itfe pension of £20 a year, from the 
Canadian QoYemment. A certain militia-man, who was returned as 
severely wounded, applied to the British Government for an additional 
allowance. He was referred to the staff surgeon at Brockville. A 
musket ball had passed through his wrist. He exhibited the wound and 
solicited the Doctor's kind offices to aid him in getting the addition.-^ 
" I perceive," said the latter, " your wound is severe, but the service 
regulations require that a wound must be equal to the loss of the limb, 
Otherwise, no pension. I fear jour application will be rejected." " It 
might as well be off for all the good it will do me," quoth the wounded 
man, somewhat indignantlj. '< The simplest thing in world, Mr. •<-<-^ ; 
let me take off the hand, and I will guarantee the pension." The appli- 
eaUon was not renewed, and the wound tbereaftw healed up rapidly. 
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the remainder were pardoned and mostly returned to their homes. 
Ten only of the whole number were hung at Fort Henry ; amongst 
these was Yon Sehonltz, whose miserable end ezoited uniyersal 
sympathy. He pleaded guilty to the charges preferred against him, 
and died the deluded victim of the designing traitors who urged 
him into the enterprize, and then crueUy abandoned him in the 
hour of danger. 

The Lieutenant Qovemor, in a general order of the 24th Novem- 
ber, 1838, while deploring the unhappy events that had transpired, 
expressed his admiration of the prompt and loyal exertions of the 
militia in the Eastern section of Upper Canada in the destruction 
and capture of the piratical force in the neighborhood of Prescott^ 
'^ Her Majesty's regular troops and the gallant militia have proved 
each as brothers in arms. They have once more fought side by side, 
they have bled and died t(^ther ; their patriotic example will not 
be forgotten in Upper Cuiada, and their blood is not, and shall 
not be shed in vain on the ground which they have so nobly 
defended ; that blood will extinguish every unkindly feeling, and 
wUl rouse to arms every loyal Canadian.'' 

The Queen thus gracefully acknowledged the s^rices of the 
militia, in a general order firom Head Quarters : ^^ Her Majesty 
has contemplated with the greatest satisfaction the zeal, prompti- 
tude, and gallantry with which her loyal subjects in both Provinces 
have come forward for the suppression of the insurrection and the 
defence of their country ; the steadiness and valor displayed by the 
militia and volunteers in Lower and Upper Canada are deserving 
of the highest praise." Internal quiet having been completely 
restored throughout the Province, that portion of the militia which 
had been enrolled for six months active service, including the 
two r^ments of Dundas, was discharged, and, on their retire- 
ment to their homes, again received the warmest thanks of the 
Lieutenant Gt)vemor. 

While the American Gt)vemment succeeded in restraining its citi- 
zens from openly espousing the cause of the rebels, a circumstance 
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arose in connection with it, which had well nigh plunged the two 
nations again into war. Alexander McLeod, a British subject, 
while engaged in business in the United States, was in 1841 
arrested by the American authorities, upon the charge of having 
been concerned in the destruction of the steamer Caroline, and 
the alleged murder of one Durfee, an American citizen on board* 
The British Government held that the Caroline was a piratical 
vessel, unlawfully employed, and demanded the release of McLeod : 
this the Americans revised to accede to, and retained him 
a prisoner for nine months. At last he was tried at Utica, in 
October, 1841, and, as it was then proven that he was not near the 
scene of action when the Caroline was attacked, the jury returned 
a verdict of " not guilty.'* From this time forth was obliterated 
every vestige of the unhappy rebellion in Canada, and nothing has 
since occurred to disturb the tranquillity of the Province, or to 
endanger our friendly relations with the citizens of the neighboring 
Union. 

Previous to 1837, the militia of the county of Dundas was or- 
ganized as one body, known as the Dundas Militia. In that year 
it was divided by a militia general-order into two regiments, to be 
styled the 1st and 2nd Regiments of Dundas Militia ; the mili- 
tia residing in Williamsburgh and Winchester to compose the 1st 
Begiment, and those residing in Matilda and Mountain the 2nd. 
When also the following appointments were made. — 1st B^ment : 
To be Colonel, Major John Crysler, 29th April 1837, 2nd 
Begiment: To be Colonel, Captain George Merkley, 29th April, 
1837. In 1842, the Townships of Mountain and Winchester 
were separated from the front townships, and constituted the third 
battalion, and in 1852 these two were divided. Mountain being 
styled the 3rd, and Winchester the 4th battalit)n. 

In terms of the Militia Act of 1855, the Province of Canada 
was divided into eighteen military districts, whereof nine were in 
Upper Canada, and nine in Lower Canada. All colonels com- 
manding militia raiments were reduced in rank to Lieutenant 
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C^loadSr and one officer only, in each ndlitivy diafcrifBt^ was* iorefr- 
ted with die isiik of full GokmeL Dundas County lies in irulir 
Wj division No. 2, wMch oon^nises Qlm&xrjf StornkAt, Thm- 
ddS^ Leeds, and GrenvLUe^ and the odonel ooauDanding the disiriet, 
b Alescander Mcljean, Esq.^ of Oornwall. 

The sedentary militia of the Promee is divided into two olasses, 
oalled respeetiyely, service men, and reserve mea^ and inolvdea aU 
the male inhaUtants of the Provinoe between ei^teen and sixtj 
years of age. All doctoirs, lawyers, postmasters^ mail earriera, 
eehool teachers, ferrymen, one mlQer for each run of stones in 
every ^ist mill, toll keepers, jailors, with aK quakes, m^uio- 
msta, and tankers, and others who £rom the doctrines of th^ 
religion may be averse to bearing arms, are exempt therefirom, 
exe^ in ease of war, invasion, or insorrectiim. The service men, 
are those firom 18 yearsof age and upwards to 45 ; the reserve 
men, those from 45 to 60. The service men are agdn subdivided 
into two classes, respectively styled first and second class. The first 
dass consists of bachelors, and widowers without ohildren ; the 
feeond dass consists of married men and vndowers with children. 
No part of the second class of service men are to be called out^ until 
the whole of the first class have been drafted. The service men 
aie required to muster once in each year, at such place as the 
commanding officer of each battalion shall direct, and all disobe- 
dience to orders lawfully given under the act, is punishable l^ 
penalties to be imposed by one or nuHe Justices of the Peace in a 
summary manner. The Queen's birtltday (the 24th of May) & 
the day appointed for muster in Upper Canada, or if that day fiill 
on a Sunday, then the next day hereafter. Every militiapman 
drafted for actual service must dther serve, find a substitute of 
the same class, or forthwith forfeit a penalty of $40. The penalty 
for refiisbg tolittend muster, at the place and hour af^pointed 
therefor, or refosing to obey orders at suoh muster, is $5 for each 



The above cited act^ authorizes the forming of volunteer com- 
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p&nieB to be si^ed the aotiird militia fovoe, to eonaist of vohatew 
troops of cayalry, field batteries, foot oompanies of artillerji and 
o<»iipaides of iB£Emtiy an&ed as riflemen : the wbole not to exceed 
five thousand m&a for the Province, and to be fotmd with suitaUe 
irms and anminnition, by the government^ but to find tiieir own 
iliiifonns. The Militia Act was amended in 1859, bjwhidi, 
fidd batteries are required to drill twelve day» in each year, <^ 
which at least six dayis shall be eonsecative, and other volunteer 
corps once in eadi year during six consecutive days. Under tius 
act, the ocHDomiksioned officers of the di&rent corps receive ne 
pay, the non-commisffloned officers and priyates recdve $1 for 
eadi day's bond fide drill, with the pxrvision that no more than 
thirty dollars i^all be paid to any one company for one such 
day's drill ; if there are more than thirty m^i in a C(Hnpany, this 
sum may be divided amongst them to the numb^ of fifty mmi, 
beyond that number no pay is allowed. The sum of $162,351.54, 
was expended on tiie militia vdunteer service of the Province, in 
1858, by the Canadian Government. 

The following represents the strength (d the Pundas Militia in 
1859. 
1st Battalion. — ^Williamsburgh. A. G. McDonald, Lieut. CoL 

Commanding. Service men 726 f Beserve men 

187. Total 913 men. 
2nd ^' Matilda. David Bobinson, Lieut. Ool. Commanding. 

Service men 548 ; Beserve 150. Total 698 

men. 
3rd " Mountain. Edward Brouse, Lieut. CoL Commsftd^ 

ing. Service men 434; Beserve 35^ ToifiI4e9 

men. 
4th " ^ Winchester. John P. Crysler, Lieut. Oel. Com^ 

manding. Service meti 549; Beserve 114« 

Total 663 men. 
Total for ihe County : Service men 2257 ; Besenre 486. Tegether 
2748, to which ia to be added commissioned and wnHKmsxam&s^ 
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officers, say 60 to each battalion, 240. Total effectiye strength, 
2983. 

There is but one volunteer company in the County of Dundas, 
styled, the first Volunteer militia rifle company of Williamsburgh, 
formed in 1857, James Holden, Captain, 33 non-commissioned 
officers and privates. The armoury at Morrisburgh contains 50 
minie rifles and accoutrements, and 1000 rounds of ball-cartridges. 

As in times past the militia of Canada have proved its chief 
defence, so in the time to come we must look to them as our 
surest bulwark. It is not well, even in times of profound peace, 
to shut our eyes to the possibility of its interruption. The lessons 
taught us in days gone by should not be forgotten by us thus 
early. The evil day might yet overtake us, and from a quarter 
the least expected, and what would be the consequence should it 
find us altogether unprepared ? The example of our fellow sub- 
jects in Britain speaks to us, and tells us in accents not to be mis- 
taken, of their faith in the doctrine, that the surest guarantee for 
peace is to be found in a state of preparation to resist hostile 
aggression ; and that while trusting to Providence, and cultivating 
friendly relations with all, we should at the same time ^' keep our 
powder dry^ 

Although well aware that difference of opinion exists on this 
subject, we have no hesitation in expressing our unqualified appro- 
val of the incipient volunteer movement in Canada. We regard 
it as nothing more than the exercise of the same precaution, which 
we manifest in our ordinary avocations. As we do not await the 
coming of the winter's storm to erect shelter for our flocks, so nei- 
ther ^ould we delay measures of self-defence till the ruthless 
invader has burned the roof over our heads. There are bounds of 
prudence and moderation beyond which it were suicidal for us to 
carry the movement \ but we look forward with confidence to the 
time, when our young men will cheerfully Ml into the ranks, and 
utterly reject the preferred tnercenary dollar. It is desirable that 
they should know something of self reliance, and of military re- 
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straint, and above all that they should become familiar with the 
ready and efficient use of the Minie Rifle. 

The following lines, written by an eminent Scottish cleigyman, 
embody with exquisite pathos, all that we would say on this sub- 
ject: — 

Ant—" My lodging is on the cold ground." 

Behold our stern mountains, our fields fresh and fair, 

Where no foot of invader has trod : 
See oar homesteads of peace, see our temples of prayer, 
"Where in freedom we worship our God ; 

But what if we heard from our bugles' alarms. 

That invaders had stepped on our shore ? 
Then, Riflemen I Riflemen I stand to your arms I 
To the front, ev'ry man with his corps I 



Behold our dear country, brightest isle of the i 
Brightest gem which on earth ever shone ; 
The refuge of patriots, the home of the f^e. 
Whose white cliffii are old liberty's throne. 

But what if we heard from our bugles' alarms, 

That invaders had stepped on its shore 7 
Then, Riflemen 1 Riflemen ! stand to your arms I 
To the front ev'ry man with his corps 1 

Behold our loved. Monarch I the purest and best^ 

The truest that Europe has seen I 
1 never was Sovereign so honored and blest 
As Victoria the mother and Queen I 

But what if we heard from our bugle's alarms. 

That invaders had stepped on her shore 7 
Then Riflemen ! Riflemen I stand to your arms I 
To the front ev'ry man with his corps ! 

Behold the bright vision, when justice shall reign. 

And the peace-march shall beat o'er the world. 
When brother shall never by brother be slain, 
And the war-flag for ever is furled. 

0, then, when our bugle no longer alarms, 

Kor invaders are feared on our shore ; 
Then Riflemen I Riflemen I lay down your armSi 
Then farewell ev'ry man to his corps I 

Riv. NoBKAir MliBOD, D. D. 
Glasgow, 1860. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The Comity of DandAS-^UaaUpn, extent, population, and first settle- 
ment of*^The Pruneyal fbrest-^Tfae U, B. Loyalists— The log 
shanty— Govemment grants of lands and implements — ^Difficnlties 
encountered by first settlers-^Hard times— Employments of first 
settlers— Their character— Dawn of improrement— The first school- 
master—Brant and his Blohawks*— Laws of the early settlers- 
Captain Duncaiir<«-8ir John John80Sh*^teiehmann— fieflections. 

The County of Dnndas is one of the United Countiefl of 
Stonnont, BundaB, and Glengary. This Union of Counties was 
formerly known as the old Bastem District of Upper Canada. 
Dnndas County lies between the parallels of 75^ and 76^ Longi- 
tude west from Greenwidi ; and the parallel of 45^ N. Lttitnde, 
passing obliquely through the county, cuts it near die centre. 

It is bounded by the fiiver St. Lawienee on the scnith, by the 
County of Stomont on the East, on the North by Uie Counties of 
Bussel and Carleton, ftnd on the West by the County of Grenville. 

It lies nearly midway betfween Moniveal and Kingston ; and a 
line drawn at right aogles to tihie river St. Lawrence, firom the 
centre of Dondas, woijld intersect tbe Ottawa Biver at, or very 
near, the city of Ottawa, the Capital af Canada. The distance 
between these two points^ by an air line, is about 45 miles. 
The County of Dnndas indudm within its limits tl^e four townships 
of Williamsburgh, Matilda, Mountain) and Winchester, embradng 
an jirea of about 250,000 acres, of which, in 1860, 237,000 were 
assessed at the value of $2,072,000. 
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^ifb» j^&ptilatioti 6£ the ^tintj, %y t^ recent Censita (1661), 18 
tS,624, of ^<mi 15,190 are natives ef Canada; 2097 €^ Ireland^ 
600 of tlie United States; 466 of Scotland; 285 of England; 
152 of 0»many; 28 of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick; 7 of 
Prtiseda; 8 of the East Indies; 1 not known. 

Ha&ly Histoet of the CotmTY. — The proclamation of pe«ude 
between Ci^reat Britain and tibie United States of Ameriea, tft 
1788, witnessed at least a partial fulfillment of the prophesy, thai 
^' men shall beat their swcvds into |Joughshares, and their speaitt 
into prtinin^hooks." The brave and loyal subjects, who, during 
the fierce revolutionary struggle, had remained fdthful in th^ 
aOegianee to the British Grown, being no longer required to fight 
their country's battles, were now destined in a very different wvf 
to add to their country's greatness. It was announced that liberal 
grants of lands in Canada would be freely given to the now 
disbanded soldiers. This was simply characteristic of that 
principle of high honor, and justice, which, in ev«7 period of its 
histoiy, has distinguished the British Government. The proper^ 
Iocs df all Who had resisted Ihe B^ublican Gkrremment in the 
States, were of course confiscated, and, peace being proclaimed, not 
only was the soldier's occupation gone, but his farm, and all his 
earthly possessions, were for^ted for ever. 

A prodamafaon was issued, ^t all who wished to continue Utait 
alliance to Britain, should peaceably rendezvous at certain points 
on the Frontiers. These were, Saekett's Harbor, Oswego, and 
Niagara, on the Upper Canada confines, and Isle auz Noix, on 
the borders of Lower Canada. We have seen it stated in prisit, 
that Ae first settlers of Sundss came in this way from NiagMi; 
but this is a mistake, arisingprobaUy from the circumstance, thnt» 
during die last years of the witf, Home of them had been station^ 
in the garrison of Catleton Island, lying between Kingston and 
Sackett's Harbor. There is tio donbt that the disbanded soldiom 
'6t Sir John Johnston's 'raiment lifere the first settlers ott &e fit* 
%itimteDt& between Oorirwall snd Ihe west boundary <ii Matflta, 
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and that they were located in the first, second^ and third concessions. 
Jessup's corps, belonging to the same battalion, were settled in 
Edwardsburgh and Augusta, while the second battalion went to 
the Bay of Quints. These troops were not r^nlai soldiers of the 
line, but volunteers, who had espoused the royal cause at the 
commencement of the Revolution. Johnston's raiment was 800 
strong, and was called the Royal Regiment of New YorL It was 
composed chiefly of Germans, with a few Scotch ; the former mostly 
of the Lutheran, the latter of the Presbyterian faith. They were 
all natives of the old Johnstown settlement, on the Mohawk river, 
not far from Albany. At the dose of the war, this raiment was 
stationed at the Ide auz Noiz, a fortified frontier post at the 
northern extremity of Lake Champlain, which has already been 
mentioned as an important fortress during the old French war. 
Here they passed a whole year, and were employed in adding to 
the already extensive fortifications of that island. While they 
remained tiiere, thus employed, two GU)vemment surveyors, named 
Steichmann and Tewit, were actively engaged surveyis^ the 
county of Dundas, for their faiure occupation. Late in the 
autumn of 1783, the soldiers were joined by their wives and little 
ones, who had wandered the weary way afoot, to Whitehall, through 
swamp and forest, beset with difficulties, dangers, and privations 
innumerable. The soldiers from Isle aux Noix met them there, 
with boats, and conveyed them the rest of their journey by water, 
through Lake Champlain. Imagination fails us when we attempt 
to form an idea of the emotions that filled their hearts, as families, 
that had fi)rmerly lived happily together, surrounded with peace 
and plenty, and had been separated by the rude hand of war, now 
met each other's embrace, in circumstances of abject poverty. 
A boisterous passage was before them in open boats, exposed to 
the rigors of the season — a dreary prospect of a coming winter, 
to be spent in pent-up barracks, and a certainty, should they be 
.spared, of undergoing a life-time of such hardship, toil, and priva- 
tion, as are inseparable from the settlement of a new country. As 
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soon as the journey was aocomplislied, the soldiers and their famOies, 
were embarked in boats, sent down the Richelieu to Sorel, thenoe to 
Montreal, and on to Cornwall, by the laborious and tedious route 
of the St. Lawrence. The difficulty of dragging their boats up 
the rapids of this river was very great ; to us it is really quite 
inconceivable. Arrived at Cornwall, they found there, the govern- 
ment Land Agent, and forthwith proceeded to draw by lottery 
the lands that had been granted to them. The townships in which 
the different corps were to settle, being first arranged, the lots were 
numbered on small slips of paper, and placed in a hat, when each 
soldier in turn drew his own. As there was no opportunity 
for examining the comparative quality of the lands, so there wus 
little choice in the matter ; but by exercising a spirit of mutual 
accommodation, it frequently resulted, that old comrades who had 
stood side by side in the ranks, now sat down side by side, on the 
banks of the St. Lawrence. All these preliminaries having been 
arranged, on the 20th of June, 1784, the first settlers landed in the 
County of Dundas. 

With what feelings of intense interest, mingled even with awe 
and melancholy, must these settlers have r^arded this introduc- 
tion to their new wilderness home ! How impatient each to view 
the particular spot where his lot had been cast I Every where save 
in the neighborhood of the Longue Sault rapids the landscape 
wore an aspect of wild and gloomy solitude : its solemn stillness 
interrupted only by the deep murmuring of the mighty river as it 
rolled along its fiood to the ocean. On leaving the river, the native 
grandeur of the woods, tenanted only by the Indian hunter and 
his scarce more savage prey, must have filled them with amaze- 
ment. Well might they exclaim, is this our inheritance, our 
future home ! Are these to be at once our enemies and our asso- 
ciates ! Can it be that these giant denizens of the forest are to 
succumb to our prowess, and that this- vast wilderness is to be 
converted into fruitful fields ! 
Bven in this land of forests, few perhaps have ventured fifty 

I 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



130 tJNlXEI) EMPIRE LOYALISTI?. [CHAP, 

miles from the abode of man, and surveyed a Canadian forest in 
its primeval grandeur. Indeed twiee that distance from our 
homes, would not suffice, at the present day, to place us beyond 
the ring of the woodsman's aze. It was but last summer, that 
two adventurous aeronauts were carried in a balloon, during a 
few hours, a distance of three hundred miles to the north of the 
Ottawa, and, surveying the scene around them, they concluded that 
they had reached the uttermost part of the earth. After days 
and nights of hopeless wandering through the woods, and nearly 
famished with hunger and cold, even in that remote r^on they 
discovered a party of lumbermen, to whom they owed the preser- 
vation of their lives. 

The settlers in Dundas County, hpwever, had preceded even 
the lumberman, and found in the trees of the forest a mine of wealth* 

From the time of their arrival in Canada, they were kno?m by 
the name of the " United Empire Loyalists," subsequently abbre- 
viated into U. E. Every man capable of bearing arms was entitled 
to assume the name of a U. E. Loyalist. Some of them were 
indeed at a tender age. The late Colonel Crysler, then a drummer 
in the r^ment, was in his fifteenth year, but was placed upon 
an equal footing with bis father; and at a distant day, each of his 
numerous sons and daughters ranked as children of the U. E.'s 
Each soldier was entitled to draw one hundred acres on the river 
front, besides two hundred acres at a distance remote &om the 
river. This was the soldier's bounty. If married and with a 
family, or if a;t any future time he should marry, he was entitled 
to fifty acres more for his wife, and fifty for every child ; this was 
his family land. Besides all this, each son and daughter, on 
coming of age, or at marriage, was entitled to a further grant of 
two hundred acres. The greater part of Mountain and Winchester 
was thus drawn by children of the U. E. Loyalists. 

The first operation of the new settler was to erect a shanty. 
Each, with his axe on his shoulder, turned out to help the other, 
s^d in a short time, every one in the little cobny was provided 
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with a snug log cabin. All were evidently planned by the same 
architect, differing only in size, which was regulated by the require- 
ments of the family, the largest not exceeding 20 feet by 15 feet 
inside, and of one story in height. They were built somewhat 
similar to the modern back-woodsman's shanty. Round logs, 
roughly notched together at the corners, and piled one above 
another, to the height of seven or eight feet, constituted the walls. 
Openings for a door, and one small window designed for four lights 
of glass 7X9, were cut out — the spaces between the logs were 
chinked with small splinters, and carefully plastered outside and 
inside, with clay, for mortar. Smooth straight poles were laid 
lengthways of the building, on the walls, to serve as supports for 
the roof. This was composed of strips of elm bark, four feet in 
length, by two or three feet in width, in layers, overlapping each 
other, and fastened to the poles by withs. With a sufficient slope 
to the back, this formed a roof which was proof against wind 
and weather. An ample hearth, made of flat stones, was then laid 
out, and a fire back of field stone or small boulders, rudely built, 
was carried up as high as the walls. Above this the chimney 
was formed of round poles notched together, and plastered with 
mud. The fioor was of the same materials os the walls, only 
that the logs were split in two, and fiattened so as to make a tole- 
rably even surface. As no boards were to be had to make a door 
until they could be sawn out by the whip saw, a blanket su£ipended 
from the inside, for some time took its place. By and by, four 
little panes of glass, were stuck into a rough sash, and then the 
shanty was complete ; strangely contrasting with the convenient 
appliances and comforts of later days. The total absence of fur- 
niture of any kind whatever, was not to bo named as an incon- 
venience, by those who had lately passed through the severest of 
hardships. Stern necessity, the mother of invention, soon brought 
into play the ingenuity of the old soldier, who, in his own rough 
and ready way, knocked together such tables and benches as were 
accessary for hooaehold use* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



132 SEED AND mPLEMBNTS. [CHAP. 

As the sons and daughters of the U. E.'s became of age, each 
repaired to Cornwall, and presented a petition to the Conrt of 
Quarter Sessions, setting forth their rights ; when, having properly 
identified themselves, and complied with the necessary forms, 
the Crown Agent was authorized to grant each of them a deed 
for two hundred acres of land, the expenses incurred, not exceed- 
ing in all, two dollars. In addition to the land spoken of, the 
:BettIers were otherwise provided by Oovemment with everything 
that their situation rendered necessary — food and clothes for three 
-years, or until they were able to provide these for themselves ; 
1[)esides, seed to sow on their new clearances, and such implements 
of husbandry as were required. Each received an axe, a hoe, and 
a spade; a plough, and one cow, were allotted to two &milies; a 
-whip and cross cut-saw to every fourth family, and even boats were 
provided for their use, and placed at convenient points of the 
river. These were of little use to them for a time, as the first 
year they had no prists to take to mill, and the Longue Sault Bapids 
lying between them and Cornwall, whence they received their 
rations, it was found to be a very difficult matter to bring them by 
water. 

But that nothing might seem to be awanting, on the part of 
'Government, even portable com mills, consisting of steel plates^ 
turned by hand like a coffee miU, were distributed amongst the 
settlers. The operation of grinding in this way, was of necessity 
Tery dow ; it came besides to be considered a menial and d^;rading 
employment, and, as the men were all occupied out of doors, it 
usually fell to the lot of the women, reminding us forcibly of the 
Hebrew women of old, similarly occupied, of whom we have the 
touching aUusion in Holy Writ, ^' Two women shall be grinding 
at the mill, the one shall be taken and the other left." 

In most cases, the settlers repaired to Cornwall, a distance of 
twenty-five miles, each spring and fall, or during the winter, and 
Bragged up on tiie ice, by the edge of the river, as much as be 
.could draw on a hand sled. Pork was then, as now, the staple 
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article of animal food ; and it was usual for the settlers, as soon as 
they had received their rations, to smoke their baoon, and then 
hang it up to dry ; sometimes it was thus left incautiously sus- 
pended outside all night : the result not unfrequently was, that^ 
while the family was asleep, the quarter's store of pork would 
be unceremoniously carried off by the wolves, then very numerous 
and troublesome, and in no wise a&aid of approaching the shanty 
of the newly arrived settler. Frequently too during the night, 
would they be awakened by these marauders, or by the discordant 
sound of pigs and poultry clustering round the door to escape 
from their fangs. 

For several years after the settlement, they had the choice of 
but two mills : literally they were situated between two extremes, 
Gananoque above, or the Cascades below them, equi-distant about 
sixty miles. To one of these two points they were compelled to 
resort, for the purpose of having their wheat ground. Several 
parties joining together would take forty or fifty bushels at a time, 
with five or six men to work the boat, stemming the rapids of the 
Longue Soult, or of the du Plat and Galouse. 

Not long aft;er their settlement here, Jacob Merckley, father of 
our respected townsman of that name, and his brother-in-law 
Shaver, being in want of some plenishings for the shanty, not to 
be obtained nearer home, set out upon a pilgrimage to Montreal, 
distant, by the tortuous path they had to travel, some 125 miles. 
It was in dead of winter, the snow was very deep, and they had 
no choice as to conveyance, but to foot it. The back was how- 
ever made for the burden, and, being young and supple, they set 
out on their dreary journey, with light hearts, dragging behind 
them their hand sled with provisions and blankets for the jour- 
ney. The only beaten path was on the ice, by the margin of the 
river. The whole stretch of shore was all but an unbroken forest, 
obstructed with tangled brush, and covered with snow full four 
feet deep. After six days steady marching, they reached Montreal, 
and, having procured the articles required, started on their return 
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trip, "homeward bound." In addition to numerous other ^^notion^" 
they had purchased an iron pot, or cooler, for boiling sugar, 
which weighed over one hundred pounds, and it required the 
united strength of the two to make headway, at even a very slow 
gait ; however by resting frequently, they managed to make some 
progress. Having occasion to cross a wide bay below St. Anne's, 
and keeping fiir from shore to shorten the distance between the 
two points, they were much impeded by the snow drifting up their 
track. On they pressed, pulling away with might and main. 
They had scarcely reached the middle of the bay, when 
Shaver gave out, and sank exhausted on the ice. No 
friendly voyageur was there in sight, to bear a helping 
hand. What was to be done? To leave the fallen brother, 
and go to seek assistance, might have been to let 'him perish 
in the snow ; neither could he leave his precious cargo, lest it 
might be plundered in his absence. In his extremity, he raised 
him up in his arms, deposited him on the top of the load, and 
animated with superhuman strength, he, single handed, dragged 
his double load across the ice, and safely reached the nearest 
dwelling, where, remaining a day, the invalid was sufficiently re- 
stored to resume his place at the ropes, and they eventually 
reached home, safe and sound, having occupied three we^s in the 
excursion. Such were the difficulties met and surmounted by the 
early settlers ; and the bare recital of them, might well put to the 
blush their less hardy descendants, who may utter the now fre- 
quent complaint of " hard times." 

There was in former times a deal of valuable timber standing in 
the county of Dundas. Huge pine trees were cut for ship's 
masts, measuring from ninety to one hundred and twenty feet in 
length, and from forty to forty-eight inches in diameter, when 
dressed for market. One such piece of timber must have weighed 
from twenty to twenty-five tons. These mast trees were dragged 
from the woods by from twelve to sixteen pairs of horses. A sin- 
gle tree was sold in Quebec as a bow-sprit for $200. Of white 
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oak, averaging when dressed from forty-five to sixty-five cubie 
feet, and of the best Canadian quality, there was abundance ; this 
found a ready market at from 2s. 6d. to 3s. per foot ; inferior 
quality of this timber was <30EVCTted into stave blocks, and also 
shipped to Quebec. At a later period, large quantities of elm, 
and ash were sent to market from this county, while beech and 
maple, then considered worthless, were piled up in log heaps and 
burned, the ashes being carefully gathered, and sold to the mer- 
chants, to be made into potash. 

There being ample employment on the father"'s farm, yet un- 
cleared, for all his sons, there was little inducement for these to 
think of setting up for themselves ; as a consequence, the lands 
the children had drawn, were of little value to them in the mean- 
time. U. B, rights became a staple article of commerce, and were 
Teadily bought up by speculators, almost as fast as they came into 
the hands of the rising generation. A portion of what remained 
to the farmer or his family, was soon sold in payment of taxes, at 
eheriffs sale, and these lots too, usually fell into the hands of land 
jobbers. Many of the lots had never been seen by the parties 
who drew them, and their comparative value was determined, 
cither by their distance frcm. the river, or the pressing necessity 
of the party holding them. It thus happened that lands in Win- 
chestOT, which in a very few years brought from twenty to thirty 
■dollars per acre, were then considered worthless ; and lots even more 
favorably situated, in respect to locality, were sold, if not for an 
old song, at least for a new dress, worth perhaps from three to 
four dollars in cash- We have even be^n told credibly that two 
hundred acres of land, upon which now stands a flourishing vil- 
lage, was, in these early days, actually sold for a gallon of rum. 
The usual price of fair lots was from $25 to $30, some even as 
high as $50 for 200 acres. At $30 the price would be 15 cents per 
acre. These same lands were even then resold to settlers, as they 
gradually came in from Britain and the United States, at a price 
4jf from $2 to $4tp€r acre, thus yielding a (jlear profit to the spee- 
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ulator of one thousand per eent» upon his investment, a profit, in 
oomparison with which, the exorbitant interest of these days, 
sinks into utter insignificance. 

The summer months were occupied by the early settlers, in 
burning up the huge logs that had preyiously been piled together, 
and in the sooty and laborious work of re-constructing their char- 
red and smouldering remains into fresh heaps ; the surface was 
then raked clear of chips and other fragments, and in the autumn 
the wheat was hoed in by hand. During winter every man was 
in the woods, making timber, or felling the trees to make way for 
another fidlow. The winters were then long, cold, and steady, 
and the fall wheat seldom saw the light of day till the end of 
April ; the weather then setting in warm, the dcmnant breaks of 
wheat early assumed a healthy and luxuriant vegetation. Thistles 
and burdocks, the natural result of slovenly &rming,^ were un- 
known, and neither fly nor rust, in these good old days, were 
there, to blight the hopea of the primitive farmer. The virgin 
soil yielded abundantly her increase ; ere long there was plenty in 
the land for man and beast, and, with food and raiment, the set- 
tler was contented and prosperous* 

There was in the character of the early settlers, that which 
commanded the admiration and re£^>ect of all who were brought 
into contact with them. Naturally oi a hardy and robust consti- 
tution, they were appalled neither by danger nor difficulties, but 
manfully looked them fair in the face, and surmounted them alL 
Amiable in their manners, they were frugal, simple, and regular 
in their habits. They were scrupulously honest in thdr dealings^ 
affectionate in all their social relations, hospitable to strangers, 
and fidthful in the discharge of duty. As for their moral and 
religious character, we are proud to reflect, that, although without 
any deigyman, of either religious persuasion, the Lutherans and 
Presbyterians^ from the beginning, lived together in good fellow- 
ship and peace. They united in observing the sanctity of the 
Sabbath, in holding lay-reading and in singing hymns on the day 
of sacred rest. 
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While we say this much of the early settler, let us not be un- 
derstood as wishing to hold them up as paragons of perfection — 
as examples in all things to their descendants. They had 
their idlings, as well as their virtues, but we must make allow- 
ances for the circumstances in which they were placed. They 
were charged by the early missionaries, and perhaps with some 
degree of truth, " as wofully addicted to carousing and dancing," 
but these were the common and allowed amusements of the times 
in which they lived. It may however be said with truth, that 
forms of licentiousness and profligacy, which are not uncommon 
in the present day, would have aroused the indignation of the 
early settlers, and met with reprobation, if not chastisement at 
their hands. It is true, they were not of those, who made broad 
their phylacteries, or were of a sad countenance, disfiguring their 
faces, and for a pretence made long prayers. Innured to a life of 
hardship and toil, — ^without the check of a Gospel ministry, and ex- 
posed to the blunting influence of the camp, the barrack, and the 
guard room, we must be content to find them but rough examples of 
Christian life. The scrupulous and distrustful vigilance, however, 
with which modern professors of every creed, eye their fellow-men, 
and require every pecuniary engagement, no matter how trivial, to 
be recorded in a solemn written obligation, stands out in striking 
contrast to the practice of the early settlers, among whom all 
such written agreements were unknown, every man's word being 
accounted as good as his bond. Lands were conveyed, and pay- 
ments promised, by word of mouth ; and verbal agreements were 
held as sacred as the most binding of modern instruments. 

Christianne, the wife of the late Jacob Ross of Osnabruck, 
outlived nearly all the U. E. Loyalists of her time. Her descen- 
dants to the third generation grew up around her, and ofttimes 
listened to the thrilling story of her first coming to Canada, and 
the subsequent hardships and trials to which, at different periods 
in the course of her long lifetime, she had been subjected. 

The following brief but touching narrative respecting her, was 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



138 HARDSHIPS. [chap. 

related to us by Mr. Samuel Ault, her grandson, and will be per- 
used with interest, by many who were familiar with her features, 
and admirers of her virtues. 

Mrs. Ross was a daughter of Michael Merckley, a loyalist, who 
lived in Sehoharrie, near the Mohawk river, in the State of New 
York, She and her sister Eve, and her brother a little child, 
were taken prisoners by a scouting party of Indians, under the 
following circumstances : — 

Her mother was dead. Her father was absent from home with a 
niece of his. Christianne was seventeen years of age, Eve was fif- 
teen, and the little boy between five and six These three were left 
in chai^ of the house. The girls became somewhat alarmed at the 
prolonged absence of their father, and as evening drew nigh, their 
young hearts beat with anxiety, and all eyes were eagerly intent 
upon the road by which they expected his return. At last, he 
and his niece, both mounted on horseback, appeared in sight, rid- 
ing in great haste towards the house. The little boy clapped his 
bands, and wiped off the tears from his swollen cheeks. The 
eyes too of the girls brightened up, and their hearts were filled 
with joy as they ran to the door to meet the embrace of their 
father. 

Scarcely had the girls crossed the threshold, when a party of 
Indians in ambush, fired a volley from their rifles, before any 
explanation could be given or received. The father and cousin fell 
from their saddles to the ground, and^ ere the breath had left their 
bodies, their scalps were taken off. The house was plundered, and 
with the bam and other buildings Set on fire, while the poor little 
weeping, trembling orphans, were carried off by the blood-stained 
savages to their camp. 

With loud cries and in tears, the three children were hurried off 
in charge of their cruel captoi;^. A more touching sight one cannot 
imagine, and a tear bedims the eye as we try to realize it. '* I 
want my father I I want my father !" cried the little boy " I want 
to go home to my father 1" Yes, — ^he went to his father — the In- 
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dians became enraged with the pitiful cries of the little innocent, 
and ordered the girls to go on in advance with the squaws, keep- 
ing the lad in rear. Separated from his sisters, his cries became 
louder, till at last, as the only way of stopping his noise, they dis- 
patched him with a blow of a tomahawk. His sisters saw no more 
of him, save his reeking scalp, which was held up before them, 
with the warning that unless they quickly held their peace a sim- 
ilar fate would be theirs. They were five weeks marching to Fort 
Niagara, and frequently were threatened with death when they 
gave vent to their feelings, and in many instances owed their lives 
to the interposition of the squaws. 

At Niagara they remained seven weeks in possession of the 
Indians, when they were sold to Sir John Johnston, who com- 
manded the Indians in the British service there. 

He took the two sisters with him to Montreal, who remained in 
his employment as servants for nearly two years. At the close of 
of the war, Christianne married Ross, a discharged soldier, and 
came to Cornwall for the purpose of settling on a farm which he 
drew from Government. He exchanged that farm for one in Os- 
nabruck, the same upon which his son and grandson now reside. 
They were supplied by Government with most things requisite for 
house keeping in the woods, but had no cow, and to remedy this 
want, they concluded that while Mr. Ross was busy making a small 
clearing, his newly married wife should return to Montreal, and 
do service for one year more, in order to raise means to purchase 
a cow, which she did. Thereafter they lived the most peaceful 
and happy lives imaginable till separated by death. They were 
strict adherents of the Lutheran Church, up to the time that their 
minister, Mr. Weagant, became an Episcopalian. 

Christianne lived to the patriarchal age of 98, retaining to the 
last full possession of her mental faculties ; she departed for " the 
better country," about three years ago, full of hope and resigned 
to her call. Her German bible and prayer book had been her 
companions through life and her comfort in old age, and even in 
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death they were not divided, for at her own request they were 
buried with her in the same coffin. 

Most of the first settlers have long ago passed away ; a few, here 
and there, still remidn, living exemplifications of the excellence of 
character which we have thus imperfectly described. 

In the year 1788, the first grist-mill in the county was built 
by two enterprising men, Messrs. Goons and Shaver, in Matilda. 
It contained but one run of stones, and had a small saw mill at- 
tached to it. This mill stood upon a point of the river, about one 
mile below the present village of Iroquob. The saw mill never 
worked well, and was soon abandoned. The little grislrmill was 
however very successful ; it would grind 100 bushels of wheat per 
day, and turned out better flour than one-half of the mills of the 
present time. Soon after this, another miU, upon what was then 
considered to be a magnificent scale, was built by John Monroe, 
on the point below Mr. Flagg's, also in Matilda. This had three 
or four runs of stones, besides a gang of saws, and worked admir- 
ably for ten years, when it unfortunately took fire, and was 
burned to the water's edge. It was inmiediately replaced by 
another, but this time with only one run of stones, cheaply con- 
structed, and in every respect inferior to its predecessor. It 
stood thirty-five years, when a large field of ice striking violently 
on the point, carried the mill off bodily, or at all events demolished 
it. These several milb were all driven by the current of the St. 
Lawrence. 

A few stores were now added. The first in this neighborhood 
appears to have been opened by Bichard Loucks, who also kept a 
tavern, about a mile below the present limit of Dundas, as early as 
1787. At this period the County of Dundas was not known by 
its present name ; indeed there were as yet no counties named in 
Upper Canada. It formed a part of the then Lunenburgh Dis- 
trict (of which more hereafter), which extended from Gananoque 
to the present Province line near Lancaster. 

The settlers could now supply themselves with the necessaries 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VI.] FIRST SCHOOLMASTER. 141 

of life, from the mill and the store, and the roving and dissipated 
life of the soldier was forgotten, in the staid and sober habits of 
the hard working farmer. A few of a more adventurous turn of 
mind, at times would man a boat, and, ascending the river to Os- 
wego, take a circuitous route by lakes and rivers, betimes carrying 
their boat shoulder high, for miles at a stretch, and finally reach 
the green valley of the Mohawk, dear to them still in memory. 
Betuming, they brought such articles of merchandize with them 
as they could transport, and, providing themselves with a passport 
at Carlton Island, Aey swiftly glided down the river.* 

The duty of instructing their children seems from the very 
earliest time of the settlement, to have been recognized ; and 
although of necessity a few years elapsed without a school house, 
yet from the very first they had their schoolmaster. A good old 
(xerman, whose name we cannot recal, gratuitously spent his time 
in going from house to house teaching, two weeks at a time in 
different neighborhoods, where the children congr^ted, and re- 
ceived such instruction as the limited time and capabilities of 
their teacher afforded. 

We learn from Major Clark, now residing in Edwardsburgh, 
that his father taught the first r^ular school in Dundafi. He 
arrived with his family in Montreal, in the year 1786, and pro 
ceeded to the Bay of Quints. When passing Lachine, Mr. 
Clark was much struck with the novel sight of a large encampment 
of Indians, on the precise piece of ground now occupied by that 



♦ The following is a copy of such a passport ; — 

Permit the boat going from this to pass to 
Kingston with their provisions, family, cloth- 
ing, beding, household farnitnrej and fi&rming 
utensils, they having cleared out at this post, 
as appears by their names in the margin. 
Given under my hand at Fort Ontario, 2l8t 
day of May, 1196. 



Inward. 

John Loucks, 

two men, 

two women, 



three children, 
To whom concerned. 



0. MoDONELL, P. 0. 
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beautiful grove of maple trees, which attracts the eye of almost 
every traveller. It is not uninteresting thus to fix the date of this 
well-known ornament to Lachine, should it escape the fate of maple 
groves in general, and ever reach a good old age. The Indians in 
question, were a party of the Mohawk warriors, in number about 
400,who had adhered to the royalists during the American war, and 
had left their homes — the land of their sires for ages untold — that 
they and their children, might dwell under the benignant pro- 
tection of their ^^ Oreat Father and Friend," across the '^ Big 
Lake." They were in charge of the celebrated Indian chief^ 
Captain Brant, and were by him conducted in a flotilla of canoes, 
to a tract of land on the Grand Biver in Upper Canada, in the 
centre of which now stands the flourishing town of Brantford, 
named in honor of their leader. It may seem very much out of 
our way, yet this digression is so tempting, that we cannot refrain 
from giving a few remarks respecting this remarkable man, con- 
densed from an interesting sketch of his life, presented in Smith's 
History of Canada. 

" Joseph Brant, or Thayendanegea, bom on the banks of the 
Ohio in 1742, was the son of Tehowaghwengarffhkwin, a full 
blooded Mohawk of the Wolf tribe. Brant received his education 
at Lebanon in Connecticut, and, having been taken notice of by 
Sir William Johnston, accompanied him to the wars, at an early 
period of his life, being only thirteen years of age when he en- 
gaged in his first battle. He became a firm ally of the British, 
and assisted with his tribe during the remainder of the French 
war. During the whole of the revolutionary war. Brant and his 
Mohawk warriors faithftiUy coiltinued their allegiance. At the 
close of it, the Mohawk chief proceeded to Montreal to 
confer with Sir John Johnston, and from thence to Quebec, to 
claim from (reneral Haldimand, the fulfilment of his pledge, that 
the Indians should be restored at the expense of the Government, 
to as favorable a condition a^ they were in, before the contest 
b^an. The Seneca Indians, wishing to perpetuate t£e friendly 
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feeling existing between themselves and the Mohawks, oflfered 
them a tract of land in the valley of the Genesee ; but the Mo- 
hawks were determined " to sink or swim, with the English." 
Brant visited England in 1785, where he was well received. 
When introduced at Court, he proudly declined the honor of kis- 
sing the King's hand, but added that he would gladly kiss that 
of the Queen. During his stay in London, he was invited to a 
grand masquerade, or fancy ball. He went richly dressed in the 
costume of his nation, wearing no mask, but painting one half of 
his face. His plumes nodded as proudly in his cap, as though 
the blood of a hundred Percys coursed through his veins, and 
his tomahawk glittered in his girdle like burnished silver. Among 
the guests was a Turk of rank, whose attention was particularly 
attracted by the grotesque appearance of the chiefs singular attire. 
He scrutinized him very closely, and, mistaking his complexion 
for a painted visor, took the liberty of attempting to handle his 
nose. Brant, who had noticed the observation he excited, was in 
the humour for a little sport ; no sooner therefore did the fingers 
of the Turk touch his nasal organ, than he raised the war-whoop, 
and, snatching his tomahawk from his girdle, whirled it round the 
head of his astonished assailant. Such a piercing and frightful 
cry had never before rung throogh the halls of fashion, and, 
breaking suddenly upon the ears of the merry throng with start- 
ling wildness, produced a strange sensation. The Turk himself 
trembled with terror, while the ladies shrieked, screamed, and 
scattered themselves, in every direction. The jest however was 
soon explained, and all was right again. 

Brant was three times married, and died at Wellington Square, 
in 1807, aged sixty-four. He was a man of rare intelligence, a 
brave warrior, a steadfast ally of the British, and as humane as he 
was brave. His youngest son, Joseph, was appointed chief in his 
stead : he also received a good education ; he was appointed to 
the rank of Captain, and also superintendent of the " Six Nations." 
In 1832 he was elected a member of the Provincial Parliament 
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His election was contested however, and eyentoailj set aside. That 
year he was carried off by (tholera, and was buried in the same 
vault with his father/' I 

But to return to our first i^ominie — Mr. Clark remained two 
years at the Bay of Quint4 employed in teaching. In 1788 he 
came to Matilda, at the instance of Captain Frazer, who at his 
own expense purchased a ^m jbr him, at the cost of one hundred 
dollars. A few of the n)t|^bors assisted in the erection of 
a school house, in which lyfji- Clark taught for several years. He 
was a native of Perthshire in Scotland, and was universally re- 
spected. Before the close of 1792, the settiers in Dundas had 
erected two churches, and established several schools. They had 
also two grist-mills^ nn^ a number of stores, and taverns ; and 
thus a new era dawned upon the happy little colony of U. E's. 

Laws affecting the early settlers. We may naturally 
enquire what kind of laws prevailed at first amongst the settiers 
in Dundas. 

As the country was a forest, almost unbroken, from the impas- 
sable swamp, that had stopped the upward course of the French 
Canadians below Lancaster, to the Western Lakes — as there was 
yet no Legislature, and as the French laws could not well be 
extended over the new settlers, coming from the thirteen formerly 
British Provinces, where the laws had assumed a democratic 
aspect, it was decided by Government, that, for these and other 
reasons, the first settiers in Upper Canada should live under 
MARTIAL LAW, till such a time as it should be rescinded, and 
replaced by competent courts of justice. Consequentiy for some 
years, the inhabitants of Dundas County knew of no other law 
than that of the camp. But by martial law at that time, in the 
peaceable district of Lunenburgh, was meant, only, that the Eng- 
lish laws having, by the settiement of this part of Canada, been 
introduced, should be its laws for the present, and that these laws, 
which very few knew, should be martialli/ exeaUedy by the Cap- 
tain in command, having the superintendence of tiie particular 
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locality. It appears there was sucli an officer for the district sub- 
sequently named Dundas County. Captain Duncan, an English- 
man, executed these laws, A la militaire, and Maria-town was his 
head-quarters, of which indeed he was the founder, and so named, 
it in honor of his only daughter, Maria. As a soldier, he was 
generous and humane, and, the religious sentiment largely prevail- 
ing amongst the German settlers, his office was a sinecure. It is 
somewhat difficult, hbweyer, with no more certain authority than 
the memory of the oldest inhabitant, to define precisely the extent 
of the Captain's jurisdiction. We presume that his office corres- 
ponded to that of a chief magistrate, or justice of the peace, of the 
present time, with the addition of a little more discretionary power. 
From a manuscript before us, in the hand-writing of Eichard 
Loucks, an innkeeper in the Lunenburg District, under date the 
14th of September, 1790, we have undoubted proof that a civil 
court, with all the accompaniments of sheriff, judge, and jury, 
sat at least once in the year, at his inn, and that its jurisdiction 
extended over the whole Lunenburg District. Judging also from 
the items detailed, a jolly Judge and Jury they must have been. 
Numerous accounts are therein detailed of " Licker for the gentle- 
men of the grant gury," including sundry charges for " decanters 
broken J ^ Port wine appears to have been the beverage used in 
the " Cort Room ;" rum, on ordinary occasions ; while Judge 
Duncan treated his guests at " super " with brandy and " Elisa- 
peth." In the document referred to, we find at one time, the 
names of twenty-six jurymen, presided over by " Juge Dunken," 
and "high shriff Monro.*' Judge Jarvis has kindly ^ven us 
his opinion in respect to this Court, which he says must have 
been under the authority of the Act of Parliament of England, 
14 Geo. 3d cap. 83 (1774), usually known as the Quebec Act, 
by wMch the Governor and Council thereby constituted, must 
have erected the jurisdiction. There was no Court of King's 
Bench erected until 1794, at which time, of course, the court we 
have spoken of was superseded. 

E 
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Those who were convict^ of high offences, were punished by 
l>ani8hment, and were transported for a term of years, or for life, 
not to Botany Bay, but to the United States, a sentence next to 
that of death, felt to be the most severe that could be inflicted. 
Minor offences were atoned for in the pillory. For a long time 
there stood one such primitive instrument of punishment, at 
Bichard Loucks' inn, the centre of law and justice for the then 
Lunenburgh District. Tradition also sayeth, that the aneestors 
of some of those who are now in exalted stations in the county, 
were there exposed to the vulgar gaze in the stocks. 

Captain Duncan, the military commander, and ''Juge 
JDunken,'^ the dispenser of Law and ^^ Elisapeth " at the Lunen- 
^buig Inn, will readily be recognized as identical. 

Duncan in his day, seemed to have monopolized every office. 
A store keeper, and holding a captain's rank, he dealt out Martial 
Law, dry goods, and groceries alternately. A member of the Le- 
gislative Council, he framed Laws, and as Judge of the Lunen- 
burgh District he dispensed them. His universal hospitality 
gathered around him a host of friends, while in his capacity as 
magistrate, he was a terror to evil doers. He was possessed of 
large tracts of land, acquired partly from Government, and partly 
by purchase, besides other property to a considerable extent, and 
enjoyed a full measure of the influence and outward respect, 
usually attendant upon wealth. He left the country somewhat 
abruptly for the United States, where he remained till his death. 

He had, it seems, been extensively engi^ed in the lumber busi- 
ness, and it was said that some transactions in connection with 
this were so imprudent, that he dared never return to Canada. 
This circumstance detracted from that upright character, which 
otherwise he had acquired. 

Sm John Johnston's name being inseparably connected 
with the early settlers of Dundas, a few particulars regarding his 
lamilymaybe interesting. His father, Sir William Johnston, 
was a native of Ireland, of whom it was said, in 1755, that he had 
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long resided upon the Mohawk Biver, in the western part of New 
York, where he had acquired a considerable estate, and was uni- 
yersally beloved, not only by the inhabitants, but also by the 
neighboring Indians, whose language he had learnt, and whose 
affections he had gained by his humanity and affability. This 
led to his appointment as agent for Indian affairs, on the paj^ of 
Great Britain, and he was said to be ^' the soul of all their trans- 
actions with the savages." 

In a previous chapter we have already noticed his military 
exploits on Lake Champlain, and at Niagara, as well as the part 
which he and his Indian warriors took in the descent of the St. 
Lawrence with General Amherst's army. At the breaking out of 
the revolutionary war. Sir John, who had succieeded to his father's 
title, appears also to have inherited his influence with the Indians, 
and to have exerted that influence to the utmost, in favor of the 
Boyalist cause. By this means he rendered himself particularly 
obnoxious to the continentals, as the Americans were then called. 
Accordingly in 1776, Colonel Dayton, with part of his regiment, 
was sent to arrest him, and thus put it out of his power to do 
further mischief. '^ Beceiving timely notice of this, from his tory 
friends in Albany, he hastily assembled a large number of his 
tenants and others, and made preparations for a retreat, which he 
successfully accomplished. 

Avoiding the route by Lake Champlain, from fear of falling 
into the hands of the continentals, who were supposed to be assem- 
bled in that direction, he struck deep into the woods, by way of 
the head waters of the Hudson, and descended the Baquette 
Biver to its confluence with the St. Lawrence, and thence crossed 
over to Canada. Their provisions failed soon after they had left 
their homes. Weary and foot sore, numbers of them sank by the 
way, and had to be left behind, but were shortly afterwards re- 
lieved by a party of Indians, who were sent from Caughnawaga, 
in search of them. After nineteen days of hardships, which have 
had few parallels in our history, they reached Montreal. So hasty 
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was their fligbt, that the family papers were buried in the garden, 
and nothing taken with them but sudi artieles as were of prime 
neoessity. His extensive fiunily estates were confisoated, and he 
thenceforth became a most active loyalist^ and the scourge of the 
Mohawk settlement, during the remainder of the war." 

Sir Jdiin, served with distinction throt^hout the war, and at 
the close of it was amply reimbursed by the British Govern- 
ment for the loss of his paternal estates. He received large 
grants of lands in various parts of the country, besides a consider- 
able sum of money. He erected several mills, and was continued 
as superintendent of Indian affairs in Montreal, where he resided 
till his death, which took place in 1822. He ever manifested a 
lively interest in the welfare of his old soldiers who were settled 
on the St. Lawrence, who frequently went to see him, when 
occasion called them to Montreal. 

The only other name that occurs to us, as particularly connected 
with the early history of the county, is that of Steiehmann who 
surveyed the county of Dundas, and whose end was a melancholy 
one. 

About the year 1801, an armed vessel " the Speedy " of ten 
guns, proceeding &om York to Kingston, was totidly lost, and as 
no vestige of her was ever discovered, it was supposed that she 
foundered in a gale, on Lake Ontario. Svery soul on board per- 
ished, and, among other valuable lives, that of poor Steichmann's 
was lost. Judge Gray, from Cornwall, (tiie same from whom 
Gray's Creek derives its name,) several members of the Court of 
King's Bench, and many others, were amoi^ the number. Their 
unhappy end created much sensation at the time, and spread a 
gloom over the whole of Upper Canada. 

The attempt to recall the early history of the County, has been 
a work of some difficulty, from iiie scanty materials within our 
reach. No records are extant, so far as we know, of the incidents 
connected with it. Though much of what has been advanced, 
may seem trivial, and uninteresting, yet, we have thought it wor- 
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thy of notice, isMefl j, because it has come to ns from the lips of 
the few old settlers who remain among us. If the statements 
possess mo other quality, they are at least reliable, and, in so far as 
the writer is concerned, he has done what he could to preserre 
them. We close this chapter with a few reflections on the first 
settlement of Bundas, kindly sent to us as a contributioa by an 
old and highly respected inhabitant of the County. 

" A natural enquiry is su^ested ; why were Germam located, 
at the first settlement of Uppar Canada, in Dundas, and partly in 
Stormont, in close proximity to the Highlomd Scotch? 

Apparently it waa not by accident, but by design. We find, 
that close to the French Catholics of Lower Canada, were located 
the Scotch Catholics of Glengarry. No doubt, in consequence of 
the disastrous result of the Revolutionary War, it was deemed of 
the highest importance to promote peace and harmony amongst 
settlers in different parts of Canada. 

Had Dnglish^peaking Protestants been made the neighbors 
of French Catholics, at that time, disputes of various kinds might 
have been apprehended to have arisen from such relationship. 
To prevent these as much b& possible, persons of the same faith, 
though not of the same nationality, were placed side by side ; and, 
to avoid civil and rehgious disputes, between the British-bom 
settlers in Upper Canada, at that time, the German element of v 
the population, was, in several instances, used by Uie Provincial 
Government Close to the Scotch Catholics, the German Protes- 
tants were located in the eastern portion of the Province : and it 
was only next to the German-speaking Protestants, that the Eng- 
lish-speaking Protestants were located in Edwardsburgh, and so 
upwards, towards Preseott and Brockville. Neither speaking, 
nor understanding each other's language, for some time after the 
settlements were made, much dispute was avoided among the early 
settlers. We consider this fact, as a part of that far-seeing system 
of policy which British statesmen have ever been striving to 
establish in Canada; and we believe the Government has not been 
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dicu^pointed in ihis respect, ^r perhaps in no district of Upper 
Canada, do, at present, the various forms of Christianity which 
now prevail, exist more harmoniously side hy side, than in the 
eastern parts of Canada West. 

The various types of nationality, firom which the present popu- 
lation of Dundas has sprung, are rapidly merging into one, and 
the peculiarities of each, becoming yearly less observable. The 
dress, habits, and language of the Germans, and even the associa- 
tions connected with their ^^ Father-land," have all alike been for- 
gotten. One brief generation serves to strip the Irishman of his 
'^ brogue." Even the canny Scot, who dings more tenaciously 
perhaps than any other to his vernacular, who is wont long to 
retain a lingering love for ^^ Scotia's rugged strand," — 

'^ Land of brown heath and shaggy wood, 
Land of the mountain and the flood." — 

he, too, speedily becomes acclimated. All, denuded of their dis> 
tinguishing characteristics, are assimilating in manners and in 
sentiments, and are thus contributing to the building up of a 
homogenous British Canadian family. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Intermediate History — ^The soil of Dandas — Cranberry Marshes — Stand- 
ing timber and building materials — Climate— Meteorological Record 
—Oldest inhabitant — ^Eclipse — Earth-quake — Hail Storm — Irriga- 
tion — Statute labor and roads of Dundas. 

From the year 1800 to the present time, tiie history of the 
County of Dundas is simply the history of Canada, and it is at 
least satisfactory to know, that the progress and improvement of 
the County have kept p^ce with the prosperity of the Province as 
a whole. The war of 1812 found its inhabitants as loyal as of 
yore, and at their country's caU they cheerfully donned their armor 
and marched against the invading foe. A detachment of the 
Dundas Militia, as we have seen, were present at " Crysler's 
Farm ;" another remained to protect the fort and town of Prescott. 
In 1837, they turned out at an hour's notice, and assisted in quelling 
the Bebellion ; at that time they were enrolled and under duty 
for six months. Since then the peace and prosperily of the 
county have been uninterrupted, not however without some 
hindrances to the successful practice of agriculture. 

The extensive operations in lumber consequent upon the clearing 
up of a new and well timbered country, resulted in a state of 
matters unfavorable to agricultural improvement. Having spent 
the winter in the woods, the farmer had to spend the greater part 
of the summer in conveying his timber to Quebec. The farm 
was neglected, and, as a consequence, he rarely raised provision 
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enougli even for his own use. In this way he was compelled to 
apply to the storekeeper to furnish him, which he readily did, at 
his own exorbitant prices, taking the timber* as security for pay- 
ment. If at the end of the year the backwoodsman made ends 
to meet, he had reason to be thankful : the majority however came 
out on the wrong side of the ledger. The indulgent storekeeper 
was as accommodating as before, and was perfectly satisfied to let 
the old account remain at interest, and to add to it by fresh 
advances, upon receiving a mortgage of the farmer's land in secu- 
rity. The embarrassed farmer, still clinging to the hope of 
redeeming his farm, embarked with renewed energy in lumber- 
making, resolved to ^' make a spoon or spoil a horn." In a few 
cases he was successful, but in many instances the farm fell 
irretrievably into the hands of the merchant. The intimate and 
seemingly necessary connection then existing betwixt the lumber- 
man and the merchant, induced the ruinous long-credit system, 
which, perhaps more than any other cause, tended to cripple the 
resources of the farmers, and consequently to retard improve- 
ment : happily this system is now fast disappearing. At a more 
recent period, and previous to the completion of the St. Lawrence 
Canals, the farmers of Dundas occupied much of their time in 
conveying goods and passengers from Cornwall to Prescott. The 
yearly increasing tide of emigration, all bound for the west, gave 
constant employment to as many teams as could be spared at $4 
per day : this to a certain extent, again tended to divert the 
attention of the farmers from agriculture, but being a ready-pay 
business, it was found to be much more profitable than the lumber 
trade, the materials for carrying on which were besides becoming 
scarce in the county. Even ,for some time after the Cornwall 
Canal was finished, all upward-bound vessels had to be towed with 
horses from Dickinson's Landing to Prescott, and a considerable 
amount of money found its way into the farmer's pocket in this 
way. The final completion of all the canals in 1847, and the 
introduction of powerful steam-tugs, removed the last hindrance 
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to the pr(^e8S of agrieultnre, which has since then reoeiTed the 
undivided attention of the inhabitants, and has proved more 
remunerative than any of the enterprises in which they had 
hitherto engaged. We propose in this chapter to offer a few 
remarks respecting the soil and climate, the irrigation/ and the 
roads of Dundas County, together with a few additional matters 
of interest, suggested by the enquiry into those named. 

The Soil. — ^While the soil of the county is varied, it is chiefly 
of a tolerably rich loam, varying in depth from six to eighteen 
inches, and resting upon a substratum of bluish marly clay. It 
may be described for the most as level, at least with little more 
inclination than is necessary for carrying off the surface water. 
In some parts, towards the centre and rear of the county, it 
partakes more of a rolling character, but in no place does the land 
rise to any considerable elevation. It is interspersed with numerous 
swails or lowlands, not of sufficient extent to entitle them to the 
name of sicampSj and which differ from these in the important 
particular that they are all capable of drainage. In most cases, 
where any of these swails have been cleared of the timber, a single 
ditch through the centre, suffices to carry off all stagnant water, 
and, when that is once accomplished, such lands are invariably 
found to be of the richest and most productive nature. 

These swails, as well as the other level lands, are comparatively 
free from stones, On the contrary, where the land partakes of a 
rolling nature, we usually find the surface freely covered with 
boulders. The labor and expense of removing them, is in some cases 
very great, but is in part recompensed by the stock of durable 
materials for fencing, draining, and building purposes thus obtained, 
as well as by the dry and usually fertile qualities of the lands so 
cleared. A few sand knolls scattered here and there through the 
county, barely suffice to furnish materials for briekmaking and for 
building purposes. 

In addition to these swails, which are always heavily timbered 
with elm and ash, there are three cranberry marshes of consider- 
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able extent. The largest is situated in the Township of Winchester, 
and covers an area of about 800 acres. These marshes, situated 
in the heart of a thickly wooded region, are themselves destitute 
of a single tree, save here and there a scrubby spruce, and present 
a very singular and interesting appearance. They are completely 
covered by cranberry bushes from two to three feet in height, and 
are resorted to by swarms of busy berry-pickers, at the season 
when they ripen. The soil, which is of a black muck, not unlike the 
peat moss of Scotland, is annually inundated in spring, but is left 
quite dry again in summer. The bushes, from accidental causes 
or otherwise, are burnt off every few years, the fire sweeping every 
trace of v^tation dean before it, as in the western prairies of 
the United States. The succeeding crop of young bushes rise up 
luxuriantly from among the ashes of the old, and are generally 
most prolific. 

As has already been mentioned, all the choice market timber, 
such as oak, pine, and rock elm, has long since disappeared, 
while the stumps, especially of the pine, remain, a convincing and 
lasting monument of the dimensions of the huge denizens of the 
forest. Here and there are found entire pine tree, of enormous 
size, lying prostrate in the woods, shrouded in moss and lichens, 
which were cut sixty years ago for masts, and for a slight flaw had 
been rejected. Most of these are still quite sound, and are readily 
converted into saw-logs and shingle blocks. In ^e meantime the 
beech and maple saplings, which, by a mysterious law of nature, 
seem to supplant the coniferous species, have grown up into stately 
trees, and another mine of wealth has been sprung, affording winter 
occupation to the fanner in cutting cord-wood, and hauling it to 
the river. The hard wood finds a ready market in Montreal, and 
the soft wood supplies friel for domestic use, for railways, and 
steamers. There is also abundance of cedar, used for making 
fences, and for floats to convey the cord-wood to market. Hemlock 
and balsam occupy the sandy knoUs ; but wherever beech and maple 
thrive, we are sure of finding an excellent soil, and specially adapted 
for wheat. 
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The clay of the oounty is not esteemed very suitable for brick- 
making, being slightly mixed with fragments of limestone, which 
are calcined in process of burning the brick, and on subsequent ex- 
posure to the weather make them liable to crack. Most of the 
bricks used in the county, are brought from Aultsville in Stormont ; 
or from Waddington in the U. S., immediately opposite. 

There is abundance of good buildiiig stone in the county, though 
not very equally distributed. The quarries are chiefly near the 
centre and rear of the county. The stone is near the surface, is 
of hard gray limestone, and is sold at the quarry for $1.50 per 
cord of 128 cubic feet. Common field stone suitable for rough 
purposes, is delivered in any part of the county at $2 per cord, 
and well burned lime of excellent quality at 20 cents per bushel. 
Upon the whole, the soil of Dundas is admirably adapted for pur- 
suing the mixed system of husbandry. Wheat, Indian com, and 
potatoes are here successfully cultivated, while it is equally well 
adapted for the coarse grains, for grass and for roots of different 
kinds. 

The Climate may be fairly stated to be a mean temperature be- 
tween Montreal and Toronto. The extremes of heat and cold are 
less severe than those of the former, while a longer continuance of 
snow in the spring, retards agricultural operations ten days or 
two weeks later than in the neighborhood of Toronto. 

The oldest inhabitant says, that the dimate is much less severe 
since the county has become more generally cleared. The winters 
have been shortened at both ends, whilst the clearing up of marshes 
and wood lands has at once admitted the fresh air and the cheering 
rays of the sun — greatly diminished the numbers of mosquitoes, 
and other like pests, and rendered the whole county more healthy 
and salubrious. A few facts in connection with this are not with- 
out interest, and will bear us out in these remarks. We would 
solicit the reader's attention to the following table of observations, 
kindly furnished for this work by the Reverend H. W. Davies, 
M.A. Principal of the Senior Grammar School of the United Coun- 
ties of Stormont, Dundas, and Glengarry. 
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We may remark, that the observations being taken at stated 
hours, viz., at 7 a.m., at 1 p.m. ; and at 9 p.m.,the average tempera- 
ture is pretty correctly ascertained, but the extremes of heat and 
cold are thus liable to escape detection. The highest observation 
recorded in the above table is 97*^ ; it is more than probable, that, 
two hours later, the figure might have been over 100°. In the same 
manner, 7® below zero is the lowest notation ; had the observation 
been taken two hours earlier it might possibly have read 27°, or 
even 37° below zero, for scarcely a winter passes without some 
part of one day, or more, verging upon 40° below zero. It may 
also be remarked that "rainy days, " are those upon which rain 
fell ; the duration of rain seldom exceeding a few hours. 

By the Census of 1851, the population of Dundas county was 
13,811, the number of deaths in one year 64, being in the ratio of 
one death in 216 : a ratio far more favorable to this county, than 
any portion of Canada or the United States, with two exceptions, 
and singularly enough, these two, are our next door neighbors in 
Stormont and Russel, the ratio of the former being 1 in 240, and 
the latter, 1 in 220. The next below us being a third neigh- 
bor, Carleton, which was 1 in 211. Addington and Kent of 
similar population, were respectively, 1 in 98, and 1 in 84, while in 
the State of Maine U. S. the ratio is 1 death for 77 who survive. 

If we are not over wise in Dundas, the same authority tells us, 
that few of us are really " daft^ During the same year there were 
of lunatics and idiots, in Kent 16, in Addington 13, and in Dun- 
das but 4, and these may have been on a visit f5rom our western 
neighbor Grenville, which was notorious in this way, returning 25, 

We may here state, that the oldest inhahitcmt is no imaginary 
personage, but a most interesting and intelligent dd lady, MrsL 
Coons, residing in Iroquois, now in her 96th year, and in full 
possession of all her faculties. Peter Shaver, Esq., of Matilda, is 
one of the oldest male inhabitants, now in his 84th year. Both of 
these have a very distinct recollection of the first settlement of the 
county, and of the trials and difficulties which followed. We 
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mention their names particularly, because to them we are largely 
indebted for information, and for substantiating certain dates 
herein-after mentioned, which possess an interest far beyond the 
limits of the county. t)id space permit, we might mention a num- 
ber of peculiarities in connection with the population : for example, 
we have at present residing under one roof, a family consisting of 
two females, and four males, and comprising great^and-father, 
grand-father, father,andBon. The grealrgrand father is a hale, hearly 
old Scotchman, who, a year ago, carried off a prize at a ploughing 
match, and in summer or winter has never been a day off work. 
Under another roof, and that but a small and humble one, not 
long since might have been seen, sitting down to their frugal meal, 
twenty-two children of the same parents. It is said that the ' 
Emperor Napoleon I., when asked by the celebrated Madam de 
Sta^l. '^ Whom do you consider the greatest woman that ever ex- 
isted?" '^ She that had the greatest number of children,'' was 
the deliberate reply. In that light our lady of Dundas has few 
superiors in Canada. Were we to enter a third house, one might 
almost fancy himself in the abode of an ^^ Anakim," for the united 
height of the seven inmates is 43 feet 5 inches. The eldest ho^ 
is a handsome young man of 6 feet 7 inches, and as straight as an 
arrow. The second is 6 feet 5 inches, and the youngest 6 feet. 

The arrival of the '' Great Eastern " in New York, and the visit 
of the Prince of Wales, are certainly remarkable events in the his- 
tory of America, yet, occurrences still more remarkable, transpired 
during the year 1860, making it truly a year of wonders, and 
as such a memorable one. By Canadian farmers, it will long be 
remembered as a year in which the good things of this life were dis- 
pensed to them by Providence with a lavish hand. No part of Can. 
nada shared more krgely in the late abundant harvest than the 
county of Dundas,for we believe that nowhere was the in-gathering 
fiirther above an average. We shall not however dikte here 
upon this. While on the subject of meteorology, our thoughts 
naturally turn to the unusual phenomena which characterised the 
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past year, to wit — ^the Eclipse, the Aerolite, and the Earthquake. 
We have neither the ability nor the inclination to treat of them scien- 
tifically, but simply wish to place them on record, as occurrences 
noticed by the inhabitants of Dundas, that may be spoken of many 
years hence. 

On the morning of the 16th July, 1860, we were privil^d to 
witness an annular eclipse of the sun, distinctly visible to the 
naked eye, and, with the aid of a piece of smoked or colored 
glass, the phenomenon became highly interesting. It occurred 
between 8 and 9 a. m., and the unusual appearance of the atmos- 
phere during its continuance, took those who were ignorant of the 
oause, somewhat by surprise. The sunlight was perceptibly 
diminished, although to a lesser extent than we remember to have 
witnessed in Edinburgh in 1837, when many of the stars were 
distinctly observed. Upon the o<9oasion of the recent eclipse here, 
the dim light shed upon the landscape, gave to it that peculiar dull 
yello^ tint, which it usually assumes when the sun is similarly 
obscured. The greatest obscuration was said to be 0.623, hiding 
considerably more than one-half of the surface of the sun. 

On the evening of the 20th July of the same year, a phenom- 
enon of a different kind occurred, namely, the passage of a bright 
fiery meteor, or properly speaking, an " Aerolite^* over our heads. 

Owing to the rapid flight of these mysterious bodies, they are 
usually witnessed by few, and, from the limited time of observa- 
tion, but little can be learned of their nature. Calculation as to 
their size, distance, and true course, are therefore little more than 
conjecture. Their appearance is that of a swiftly moving fiery globd, 
* which frequently explodes with a noise like thunder, scattering 
numerous fragments of their component parts to the earth. More 
than two hundred instances are on record, of the fall of portions 
of these bodies in different parts of the world, and it is a singular 
fact, that upon examination, they are found to contain the same 
chemical elements which compose the crust of the earth. On the 
14th of December, 1807, an aerolite of similar appearance to the 
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one under consideration, exploded near Weston in Connectiont, 
and &om it, masses of stone half a ton in weight, were precipitated 
to the earth. The aerolite of 1860, was observed almost simul- 
taaeously over an area of more than 1000 miles ] the inference is, 
that it must have been of vast size, and travelling at a much 
higher velocity than was usually supposed. Considering its alarm, 
ing iMTOximity, we may congratulate ourselves that in this case 
there was no explosion observed. Its appearance is described by 
an observer in Montreal, ^' as two distinct masses of brilliant 
flame, in appearance larger than a man's hat, one preceding the 
other, with a connecting link of fire, and a train of sparks some 
distance behind." 

A writer in the ^' Boston Traveller,'^ estimates its flight at 25 
mUes per second, and its distance from the earth 22 miles. The 
same writer says, " The terrific grandeur of a solitary aerolite, 
moving with planetary velocity in our very midst, exploding with 
tiie noise of many thunders, and hurling ' hail of iron globes,' 
and stony masses over our globe, is calculated to awaken in the 
breasts of every one, feelings of awe, and a deep and abiding in- 
terest in these bodies. The destruction which they are calculated 
to produce, and the four memorable instances of mortals crushed 
to death in their fall, tinges their interest with feelings of melan- 
dioly wid terror.'* 

At about 6 a. m. on the 17th of Octob^, most of the inhabi- 
tants of Canada were aroused from their slumbers by a violent 
shock of an earthquake, the vibrations of which continued for 
about the space of one minute. It was accompanied by a rum- 
bling noise resembling distant thunder, luid is said to have been 
the severest shock experienoed by any now living in the country. 
The writer pleads guilty to having remained fast asleep, and is 
Qonsequentiy an incompetent witness in this case, but its reality is 
limply attested by numbers in this neighborhood, who were 
awakened by the violent shahmg of their beds. The sensation 
was usually deseribed aa if a stroi^ man had laid hold of the bed 
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post, and sbaken it wiik all his force. Many arose hastihf asd 
looked under the bed, and around the room, for the ^' loon " llutt 
did it; while others rushed to the window to see whether fr hum- 
eane wa» raging outside, but, although the waters c^ the rmr 
were in eommotion, there was not a breath of air stirring. SooMr 
came to the conclusion that they had been subjected to a fit of 
night-mare, and thought no more of it ; few attempted to accooiil 
for the phenomenon at all, and an earthquake was the last expla- 
nation that any one thought of. 

This earthquake was not felt further west than Belleville, and 
extended thence, following the route of the St. Lawrence to New 
Brunswick. At Montreal, the " Pilot " newspaper of the fyXhw- 
ing day, says "the houses trembled, doors were opened, belbraiigy 
and crockery was smashed." From Eiohmond it was ]:^^[NHrl6d, 
" that bedsteads and furniture were moved, and stores kno^ni 
down." At Quel)ec it was still more perceptiMe, overlorBiBg 
chimneys, and otherwise alarming the natives. The acoounltt 
&om that quarter reminded us of the great earthquake whidi 
shook Canada in 1663, a graphic account of which was writtett 
in the Jesuit's journal of the same year. " On the &th of Fdbm- 
ary," says the report as quoted by Smith, ''a great Fosking 
noise waa heard throughout the whole of Canada. The earth 
trembled violently, and caused the stakes of the palisades a&d 
palings to dance, in a manner that would have been incredibfe 
had we not actually seen it in many places. Men and women ratt 
out of doors, and stood horror-struok with the scene before them, 
unable to move, and ignorant where to fly fer refuge from lite 

tottering waMs and trembling earth the vi(^ence of the eaHh- 

quake was greatest in the forest, where even the trunks of Hbt 
trees are said to have been detached &om* tiieir places, and daabed 

against each (jfber with inconceivable violence and confusion 

The Indians declared that the forests were drunk Some ^ tl* 

mountains were tocn from their beda and tbrown up(m etbtttf, 
leaving immense diasms- in ibe places whence Aey had issaed.** 

L 
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In thifi strain the report proceeds to a great lengtk, eaeli senteiK^ 
adding new horrors to the description, until the reader is quite 
prepared to hear that Quebec, with its citadel, and all its inhabi- 
tants were swallowed up aliTe ; but no, " the most remarkable cir- 
cumstance of all, is, that all this has transpii«d without our losing 
either man, woman, or child, or even having a hair of their head 
touched." 

The earthquake of 1860 was succeeded bj several minor 
shocks, at intervals of a few days ; it was also preceded by a con- 
siderable one in May of the same year, described by those within 
doors, as though a railway train had. passed rapidly through the 
cellar of the house. 

We are in the haUt oi connecting thunder-storms with a sultry 
and overheated state of the atmpsphere ; nevertheless, we are at 
times subjected to sudden and unaccountable freaks of nature. 
Thus, about three years i^, we were visited Vy » thunder-storm 
of unparalleled severity during the very depths of winter. Upon 
that occasion a bam was struck by the 'lightning, in the township 
of Matilda, and with its contents was instantly consumed. By 
way of offset, it is by no means unusual for us in the middle of 
summer to be r^aled by a pelting shower of hail. The most 
remarkable storm of this kind we ever vritnessed, occurred in 
August, 1860 ; the air was at the time unusually expressive and 
warm, the thermometer indicating 85^ in the shade, when, without 
any premonitory symptoms, we were assailed by a violent shower 
of hail, the individual particles of which far exceeded anything pre- 
viously witnessed in these parts. The storm commenced with an 
irr^ular discharge of the large missiles, gradually increasing in 
quantity and diminishing in size, until the ground was perfectly 
white. We cannot condescend to particulars of weight, or precise 
dimensions, for the large pieces were devoid of shape, and were 
speedily dissolved ; several which we picked up appeared to us 
fully equal in sise to a small hen's-^g. Fortunately the storm 
was of short duration, and extended over but a small area, other- 
wise the dlonage to the growing crops must have been veiy gr^t. 
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As it was, the windows of both churches in OsRabrnck exposed to 
it, were left without a pane of glass. 

From these aerial flights we must now return to the subject, 
less interesting perhaps, but more immediately in hand, and de- 
scribe our county in other aspects. 

Irrigation. — The County of Dundas is well watered. In front 
is the noble St. Lawrence, averaging, along its whole southern boun- 
dary, a breadth of nearly one mile and a half, and of great depth. 
The current is swift, having an average speed of from four to six 
miles an hour, while the " Kapid du Plat " shoots past the centre 
of the county at a rate of 9 or 10 miles an hour. In rear it is 
watered by the Petite Nation Biver, which, rising within amUe or 
two of the St. Lawrence, has a very tortuous course, and, receiving 
many tributary streams, empties itself into the Ottawa Eiver, about 
30 miles below the city of Ottawa. The tributaries of this river are 
fed by springs and swails ] during the spring time of the year and 
also in autumn they assume formidable dimensions, giving motive 
power to numerous creek mills, which, though only in operation 
for from l^ee to four months in the year, are nevertheless a 
valuable acquisition to those living in their neighborhood. 

An abundant supply of well-water is found all over the county, 
on reaching a depth of from 15 to 25 feet. Besides, numerous 
springs are met with, affording their fortunate owners an inex- 
haustible supply of pure water, without trouble or expense on their 
part. There is also in Winchester a mineral spring, similar to 
the celebrated one at Massena, and had in some repute for its 
medicinal qualities ; but as no hotel has as yet been built to accom- 
modate visitors, it is not much frequented, except by those living 
in its neighborhood. 

Upon the whole, then, we cannot describe Damdas as otherwise 
than decidedly &vorable, in r^ard to soil, climate, and irrigation, 
for the successful practice of f^culture ; while its geographical 
position, and facilities for reaching market in summer or in winter 
are scarcely equalled, certainly not surpassed by any other county 
in Upper Canada. 
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Thx BoAsa— Wiihin tbe past tea yean, ^ voods of ihe 
county have undergone a vast improvement. Daring the last five 
years the large sum of 125,000 has heen apportioned to this 
county, from the Clergy Beserve Fund, seoukiiied in 1854 : this 
has all been expended upon roads ; and considerable sums continue 
to be annually applied to the same purpose, by the several muni- 
cipalities of the couniy. A good deal is also done by statute labor, 
the amount of whidi is r^ulated by law, according to the 
assessed value of each individual's property. Every male inhabi- 
tant of any township, over 21 years of age and under 60, is 
required to perform two days of statute labor, on the roads and 
high-ways in such township, and every party assessed for real or 
personal property in proportion to the value of such prt^ierty , thus : 
vnder £50, two days' labor are required ; under £100, 3 days; £150, 
four days; £200, five days; £300, six days, and so on, adding one 
day for each £100, until it reaches £1000, and for every £200 
4j)ove that sum, one additional day. 

The result is highly satis&ctory. — ^Bemote parts, of the county, 
formerly all but inaccesdhle, are now eacfy of access. Instead 
•of toiling through the mud, or bumping over the rough cordu- 
Toy, dreading a break-down at every step, the fiirmer now 
snoves along, swiftly and aristocratically in his light spring-buggy ; 
«or with his wa^on-load of grain he travels with ease and com&ri 
to himself, and his team. The value of lands in the rear has 
thereby increased tenfold, precious time has been saved, and wear 
«nd tear proportionably diminished. Abundant supplies of the 
^ery best quality of gravel for road-making are found in various 
{Mirts of the county, and muchi of the statute, labor is absorbed in 
|)lacing it upon the roads. The highways in the centre and rear 
of the county, being generally nearer the supply of gravel, have 
improved proportionately faster than the front roads. With the 
exception of two, one built by a corporation, and the other by a 
joint-stock company, our roads are all .firee from the nuisance of 
thetdl-gKte. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

GlOLOQT AND NATURAL HiBTOBT. 

Oeneral Geological featares — ^Laurentian formation^HaroDian— Lower 
Silurian — ^Potsdam Sandstone — Ohazy— Trenton Qronp— Tertiary 
formation-^Poflt-Tertiary — Composition of surface soil— Forest 
Trees— shrubs — ^fruit bearing plants— wild flowers. Animals-mam« 
malia— Birds — ^Fishes. 

The County of Dandas has in itself no geological features of 
a very remarkable kind. From its position in relation to the general 
fiTTStem of rocks of which it forms a part, it is indeed less fertile 
in points of interest than are several of the counties whicL lie 
around it. Here are no high hills, bold elevati(Mis, or deep gullieSi 
in which the rocky strata may be noted or measured, or from 
which indications of ancient disturbances may be obtained. From 
the character and formation of its rocks, clays, sands, and boulders, 
we would infer, that the events of its remote physical history, were 
for the most part of a peaceful kind, and that by a slow and or- 
derly process the County ripened into its present fair condition. 
We can with certainty say, that it has never been greatly dis- 
turbed with earthquakes, and, that no volcanic fires have burned 
within its borders. When its lower rocks were formed there 
can be no doubt that they were the beds and sediments of a very 
ancient ocean ; and such the whole land continued to be through 
a long succession of ages, during which its several strata were 
deposited. Only in comparatively recent times did Dundas 
emerge from its watery birUi-place, and take its position as part 
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of the diy land, whieh now constitutes the great continent of 
North America. 

But if Dundas be in itself wanting in special features of geolo- 
^cal. interest, it is not without interest when viewed in connection 
with the system of rocks of which it forms a part. Its geol(^caI 
position may be described as the centre of a great trough, or 
basin, formed, most probably, by the depression of its area, during 
the time of the deposition of its sediment. The circumference ^ 
this basin appears to have remained either altogether stationary, or 
to have been but slightly elevated, while its centre was gradually 
sunk to a depth of about 1000 feet. Along the line of its diameter 
we consequently find the same class of rocks making their ap- 
pearance, as would be seen in succession, were we to sink a shaft 
from its surface down to its foundation. The outcrop of the strata 
of rocks which underlie the surface of the county, dearly appear 
as we travel from its centre, in any direction, nortJi, south, east, or 
west. Go we north through the counties of either Carleton or 
Bussel, and, crossing the river Ottawa, pass on a few miles to the 
north, we shall traverse the intermediate strata, and reach the 
Laurentide rocks, which though here rising into hills, yet lie at 
the base of the geological system. If again we travel from the same 
point towards the west, we shall, in the same manner, reach the 
same class of rocks as before, in the county of Leeds or of Lanark. 
If south we direct our course, and cross the mighty St. Lawrence 
into the State of New York, we shall, a few miles from the river, 
again encounter the same belts of ancient rocks. To the east^ the 
counties of Stormont and Glengarry, are similar in their geological 
character to that of Dundas, but on passing to the eastern borders 
of Soulanges and Yaudreuil, in Canada East, we again find the 
outcrop of the same strata, and reach the lower rocks of the 
system. In every direction we thus descend in the geological 
scale; from the heights we reach the depths, from the hill tops we 
pass to the valleys. The highest elevation is near the City of 
Ottawa, where we meet with the Utica shale, and the lowest de- 
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pressions lie all rotind, and may be said to describe a circle of an 
irregular form, of from 80 to 130 miles in diameter, ant with an 
«urea of abont 10,000 square miles in extent. 

Let no one, however, suppose that this mountdn of rocks of 
about 10t)0 feet in height, is appreciable to the natural eye. 
On the contrajy, the whole district which it covers, is for the 
most part a level plain, at least it does not attain to an elevation 
above the sea, of more than 300 feet, or above the St. Lawrence 
of more than 150, and, what may seem strange to the unscien- 
tific reader, its chief apparent elevations are really its lowest 
geological positions. Height and depth in geology, are it should 
be noted, not reckoned according to apparent position, but accord- 
ing as it can be shown that one stratum naturally overlies another. 
The overlying strata are higher in the scale than those which 
lie beneath, and were deposited at a period more recent than they. 
The clays and sands of Dundas are thus greatly higher than 
the crystalline rocks of 'die Thousand Isles, or even than the lime- 
stone which is found in its own quarries. From the bottom rocks 
to the surface of the land, we find a series of strata, rising in reg- 
ular succession, one above the other, to tbe height we have 
noted, and each presenting a different appearance from its neigh- 
bor. Such is the general character of this great basin, of which 
Dundas occupies about the centre. But on looking carefully at the 
rocks which crop out upon the surface of this area, we find that it is 
made up of several minor basins or troughs. First, it is divided 
longitudinally into two subordinate basins, by an elevation which 
appears at the east comer of March in Carleton, and running east- 
wardly, keeps a course paralld to the Ottawa, as far aff Mount 
Galvaire in Vaudreuil. This brings up the lower rocks in Ne- 
pean, near Gloucester and East Hawkesbury. The most northern 
division into which the great basin is divided is the narrowest, 
and exhibits no farther depressions of any note, but the southern 
division is again subdivided into three shallow subordinate troughs, 
which, although they do not effect the general configuration of the 
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^wUarj, are y^t important gedogioal leatnrea. Tlie elevatimfts 
wluoh Mfarate these latter, run nearly parallel to the {neyiouBone, 
and expose the underlying rooks, the one on the north-west^a 
part of Montague, North Elnisley, and the western part of Monn* 
tain;' and the other in the southern part of Oxford and South 
Qower. These lines of elevation carried eastward into Dundas, 
wiU probably give the line of outorop of the limestone in whidi 
tbd quarries lie, and from which building stone and lime may be 
obiabed.* 

But properly to understand the geol<^cal character of the Coun- 
iy ci DundajB, it is necessary to take a general survey of the diffe- 
rent rocks which underlie its surface. 

On looking then at its surface days and sands we find that they 
bebng to the Tertiary and Post-Tertiaiy epodbs of geology. They 
lie at the very top of the whole system of rocks whieh we find 
coverii^ the face of the globe, the rocks proper which underilie 
thaw deposits belong, however, to the Lower Silurian formations 
and Ue at the very base of the whole system of stratified rocks. 
Between these extremities Canada presents us wUh an ahuost en- 
tire Uank. The-great groups of strata whieh naturally come be- 
tween the Silurian fund the upper Tertiory and form so important 
a leature of the rocks of the United States and of Europe, have 
rither never been deposited here, or have been washed away by 
ancient seas. The coal measures, for example, which are so 
hutgdy developed in Pennsylvania and other States of the Union, 
as abo in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, have no place at ail 
in Canada. Every coal-mining speculation in this Province 
hm proved a delusion and a snare, and brought ridicule upon 
the sanguine and foolish adventurers. We have, it is true, 
withiA our borders many valuable minerals, by which in time our 
wealth will be greatly increased, but within the present inhabited 
CHP murveyed portion of our territory, coal will, it may confidently be 
asserted, be sought for in vain. Before we find coal we shall have 
* Report Geological Sarvey of Canada 1851*2. 
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to trayel as &r as the Boeky Mountains or the arotio circle. Again, 
the MesQzoio formations whidi occupy the middle field of the 
earth's strata, and in which animals of strange and gigantic tarmB 
have been found, are not represented at all in this Province, and 
not till we come to the later Tertiary system, just before the intro- 
duction of the present forms of animal and vegetable life, do we find 
in Canada strata analogous to those of the United States and 
of Europe. That these missing strata never formed part of the 
Oanadian rocks it would be hard to say. They may once have 
existed here as dbiewhere. If ao, where they have gone to we can- 
not tell, all that with confidence we can assert iis that they are not 
here now ; nor as far as we know have they left any vestiges of 
their previous existence behind item. 

Saving thus stated what is not found in cur system of TOtkm, 
we shall now briefly describe what we do find, and what we can 
claim as peculiarly our own. 

We hxve first the Laurentian formation which lies at the found- 
ation of all the rocks of the Province, and is so named by Bxr 
Wm. Logan, from the Laurentian Mountains, a range of low hiUs 
on the north shore of the St. Lawrence. These rocks are of great 
thickness. That part of them which is exposed to observation and 
measurement ia computed as having a depth of 40,000 feet, or 
nearly 8 miles. This may appear scarcely credible, yet actual 
observation so determines, and the probability is that it is rather 
an under*statement of the reality. These rocks, it is estimated, 
cover an area of about 200,000 square miles of the northern and 
centra] portions of the Province ; Aat is, to this extent they come to 
the surface or lie immediately und^ the soil. They spread over 
the country to the north of the river Ottawa, and £rom thoice 
crossing the Province in a southerly direction, they trav^se the 
St. Lawrence between BrockviUe and Kingston ; they also prevail 
in the northern part of the State of New York, thus forming 
the northern, western, and southern rim of die Dundas basin. To 
the east they only appear in patches in ike county of Yaudreuil, 
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but a little to the north they crop out in great masses in the 
county of Two Mountains. They thus encircle Bundas, and 
doubUess also underlie it, forming the foundation upon which all 
its other rocks are laid. 

That this system of rocks was once stratified there can be 
little doubt. The stratification has howeyer been almost obli- 
terated by the process of crystallisation through which the rodcs 
have passed. They are, for example,^ largely composed of a rock 
called by the German name of Gneiss, which may be described as 
a hard, tough, crystalline rock, exhibiting curved and flexured lines 
of stratification, and composed in the main of quartz, felspar, mica, 
hornblende, and garnet Its ciystals are broken, indistinct, and 
confiisedly aggr^ated; but in whateyer form they appear they 
never altogether lose their stratified appearance. The other and 
the most largely developed rocks of this system are however gran- 
ites of various sorts which have no apparent stratification. Many 
of them are remarkable fi)r their large crystals of felspar, quartz, 
mica, hornblende, and garnet. Those in which hornblende takes 
the place of mica, are called syenite from their resemblance to the 
granites of Syene in Egypt, The highly crystalline form of these 
granites indicate a maximum of alteration, during the process of 
which every trace of former stratification or of fossils has been 
entirely obliterated. But as a counterpoise we find extensive belts 
of crystalline limestone and marble, which give manifest evidences 
of stratification. These are remarkable features of the system and 
wherever found, afford, in the midst of surrounding barrenness, 
soil of the most fertile description. Another feature of the Lau- 
rentian system of rocks is the iron ore which it contains in inex- 
haustible quantities. From Canada alone the world could easily 
be supplied with the best iron for thousands of years. 

These rocks are of vast age and lead us back to the remotest 
periods of the world's physical history. They indicate besides 
a state of things on the earth not dissimilar to that which existed 
in later periods, and in which tribes of animals and orders of plants 
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lived and died. Althoij^b the ohemioal and meolianical clianges to 
which they have been subjected, have ahnost if not altogether obli« 
terated every vestige of fossil forms of life, yet one or two doubtful 
and much altered corallinoids have been discovered in them. The 
carbon of the iron, and theorystals of graphite which they afford are 
also evidences of an ancient vegetation. These marks though slight 
are yet enough for science to determine that these rocks are not in 
their primitive condition, but have been changed from their original 
stratified form into that crystalline state in which they are now 
found. 

The second system of rocks which we find in the ascending 
order, immediately overlying the Laurentian, and within the circle 
of otir basin, is that of the Lower Silurian. This name has been 
given to them from the fact of their being well developed in a 
district between England and Wales anciently inhabited by the 
Silures. This system, in ita lower and upper divisions, is widely 
spread over the world, and in this country stretches over a lai^ 
area, attaining to a probable thickness of about 5000 feet. 
These rocks are not however the next in direct succession above 
the Laurentian. > The Cambrian or Huronian series comes 
between the two, and in the neighborhood of Lake Huron attains 
a thickness of 10,000 feet. But as the Huronian rocks do not 
appear within the r^on of our survey, we shall only say of them 
that they are the great sources of the copper which is found so 
abundantly in the r^ons of the Upper Lakes. 

The Lower Silurian rocks are divided into several formations or 
groups of strata, each distinct from the other in the character of iis 
fossils and in some respects also of its rocks. The lowest of these, 
and that which we find in our basin in immediate proximity to 
the Laurentian, is the Potsdam Sandstone, so called from its large 
exposure at the town of the same name in the United States. 
This is a very compact and hard stone, much resembling quartzite. 
lis color varies from white to reddish and brown. It affords 
excellent materials for building and glass-making. It is fijund at 
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the base of the hilb on tlie north shore of the Ottawa ranning 
westerly to a point opposite Pembroke, from which place it forms 
an interrupted belt which runs south through the counties of 
Benfrew, Lanark, Leeds, and Grenvilie. At BrockTiUe it erosses 
ihe St. Lawrence, and, taking a course to the south-east parallel 
with the river some miles from its bank, it passes through tbe 
eoimties of Huntingdon and Beauhamois in Canada East. At 
the latter place it again crosses the St. Lawrence by the St. Louis 
n^ds, and forms the whole eastern boundary of the oounties 
of Soulanges and Yaudreuil. It is besides found on both banks 
of the Ottawa as ikr as the borders of Argenteuil and Prescott. 
This rock forms the second circle of the trough in the centre of 
which Dundas lies. It coTers no great area and does not in this 
Province attain a greater thickness than about 300 feet. It is 
tdbiefly remarkable as a silicious sandstone containing little lime, 
sad as being the lowest strata which contain well preserved and 
well marked fossils. In it we really come to the dawn of ancient 
Ii&. Some of its layers are penetrated with holes which are sup- 
posed to have been formed by the roots of an ancient sea plant, 
or, which is more likely, to be the perforations of ancient sea 
worms. (Scolithus linearO) It also contains a pretty little bivalve 
shell called a Lingula from its having the shape of a tongue, 
which curiously enough is now converted into phosphate of lime, 
«nd is the only species of animal that has survived all past geological 
changes and now lives in the waters of the Pacific Ocean. 

Besides these and other curious forms of molluscous life th^e 
bave been discovered in this rock, at the Village of Beauhamois 
»nd other places, the track and footsteps of a strange animal, 
which, from the distinct marks left by it, appears to have had a cau- 
dal appendage or tail, and from fourteen to sixteen 1^. It is 
conjectured that the animal imprinting these marks was some 
species of crustacean or crab, but of a family wholly distinct from 
any thing that can be suggested by the crustacean forms of later 
rooks or of the present day ; it has received the name of Protech- 
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nt<€9. Lately^ too^ o^ ler tracks still m(»e esrioas h&ve been 
discorered in a quany jf this same rook near the town of Perth 
in the County of Lanark. ^' These are impressed on a bed whicb 
varies in thickness, in different parts/from an eighth of an ineh to 
three inches. They consist of a number of parallel ridges and 
furrows, something like ripple marks, which are arranged between 
two narrow continuous parallel ridges giving to the whole impression 
a fonn very like that of a ladder ; and ajs the whole form is usually 
gently sinuous it looks like a rope ladder.''* The breadth of the 
trails is about six inches and three quarters to the outer side. The 
Ux^ of the riches and the bottom of the furrows are somewhat 
rounded* There runs along the track a ridge intermediata 
between the two parallel side ridges, which although not so eoQ« 
spicuous as these, is yet seldom altogether wanting.. Natura&ris 
to whom specimens of those curious tracks have been exhibited 
consider th^m to have been made by some gigantic spedes of 
BtoUuBC or shell fish. From the resemblance of the track to ft 
ladder, the name proposed for it is Climadechniies Wihoni, thd 
specific designation being in compliment to its discoverer* I>r. 
Wilson of Perth. These are the chidP fossils which have been 
found in the Potsdam Sandstone ; unless it be that recent diseov* 
cries by Sir Wm. Logan lead to the conclusion that this formation 
is the equivalent of the Quebec group of rocks, then we shall have 
to consider it as containing a large and important group of primi* 
tive forms of life, which will ally the Potsdam rocks with the 
primordial zone of the Bohemian Geologists. This will very 
likely be the case. 

The third formation to which we come in our upward course^ 
is that of the Caloiferous Sandrodk — & limestone so called from its 
containing more or less sand. In some parts of the country this 
rock U called by the farmers '* Bastard Limestone." It follows 
the same course as that of the other fcmaatioBS above described^ 
only that it covers a much larger area of the countiy thaa the 
•Caaadiui Natvialisi Vol. T. p. 2t^ 
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Potsdam. It appears extensively in the connties of Lanark, 
Garleton, Grenyille and Leeds. It crosses the St. Lawrence at 
Prescott, and forms the entire sonthem bank ofihe river down to 
the County of Beauharnois. It margins also the north bank 
from the County of Stormont down to the borders of Soulanges. 
From this point it runs west into Glengarry, at the northern part 
of which it forms a sharp angle and turns to the north, passing 
through Hawksbury and on to Ottawa river, on the south shore 
of which it is seen in many localities from Carillon to the Chatts. 
In Canada it is supposed to attain a thickness of about 250 feet; 
but in this district its probable depth is about 100. It affords 
good building materials at Brockville and Prescott ; and although 
very few beds of the formation yield good lime, such however 
does occur in some parts, as at Brockville and Merrickville. The 
lime there is dark-colored, but effective in giving strength to the 
mortar made from it. The strata are comparatively barren of 
fossils, and those which are found are generally in a bad state of 
preservation. Several convoluted and spiral shells have been dis- 
covered, along with well-marked traces of searweeds, or fucoids. 

The fourth formation to which we come is that of the Chazy, so 
called from a place of the same name in the United States. The 
name has been given to it by the New York geologists, and adopted 
in Canada. It follows the same circle as the previous rocks, only 
it is more circumscribed than they are. It passes through the 
eastern part of Carleton, and skirts the western part of tlie County 
of Dundas. It then runs east, parallel with the river, to the 
Counties of Stormont and Glengarry, and pursues a course precisely 
similar to that of the Cakiferous Sandrock, only occupying an inner 
belt of the great basin. The limestones found in the southern part 
of Dundas and to the north west belong to this group. At Packen- 
ham they afford a marble of a dark chocolate color, very comp&ct and 
susceptible of a fine polish. They also contain in some places 
bydraulie lime, or cement, a material that does not slake when 
moistened with wator, but forms a mortar which hardens under 
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water. In the neighborhood of Maxmora, a lithographic stone of 
a superior quality is also found in abundance.^ 

The fossils of this formation are more numerous and better 
preserved than those of the previous one. They are chiefly mol- 
luscs, with crustacean trilobites, and are sufElciently characteristic 
to entitle the strata to a specific name. 

In general the Chazy is regarded as the first member of the 
Trenton group of rocks, so called on account of the exposure of 
its most characteristic strata at Trenton, in the United States. 
Along with the Chazy, this group comprises the Birdseye, Black 
Biver, and Trenton limestones. These rocks are almost always 
pure gray, blue, buff, or blackish limestones, very regularly stra- 
tified. It is upon this group that the County of Dundas reposes. 
The rocks which it comprises do not all come to the surface, and 
can only be known to exist by sections found in river channels 
and in quarries. They doubtless underlie the whole county to the 
depth of more than one hundred feet. Their whole thickness in 
Canada is about 500 feet. They are extensively spread over the 
country which lies between the Ottawa and the St. Lawrence, and 
in a great measure fill up the centre of the Dundas basin. Thej 
repose upon each other in r^ular order, and in some places seem 
to blend one with the other. Some fossils are peculiar to each of 
the four divisions, while others, and by far the greatest number, 
prevail throughout the whole. At the city of Ottawa the whole 
attains a thickness of about 500 feet, and the several members of 
the group are packed ^ill of organic remains. The waters in 
which they were deposited must have been filled with incalculable 
numbers of living creatures. Eadiates, articulates, and molluscs, 
there abounded. There are, it is upon good reason conjectured, 
vastly more animals buried in one cubic mile of the Trenton lime- 
stone, than there are living at any one time on the whole continent 
of Amexica.t They all too belong to extinct species, nearly all to 

*Report-Geological Survey of Canada 1851-2. 
fCanadian Naturalist Vol. I. p. 3d. 
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extibact genera, and many of them to orders whkh became whoU j 
exterminated myriads of ages ago» It would be oat of place for 
B8 either to name or to describe these carious and interesting 
fesrils. Names have been given them of a technical and learned 
kind^ which few of our readers would understand or care to make 
out. We. shall describe them sufficiently for our purpose, whei 
we say that they comprise multitudes of spiral and flat, angle and 
doub^-fihelled sheltfish, a large number of animals like crabs and 
lobsters, several like the common star-fish and sea urchin of our 
searcoast, multitudes of a class of animals with long foot-stalks 
and heads like flowers, which are commonly called sea-lilliesy 
crowds of corals of several genera and species. In fact it may be 
said that the rocks of this entire group are one mass of remains 
of fflidi kinds of animals, broken up into minute firagAients, and 
cemented together with a crystalline-like substance called cakHsinter, 
a cbposit from calcareous water. If the smallest fragment of the 
Trenton rooks be, for example, ground very thin and transparent, 
on looking at it with the low power of a microscope it will be 
seen to contain numerous fragments of corals and shells, packed 
dosdy together.* It may be truly said that throughout a large 
part of Canada, and specially in Dundas, the people live upon the 
graves of extinct forms of life, and build their houses with the bones 
of the dead. Almost all the stone edifices from Kingston eastward, 
ase Imilt up from the fosiliferous rocks of this formation. These 
animals were the sources from which chiefly the lime of the rodu 
was derived. The waters of the Silurian seas were largely charged 
vn£b. lime, and the animals which lived in them, by the aid of their 
peculiar organs, and by a process of secretion, drew from the water 
tJie lime which it held in solution, forming it into diells or houses 
fer themselves, and, when they died, lefl; it behind them for the 
use of other animals, their successors. We thus see how us^ul 
the tiniest creatures iaay be, and how their labors through counts 
less ages may all be directed by Hie Great Artificer for the benefit 

^Canadian Kalnzatist YcL I¥. p. 161. 
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of mankind. Better stones for building purposes, for our climate, 
could not well have been provided than are found in the strata of 
the Trenton group. The frost does not injure them ; they are 
not very porous ; and although somewhat sombre in appearance, 
their neutral tints yet harmonize well with our bright sunshine 
and our clear blue sky. 

The rooks proper of Dundas end with the Trenton, limestone. 
High^ than this they do not rise. But above these rocks we find 
large sedimentary deposits of clays, sands, and boulders, the origin 
and character of which we shall now endeavor to describe. 

These superficial deposits, althou^ lying very much on the sur- 
face, and exposed every where to observation, are yet, perhaps, 
less known and understood, than are the rocks upon which they 
rest* They are the most recent of the strata which ancient oceans 
have left behind them, and are of the greatest interest, as affording 
an index to the conditions of the earth and its climate, at a period 
next before that at which man was created. 

These clays and sands belong partly to the Pliocene, or latest, 
Tertiary, and partly to the Post-Tertiary systems of European 
Geologists. Some of the American Geologists, in accordance with 
French precedent, class them in their first system of rocks, styled 
Quaternary, thus immediately relating them with the underlying 
Tertiary. In our earlier Canadian Eeports, the upper part of 
these deposits received the name of Lawrencian, but this we pr^ 
aume will now be altogether abandoned and that name be reserved 
exclusively for the crystalline rocks at the base of our system. 
Pliooence, or recent Tertiary, and Post-Tertiary are the names by 
which they are at present best known, and most commonly desig- 
nated. 

These deposits are spread over the area which lies between 
the Ottawa and St. Lawrence and generally conceal the older 
formations. They consist of clays gravels and sands with boulders 
of every size. Good sections of them may be seen on the Biver 
St Lawrence all the way down from Dickinson's Landing. They 
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occupy, too, much of the south bank of the Ottawa, and are exhibited 
on all the tributary streams of the country. 

They may be properly divided into two distinct formations, 
each deposited under difFerent circumstances from the other, and 
seperable by the characters of their contained fossils. The lower 
is commonly known as the " Boulder formation or Drift " and the 
upper as thte *' Post-Tertiary or recent." The first has no regular 
stratification, and presents evidences of having been formed during 
a period when a force of some kind, not yet satisfactorily explained, 
was applied to the northern portion of the earth, in such a manner 
as to grind down ite surface, break its rocks in pieces, and transport 
the debris to great distances southward. 

Wherever the Drift is exposed, it is seen to consist of a confused 
mass of rounded stones of every size, from that of a small pebble 
to a large block or boulder weighing several hundreds of tons. 
These are usually embedded in a tough clay, and sometimes so 
cemented together as to require the aid of blasting to break them 
up. The boulders are, many of them, of the same kind of rock 
as that which is found in the neighborhood, but a large propor- 
tion of these consists of rocks transported from distant and north- 
em regions. These latter are more rounded than the former in 
consequence of the rubbing which they have received in the course 
of their migration. When this Drift forms the surface of the fields, 
the farmer who owns the land will find himself greatly annoyed 
by the innumerable round stones covering his fields, hindering 
cultivation, and impeding his plough.* To remove the boulders 
from such localities is almost labor in vain, for after a few years a 
iresh crop will work up from the deposit below and take the place 
of the others, better leave such fields to natural pasture, or to 
'primitive bush. There is not much of this Drift formation ex- 
posed in Dundas. That it lies next above the rocks is certain, and 
in many places will be found in the digging of wells. If it be 
^ked, how came these stones, clays, and sands to be deposited in 
^Canadian Naturalist, vol. 1, p. 321. 
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such vast masses, and to be so widely distributed over the north- 
ern hemisphere of the globe ? In reply, we must say, that the 
question is easier put than answered. We can only suppose that 
previous to the introduction of our present system of things, the 
great part of the north was underwater, and, that the Arctic ocean 
current, which flows from the north-east to the south-west, instead 
of being deflected to the Atlantic Ocean, made^ a clean sweep over 
the entire northern part of America, in its course to the shores of 
the Kocky Motintains, and to the Pacific. At that time it is also 
possible, and most likely, that the accumulations of ice in the 
Arctic and sub-arctic circles were carried by the current with 
great velocity to the south. That ice would necessarily contain 
masses of stone broken from the rocks of the northern regions, 
and these passing over the rocky bottom of the sea would grind it 
down into sand or break it up into fragments ; and, as the ice 
dissolved, either under the influence of a warmer temperature, or 
a summer *s sun, the rocks contained in it would drop to the 
bottom of the sea, and there be imbedded in the clay and sand ; 
they would also be further rolled and ground into round forms by 
subsequent migrations of similar blocks of ice. This theory is 
confirmed by the fact that the surface of the limestone rocks, 
almost wherever exposed, is either smoothly polished, or is marked 
by grooves and cuts, parallel to one another, and for the most part 
running in a south-westerly direction. These grooves are as sharp 
and clear as if they had been cut only recently by a mason's 
chisel.* The boulders also themselves are often scored longitu- 
dinally with similar marks, all as if they had been subjected to a 
process of continuous rasping and rubbing. It is thus that we find 
rounded Aragments of the Lauren tian rocks spread far and wide 
over the continent, and also that the boulder clay contains repre- 
sentatives from almost every strata which lie north of it. South- 
ern rocks are never found in the north, but northern are constantly 

•Canadian Naturalist, vol. iv, p. 325. 
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found in the mmth, and the farther soaih ihey haye been carried, 
tiie more are thej rounded and marked. 

But over this unstratified Drift formation wehayeaPo^Tertiary 
system of stratified elays and sands, whidi QOYet» a great part of 
the country, and forms the chief part of our'soils* These strata 
appear to haye been deposited in quiet, deep water, They also 
eontain boulders, axd, in some places these are very numerous. 
They may, however, be accounted for on the supposition that 
during the Drifb period, the sea was gradually sinking, until, at the 
Post-Tertiary epoch, it had sunk so low as no longer to be reached 
by the ice which passed over its surface^ The result would be 
that, while the sediment lay undisturbed, th^e would also drop 
into it from the melting ice the stones and boulders which it con- 
tained. These stones would thus be found in greater numbers 
along the course of some rapid current, or in those parts at whidi 
the channel was nairow. Such we may suppose is the condition 
of the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean at this day. If its northern 
divisions were exposed, there would doubtless be found a r^ular 
deposit of sediment, containing stones and rocks brougjht by the 
floating ice fi-om the northern arctic r^ons. During the time 
that these Post-Tertiary strata were being deposited, there can be 
no doubt that much of Lower Canada was under water. It is also 
not improbable that a process of elevation had commenced and was 
going on, and that in its later period the sea was bounded both to. 
the north and to the west with indented and sinuous shores. There 
would then be estuaries and creeks, and, most likely, rivers and 
streams of fre^ water flowing from the land. That there was a 
terrestial v^tation, the fossils found at Greenes creek, on the 
Ottawa, clearly demonstrate. Nodules of indurated clay have 
there been obtained, which contain, besides marine fossils, the 
leaves and twigs of trees, grass and other plants all indicating a 
vegetation not dissimilar to that which now covers the land. 

The fossils of this formation are very numerous. Skeletons of 
whales and seals have been found in its clays. The common 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Vm.J EBCEOT FOSSILS, 181 

Capelan (ifaZfoftts vilhms) so abundant at the present day in the . 
gulf of the St Lawrence, as also the lump-sucker {Cychptiris 
lumpus) a fish ec«nmon in the Atlantic, have been found at 
Oreen's Creek and other places,* The remains of Littaral sea* 
weeds and of sponges are abundant. Several «^iral shells, a 
scallop and a number of bivalves are found over a wide area of 
<5ountry, and occupy such positions as to indicate that they lived 
and died where they now He. The <x>mmon mussel (Mytilus 
'edulis) which ev^yone knows about who has been at the sea-side, 
is found in abundance. The number of species which the formar 
tion contains, is very «on»derable, and what is remarkable, is 
that they have almost all, if not all, living representatives in the 
Oulf of the St. Lawrence or on the Atlantic coast at the present 
day. The sea of these ancient days was thus unlike the sea of 
the still noore ancient Silurian period, but was similar to that 
which we now find upon our coasts, in its temperature and in the 
forms of life which it contained. 

As the materials of this Post-Terdary sedimentary deposit 
enter largely into the surface soils of the County of Dundas, it may 
be well to say a few words as to their composition. We have 
noted Ihal they are the debris of the older rocks, ground into 
various degrees of fineness by the action of water and masses of 
ice. This being the case, they will contain materials of the 
same character as are found in those rocks, mixed up and 
blended ^ether by the violent processes to whkh they have been 
subjected. As those rocks contain quartz, felspar, mica, gar* 
net, homblende, iron, lime, with its carbonates and phosphates, 
sodium, potassium, a small amount of bituminous substance, <fec., 
it will follow that the sands and clays will be made up, in various 
proportions of these elements. Our soil will thus contain in it 
all the mineral properties of those older rocks, and these are all 
both suitable and necessary for the growth and nourishment 
of plants. We shall thus certainly never want siKca, or flint 

* Oa.iiadian Natatalist vol. v. p. 238. 
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which is SO necessary for the stalks of our cereal plants. Of 
lime we shall always have an abundance. Potassium will gene- 
rally be found in serviceable quantities, unless it be carried 
off in firewood or for the purposes of commerce. The decay 
of our present vegetation has, over and above, provided in 
most parts of the country, a considerable amount of carbona- 
ceous substance. The things which we most lack are the nitro- 
genous materials such as salts of ammonia, and the phosphates, 
without a certain proportion of which crops will never thrive. 
These are in least quantities in our soils, and may easily, by a 
series of crops, and light tillage, be worked out, as they have been 
in hundreds of acres in Canada East. It is to the supply of these 
that our farmers must look for the future fertility of their farms. 
If year by year they are taking them out of the soil in the shape 
of cereal crops, and neglect to return them in some other form, 
their children will have to lament, and wonder at, the folly of their 
fathers. 

From the sands and gravels of this Post-Tertiary system, excel- 
lent materials are found ready-made for the construction of good 
roads. 

Some of the days too, especially those which contain the largest 
amount of Potsdam and Calciferous sand, afford good materials 
for brick, and may be obtained in almost every part of the country. 
Many of the clays are no doubt too calcareous to make good brick, 
but there are few localities in which clay may not be found suitable 
for this purpose. 

We have thus gone over the main features of the geological sys- 
tem of which Dundas forms a part. Our survey has led us back 
to periods of time immensely ancient, and to conditions of our 
planet very different from that which it now enjoys. Forms and 
fashions of life have been noted which are long since extinct, but 
which served the purposes of wisdom and goodness for which they 
were created. Each, however humble, had its own place to fill 
and its own work to do, and eaoh contributed its share to the 
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forming and building up of this beautifiil world for the dwel- 
ling place of man. It is besides noteworthy, that however diverse 
in specific forms all these ancient creatures were, from the animals 
which now inhabit the seas, they were yet all formed upon the 
same types as those of our present animal kingdom. They were 
molluscs, articulates, and radiates as our animals are. The same 
mind which planned the one planned also the other. As there 
are no bounds to the resources of the Divine Wisdom, so there 
are, in every stage of the Creator's work, an infinite variety of 
adaptation to new circumstances and for the effecting of further ends. 
Till man was made there appear, from the records of the rocks, to 
have been a constant creation of new forms of life and an extinc- 
tion of preceding species. A few only have been carried up from 
the earliest times to the present; but with the creation of man, 
acts of creation have ceased. We know of some animals and 
plants dying out since the human period but of none that have 
been brought into being. These, and other equally manifest facts 
in Geology, confirm the Biblical account of creation, and are one 
proof, among many others, that the Creator of the world was the 
Revealer of the Word. 

From the earth and its crust let us now for a little pass on to 
the vegetation with which the County of Dundas is covered. 

Of the forest trees which are the most conspicuous features of 
the county, we need not say much. Every farmer who has 
handled the axe and waged war with these aboriginal occupants of 
the soil, knows very well what they are, and what are their pecu- 
liarities and habits. In the primitive forest, which not many gene- 
rations ago covered the County of Dundas, the lordly pines {Fiims 
Strohus) which lifted their heads one hundred feet and more into 
the sky, must have been conspicuous objects of admiration. They 
yielded too a handsome profit to the first settlers, who, eager for 
gain, waged a war of extermination against these giants of the 
bush. The pine is now ahnost a stranger in Dundas, and, unless 
cultivated for ita useful timber, will soon cease to form a feature 
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of the forest. Besides tMs white pine, the red (P. resinoga)^ yel- 
low (P. mitis), and pitch (P. rigidoi) pines are also found, but 
these too on account of the nature and usefulness i»f their wood 
are fast thinning out. A pity it is, that no one will plant these 
noble denizens of the forest, and thus perpetuate a &mily of trees 
than which none have been more serviceable to the early setUers. 
A few straggling Norway pines may be seen on Goose-neck Island 
opposite WiUiamsburgh Church. They have probably been intro- 
duced either by design or accident; they are not, so far as we 
are aware, indigenous to our soil. 

Nearly all the varieties of trees which are common to Upper Can- 
ada may be found in the woods of Dundas, excepting black walnut 
and white wood, {Juglans nigra, and Siriodendron Tulipifera). 
The former only b^ns to appear at Brockville and the Thousand 
Islands, the latter has its limit still further west. Many of the specielB 
of oak, elm, beech, birch, maple, ash, spruce, larch, &c., are common 
to the forest. The balsam fir {Abies balsamea), from which the cele- 
brated Canada balsam is obtained, abounds and clothes the land- 
scape in the winter with its sombre green. The hemlock spruce^ 
(A. Canadensis) J is common everywhere. When young it is one of 
the most graced of trees. In spring it shoots out with great 
beauty its light spreading spray and bright green silvery foliage. 
When old it looks scrubby, its wood is, too, coarse grained and 
poor. It is remarked of it that its peak always droops slightly 
towards the east, and may be taken as an almost infallible guide 
by the lost traveller. 

Tamarack or hackmatack (Larix Americana') ^ is also found in 
the swamps of Dundas. This also is a slender and beautiful tree, 
and its wood is of some value for mechanical and building pur- 
poses. The white cedar or American arbor vitae (Thuja occidenr 
taUs)j is found abundantly in moist places, probably also the red 
cedar, {Juniperus Virginianus), is found in some of the dry and 
rocky parts of the county. Very little oak now remains, and the 
red or rock elm (Ulmusfulva) is scarce. Swamp elm (JT, Ameri- 
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ecmd) is however abundant, and is manufactured into staves. The 
white ash {Fraginus Americana) is also plentiful in the woods, 
and is used to some extent for ships oars. The hickory {Garya 
aJha) so peculiar to this continent, also flourishes in Dundas. It 
is a tall and handsome tree. It is largely manufactured into 
hand spikes ; 20,000 of these in their rough state were shipped 
from Dundas in 1859. 

The maple, {Acer saccharinum) the most beautiful and uaefol 
of American trees, is found in great perfection throughout the 
whole county of Dundas. It covets a good soil, and generally 
occupies the most elevated locations. It is valuable for its sugar- 
yielding properties, but the quantity manufactured is yearly 
decreasing, both from the destruction of the trees, and from the 
fact that the farmers find they can employ their time and labor to 
better purpose. Alex. Golquhoun of Williamsburgh, used to make 
yearly about 4000 lbs., but this quantity is now reduced tft between 
300 and 400 lbs. The finest trees are also rapidly falling a prey to 
the woodman's axe. Large quantities of them are annually cut up 
for fire-wood, much of which is exported to the eafit for consumption. 
BeautiM samples of the variety called birds^eye maple, which 
might be turned to profitable account by the cabinet makers, are 
in this way annually consumed. For manufacturing purposes it is 
not in large demand, although very beautiful and suitable for 
ornamental furniture, it yet does not possess sufficient toughness 
or strength to make it profitable for general use. 

Next to the maple, the beech (^Fagm ferruginea) and the birch 
(Betula alba, amd B. lenta) are the woods of most value, both for 
manufacturing purposes and for firewood. These also are pro- 
duced in our forests. 

Of ornamental trees and shrubs, we have the flowering dog^ 
wood (Comus Florida'), the wild plum (Prunus Americana), and 
cherry (-P. Virginiana), useful in their way, and favorites with 
the boys. The staghom sumach (Rkus typhina) grows plentifully 
and with its bright red flowering spikes, is frequently found in 
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the embrace of the luxuriant fruit bearing grape-vine, ( Vitis So- 
hrusca). The elder (^Sambucua Ocmadensis) and the mountain 
ash, (Fyrus Americana) with their red berries, and the former with 
its fragrant flowers, adorn the skirts of the woods and the banks of 
the rivers and streams. Among the useful shrubs we must not omit 
to mention the well known huckleberry, which is found in Dun- 
das. It affords a pleasant berry, much used and prized for culinary 
purposes, and for winter preserves. They may too be exported 
with profit when gathered by children. It is the Gaylussacia resi- 
nosa of botanists, and is widely spread over the whole northern part 
of the continent. Allied to it is the common but useful cranberry 
( Vaccinium macrocarpum) which abounds in the marshes and might 
be made an article of profitable export. The raspberry also in 
two species, {Ruhus strigom$, R, occidentalis) the common and 
the thimbleberry, grow in cleared places of the bush and by the 
road sides in great luxuriance. The wild strawberry {Fragaria 
vesca) is also gathered in quantities and used as an article of 
food. 

There are, besides these plants, a large number of flowering 
herbs and grasses found adorning the woods and the streams of 
this county. 

The curious pitcher plant (^Sarracenia purjmrasceTis) grows 
in the swamps. The wake-robin {Trillium grandiflorum, T 
erectum, and T, ergthrocarpum,) is a beautiful and abundant 
spring flower, and takes the place of the white lilly of Europe. 
The anemone (^Anenome Virginiana and A Pennsylvanica) blooms 
with great beauty in summer, and is a good substitute for the 
daisy. The crowfoots (Ranunculvs acris and R^fiamula), deck 
the fields with yellow flowers, familiar to old countryfolks. Various 
violas, yellow, white, and streaked with pink, spot the green sward 
with their pretty flowers. The tall bright pink fire weed {Epih- 
Jnum palustre), together with the varieties of bright yellow golden 
rod (Solidago), are conspicuous every where. The pretty fringed 
gentian (Gentiana crinita) with its clusters of pale blue flow- 
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ers, may be found in dxy and retired places ; also the cardinal 
flower (Lobelia cardinalis), with its large spike of brilliant 
scarlet flowers, may be seen in the meadows and swamps. 
The tall Canada mullein (^Verbascum ihapsus), is also a con- 
spicuous but harmless weed ; the most that can be said of it is, 
that it harbours numerous tribes of insects. The milk-weeds 
(^Asclepias), are also found in every neglected field. The Boneset, 
a bitter herb, {Eupatorium perfoUatura), and much used as a 
medicine is found. It is useful as a tonic and expectorant, and is 
beneficial for the cure of colds. It has a head of whitish downy 
flowers, with large pointed leaves clasping the stalk, and may be 
found abundantly in autumn along the skirts of rich woods, or by 
the sides of streams. The Turtle-head or shell-flower (Ghehne 
glabra)^ with its white flowers not unlike the unopened petals of a 
white fox-glove, and very like the head of a snake, grows also in 
moist places. It is a favourite Indian medicine ; being extremely 
bitter it makes an excellent tonic. The beautiful little golden thread 
{Coptis trifolia) may also be found in the month of June, in the 
shady and moist parts of the woods. It has a root of long bright 
yellow fibres, from which it derives its name. It is known by its 
pretty white flowers. The root is exceedingly bitter and is used 
as a medicine for its astringent properties. We shall only further 
name the wild verbena or vervain, (Verbma officinalis), a tall 
slender plant which commonly grows by the road sides and in dry 
barren places. It is from one to three feet in height, and its 
long tapering head is covered with small purplish flowers. We 
mention it specially, as we have been informed by those who have 
practical knowledge of the fact, that it is a sovereign remedy for 
the poison of the poison ivy, (Rhus toxicodendron), which when 
touched is so very injurious to some people. The ox-eye daisy 
(Leucanthemum vulgare) is beginning to appear in the county. 
It is a native of Europe, and has become naturalized in America, 
greatly to the injury of the farmer. It is a most prolific weed. 
Its seeds are l^ion, and its roots are perennial. We warn the 
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farmera of Dundas in time to be on their guard against this perni- 
cious weed. It should be rooted up wherever found and on no 
aocount permitted to seed. Other plants might be mentioned, but 
these are the most prominent with which the woods are adorned. 
But time and space would fail us to tell of the beauties, virtues, and 
vicea, of all the flowering plants with which the forests and river 
banks of Dundas abound. On both land and water there are 
almost countless forms of vegetable life, each differing from the 
other, and all displaying in wonderful pariPection the wisdom and 
goodness of our Father in Heaven who made them all. If the 
few notes which we have given prove of any interest to our 
readers, and lead them to note and examine the plants for them- 
selves, they wiU be abundantly rewarded by the study. The grasses 
alone which with singular beauty wave their graceful forms by 
every stream, and on every meadow, would prove an interesting 
subject of enquiry. Some of these might be found of use in agri- 
culture. They are sufficiently ornamental, and if only they could 
be cultivated with the same advantage aa timothy {Phlewm pra- 
tense), they would be of service to the farmer. We close this 
brief account of the v^etation of Dundas, expressing a hope that 
some farmers will do posterity the service of planting upon a few 
acres of tlieir, for the most part, too large farms, some of our 
finest and most valuable trees. If any one will do this, we are 
sure that their children will bless them, and the generations to 
coone will call them wise. 

Before concluding this chapter, we must give some brief account 
of the indigenous animals as well as the plants which inhabit our 
County of Dundas. We shall, however, only allude to some of 
the most curious and striking. The moose-deer and the beaver, 
whidi once had their abodes in the forest, have long since disap* 
peared. The antlers of the former and the meadows of the latter 
may still be seen, to attest that once they existed here. Within 
the last ten years, individuals of the wolf, tlie bear, the fox, the 
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deer, the raxsoon, and other wild animals, have been killed within 
two miles of the river front. In 1859 a huge American cougar, 
or panther, (^Felis concohr), measuring 8 ft. 4 in. in length, was 
shot at Croil's Island. It was discovered perched high up in a 
t^ee by one of the farmers. Its depredations amounted to some 
twenty or thirty sheep. The skin was stuffed, and is now we 
believe in the Ottawa Museum. The wolverine, the lynx, and the 
wild-cat are reputed inhabitants of the forest, and are said to be 
sometimes seen, but of these we cannot speak with certainty. 
Thecommon red fox ( Vulpesfuluus), the silver-gray ( F. argentatus), 
and the black fox ( F. decassatus), are frequently found about the 
farms and in the woods. The skin of the first is worth one dollar, 
of the second from five to ten, and of the third forty. There are 
also crosses of the different breeds. 

Of the smaller wild animals, the martin {Mustela Americcma), 
the mink (Putorivs vison')^ the muskrat (Fiber zihethicvs)^ the 
skunk (Mephitis chinga)^ &c. &c., are frequently seen. 

The seal is by no means an uncommon visitor, although we may 
well wonder how it surmounts the rapids of the St. Lawrence. 
Scarcely a winter passes without one or more of them being seen. 
During one winter a group of them wintered with us, and were 
frequently observed sporting themselves in the Water, and at times 
lying upon the edge of the ice. One of them was shot and 
brought ashore, and was represented to be littie else than a shape- 
less mass of fat. It weighed about 200 lbs. 

The birds that visit us are the eagle, hawk, crow, owl, whip* 
poor-will, bat, swallow, roWn, lark, tern, gull, snipe, kingfisher, 
blackbird, woodpecker, cuckoo, wild pigeon, goose, duck, lune or 
northern diver, wood duck, snowbird, hummingbird, witili many 
others. Many very large and beautiful specimens of the white 
owl are annually shot and stuffed. 

The fish to be found in the river along our shore are tibe 
maskinonge, pike, pickerel, sahnon, sturgeon, bass, chub, Bitdter, 
perch, eel &o. 
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These fall an easy prey to the angler in a great variety of ways, 
the old fashioned hook and line is nsed for the smaller kinds, mas- 
kinonge and pike are taken by trolling with alive minnow, or with 
a piece of brass in the form of a spoon, which receives a vibrating 
motion from the headway of the boat, and seems to allure the 
hungry fish. But by far the greater number are caught during the 
darkness of the night, by the expert use of the spear, aided by 
the light of a flaming pine-wood torch, kept burning in an iron 
basket in front of the canoe. Nothing can be conceived more 
beautiful than the aspect of the river on a calm summer's night when 
it is thus illuminated by these fishermen, frequently 20 canoes, each 
with a bright light burning in the bow, may be counted at one time. 
The effect is more observable when one is driving on the road on a 
dark night. The approach of one of these " fish lights *' cast a lurid 
glow upon every thing around, as it stealthily passes along the shore, 
and the sooty countenance and eager attitude of the spearman, as 
he wheels suddenly from one side to another, become distinctly visi- 
ble. It sometimes happens that a sturgeon weighing from seventy 
to eighty pounds is taken in this way, and it requires no small 
tact as well as strength to land him in the boat. Large numbers 
of sturgeon are taken at the Longue Sault Island, and are chiefly 
valuable for the " sounds " which are converted into isinglass. Eels 
are numerous from two and a half to three and a half feet in length. 
In winter they resort in " schools," to mud banks, in which they 
bury themselves in unconscious slumber; but even here their 
enemy finds them out, their usual resorts come to be known, a 
hole is cut in the ice, and with a spear twenty feet or more in 
length, the cruel fisherman continues to strike into the mud, until 
he comes upon the sleeping family. Not unfrequently three or 
four hundred will be taken out of one nest. The flesh is esteemed 
good. The skin is used for making ligatures, being remarkably 
tough, and sometimes also is used as a belt around the body, as an 
antidote to lumbago or rheumatism. Lizards and frogs (alias 
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Canadian nightingales) abound. The bull-frog may be heard 
roaring, literally like a bull, at the distance of a mile or more. 

Bears are usually caught in large iron traps, and afterwards 
shot. The wolf in a similar manner. The fox, more wily, is 
not so easily trapped. Frequently he is hunted into a hollow 
lying tree ; the open end being plugged, he is gradually pinned 
up at one end, where a hole is cut with an ax, and reynard, pulled 
out by the brush, receives his death blow by a smart stroke on his 
snout. The deer is hunted by hounds, and invariably makes for 
the nearest river. If he reaches it, he plunges in and swims for 
his dear life with amazing rapidity. Canoes are manned and an 
exciting chase ensues. When he is shot or felled with an oar if the 
venison cannot be transported, the carcase is suspended from the 
nearest tree and flayed, the hunters regale themselves with a steak 
of venison, dressed by the camp-fire, and the hide and horns are 
brought home as a trophy. 

Space will not permit us farther to enlarge on the natural his- 
tory of our county. We have said enough to show that it contains 
much that is both curious and useful. It is to be hoped that ere 
long, under the auspices of our Agricultural Sociiety, accurate 
lists may be obtained o^ the plants and animals which make their 
home in the county, and that some of the rising generation of 
educated young men will undertake this labor of love. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Canadian agriculture — Rotation of cropg — Systems of farming — Dutch, 
Scotch, Irish systems — Breeds of domestic animals — Of renting 
lands — Of the shares system— Of tile draining— Of laborers- 
Implements of husbandry— Ac, &c. 

Agriotdture in Canada, is in a singularly interesting and peca- 
liar position. Unlike the densely peopled r^ons of the old world 
where agriculture has grown up with the growth of ages, it here 
exists in all the stages, which, during the world's wide history it 
has ever assumed. We do not require to move far from home to 
find ourselves cut off &om all traces of civilization : in our own 
county we may travel for miles through the woods, and save the 
rough road on which we travel, may see little to indicate that the 
foot of the white man has ever gone before us. In seeking to 
reach a distant back woods settlement by the shortest route, 
we might find ourselves in the gloomy recesses of a seemingly in- 
terminable forest, and if in the distance we should discover the 
blue curling smoke, ascending among the branches, curiosity would 
lead us, as we neared some newly erected shanty, to pause and admire 
the scene. Emerging from his lowly cabin, might be seen the sturdy 
pioneer stalking forth to begin the labors of the day, all the modern 
appliances of Art and Science are nothing to him, his axe upon 
his shoulder, he feels that he has all he needs. ~ With an eagle eye 
he scans the giant denizens of the forest, and selects the first 
victim that is to fall beneath his blows. He pauses not to enquire 
of the man of science whether he is to cut his timber when the 
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sap is in the branches, or when it is not. He enters into no 
scientific calculation as to the precise angle of obliquity, with 
which he is to guide his axe, but, with a strong arm and a good 
will, he plunges it to the eye at every stroke — the old king of the 
forest trembles on his seat, and with a crash that makes the woods 
ring again, he lies buried in the snow, in the very spot that the 
woodsman had marked out for him ;• another and anothe;* follow, 
and in a few years a large portion of the forest disappears, and a 
wide clearance invites the labors of the practical fanner. But the 
absence of any fixed system, soon sinks the virgin soil, replete 
with the essentials of fertility, below the level of older countries, 
and it requires all the energies of the modem agriculturist, to 
restore and maintain its fertility. 

A judicious system of alternating crops is one of the funda- 
mental principles of good fanning. It is unreasonable to suppose 
that any soil, however fertile, should continuously produce for 
ever any one kind of crop. The medical man opens a vein in the 
human body, and withdraws a portion of that life sustaining fluid 
which animates the mysterious system, and, at proper intervals^ 
he again and again, fearlessly repeats the operation. He believes, 
he knows not how — that nature will reproduce, and replenish the 
arteries with a healthier supply, but were he to omit to staunch 
the ebbing stream of life, who would express surprise^ if his patient, 
gradually enfeebled, should at last sink under the treatment, and 
be beyond the reach of nature's restoring touch. Precisely so is 
it in agriculture, we may abstract a certain portion, more or less 
according to the richness of the soil, and nature will in process of 
time restore the elements of which we have deprived it, but there 
are bounds which we cannot transgress with impunity, and 
doubtless the want of a proper system of rotation of crops, is 
mainly the cause why vast tracts of land in Canada, formerly 
fertile, are now worn out and worthless. 

The system of agriculture pursued in any country, is a sure 
index to the intelligence and prosperity of the farming community. 

N 
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Whftt, it may be asked, is the system of fkcming pursued in 
Canada, or in the County of Dundas ? Without fear of contradic- 
tion, we reply, it is the system of expediency, or in other words, 
to take from the soil all it will yield, and return to it no more 
than necessity compels us. There are many obstacles to the 
practical working in a new country, of the established principles 
carried out in older countries. The want of capital and of skilled 
lab<Nr, and more than all, the long period of the year during which 
agricultural operations are entirely suspended,, owing to the pecu- 
liarities of the climate, account for, and in some measure eyen 
justify, the system of expediency which b every where observable. 
It were absurd to look for any clearly defined system of husbandly 
from the backwoodsman, manfully struggling to subdue the 
mighty forests, at the same time contending with poverty no less 
difficult to be overcome. What more natural than that he should 
take advantage of circumstances just as they oecur, and make the 
most of them. Yet, much of the slovenly and surperficial farming 
of Canada is to be attributed to the facility with which the early 
settler drew from his new clearance, luxuriant crops with a small 
amount of labor. Having made the discovery that a third, fourth, 
and even a fi^ crop of wheat could be raised in succession &om 
a given field, he began to think that this would last for ever, and 
only became convinced of his mistake, when his land became 
literally worn out. 

While the absence of systematic farming is true regarding 
JDundas County as a whole, we have nevertheless a few excellent^ 
^systematic, and as a result, money making &rm^s, whose systems, 
be they good or bad, we shall endeavor to describe, leaving the 
.reader to draw his own C(»iolu8ions. 

The following system is pursued by one of our most estenfflve and 
rfmocessful £urmers, who may be regarded as the type of what is 
KX)mmonly called in Canada, a Dutch farmer. His farm embraces 
.&00 aeres, whereof 300 acres are cleared, and 200 in woods. The 
xwbele is enelMied wiih cedar feiioes, j^roof against ail intruders^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



XS*] A PRACTICAL FABAfEB. 195 

hj whkk means Us cattle have the exclumTe, and nnrestrioted 
privilege of roaming throagh the woods, with all the benefits 
thereto appertaining. 

Of his cleared farm, 120 acres are devoted to pasture, 100 to 
meadow, and 80 to tillage. His stock consists of 20 milch cows, 
six working horses, two brood mares, and sixty sheep. He makes 
from ten to twelve acres of summer fallow each year, to which he 
applies all the manure made upon the farm, and as much more as 
he can procure from the neighboring village of Morrisburgh; 
say from 60 to 60 two horse waggon loads of farm yard manure 
to the imperial acre. The proportion of different grains is regu- 
lated entirely by the adaptation of the different fields entering into 
his rotation. He sows each year a certain portion of fall wheat 
and rye, the former he does not consider a reliable crop, the latter 
seldom fails to yield a large return. He carefully avoids running 
to extremes in any particular branch, and ascribes his success 
mainly to the diversity of his productions, together with general 
economy in management. He employs cheap labor, say, three 
men at $8 per month for the year round, and he keeps a sharp 
look out upon them ; being married men with families, their wages 
are paid chiefly in farm produce. He generally has an apprentice 
or two who work gratuitously, and who on coming of age, receive 
a doucewr of $100, or perhaps a horse, or a couple of cows, as the 
case may be. In hay and harvest time, he employs six of the 
best men that ean be had, at from 75 cents to $1 per day. At 
• these times he conceives it to be important to be strong-handed, 
and always takes time by the forelock. He begins to cut his 
clover hay in the end of June, and when the timothy is ripe, he 
cuts it down in the morning, spreads it out immediately, and puts 
it in the barn before night. He uses a horse rake, but no reaping 
machine, and the greater portion of his grain he thrashes with 
the flail, just as it is required for his cattle. He raises annually 
eight calves, and sells as many head of cattle at three or four yeass 
old. Two coHs ttb four years old, bring him yeaiiy 9100 each. 
He has his own wool made into cloth for hia own wear, lie eatsU^ 
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own mutton, beef, pork, and poultry, and has always someof eadi 
to sell. He has neither Ayrshire eows, nor Clydesdale horsee^ 
but has great faith in both, and will take the first opportunity to 
get into those breeds. He wages a war of extermination against 
wild mustard, thistles, and quack, and very rarely do his erops 
disappoint his expectations. He has in difierent parts of his fann 
eight wells, with chain pumps — ^keeps his troughs always foil of 
water, and supplies his stock of all kinds with abundance of salt 
during summer. All his grain is freely salted as it is stowed away 
in the barn, and the straw is in consequence highly relished bj 
his cattle in winter. His brood mares run all winter on the straw 
yard, and suckle their colts till the first of April, when the colts 
are weaned and cared for. His cattle are fed in winter on straw 
with a Tory little hay, but receive neither roots nor grain, and in 
spring, they never need to be " tailed" 

He carefully provides for the escape of every drop of surface 
water, but does not underdrain his land. Every thing is profit- 
able with him, but hay particularly so, his average return of which 
is 1^ tons per acre, his maximum 2f , and his minimum crop ^ 
ton per acre. He sells largely every year of hay at an average 
price of $10 per 2000 lbs. He states his belief, that the average 
yield of hay from the whole county in 1859 did not exceed ^ a 
ton per acre. Boots are in his opinion too expensive as food for 
cattle, he therefore grows none, and where extra feeding is required, 
he prefers ground grain mixed with bran. His principle is to 
keep no more stock than he has abundance of food for. 

His usual rotation of crops is as follows : — 



On heavy rich land. 

1. Summer fallow, manured. 

2. Wheat. 

3. Corn or Potatoes, no manure. 

4. Barley or Peas. 

5. Oats. 

6. Summer Mow, manured. 

7. Wheat, seeded to grass. 



On lighter soil. 

1. Summer fallow, manured. 

2. Com or Potatoes. 

3. Barley, seeded to grass. 

4. Grass cut, three years. 

5. Pasture, two years. 

6. Peas, followed by fallow. 
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The following treatment of old meadows is found successful in 
his hands. Break them up in the autumn, summer fallow during 
the following season without manure, and seed down in August, 
without a crop. To every ten bushels of Timothy seed sown, he 
adds 120 lbs, of red clover, and sows half a bushdi per acre of 
the mixture. If his cattle cannot consume the after-math, he has 
been in the habit of cutting a second crop of hay. But he is 
BOW of the opinion, that the better plan to secure the permanency 
of meadows, is neither to cut nor depasture the second crop. 
Luxuriant fields of clover are thus left by him, to be cut down 
by the frost, and to be withered and decayed by the action of the 
atmosphere, forming during winter a protection to the roots of the 
plants, and in spring taking the place of a liberal top-dressing. 
In this way meadows never " freeze out,'* they retain the clover 
much better, and will bear cutting much longer. He opines that 
grass seeds as well as grain, are generally sown too thin ; that 
farmers are notoriously too careless in extirpating weeds ; that 
practical farmers work too much, and that gentlemen farmers 
oversee too little. It is a mystery to him to hear intelligent men 
speak of fanning as unprofitable, and the summing up of his 
evidence, leaves no doubt in our minds, that his system f>ay«, 
and this he corroborates, by the following figures. 

In 1830, he went on to a farm of 250 acres, with two horses, 
two cows, and $400 of debt. In 1840, he purchased 250 acres 
adjoining, for which he paid cash down $4,000, Up to 1860, 
he has spent at least $4,000 in cash, for buildings, fences, and 
other improvements. He has cleared during the last 20 years, 
more than $600, per annum, and has now $10,000 out at interest 
of 10 per cent. He values his farm at $14,000 and is quite 
satisfied that it now yields him not less than ten per cent, per 
annum, clear of all expenses, 

A Scotch settler who came to Canada sixteen years ago thus 
relates his experience. 

" I landed in Quebec with my wife and family, and with seven 
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sovereigns in my poeket — found my way to Qlengarry wbere my 
brother- in-law resided, from whom I took a fann to work upon 
shares. He found me in seed, stock, and imjdements. I laid in 
a stock of provisions for the summer, and went to work with a 
good will, and with a cash capital of five shillings currency in my 
pocket. I had an excellent crop. I returned him first l^e seed, 
and then gave him one half of the remaining produce. My share 
gave me provisions for a year and something, to spare. The 
foUowing year I rented a small farm at £20 a year, where I 
remained three years with moderate success, at the end of that 
time I had provided myself with stock and implements. I next 
rented the farm which I now occupy, along with the adjoining 
one, at £33 per annum. At the end of three years it was offered 
for sale, I had no money to pay for it, but I judged that the land 
was good for the money. The boys were growing up to be men, I 
said to them that if they were industrious, we could pay for it ; • 
they said they would do their best. I bought it for £300, to be 
paid in 6 annual instalments of £50 each, with interest till paid 
for, and had a year to make the first payment. Forty acres had 
been cleared but were in a rough state. We all set to work to clear 
up.and improve the land ; we stinted ourselves to six acres every 
year, and now at the end of 10 years my whole farm is cleared 
and paid for. When first we came into the bush, the roads were 
all but impassable, now we have an excellent gravel road passing 
the door and extending all the way to the St. Lawrence. My 
farm is worth to day in cash £1000, and I am out of debt. The 
older boys have left home and are doing well for themselves, the 
two youngest are with me, and work the farm, we manage eveiy 
thing '^ within ourselves '' and employ no hired labor. My farm is 
the best 100 acre lot I know of, and every a<^e is available. I 
have never underdrained any of my land, it would be much bene- 
fited by it, but labor is too dear to attempt it. 28 acres among 
the stumps are devoted to pasture, the remaining 72 are fenced off 
in 12 fields of six acres a-piece. I adhere to a r^ular course of 
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cropping and I attribate much of my success to my system of 
rotation. Hitherto my crops of grain have been excellent. I 
sow yearly 24 bushels of wheat upon 12 acres, and my average 
return has been 240 bushels. Of oats, I sow 12 acres, with three 
bushels per acre, which average me 30 bushels per acre. Of 
barley 12 acres, which I sow at the rate of 2 J bushels per acre. 
My returns vary from 35 to 50 bushels per acre. I sow three acres 
of peas, three bushels seed per acre, average 20 to 25 bushels per 
acre. Of com and potatoes I plant 6 acres. The remaining 24 
are in grass. 

The following is my rotation of crops : — 

Ist. 6 ac. Oats ploughed from sod. 

2nd. 6 " Wheat, with a half dressing of manure ploughed fall 

and spring. 
3rd. 6 " Barley, sowed after the wheat with one ploughing. 
4th. 6 " Oats, sowed in early spring, upon the fall ftirrow. 
5th. 6 " Peas, land ploughed in fall, harrowed in spring, and the 

seed plougTied in. 
6th. 6 *' Potatoes and corn, land fully manured in the fall. 
7th. 6 " Wheat, sowed in spring upon fall furrow. 
8th. 6 " Barley, half dunged and seeded to grass. 
9th. 24 " Grass, cut three years and pastured one. 

The whole of the hay and straw, oats, peas, corn, and potatoes, 
are consumed on the premises, which secures me a large pile of 
manure, my wheat straw is all used for bedding, and I am thus 
enabled to manure 12 acres each year. I keep ten cows, four 
horses and a few sheep, I sell yearly about 140 bushels wheat, 
360 of barley, and $100 worth of pork. My expenses are merely 
nominal. 

In summer time, we live upon bacon, beef, and pork hams, 
nicely cured and smoked, and fried with eggs, supplemented with 
cheese, bread, and butter, all home made, and of the best. In 
October, we kill a beast. The blacksmith takes a quarter, the shoe- 
maker another, the tailor or the carpenter a third, and ourselves 
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the r^naining one. In Deoember, we kill a second, cut it up, 
freeze it, and pack it away in barrels with straw, where it will 
keep till the first of April. The hides go to the tanner, who takes 
one half of each, and gives me the other when tanned ; the shoe- 
maker comes to the house once a year and makes out of it boots 
and shoes for young and old. The tallow is rendered and made 
into candles, and all the refuse scraps at ^^ killing time '^ are boiled 
up with lye, and conyerted into barrels of soap. And then the 
women folk spin the wool and weave the stockings, sew the quilts 
and counterpanes, and make the featherbeds, so that come what 
may, we are always sure of a living. When a son or daughter is 
to be married, I sell a span of horses and a cow or two, give 
them a decent outfit and am none the poorer, as there are always 
young ones coming on to take their places." 

Truth is ofbtimes stranger than fiction. The following is no 
fancy sketch, but a truthful picture of life in the backwoods, 
exhibiting the chequered experience of many an emigrant from 
the Emerald Isle. An intelligent Irishman thus relates the stoiy 
of his life in Canada. 

'^ Two and twenty years ago, I emigrated from Ireland, and 
found my way to the township of Mountain, in the County of 
Dundas, where I took possession of one hundred acres of land^ 
for which I promised to pay $200, in five annual instalments. 
The lot was partially cleared, the soil was good, and, being new, I 
raised excellent crops during the first three years. Elated with 
my success, I became careless and extravagant. I scarcely knew 
how my money came, I could not tell how it went, and to tell the 
truth, I did not much care. I was, in short, a prodigal, and ere 
long found myself over head and ears in debt. Although poor, I 
was honest, and gave up my farm to satisfy my creditors, but even 
after having done this, there remained $1200 of debt, which I 
had no means of paying. I was now houseless and homeless, 
with a large family of little children, depending upon me for food 
and raiment. I was fairly brought to my wit's end, and, review- 
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ing my past life, I resolved to be prodigal no more. I sought 
out a lot of Crown land, and squatted upon it ; it is the same 
lot I now occupy. The soil was naturally poor, much inferior 
to the one I had left ; there was not a tree cut upon it. I cleared 
a small spot to build upon. My neighbors lived in shanties ; I 
was ambitious, I made a '^ hee,^^ and built me a log-house 18x24, 
with a chamber overhead, and cellar beneath. It was surrounded 
by great trees, whose branches over shadowed it, and completely 
excluded the rays of the sun : it was l^e best building in all the 
settlement, it is the one I still live in, and it is now the worst, 
but I have bricks, and boards, and timber on hand, and will build 
another next spring, if I am spared till then. 

I set to work to clear up a portion of the land. My boys and 
girls turned out, and assisted me to roll up the log heaps, and 
prepare for a " burn." There was neither church nor school for ten 
miles around, and I never thought to see any in my day, but I 
was determined that my children should learn at least as much as 
I could teach them. Mornings and evenings I acted as school- 
master, and during the day, set the older to teach the younger 
ones. When the boys went with me to the woods, we took a slate 
with us, and when wearied with work, sat down upon a log heap 
and worked out a few sums. I was always good at figures, my 
neighbors soon discovered this, they pitied my poverty, saw that 
I was industrious, and tried to encourage me. I was appointed 
assessor for the township, which helped me along. By and by 
the municipal councils, were established ; I was found to be useful, 
and for my services obtained sometimes as much as £40, or £50 
a year. Three of my daughters became school teachers, and 
brought home their earnings, which kept us comfortably while we 
were clearing the land. I have seen hard times in my day. Seven 
years ago, the partner of my joys and sorrows was suddenly taken 
away from me, and I was left a disconsolate widower, with nine 
motherless children. Poor things, they have been good children to 
me, and as you see, do all they can to make me comfortable : but 
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dh I what is home withimt a motker ? I have jmiied the Metho- 
dist Church ; their missionaries found us out, or eyer there wafl a 
voad to our house, and now we hare a nice church, and r^uhup 
serriee every sabhath day, within a mile of our own door. 

I haye long since paid off that $1200 of debt, and besides the 
farm I liye on, haye bought and paid for seyen hundred acres of 
land adjoining, which I purchased from the Crown, for fiye E^illings 
per acre. These lots are worthless for agricultural purposes, being 
all swamp land, but contain a mine of wealth in the pine trees 
which grow upon them. I get out about 1000 standard saw logs 
eyery winter, which I sell for as many dollars, it costs me $250 
for hired labor, leaving us $750 for our own time. 

We grow enough grain on the farm to furnish us wilh all the 
necessaries of life. We have every thing we want, and are content. 
I never thought of following any system of cropping, and am too 
old to begin now. I never bother myself about Agricultural 
Societies or premiums, but the boys are " concaity " and will go into 
dSa these improvements by and by.'* 

Dairy farming is not extensively practised in the County of 
Dundas. We have biit one farmer who devotes exclusive attention 
to this branch of agriculture. His farm extends to 300 acres 
cleared, of which 150 acres are pasture, 50 acres meadow, and 
loo acres tillage. He pays an annual rental of $450, or $1.50 
per acre, keeps fiftynsix cows, which he values at S35 pei* head, 
makes annually 230 cheeses, averaging 601b. each, which he sells 
for ten cents per pound, raises 13 calves, and fattens six pigs, both 
chiefly fed upon whey, and disposes yearly of as many old cowSj 
as he can replace with young ones. He keeps six head of hoi'seS 
and ten sheep. His average cut of hay is one ton per acre, and 
he usually grows enough of hay and straw to feed his cattle during 
winter. His cows are stabled at night without bedding : after 
harvest they are fed daily some oats in the straw, up to the 1st 
December, when they are all put dry. He feeds his cows in spring 
with bran, but neither roots nor grain. He keeps in summer two 
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hired men, and one female '^ help.'' Certain eyidenoe as to whether 
this system pa7/8j or not, is awanting. 

Very little attention haa as yet been given to what is called the 
improved breeds of cattle, more or less, there has existed a |»^ 
judioe against them in this county. It is difficult to give the 
objections to their introduction a tangible form. The prevailing 
idea seems to be, that they consume too much food in winter, in 
other words, we are disappointed to find that they cannot endure 
the same amount of starvation as the natives. Jesse W. 
Bose, was, many years ago, the first to introduce the Durham and 
Ayrshire breeds of cattle, but on leaving the county his stock 
became scattered, and being in most cases subjected to doubtful 
treatment, they were pronounced inferior to the natives. A few 
however fell into good hands, were well cared for, and presented 
in themselves the best refutation of the erroneous ideas hdd res- 
pecting the breed. 

Mr. Elliot of Matilda has some good stock and keeps them well, 
we have pleasure in submitting the result of his observation and 
experience in this matter. 

He conceives the most de^rable breed of cattle for this county, 
to be a cross between Durham and Ayrshire, and the next best to 
that, Durham crossed with the native cattle. With nothing more 
than fair treatment, they thrive with him equally well with the 
native breeds, far excel them as milkers, and when fat, readily 
bring double the price as beef. He finds the yield of milk from 
a half Durham, one-fourth Ayrshire, one-fourth native cow, to be 25 
quarts per day for three months after calving. A steer 18 months 
old, was killed in December, 1859, which at no time had been 
stall-fed, and had during summer only the run of the common 
pasture, r€fndered scanty by an exceedingly dry season, yet, the 
four quarters weighed 500 lbs, worth at the time 4 cents per lb*, 
the hide and tallow 1004bs. more, at 8 cents, thus realizing $2B 
for a yearling steer. With similar treatment, a native at l^e 
same age, would be esteemed dear at half the money. He does 
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not believe in wHat is called '' liigli feeding," but takes particular care 
of his calves, by giving them plenty of such good homely fare as 
every farmer can command, a warm stable in cold weather, and a 
comfortable bed to lie upon. The first year, he says, forms the 
character of the beast. With ordinary attention he has no trouble 
in raising Durham and Ayrshire cattle. He believes that as 
much money will be made out of one animal of this kind, as from 
two natives similarly fed, to say nothing of the pleasure of seeing 
handsome and well-favored kine about his premises. The im* 
pression upon his mind is, that the cattle of Dundas County are, 
as a general rule, well summered, and very badly wintered. 

There is great room for improvement in the breed of horses, 
this class of stock is fast deteriorating in size and symmetry. 
There is not at the present time a good entire horse in the county. 
As with cattle, so with horses, a strong, unfounded prejudice has 
hitherto existed against heavy horses. An imported Clydesdale, 
a valuable, and excellent specimen of the breed, was introduced 
some years ago, but he was r^arded'as an innovation, and as he 
was not appreciated he was withdrawn ; the scanty stock, how- 
ever, which he left in the county, are now the very best horses 
we have, and can scarcely be bought for love or money. 

The much talked of horse of all work is a manifest popular 
delusion. The fast man must still drive his fast horse, the work- 
ing man his working horse. When a heavy load is to be started 
from an " ugly" place, the 2.40 animal will not do. The horse of 
all work is well adapted for a light harrow, or for " tickling the 
surface " with a light plough, but to plough heavy land with a 
good deep furrow, we want heavier metal. 

Our object in raising horses is two-fold, — ^for our own use, and 
for sale. For our use we want horses that are active, moderately 
heavy, of quiet dispositions, easily kept in good condition, and above 
all, that are true to work. These qualities are rarely combined in 
the fast horse, but are invariably found in the half-bred Clyde. 
If we raise them to sell, the first question that the American 
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buyer asks when a horse is offered for sale, is, what does he weigh ? 
Many people ridicule the idea of selling horses by weight, never- 
theless it is customary, and appears to have at least as much 
reason in support of the practice, as the modem mania for weigh- 
ing babies of a day old, which are pronounced " likely " or otherwise 
according as they fall short of, or over-run ten pounds avoirdupois. 
It is certainly not more ridiculous to take into account the 
amount of weight that a draught horse can throw into the collar, 
than to estimate the seconds in which he can travel a mile. 
Besides, not one horse in a thousand, attains a speed that will en- 
sure his sale at a fancy price, the nine hundred and ninety-nine 
which are bred with that view, are unfitted for working profitably 
on the farm, and are unsaleable except at a very low price. 

Much improvement has of late years been manifested in regard 
to sheep. The most desirable breed for the county, is thought to 
be a cross between the Leicester and Cheviot, combining the 
properties of superior mutton, heavy fleeces of moderately fine 
wool, with a healthy constitution. The native breed is more 
easily imagined than described. They have not a good point that 
we can lay hold of, — crooked necks, long legs, and light fleeces ; — 
restless and roving in their disposition, they will bound over the 
highest fences ; from this cause the ringleaders of every flock re- 
quire to be " shackled," or to have a bell strapped around their 
necks. Sometimes they may be seen with a " poke," three feet in 
length, jutting out in front of them, at other times with a heavy 
block of wood fastened to their ancles. This is humane treat- 
ment, however, in comparison with that of the French farmers 
of Kakouna, who deliberately cut off the hoofs of their sheep to 
the quick, ai^d leave ihem to hobble in agony on their knees. 

We are more happy in pigs than in sheep. The small Berk- 
shire breed, weighing when dressed, about 300 lbs., prevails, and 
is the nepltbs ultra of pork. This breed is more easily fed, comes 
sooner to maturity than any other, and when placed upon the 
table is unsurpassed. >. 
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The average annoal rental of fair farms in ihQ o(mntj, may be 
gtated to be $1.50 per acre, including pasture, meadow, and 
tillage. Farms are frequently let from year to year, and seldom 
ibr a lease of more tiian five years. To some extent this betokens 
a mutual distrust between landlord and tenant, and is a barrier 
to the permanent improvement of lands so let. As the great 
majority of owe farmers are their own landlords, it is unnecessary 
here to refer to the numerous disadvantages to the landlord, the 
tenant, and the soil, induced by the shcHrt sighted policy of grant- 
ing short leases. 

A different method of letting land, has during the last few 
years become somewhat prevalent, that is the shares system, which 
is carried out in three ways. Firstly. The tenant finds all his 
own implements, stock, and seed, performs all the work of the 
farm, and yields the landlord one-third share of the gross produce 
of the land, including hay and straw. Secondly. The tenant 
finds his own implements and stock, and one-half €£ the seed sown 
each year, and yields to the landlord one-half share of the gross 
produce. In this case the landlord usually bears half Ihe expense 
of threshing all the grain. Thirdly. The landlord finds all the 
implements, working horses, and seed, and receives two-thirds of 
tbe gross produce. The second method is most commonly adopted, 
and is not unfirequently the dernier resort of what Mr. Hogan 
desoribes as the " would-be gentlemen farmer." The following 
case is in point. 

A fiarmer whom we shall style number five, purchased a fanaa of 
500 aeores, whereof 250 were cleared. During ten years he prose- 
outed his ealling with energy and assiduity : he procured the be^ 
stock within his reach, the best implements to hfd had in the 
country, employed the best laborers at the highest wages, and 
^ected buildings in every respect complete and convenient for 
conducting farm operations to advantage. At ihe end of ten 
years there waa but one trifling desidexatuiQ, he eould'nt exUbit 
a balance sheet, in other words, it did'nt pc^ I In tibis reqpeot 
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aloae, lie resembled the immortal MeeHi of Tiptree Hall, at the end 
of his ten years probation, with this difierence, however, that he failed 
in securing for himself a name. Discouraged but not in despair, 
his farm was subdivided, and is now in the hands of several 
tenants, who work it under the shares system, paying as rental 
one half of the produce. The following rotation of crops is 
observed. 

1st. Summer fallow or hoed crops, manured. 2nd. Wbeat or 
barley, seeded with 1 peck timothy and 5 lbs. clover, per acre. 
3rd. Meadow cut three years, plaster sown 2nd and 3rd years, 
4th. Oats or peas, followed by green crop, manured. 

Of 250 acres, 56 were rented for $75, or $1.35 per acre ; 194 
acrefi were rented on shares, and yielded $4.90 per acre. In 1859, 
hay averaged 1 ton per acre, valued at $14. Wheat 15 busheis 
per acre, at $1.10 per bushel. Oats 35 bushels per acre, at 35 
cents. Buckwheat 29 bushds per acre, at 40 cents. 

Each tenant is found with a dwelling house, bam accommodar 
tion, and a garden of one acre. The landlord retains one half of 
the pasture, and keeps his own stock in summ^ and winter, the 
manure being divided amongst the tenants. His farm yielded 
him in 1859 as Mows :— 

One half of produce from 194 acres let on shares, $940 04 

Eents from other portions of the farm, houses let, &c.,.. 130 00 

Live stock, wool, &c., sold, 296 00 

This sum credited as rental for mansion house and 

grounds, , 365 00 

Total receipts, 1731 04 

Less expenditure for seed and plaster, 130 80 

Net revenue...... 1600 24 

Cash value of his farm say $16,000. Interest received, 10 per 
^esit. per annum, or deducting the item of $365, (H'edited as re&t, 
a net interest of 8 per cent, on the value of his farm. He notes. 
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that the above figures include 20 tons of hay at $14 : this is 50 
per cent, above the usual price, but it was a season of unusually 
light crops, and he considers the aggr^te return of that year as 
about a fair average. 

Under-draining is much needed in the county and but little 
practised. Like many other improvements it only wants a begin- 
ning. Were a few of our enterprising farmers to test for them- 
selves the advantages arising from thorough under-draining, despite 
of many difficulties in carrying it out, it might soon become gen- 
eral. It is but 25 years since the system became general in 
Britain, and already nearly all the arable land there, has been 
thoroughly drained, while immense tracts of moor, and other wild 
lands have been brought into the highest state of cultivation, 
which, but for the tile drain must have remained unproductive. 
British husbandry is based upon this system of drainage, without 
it, the system of " high farming," which has resulted in such a won- 
derful increase in the products of the field, could not have been 
carried on. 

There can be no doubt that under-draining is as needful in 
Canada as in Britain, and the experience of those who have tried 
it, goes to show that it will pay, if judiciously done. The amount 
of capital required, and the peculiar circumstances of a new coun- 
try, may retard for a time its general introduction, but in the 
mean time every farmer should test the matter for himself, by 
operating upon a small field, and carefully noting the results. 
The proper depth of drains, the width between them, as well as 
ihe general plan of drainage, are important considerations, and 
can only be fully learned by experience and observation. Proper 
tools also are required for cutting the drains, and considerable 
dexterity in using them, which is only acquired by practice. 

The following hints may be of service to a beginner. 

Be sure of a good outlet, and that the mouth of the drain be at 
least six inches dear of the bottom of the open ditch into which it 
empties. 
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The drain Bkould be cut not wider than is necessary for a man 
to work in, and should taper to a width of four inehet at the 
bottom : this is readily done by using the proper todb, afid mudi 
time and expense are saved in excavating as well as in r^ladag 
the Soil thrown out. 

No tile drain should be le«3 than three feet in depth, dbe tibe 
frost will displace and otherwise destroy the tiles, and the whole 
labor will thus be lost. A good descent throughout the whole 
length of the drain is indispensable, as the slightest defleotio& is 
sure to be filled up with sediment. Where the land is flat, ibe 
entire length of the drain should be laid open, and the level det^- 
mined by the water in the drain before a tile is laid. If there 
should be no water in the drain at that particular time, it wiU be 
safer to draw a barrel of water for this purpose than to trust 
either to the eye, or the spirit level. 

In all cases a covering of wheat straw, chips, or shavings flhould 
be placed over Ihe tiles, before MHng in the earth. Four feet 
in depth is bett^ than three feet, if sufficient level can h& xh- 
tained. 

The distance between draiits depends upon the naiiu^ <^ ike 
8oil,^and the depth of the drains. At the depth of three feeAy 
drains may be placed in ordinary soils 20 feet apart : at four feet 
in depth they may be from 30 to 40 feet apart. 20 feet would 
give 130 rods to an aero, requiring about 2000 tiles of 13 incto 
each. The expense of digging, laying tiles, and filling in, at a 
depth of three feet, is about 12^ cents per rod, at 4 feet deep 18 
to 20 cents per rod. The entire cost of tile draining one JM»e 
varies according to circumstances, price of tiles, &c., from 1|2§ to 
940 per acre : this is a large sum in proportion to the fiominM 
value of the land in Canada, yet, where the soil is naturally good, 
and the subsequent management good, it may be done profitalbly. 

The exorbitant price of tiles has hitherto been a serioufi draw- 
back to ihe introduction of draining ; the facilities for making 
them are now however soch that this will ere long cease to li»e «ii 
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objection. Mr. Oibbs of Torkville^ in U. C. advertizes 1| inch 
tiles, for $4^ per thoosand; 2 inch, for $5.00; 3 inch for 110.00, 
&o,, each tile 13 inches long. Such prices most ccnnmand a 
ready sale in that neighborhood. As a machine lor making drain 
tiles can be had for $300, there is no reason why they eould not 
be made as cheap ebwhere, if required. . Tile draining is the best, 
and in the long ran perhaps the cheapest method of undernilrain- 
log, but it is not the only method. Where tiles cannot be had at 
a reasonable prioe, numerous substitutes may be used adyanta- 
geously. Where small stones abound on the surface, they may 
take the places of tiles* Great care however is requisite in making 
stone drains from their tendency to " choke up :" it is necessivy 
that they should be covered with three feet of earth, this requires 
a deep, wide, and consequently an expensive drain to receive the 
materials. Narrow strips of hemlock boards nailed together in 
triangular shape, answer very well, so long as they last; but 
.the best substitute for tiles, is common cedar rails ; three or four 
of these laid in the bottom, blinded well with cedar bark or chips, 
make an excellent drain, and very durable, although the expense 
ifl little less than that of tiles, it has this advantage, than every 
fanner can find the materials on his own &nn, without paying 
out the money. 

Perhaps the greatest errors in the Canadian system of husban- 
dry consist in attempting to cultivate more land than our capital 
enables us to do thoroughly, and in keeping more stock than we 
can keep well. Were less attention manifested to increasing the 
extent of our farms, and more to the proper cultivation of what we 
already have, we should not only secure a vastly increased reve- 
nue from our &rms, but we should do this a great deal more 
easily to ourselves, and at a much lower expenditure in proportion 
to the produce raised. By keeping too much stock, the straw 
upon the farm is nearly all eaten up, instead of being converted 
into manure, and there being in country parts, no Jollities fbr 
purchasing manure, it becomes impossible to keep the land in a pro- 
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ddcilTe state. To remedy this, root crops sliotdd be more gene- 
rally cultivated. An acre of land' will produce 1000 bushels of 
mangle-wurtzel, or of carrots, at much less cost of labor, than is 
required to grow 50 bushels of com. A small quantity of these 
roots fed daily to cattle, sheep and horses, is productive of great 
benefit. There is also great room for improvement in the breeds 
of cattle and horses in the Oounty of Dundas and in adjoining 
counties. We are decidedly behind Western Oanada in tbecie 
particulars. As regards our breed of horses, we are at a low ebb, 
and the sooner we improve in this respect, the better it will be 
for us. $15,000 worth of the best horses were sold in 1859. : At 
that rate we shall soon having notMng left but the dr^. 

Of laborsrs. — The greater part of the labor of the farm in 
Canada, is performed by the farmer himself, his sons and his 
daughters : the former managing all the out of door operations, 
and the latter, the dairy and domestic departments. Herein lies 
the secret of the farmer's success. Whatever qualifications^ a 
farmer should have, mental or physical, all are agreed upon this 
point, that a pood vri/eiB indispensable. What it is the aim of 
the husband to accumuhte, it becomes the province of the vnie to 
manage, and wherever we hear of a managing wife, we are sure to 
find a money-making farmer. 

The average sise of Canadian farms is 100 acres each, with 
from 50 to 60 acres deared, two thirds of which may be in pasture 
and meadow, the remainder in tillage. The demand for labor is 
therefore limited, and the supply is generally equal to the demand. 
In 1852 there were in the county, 1258 laborers, 53 male, and 
74 femsle servants. At the same time there were 1570 fiumers. 
One half at least of the female servants are employed by others 
ihan fimners, so that not more than 37 fiumers' wives required 
iiired ^' help " during that year. 

The usual rate of wages for bborers is from $12 to $14 per 
month for the summer; $10 to $12 for the year round; $7 to 
$10 for the winter. Daily laborers in summer receive from 50 
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cents to tl, in winter 60 cents, and expat cradlers eaam $1.25 
per day — all boarded. Labor^s are chiefly imm%rants— Irisliy 
German, and a few Scotdi ; they seldom continue at service longer 
tban four years, and if during that time they are industrious and 
economical, they will ha^e laid by enough to stock a small farm ; 
remaining as tenants for a few years, they meantime look for a 
desirable bash lot that they may eall their own. So soon as a 
suitable one turns up, and tliey can muster $100 as a first pay^ 
Bient, the transition from tenant to lazidlord takes place, ihe log 
shanty is erected, and the labors of the early settler are re^nacted, 
vnth this material difference, that the modem backwoodsman is 
surrounded with tokens of dTilization, in roads, markets, and 
mills, which far mare than compensate for the difference betwixt 
paying now, $1000 for bis farm, and receiving it as a gift £rom 
Hbe crown, seveniy^five years ago. 

The agricultural impl^nents of the county are keeping pace 
"with other improv^nents. The first portable threshing machine 
was introduced twenty-five years ago : it was one of the American 
eight horse-power threshers, without any separator wkateyer : ike 
whole power was expended in turning the cylinder, of two feet 
'diameter, at an enormous velocity of 1500 revdutions in a minute, 
(the maximum speed of the drum of the best Britbh mills, is 
^00.) It literally devoiued the sheaves, required ten to twdve 
(han^ to attend it, and left ike bam in a state of great coni^ision. 
If kept on full speed for ten hoars, it would thresh 500 bushels of 
twheat, or twice that quantity oi oats. Soon after, this was 
^superseded by one of much humbler pretensions, driven by the 
revolving platform hoxse-power — ^A ITankee notion. About 1840, 
tihe first treacUmill, as it was called, was introduced, and thereby 
liangs a tale. It surprised the natives wonderfiiUy, it was worked 
by one horse, and the first experiment was the last f<Mr a time. 
The difficulty of getting a horse to place himself in such a ridicu- 
louB position, as that of a taread-mill, was a finrmidable one, it was 
ihowever accomplished, and he was firmly secured in his narrow 
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and elevated stall. The drag was removed from tlie wheel ; at the 
first revolution off came the belt, and away went the horse. The 
by-standers fled in consternation to the remotest corner of the 
barn, while the astonished horse increased his velocity with every 
stride. John Gilpin's speed was nothing to his. The rattling 
and din of the machinery revolving under his feet, terrified him 
to madness, and at the same time prevented the by-standers from 
suggesting any feasible remedy fbr the case, with desperate plunges 
the horse essayed to keep his feet, but it was evident that this 
could not last for ever. The straps that secured him to the infemid 
machine gave way, and with a whirrl that filled the beholders with 
dismay, he was violently discharged upon the floor, whence, with a 
couple of summersaults, and effecting a breach through the bam 
door, he eventually landed, hors du combat in the yard. The 
' neighbors alarmed by the noise, hastened to the scene, and assisted 
in saving the pieces. The horse regained his equilibrium, but 
was never caught on a treadmill again. 

In 1859 there were ten reaping machines, and 200 threshing 
machines in the county, the latter, chiefly of Paige's and Johnston's 
make, Montreal. Cash price delivered here $200. They are very 
compact, durable, and effective mills, with separator and fanning 
mill combined, and will thresh and clean, from 60 to 100 bushels 
of wheat, and from 150 to 250 bushels of oats per day. 

Circular saws mounted on a frame ready for work, and costing 
$40 each, are much used ; they are driven by the same horse 
power, at a lower elevation, and will cut 30 cords easily in a day 
with 4 or 5 men to assist. 

Of ploughs we have an endless variety, economy in weight and 
price seems to be the chief aim of the makers, and in this they 
have succeeded tolerably well, but there is much room for improve- 
ment as to shape, none of the country-made ploughs can turn a 
furrow so well as the Scotch plough, and of this description there 
are not over a dozen in the county. 

The 40 tooth diamond Scotch harrow, covering nine feet, i& 
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fast superseding all others on cleared land. No grabbers are used 
in the county, and subsoil ploughs very rarely. Cultivators used 
between drills of corn and potatoes, are commonly used, and 
recently, a larger size of this implement, covering 5 feet, and 
working to a depth of 8 inches, has been introduced, and worked 
to good advantage upon summer fallow. 

Turnips, carrots and mangolds, are sown by hand, we have no 
machines for drilling in grain, nor broadcast sowing machines, 
the latter would be a valuable acquisition. Wooden rollers are 
used to some extent, but they are very perishable, and cast iron 
ones too dear. Two horse lumber waggons costing $70 each, are 
used to transport all the commodities of the farm. Carts are not 
much used, they are made with wooden axle trees from $20 and 
upwards, the price of a good lumber sleigh with box oomplete is 
$24. Excellent fanning mills are made at Morrisburgh, * by 
McKenzie, at the price of $24 each, and are largely exported to 
adjacent counties. These embrace the principal implements at 
present in use, they are all manufactured in Canada, and with the 
exception of a broad-cast sowing machine, no others are at present 
required. 
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Social aspett— Charactep of inhabitants — Territorial divisions— Muni- 
cipal and legal institutions — Judge Jarvis — Educational statistics 
—Benevolent and literary societies — Agricultural societies. 

The late Sheridan Hogan, M. P. P., whose sudden di8a.ppear- 
ance, shrouded in the darkest mystery for eighteen months, has 
recently been accounted for by undoubted proof that he had 
been foully murdered, was the author of an admirable prize 
essay upon Canada, written in 1855 for the Canadian " Paris 
Exhibition Committee,^' in which he thus graphically alludes to the 
habits of the farmers of Upper Canada. " The farmer of Upper 
Canada has plenty and he enjoys it, and a large proportion of the 
people sit at the same table with their servants and laborers. As 
a general rule, the gentleman farmer, t)r rather the gentleman who 
would not he a farmer, because he would not learn the value of 
labor, nor bow to direct it when he employed it, has lamentably 
failed. The gentleman, however, who is willing to strip off his 
coat, and as the Yankee quaintly observes, to march forward to 
the music of his own axe, may be certain of plenty, and of leaving 
his children well ofT.^^ Akin to this was the remark of a some- 
what purse-proud Scotchman, who had risen from being a plough- 
man to a position of affluence. His commiseration was asked for an 
individual who was represented to be of ^'gentle hirthj' " na, na," 
said he, " there's nae gentlemen in Canada," and we believe there 
was full as much truth as poetry in the assertion, whilst the sen- 
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timent of Borns^ at onoe poetic and true, finds an echo in the 
minds of most of our farmers. 

" What tho' on hamely fare we dine, 
Wear hodden gray, and a' that, 
Gie fools their silks, and knaves their wine, 
A man^s a man for a' that." 

"Were we to relate our own experience in the matter, we should 
doubtless arrive at a conclusion somewhat similar. Th^e is found 
to exist in Canada a mutual dependence, or identity of interest 
between master and servant, which completely removes the dis- 
tinctiotts subsisting in older eountjries between these relations. 
The result is, that the farmer who is willing to place his servants 
upon terms of equality with himself, is never at a loss for help, 
and his work is well and cheerfully performed ; while on the other 
hand, those coming from the old country, and who feel disposed 
to stand upon their dignity, more or less experience great diffi- 
culty in meeting with suitable servants, and still greater difficulty 
in retaining their services. The annoyance to such persons from 
this cause is sometimes very great. Thus, a female help newly 
arrived one day, frequently disappears the next, »mply because 
she was aaked to sleep in an attic, or had not pickles, pies, and 
preserves^ served for her tea, or perhaps was not invited to spend 
the evening in the drawing room. Another because ikie wa| not 
allowed to sit with the family^ or a third because she was expected 
to milk cows, draw water from the well, or carry an armful of 
wood to the cooking stove. In like manner a help of the mascu- 
line gender, has before now bid us good morning, because he was 
asked to clean out a pig stye, or to dig a post hde, or a ditch. 
We confess, however, that " helps" of this kind are the exception. 
Upon the whole, we may oongratulatd ourselves that even in this 
respect we might go further and fare worse. The philosophical 
view of this blending of classes is, that it b^ts a friendly and 
harmonious feeling among all ranks of a community. To a cer- 
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tain extent it has this effect, for in Canada, honesty, industry, and 
intelligence, never fail to be recognized, in whatev^ station the man 
is found. Not unfrequently those who are learned in literature and 
law, have to chew the bitter cud of disappointment, and in aspir- 
ing to positions of elective distinction, have to succumb to the* 
practical farmer, or the industrious mechanic, whose aoe(Hnplish- 
ments are summed up in the one comprehensive term, " plain 
6(Mnmon sense.'' 

As a class our farmers are industrious, — ^perseverii^ rather than 
enterprizing~r«low to compromise themselres byword or deed, but 
honest in their transactions. The faculty of accumulating pro- 
perty is fully developed. Seldom flush of money, they are yeariy 
surrounding themselves with all the necessaries and most of the 
comforts of life. The home-spun hodden-gray, manufactured in 
whole or in part by the farmer*s family, forms his daily dress, 
while the finer fabrics of Scotch Tweeds and English broadcloths, 
supply him with a suit for Sundays. The wives and daughters 
of our fariQcrs, are neat and tidy in their persons, industrious and 
frugal in their habits, and not slow to lend a hand when hdp is 
needed in the barn or in the field ; but when attired for ^' mee^,^' 
even Broadway itself, does not present a more elaborate display of 
hoop and crindine, with all the fashionable embellishments of the 
day. 

If our farmer is blessed with a family of sons, seldom miore than 
one or two of them remain at home. After receiving as good an 
education as the county affords, the rest branch out in different 
ways to push their fortunes in the world. Some spend a few years 
as common school teachers, and thereafter engage in any other 
more lucrative emjdoyment that may offer. A large number are 
occupied in the management of railways, steam^s, and tel^raphs. 
Some have studied medicine at Toronto, Kingston, or Montreal, 
and only a very few haye turned their attention to kw. They 
are rarely found behind the counter, while divinity appears to 
possess no attractions whatever; at least we are not aware of any 
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such students, natives of our county. This is certainly a matter 
of regret, and must be regarded as an indication, either that the 
office of the ministry is not appreciated and supported as it 
ought to be amongst us, or that the principles of self-denying 
Christianity are still latent. 

Love of home is a prominent trait in the'character of the young 
men of Dundas ; hence, very few have been tempted to the gold 
diggings of Oalifornia or Australia, and scarcely any of them take 
up their abodes in the neighboring States. The general immu- 
nity from crime of the United Counties of Stc»nnont, Dundas, and 
Glengarry, is best attested by the fact, that during a considerable 
portion of the past year, the gaol at Cornwall was reported to be 
without a tenant. 

Tbrritorial Divisions. — Up to the year 1788, the whole of 
Canada, East and West, was comprised in two Districts. In that 
year, the Governor General, Lord Dorchester, by proclamation 
subdivided the same. The following extract from which, em- 
braces all that pertained to the County of Dundas. '' Whereas 
our Province of Quebec stands at present divided into only two 

districts, and by virtue of two certain acts provision is made 

for forming and organizii^ one or more new Districts, now, 
therefore, know ye, that our Governor of the said Province, doth 
hereby form the several new Districts, hereinafter described and 
named, to wit : The District of Lunenburgh, bounded on the east 
by a tract lately known by the name of Lancaster, protracted 
northerly and southerly as far as our said Province extends, and 
bounded westerly by a north and south line, intersecting the 
mouth of the river (rananoque, now called the Thames, above the 
rifts of the St, Lawrence, and extending southerly and northerly 
to the limits of our said Province, therein comprehending the 
several towns or tracts, called or known by the names of Lancas- 
ter, Charlottenburgh, Cornwall, Osnabruck, Williamsburgh, 
Matilda, Edwardsburgh, Augusta, and Elizabethtown.'' The other 
three Districts named in the proclamation were, the Mecklenburgh, 
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the Nassau, and the Hesse Districts. These with tiie Lunen* 
burgh, comprised Upper Canada. 

In 1792, after the division of the Province into Upper and 
Lower Canada, Sir John Graves Simcoe, the Lieutenant-Oovemor, 
issued a proclamation by which Upper Canada was divided for the 
first time into counties, and their boundaries were defined. The 
first county named was Glengarry, then Stormont, and thirdly, 
Dundas, ^' which county is to be bounded on the east by the 
boundary line of Stormont, on the south by the river St. Law- 
rence, and on the west by the late township of Edwardsburgh, 
running north 24 degrees west, until it intersects the Ottawa or 
Grand River, thence descending the said river until it meets the 
boundary of Stormont ; comprehending all the islands in the said 
river St. Lawrence, nearest to the said county, in the whole or 
greater part fronting the same.*' The German names of the four 
above mentioned districts, were replaced by English ones, their 
boundaries remaining the same. They were then styled the 
Eastern, Midland, Home, and Western Districts. 

In 1798, by 38 Geo. Ill, in the second Parliament of Upper 
Canada, the Eastern District was confined to the Counties of 
Glengarry, Stormont, Dundas, Prescott, and Russel. This con- 
tinued till 1816, when Prescott and Russel separated from these, 
and were formed into the Ottawa District. 

In 1849, the districts were all abolished, (at this time they had 
increased to twenty in number,) and counties and unions of 
counties, for municipal and judicial purposes took their place. 
By this arrangement, the title ^< Eastern District," the first named 
district in Upper Canada, and around which so many old associa- 
tions had circled, was abrogated for ever. Henceforth it was to 
be known by the more cumbrous designation, of '^ the United 
Counties of Stormont, Dundas, and Glengarry;" signifying thereby 
that they should be united for judicial and other purposes, ex- 
cepting Representation, with a provision at the same time, .for the 
future dissolution of such union, when by the increase of wealth 
and population it might appear requisite. 
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It was lima a piospective measure, calculated materially to 
affect the existing state of matters. It served to pave the way for 
the erection of municipal corporations, confenring self-government 
in all local matters, upon the inhabitants of every township and 
incorporated village, as well aa upon the several counties, cities, 
and towns in Upper Canada. This comprehensive Act (12 Yiot^ 
ch. 81,) was passed in May, 1849, and the first elections were held 
under it, on the first Monday ei January, the following year. 

Having reached the requisite population, the time may not he 
far off, when each of the two junior counties may see fit to petition 
for a separation from the senior county of Stormont. The ques- 
tion involves serious considerations, and we do well to enqmre if 
it would be wise for us at fMresent to advocate the diange. 

It may be said on the one hand, that our county town is 35 
miles distant from the centre of Dundas. That all the offices of 
emolument are monopolised by the peo{de of Stormont, and par- 
ticularly by those of Gomwall, and that we have as good a right 
as they to a share of the public expenditure. It may be said too, 
that we are likely ere long to be heavily taxed fi^r repairs upon 
the Gomwall Court House, if not for the building of a new one, 
and that therefore, we should disserve the union before that is 
carried into effect, and rather tax ourselves for less expensive 
buildings in our own county. 

On the other hand it may be replied, that since the completion 
of the GraiKi Trunk B. E., time and distance have been annihil^ 
ated. Ten years ago a journey to Cornwall was a serious affidr, 
but now-a>days it is performed with such speed, comfort, and 
eecmomy, as effectually to silence the first objection to the con- 
tinuance of the union. Respecting the offices of emolument we 
may remark, that only a favored few in the county could fill 
tiiem, and if the offices were to be wortii the having, the aggregate 
amount of their salaries could not fall far short of what is now 
paid to the officers of the three United Counties, so that while we 
might have the honor of the appointment, we should have to pay 
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&/fc tke least, tliree times as muck ion the tohutle as we now do. 
With regard to the buildings, it would cost us at the lowest cal-- 
culation $6000 to construct suitable county buildings for Dundas. 
The contemplated alterations at Cornwall will not likely exceed 
that amount, so that in this respect, our tax will be less than one* 
third of what it would be if we were separated. Apart from these 
oon»derations, we deprecate the idea of petty tribunals, there is a 
dignity connected with the deliberations of the Taiious courts of 
the united counties, which a quarter of a century would not impart 
to the county courts of Dundas. It is worthy of remark too, that 
while ample provisiou is made in the law for full payment of its 
proportion of all debts contracted daring the union, by Any retir&- 
ing couniy, there is no hope held out, that any part of the monies 
contributed by such county, for united county buildings or other 
purposes, will ever be refunded. We therefore conclude, tiiat it 
were better for us to remain as we are for some time to come, and 
in the meantime, the best thing that we can do, is to initiate 
measures for the passing of a law, whereby senior counties may be 
compelled to refund to separating junior counties a fair proportion 
of the monies contributed by them, in the erection of buildings for 
the use of the united counties. We believe that this would have 
the effect, not of hastening a disruption, but of cementing the 
union, until such time as it might appear beneficial to make the 
alteration. In any case, the county of Dundas is not likely to 
escape taxation for the repairs at Cornwall, when we consider the 
length of time that must intervene before the s^aratioa can be 
effected. We consider the subject of suffi<aent importanoe to quote 
a clause or two from the munkipal act, as amended and oonsdii- 
dated by the 22 Vict, eh. 99, 18§8. 

Section 39. " Wken tke census retwaa taken under an Act of Par- 
liament, or under the authority of a By-law of the GoancU of any United 
Counties, show that the junior county of the union, contains not less 
than fifteen thousand inhabitants, then, if a majority of the reeves and 
deputy reeves of such county do, in the month of February in two suc- 
cessive years, pass a resolution affirming the expediesey of the ootnty 
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being separated from the union ; and if in the month of Febroarj in the 
following or third year, a majority of the reevoB transmit to the Governor 
in Council a petition for the separation, and if the Governor deems the 
circumstances of the junior county such as to call for a separate estab- 
lishment of courts and other county institutions, he may, by proclama- 
tion setting forth these facts, constitute the reeves and deputy reeves for 
the county, a provisional council, and in the proclamation appoint a 
time and place for the first meeting of the council, and therein name 
one of its members to preside at the meeting, and also therein determiae 
the place for, and the name of the county town. 

Section 46. " After the provisional council has procured the neces« 
sary property, and erected thereon the proper buildings for a court 
house and gaol, the council may enter into an agreement with the senior 
or remaining county or counties, /or payment to such county or coun- 
ties of any part of the debts of the union as may be just, and for deter- 
mining the amount to be so paid and the times of payment. 

Section 49. " After the sum to be paid by the junior county to the 
senior or remaining county or counties, has been paid or ascertained by 
agreement or arbitration, the Governor in Council shall appoint for the 
junior county, a judge, a surrogate, a sheriff, one or more coroners, a 
clerk of the peace, a registrar, and at least twelve justices of the 
peace. 

Section 61. '* After such appointments are made, the Governor shall 
by proclamation separate the junior county, and shall declare such sepa^ 
ration to take effect on the first day of January next, after the end of 
three calendar months from the date of the proclamation ; and on that 
day the courts and officers of the union shall cease to have any juris- 
diction in the junior county." 

The munioipal system of Upper Canada, is one of which any 
people might be prond. Though still capable of improyement, 
and liable to abuse, it is perhaps the most perfect municipal sys- 
tem in the world. Mr. Morris in his prise essay says of it, '< It 
is adapted in a very high degree to the wants of the country, is 
wrought with fidelity, and is proving highly serviceable, by teach- 
ing the people the habit of self government, and by familiarizing 
them with the routine of business, localizing the system of legis- 
lation, and training up every where men for the various positions 
in private and public life, to which industry, energy, and ability 
may elevate them.'' 
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Its features and workings are already familiar to all, and there- 
fore require no lengthened dissertation at our hands. Previous 
to 1841 y a few cities and towns in Canada, had been incorporated 
by special charters, but no municipal system had extended to the 
rural districts. In 1841 the inhabitants of each district in Upper 
Canada, were for the first time constituted into corporate bodies, 
with powers to sue and be sued, to levy and collect taxes, and to 
expend the monies so raised in the maintenance of schools, in 
making public improvements, and in the administration of justice. 
Each township having more than 300 inhabitants was entitled to 
choose two councillors, the chairman of the district council was 
appointed by the Governor, and one-third of the entire number of 
councillors retired annually in rotation. Thus matters remained 
until 1849, when the districts were abolished, and the present 
system was introduced. Amendments were made from year to year 
until 1858, when all previous municipal laws were repealed, and 
one general and comprehensive enactment substituted. 

The council of every township and incorporated village, consists 
of five councillors, elected annually upon the first Monday in 
January, throughout the whole Province. The persons qualified 
to be elected councillors, are, residents of the county within which 
the municipality lies, who are rated on the last revised assessment 
roll as proprietors or tenants of real property, to at least the follow- 
ing value, viz. : — In townships, freehold property to the value of 
$400, or leasehold, $800. In incorporated villages, freehold to $40 
p@r annum, or leasehold to $80 per annum* The electors, are all 
such freeholders and householders as have been residents in the 
municipality for one month before the election. British subjects of 
the full age of 21 years, who were rated as proprietors or tenants 
on the last revised assessment rolls for real property. In incor- 
porated villages, the annual value of such property must be at least 
$12, in towns $20, and in cities $30. The councillors elect, meet 
on the third Monday in January following their election, and then 
choose from among their number a chairman^ who is styled ]t<he 
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• 

'' Beeve,^* and when the popidation of any township or incorpo- 
rated Tillage, immbers 500 resident freeholders or hcmseholders, 
snch oouncil may abo elect a '' Deputy ReeveJ^ The Reeves and 
Bepnty Eeeves of the several municipalities in any county or union 
' of counties, oonstitute the council of such county, which is pre- 
sided over by one of their number, elected by the oouncil, and who 
is named the " Warden, " of such county or union of counties. 

Each of the four towiehips of Dundas county, have thus their 
several councils to manage their local affairs, and each sends a 
Reeve and a Deputy Reeve to the United Counties council. 

The villages of Iroquois and Morrisburgh are also incorporated, 
the foimer by Act of Parliwasent in 1857, the latter by a by-law 
of the counties council, passed on tl» 17th of October, 1860. 

The amount expended by the township's council of Williams^ 
burgh, during the year 1860, was $3403.43, of this, $1373 was 
spent on roads, $819 for county rates, $630 for schools, $153.75 
for salaries to councillors and clerks, and the balance for inciden- 
tal expenses. 

The receipts for the same year were $3691.82, of whioh $746.- 
90 from Clergy Reserve fund, $2494.40 fr(»n taxation, $405 from 
tavern and shop licenses, the r^nainder from fines, &e. 

The municipal asaeesed taxes in the county of Dundas, includ- 
ing township rates, amount to two cents in four dollars; the yearly 
assessment by school trustees, amounts to nearly one cent and one 
half in fova dollars; and the self-imposed tax for the .support of 
xdigious ordinances, about one cent and one half more, so that the . 
total direct taxes fer schools, ehurdi, and state, amount to five cents 
for every Ibur dollars worth of property h^ : — e, g. Afanooer who 
owns one hundfed tu&eeB of land, which with his personal property 
is valued at $2000, should pay $10 for puMic taxes, $7.50 for the 
support of schools, and $7.50 for the support of reli^on, (if he 
paid hu thare^ in all $25 per annum. 

$90(K) are annuaUy expended by the several municipalities upon 
the roads of the ocmnty, including the Ci^^ Reserve grants of 
$3000. 
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The counties* council for the united counties of Stormont, Dun- 
das, and Glengarry, consisted in 1860, of fourteen Keeves, and 
eleven Deputy Keeves, in all 25, of whom 9 were from Dundas. 
The amount of monies expended by the county council for that 
year was 810,946. 

Cornwall, the county town of the united counties, is distant by 
G-. T. R. 25 miles from Morrisburgh, and 32 from Iroquois. 
The court house, gaol, and public offices are there situated. There 
also are held the Court of Queen's Bench, of Quarter Sessions, and 
the sittings of the counties* council. 

The county of Dundas was named in 1792, in honour of Mr. 
Dundas, at that time colonial secretary in England.* When this 
part of Canada was originally surveyed in 1783, the townships 
were numbered, and it was not until some time after that they were 
named, and even for many years after being named, they con- 
tinued to be designated as the 1st, 2nd, 3rd townships, and so on. 
To this day, the township of Osnabruck is more frequently styled 
the " third town^^ than by its own euphonious German name. The 

* Henry Dundas, Esq., born the 28th April, 1742, was the youngest son 
of Robert Dundas of Arniston, (in Scotland), Lord President of the 
Court of Session. He was appointed Lord Advocate of Scotland in 
1775 : haying subsequently filled some high official situations in the 
Government of England, during the administration of Mr. Pitt, he was 
elevated to the Peerage in 1802, as Baron Duneira and Viscount Mel- 
ville. 

Lord Melville was impeached by the House of Commons in 1805, for 
alleged malversation in his office as Treasurer of the Navy, and after a 
trial by his peers, in Westminster Hall, adjudged not guilty. 

Obiit, 1811. Seat, Melville Castle, Edinburgh. 

Motto. " Quod potui, perfeci." (jBwrAre'* Peeriige,) 

At some future, perchance far distant, day, having separated from its 
sister counties, a motto may be sought for the official seal of Dundas. 
If so, we hope that the one above given will be selected, in memory of 
the statesman whose name the county bears, as well as for the sentiment 
it conveys, "I have done what I could.'' 

P 
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ifnmbeiB wmmfmfd with CSiaarkiteiibiivg^, and ooattmud in oon- 
«6eati?e order to the Biy of Qainl^. XiftBOMtor^ thoi^h natuTally 
the fint in order, w$b uoI then mimbei^d wioagsi the towaahipe. II 
.msA ooitmderod ntterlj w<HrihkflB, and was more oosunonly known 
ae.the" «unA?e» *' township. 

WHliamsbargh was donbtless named in honor of Prinoe Wil- 
liain Penry, BuJke of ClarenoSp wto in 1831 ascended the throne 
tf Bngland as WiUian lY. Pruioe Wil&un visited Canada tod 
HHam Sootia in 1787. He was then in the navy^ and eommandod 
'the ^*. Pegasus '' of 84 gnns. After visituig Qodsee and Montreal, 
;]be passed some time at 8ord»and aanetioned the ehangeof the 
Jipie of that plaee to his own, " William Hwry/' whieh it nliB 
heaa». Matilda probaUy owes its oSame to the Prinoeas Chsrlolte 
ii^ngnsla MatiUa, late t^neen rf Wirtevilmi^h, ddeiMt dM^^itar of 
Jii^ Geoige III, by^Qneen Ghariotte.t Winohester derives its 
nait^efrom the Earl of that ilk, who preeeded Dnndas as Colo- 
nial Seoretary. Monntun was so sailed in hxmof of Dr. Sfonn- 
tain, the first Protes^usiit Bishop in Canada. This township wss 
, partially settled at a very early period in the history of the county ; 
a few families having oome in by the way of Semptville, ^ong be- 
' ibre the swan^ lying betwe^i it and the St. Lawrence beeame 
jfflsashk. 

LneAi« IiiBTrnrFiOKS.-^an ordhianee of 1^ 9trremor in Cotm- 

t King Geo. III. died in 1820, at the advanced age of 82, haring 
- zeigiied sixty jeam. He bad by bos 4^wa Obarlotte, ulna seas mmA mx 

•daag^ca, wliose Bamia aftod a kej to naagr of the towtiabipf in $im 

eaitern part dO* W« Tfaegr wen as f<diows >-• 
'. (1) Geo. IV. (2) FndectdE, D«fca of Teric. <S) WBliam aOeary, 

Da^eof Clarence, (WUliam IV.) (4) Cbaarlotte Augusta H&til4a,;ob. 

IIM^. / (5) Sdvjffd^ Duke of Kent, ob. lS2e, (fitter of Qaecn Tictori^.) 
, (S) AngnsU Serbia, (t) £lizabetb. <S) Ernest Angustas. (0) A^* 
' gnitos Frederick, Di:^ of Bnsset. <ie) Adolpbwi Fiedetick, 9idt« af 

eaoBlMdB^. ill) Mary, Dnebess ef Olencesler. <1S} SofkaM. (Id) 

detafias. (U) Alfred. (15). 
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«il of the Proviaoe of Qtu»bee, ia 17S4, iktrt itet& e^tUm fegi^kr 
tioiid madd for the tml of causes, noder a»d oTer £10 steriiag, ^ 
the Court of Oommou Pleas, and i^egiibting the time of th0 dejbu- 
4aat's appeanuEioe in MorUrealy in ease that he resided aboyt fhe 
Longue Soult, oa the Ottawa Eiyer, or b^pond Oswegotehki, % 
the ttpper parts of the Provinee. 

The first act in the statute book of Upper CiHiada) reg^tfdmg 
tiie jarisdictio& of courts was iu 1792/ G«o. Ill, ehs^. 4, ^Mfjk 
pn^ibited ihe summary proceediuga of the commoa {desa, nad x^ 
Quired the iut^rveutiou of a jury in eaases above ibrty «hiflmj^ 
Quebec currency. Chap. 6 of <he same year, established a pm^ 
of requests, to be held by two or more jusUces of the peaoe^ in 
divisions to be established by ib^ county quarter sessions, TUf 
jurisdiction was afterwards extended to £5 currency, where Iki^ 
debt was ascertained by the defendant's stgottittra. In 17M, 1^ 
Court of Eang*s Bench was •arected in Upper Canada, nud At 
name year district courts were establis^bed, having jutisdiitidn ia 
matters of debi from forfy cfciUings to £15. 

In 1841, by the 4th and 5tii Vict. chap. 3, the Courts (9t Ae* 
quei^ were abdiriied, and the name, '* District Court^*' waaehaagad 
to ^' Count/ Count." This net has since been ameudod byfleiMd 
other statutes, and now finally settled by the consolidated mat ^ 
1B59. Uador which, thd jarisdiotioii of the Comity Qonrli^ at- 
tends to S4(M), and tha4> of the Division Courts to $100. 

The Court of Oilmen's B^ch holds semi-annual Ce^rts nf 4** 
;^in^ and Nisi Prius as in Englap4i It is bald sA Coraw«l|| 
r tuBuaU J in tiie months of April and October. The Omaty Court 
and Quarter Sessions sit four times in the year, at l^mpm phi0O| 
and are prosided over by Judge Jarvia. He aho presides over tk# 
Division Courts, which are held si^ times in the year in Hh^ froga^ 
igw^^hip8 id Dundas, and four times in the rear townsbipa. The 
amount of litigatum in the county, may be gathered fiom tibvs fiM 
tl^tt it is not uncouuBoa finr the Judge todua^^^se of 100 caaae ijaa 
day, la tiia course of the yeaf 1659, the auudwiof 
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sing before him m the Division Omrts of the Comty of Jhrndnff^ 
i^eached 2920. The mmis sued for amoanted to $45,525 for 
DundaS; and $118,836 for the three counties. 

The Division Cowrt is, in Upper Canada, the court of lowest 
jurisdiction, and, its sessions beii^ held in various localities within 
each county, a great variety of trifling suits are disposed of speedily, 
cheaply, and, in most cases, satisfactorily. The decisions are 
usually given upon the judge's own responsibility, but he may call 
hi the assdstanoe of a jury in any case, or, either of the parties 
intere&ted may demand a jury^ This privilege, however, k rarely 
exercised. So much so is this the case, that the practical working 
of this court seems opposed to the generally received opinion as to 
the beneficial results usually attributed to the system of " trial by 
jury." In nineteen cases out of twenty, the common-sense &rmer 
considers his cause safer in the hands of one disinterested indivi- 
dual, than of a dozen of his brother farmers. 

Judge Anderson was the first District Judge for the Eastern 
District. Like Duncan the former Judge for the Lunenburgh 
District, he had been a Captain in Sir John Johnston's r^ment. 
He however retired in 1818, and wm succeeded by Judge Sheek. 
This gentleman, was the proprietor of the mills at Mille-roches, 
and ^m him Sheet's Island takes its name. In 1822, Judge 
Sherwood, an eminent lawyer of Brockville, father of the present 
Receiver General, the Hon. George Sherwood, was a|^inted, and 
held the office until 1825, when he was promoted to the King's 
Bench. The vacancy was filled by the appointment of David 
Jones, Esquire, of Brockville. Mr. Jones was a lawyer in good 
practice residing in Brockville : when the act of 1842 was passed, 
Requiring the Judge to reside in the county, he did not consider 
the appointment sufficiently important to warrant his removing to 
Cornwall, and Judge Jarvis was appointed in his place, in Jan- 
uary of that year. Judge Jarvis had previously been Judge of 
ihe Ottawa District from 21st December 1825 and of the John- 
ston District from June 1837, consequently he has now been pre- 
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eidiag on tlie Beach for a period of over thirty-five years ; longer 
than any other Judge in Upper Canada. Our worthy Chief 
Justice, Sir John B. RobiasoQ, was not promoted to the Bench 
till August 1829. 

Judge Jarvis was sworn in as an attorney, in November 1820, 
on the same day with the late Sir James B. MeCaulay, Chief 
Justice in the Common Pleas, and was called to the Bar, in Hilary 
term 1823. He commenced practice in 1820 in Cornwall, where 
he has since resided. At the time he was ealled to the Bar, he 
stood No. 68 on the Barrister's Roll, there are now only 14 above 
him, and he stands No. 8 on the Benchers Edl as a director of 
the Law Society, At the time of his appointment to the. Bench of 
these counties in 1842, the Division Courts were established, con- 
sequently he had the onerous task of orgamzing them. 

Mr. Jarvis was born at Fredericton, in the Province ^ New 
Brunswick, on the 21st April 1797, he is consequently in his 
64th year. He came to this Province with his fathei^s fiamily in 
1809, and resided at Toronto till 15 years of age. He entered 
tlie army in 1812, at the commencement of the last American 
war, during the whole of which he served. He was present at 
the battle of Queenston Heights, in the lightcompany of the 49th[, 
when the brave and lamented General Brock with sword in hand 
placed himself at their head, and led them up the mountain at 
double quick time, in the teeth of a sharp fire from the enemy's 
riflemen. He stood within a few feet of the General where he 
fell, and in the retreat that followed, was made a prisoner. He 
was with the Grenadiers of the 8th reginltent at the battie of 
York, on the 27th April 1813, where his r^ment was almiwst 
annihilated by the overwhelming numbers of the enemy. He was 
present at the battles of Stoney Creek,Beaver Dams and Black Bock, 
as wdl as at Chippewa, with the 8th, where they were severely 
handled. He commanded a company of that regiment in the 
hard fought action of Lundy's Lane, where that extraordinary 
conflict was sustained till midnight. Present at the unsucoes^ul 
assault of Port Erie, he also took part in repulsing the memorable 
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mlie of iiiat F^rt in Septmber. From tiio 29ih of Jdj till tbe 
2Ui September, he never haA hk clothoB off, every other daj.hfr 
Unm ttn fuquet, and during ihe wkole time, undw ooattant fixe 
fhwi the enemy's gans. Neariy every day it rained, and hiit» 
eoMtraeted with ii» hranehes of trees, formed their only eovering. 

IHcriBg the rebeliion, Judge Jarris raised three troops of laneero^ 
metk 6f whom were the yoang braves of the Connty xyf Dnndas^ 
lit M artift Carman, Oornet George M« Crysler^ Major and Pay- 
Hasto. J« W. Lonx, new M. P. P. for the Oonnty aS Bvssd^ 
awi others were among the number. 

Jndge Jarvis' life has thus been devoted to his eoantry sinee. 
ehitcQioOd^ imd while we doubt not his serviees w«ne duly i^re- 
inated in every station whieb he has ooocq)ied, in none oould they 
have been move so, th» in his oapamty as County Judge, a statioa 
§ffr whieh his natural qualifieataons are eminently suitable. Gen-, 
tlemanly and afiaUe in his ma&Hers, prompt and isB^artid in his 
deinlimw, he has won for himself the esteem and req)eGt of the 
iiAabitants of these United Counties^ 

Bdini^tional. — ^Before speaking of the sdiodts of Dundas, it 
may be interestiDg to glaaee at the history of our sdiool system 
stifl in its infancy, and to measure its already marvelous ptopor- 
tions, by a few figures from. the Superintendent's Beport for 
1^58. 

As already mentioned spools have e^ted in the County ftom 
iM v»y first settlement. * The first Legislative euaclanent however 
for the support of scfaoolsy was in 1B07, when the sum of £800 
livs Hf^propriated for the establishment g£ puUie sohooli in Upper 
Canada. It was Ihen enaeted, that there should be one public 
ichool in eadi of the eight Districts in Upper Canada, and that 
£100 Aould be paid annually to the teacher of eadli sehed. 
Five trustees were appointed fcnr the management ef eadli sehocd^ 
by the <3ovenior, and aU thw ^eeedings were rendered subjeot 
to his approval. 

No lurtiber provmion w«l made until 1816 when the sum o£ 
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£0dOO was anntuiByapiNK^pfiated fer Irhe estaUisliiBenl of cpfmHo» 
adtooUf to be dmded amongBt, tiie tken, ten Districts of Dppi^ 
Oanada, aooording to popolation. Tho Eastern Distriet rankii^ 
among the higbest, reoelTed £800 yearly, as large an amonn^ as 
had previoasly been allotted to the whole Provinoe. At thia time 
tile inbaMtattts were first empowered to elect, as at present, thTee 
trustees for eadi school, with nearly similar powers. A bqarflof 
education was ako established in eeeh IMstrict, to wIkhq ithe 
trnstees were to rep(»t on<^ in three months, the Board itsdtf 
reporting to the Governor, once a year. No aUowanee^tQ ainy« 
abgle s^ool was permitted to exceed £25 annually. 

This act was partially repealed in 1820, when it was enaeteii 
that only £2500 should be paid annually from the public- ehest 
in aid of common schools. Each of the Districts receiTing A^fi^ 
and no single school to draw more than £12 10s. per annum. In 
1824, the continuance of the last act referred to was extended^ 
and a sum of £150 pei^ annum in addition, granted, fin* the (Ofk- 
eouragement of common, and 8unday sduxds, to be expended en 
snob bodm and tmets, as were designed to affovd moral ai^d, reli- 
gious instruction. In 1836, the public grant was increased to 
£5650. 

The next act to provide for the advancement of education in 
Upper Canada was tiie 2nd Vict. chap. 10 in 1839. Thi9 act 
provided that, when tiie old District schools should be declared 
to be Orammar schools, and trustees for them were elected by the ' 
Governor, the sum of £100 per annum should be granted to eaA 
such grammar sdiool, and £200 to each District, for the purpose 
of building a school-house, on the condition that the inhabitants 
of that District should raise a like sum. 

After the union of the Provinces^ by the 4th and 5th Yict. «h. 
18, in 1841^ a permanent fond was established for the support of 
common schools ; £50,000 was granted annually, which, by the 
7th Vie. in 1843, was to be equally divided between Canada Xasi 
and Canada West. In 1846 the school system was revised, jatid 
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a Normal and Model School establislied at Toronto, by an appro- 
priation of £1500 for providing suitable buildings, and an annual 
grant of £1500. for the support of the Normal School. In 1849, 
in addition to the existing grant, one miUion acres of land, were 
set apart to form a fund for school purposes. 

All former School Acts were swept away by the comprehensive 
act of 13 and 14 Vict. c. 48, in 1850, which was entitled " An 
Act for the better establishment and maintenance of common 
schools in Upper Canada," which, with a few supplementary and 
•explanatory clauses, including the erection of separate schools, 
with equal privil^es for Roman Catholics and Protestants, inau- 
gurated the present school system of Canada — ^a system which, 
upon examination, will be found to exhibit a wonderful combina- 
tion, and no less wonderful simplicity of mechanism. Hitherto 
it has worked harmoniously, and been of incalculable benefit to 
the Province, insinuating its influence into the remotest settle- 
ments, and diffusing civilization, intelligence, and enterprise over 
the length and breadth of the land. Much of the success of the 
school system, is unquestionably due to the chief si]^rintendent^ 
Dr. Eyerson, who may be said to have originated it, and under 
whose management it has attained its present efficiency. 

' In 1858 there were in operation in Upper Canada 3866 com- 
mon schools, with 4202 teachers, and 293,693 scholars; 94 
separate schools, chiefly Roman Catholic, with 118 teachers and 
9991 scholars ; 75 grammar schools, with 4459 scholars, besides 
the Normal and Model Schools, with about 400 scholars. The Legis- 
lative grant for all the schools of Upper Canada in 1858 was $177,- 
913 ; to colleges 120,000, and to Literary and Scientific institu- 
tions $17,000. At the same time there were in operation, 11 
colleges, 46 private academies, 255 private schools, with an abro- 
gate of 7467 pupils. The number of youth receiving instruction 
during the year at school ^nd college was thus 316,000, and the 
large sum of $1,727,498 was expended in their education, from 
all sources, public and private, showing an average of $5.46Jper 
annum for each scholar. 
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During the year, 170 superannuated or wororout (so called in 
the report) teachers, received pensions varying from $5 to $70 
each per annum, according to the number of years they had been 
in the service. 

The whole system is controlled by a council of public instruction 
and a chief superintendent of education, who is ex officio a mem- 
ber of the council, and who, as well as the council, is appointed 
by the crown. The council meet from time to time in Toronto? 
where a handsome departmental building was erected for its occu- 
pancy in 1862, at a cost of $100,000. The grounds surrounding 
it extend to eight acres, and are tastefully laid out with a view 
of being at once useful and ornamental. They comprise a gym- 
nasium, as well as afford practical illustrations in horticulture and 
agriculture. There is also a museum attached, containing nume- 
rous interesting collections of sculpture, painting, geological 
specimens, models and engravings. The public are admitted to 
the museum upon leaving their names in the visitors' book, at the 
Education Office," anc? their sticks arid umbrellas in the ante-room,^^ 
The department includes a depository for public school libraries, 
for prize books, and for school maps and apparatus ; during the 
last five years 182,267 volumes have been distributed to schools 
and institutions. The expenditure for books,maps and apparatus in 
1858 was $32,664. Then there is the departmental library, the 
Chief Superintendent's office and apartments for his clerks and 
staff of assistants ; the Normal and Model Schools occupy a space 
in rear of the main building, and are connected with it by a spa- 
cious corridor. 

The Chief Superintendent receives a salary of $4000 per 
annum. His deputy and numerous staff of clerks and assistants 
receive together, $10,143. The amount returned as contingencies 
under the head of education, in the public accounts for 1858 was 
$50,000 more. Two Grammar School Inspectors are paid $1000 
each, and each local superintendent of common schools at the rate 
of $4 per school, say $15,464. It thus costs us the formidable 
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mm of 181,607 amniftUy, to oil the wkeeb of tliis gigantio engine. 
The total puUio ezpenditnrey und^ the head of edacatioo, fi>r 
Upper and Lower Canada in 1858 was, $529,365.21. 

We have in Dondas County, one grammar Sehod, 72 oonunoa 
adiools, and a few private sehoola. 

Ths Orakmab School ib ritnftted in the viUage of Iroquois. 
It is a sabstiaAtial stone edifioe, erected m 1843, bj John A. Car^ 
man, Beq,, and was by him generotti^y made a preset to ^ 
connty ; one acre of eH^ble land is attaobed to it, which was 
also a gift, from Mr. Coons.. The land and building are valued 
«t fSOOO. It is styled the '' Matilda County Grammar School," 
whidi of course is aa anomaly, and ought to be rendered '' The 
IXuadas County Qrammar School.'' This school receives govern* 
ment aid in the same ratio as other junior county grammar schoolSy 
the appropriation being made to counties, and unions of ooiffities ist 
proportion to population, and to individual grammar schools ac- 
cording ta the average attendance at each. It is conducted by 
two teachers, male and female, the former teaches the higher 
branches of English, mathematics, and the classics. Music, draw- 
ing, &c., are taught by the latter. The number of pupils in 1858 
was 55, uid the tuition fees as follows — ^English, mathematics^ 
and classics $3 to $4 per quarter, Music, &c., $7 per quarter. 
The teachers' salaries are $600 and $300 respectively, and the 
government ^ant $394 per annum. The grammar school is 
governed by a board of eight trustees, holding office for three 
years. Two are aj^inted annually by the counties' council, two of 
their number retiring yearly by rotation. 

The grammar-school trustees have at present no powers for 
levying asses^nents for the support of the school, in tiiis respect 
tiieir position is inferior to that of the commcm school trustees. 
It is iarue they may apply to the county council for aid, but it is 
also true i&at the county council may i^use, and very often have 
refused to have anything to 4o with them. There is unques* 
tkmably room for amendm^t in this feature of the graB^mar 
school law. 
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Thb Commok Schools. In 1859 there were iii DttndaA 
county 72 eotnmon soliooto in operation, 73 teachers and 16 
vacant schools. The number of children in the countj of school 

age that is from 5 to 16 year^, was.^ 5009. 

The number attending school was.... 4244. 

The number who did not attend any school 661. 

Number not reported, including private schools... 62. 
The average time during which all the schcoln were kept open 
was 10 months and 6 days/ Of the 72 schools, 49 were tree 
schools, that is, supported by n direct tai on the real proper^ 
within the school section, and the school thrown open to all, ftee 
of tuition fees; the remainder were supported by a charge of 
one shilling and three pence per month for eaoh scholar, imd tfae 
deficiency made up by assessment. 
The receipts of common scho^ were, 

From Legislative grants.... $2196.00 

Municipal grants 2191.00 

Local assessment by trustees 6144.20 

Rate bills at Is. 3d. per month 652.09 

Balances, and other sources 552.82 

Total receipto for sdiook in Dundas Go. in 1859. (11,736. 11 

The average annual salary of teachers in th^ county was, male 
teachers, boarded, $174, without board $248, Eemdes, boaiiled, 
187, without board $141. The highest salary paid wu $460^ 
The lowest to male teacher 9120. One hsM of the teaehem 
boardj week about, with the inhabitaxits of the School section ; 
it is to be hoped this antediluvian custom will soon be abolished. 
Of the teachers, 43 were males, and 30 femides ; only 10 held ft 
first class certificate, 52 a second <^ass, and 11 A third class certi- 
ficate. 

The sum of $33,360 was expended in 1858 fircm the public 
chest in aid of literary and soienti^ institutions. Of this sum, 
$6580.00 Was paid tc observatortes in Toronto and Quebec, Ae 
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remainder was appropriated chiefly to Mechanics' Institutes. Of 
these there are in all Canada about 140, each receiving from 
government an annual sum, varying from $100 to $200. 

Of benevolent and literary societies in Dundas we have to 
present but a very meagre catalogue. There are two temperance 
societies, neither of them in a very flourishing condition ; two 
lecture associations, under whose auspices courses of lectures are 
delivered during the winter months, and seventeen ^^ Orange 
Lodges. ' ' Of these last, 13 have been organized within the last five or 
six years. Their present strength is said to be about 500. There 
are no efficient public libraries, reading rooms, scientific or literary 
institutions in the county, beyond what has been mentioned, 
excepting it be our agricultural societies, which now fall to be 
noticed. 

The first agricultural society in the county was established in 
the year 1830. One Bartholomew Tench, a merchant in Matilda, 
seems to have been the first to move in the matter ; he drafted a 
constitution for it, and used his influence to induce the farmers to 
join it. Its first president was Peter Shaver, Esq., and John 
Flagg, Esq., was Secretary-Treasurer. During the first few 
years of its existence, being a novelty, it attracted some attention, 
and numbered about forty members. It was not long, however, 
before envy, jealousy, and discord, found their way into the agri- 
cultural wigwam, and the efforts of the directors to please every 
body resulted, as a matter of course, in their pleasing nobody. 
From the first, this society received from government two dollars 
for every one subscribed, and as the members gradually decreased, 
so in proportion did the share of the spoil increase to those who 
remained. A township society was soon afterwards formed in 
Matilda, the one in Williamsburg still retaining the name of the 
county of Dundas Agricultural Society. 

In 1847 both societies had dwindled down to ludicrous propor- 
tions, when a few disinterested parties came to the rescue, and 
year by year, very slowly indeed, the county society began to 
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emerge out of the state of confusion and misrule which had 
obstructed its usefulness. In January, 1852, it was deemed desi- 
rable to abolish township societies altogether, and to unite in one, 
the whole eastern district. A district society was then organized 
of which the Hon. Philip Vankoughnet was chosen president, and 
in October of that year, an agricultural exhibition was held in 
Cornwall, which passed off remarkably well. 

The Act of 1852, establishing a bureau and board of agriculture 
accompanied by a new code of laws for the management of agri- 
cultural societies, opened up a new era in their existence. Under 
this act $1000 were granted annually to counties or unions of coun- 
ties, or $600 annually to any single county in such union. This 
act was amended in 1857, when it was provided that eswjh county 
returning a member of parliament should receive a sum not ex- 
ceeding $800 annually towards the support of agricultural socie- 
ties therein, with the proviso thai> they should have in each such 
society at least fifty members, paying not less than five shillings 
each annually. By this arrangement the government agreed to 
pay three dollars for every one raised by the local society, up to 
the specified amount ; it was also provided that three-fifths of thi^ 
governmental grant should be divided amongst the several town- 
ship or branch societies, organized under this act. 

In February, 1853, the present county society was reorganized, 
Jacob Brouse, Esq., being chosen president. Branch societies 
were established in Moimtain and Winchester in 1857, and are 
still upheld with considerable spirit in these townships. 

The various agricultural societies throughout the Province 
are exerting an influence for good, by stimulating a generous 
rivalry, and by bringing articles of real merit prominently into 
public notice. It is questionable, however, whether they are doing 
all the good that they might, considering that the large sum of 
$111,032 is annually expended by government in their support. 
Hitherto the farmers of the Province have not manifested their 
appreciation of this liberal policy, as they ought to have done, and 
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maeh of tke money expended by agricoltonl societieB^ has been 
little better tlia& a 8(|iuuideriiig of the publie funds. The impor- 
tant ^ds of soekiag, by this means to introdnee a better i^stem 
of agrieultore, and better breeds of liye stock, have, in many 
eases been entirely overlooked in pand^ing to the selfish propen- 
sities of the many, who seem te regard an equal distaribution of 
the dollars and cents as more desirable. Were liberal premiums 
awarded for the best oultivated farms, and to the men who should 
in the most intelligible language, tell their brother farmers by 
what process they have been ^lU^led to grow the best cn^, much 
m<Hwgood might be done, than by etpebding Lu^ sums of money 
in small premiums, for a bushel, or a bag of the best grain, and 
roote of dijforent kinds, and in a variety of ways even more 
objeetioBaMe. 
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Population of OttiidM and «4jaceiit ODontiea^Bxports And linporti of 
the Goantj^Mannfactares— ProgreaSt 

Having a tender regard fot those of our readers who have an 
antipathy to wading through oolumns of figures, we shall condense 
as much as possible what we have colledted for this chapter* Pry 
and uninteresting though the figures may be to some^ none but 
those who have made the attempt, can form any idea of the time 
and labor neoessaiy to procure the informatiou which they repre* 
sent Indeed) but for the assistance of Mr. Johnston, the census 
commissioner for the county, added to the kind aid of Mr. Hutton^ 
the Secretary of the Board oi Statistics at Quebec, we could mt 
have attempted to (pve accurate details of the populatiom, the 
Varioun religious deoomiiiatioas, or tiie agricultural productious of 
the county. 

The following ^Ufes exhibit liie populadon and rdative in* 
crease of the counties bcHrdering upon Dundas, and which ftom 
their position are onmmonly known aa ** Central Canada.*^ 

Covnty. Poptil«iie&, 1802. l$«i. 

Leeds .*,....... 30,280 «(,82T 

Lanark.... ...i« ..«.4.. 2^13 81^8 

CarletoA » .».«. ^dfiZt 1»/m 
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GrenviUe 20,707 24,293 

Pregcott 10,487 15,412 

Eenfrew 9,415 29,503 

Russel 2,870 6,818 

Stormont 14,643 18,150 

Dundas 13,811 18,824 

Glengarry 17,596 21,154 



The following is the population of the towns and villages within 
the above counties, in so far as they have been published. 

Ottawa City 14,754 

Brockyille 4,091 

Prescott 2,568 

Perth 2,500 

Cornwall 1,899 

Smith's Falls, about, . 1,200 

The population of Dundas County is distributed as follows : — 
Williamsburgh, 5529. Matilda, 5473. Winchester, 4149. 
Mountain, 3683. 

The numberof formers in Williamsburgh, 545. Matilda, 597. 
Winchester, 553. Mountain, 511. Total, 2206. 



Eemptville 1059 

Merrickville 908 

Morrisburgh 857 

Renfrew 695 

Iroquois 617 







AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS OF DU 


NDAS, 


1860, 






Williamsburgh 

Matilda, 

Mountain, .... 
Winchester, .. 

Totals, ... 


Bus. 

FaU 

Wheat 


Bus. 
Spring 
Wheat. 


Bus. 
Barli^. 


Bus. 
Eye. 


Bus. 
Peas. 


Bus. 
Oats. 


Bus. 
Buck 
Wheat. 


1 

2 
3 
4 


508 

320 

940 

1,284 


51,964 
58,881 
61,190 
62,002 


17,789 

27,556 

4,961 

7,057 


530 

77 

1,763 

310 


10,448 
14,002 
10,598 
11,181 


112,177 

122,269 

76,287 

77,838 


9,464 
6,177 
3,859 
3,122 




3,052 


234,037 


67,363 


2,670 


46^229 


388,671 


22,622 




Bus. 
Com, 


Bus. 

Potatoes. 


Bus. 

Turnips 


Bus. 

Mangolds 


Bus. 
Carrots. 


Bus. 
Beans. 


Lbs. 

Hops. 


Tons 
Hay. 


Bus. 

Timoth. 


1 
2 
3 

4 


7,069 

10,912 

7,023 

6,222 


46,454 
69,934 
42,362 
38,108 


481 

150 

991 

2,299 


2,145 

1,000 

180 

818 


3,956 
2,084 
3,223 
4,179 


116 
46 
43 

316 


87 

88 

3,346 

.139 


4,002 
6,420 
3,642 
3,571 


262 
19 
48 

357 




31,226 


196,858 


3,921 


4,143 


13,442 


521 


3,660 


17,635 


686 
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Lbs. 

PlML. 


Wool 


Lbs. 
M3iisr. 


Gklls. 
Cider, 


Yds. 
Qloth. 


Yds. 
Liven. 


Yds. 
Plaon^. 


Ban«ls 
Betf. 


Bmtokb 
Pork. 


1 

2 
8 

4 


3,248 

150 

50 

377 


14,447 

16,895 

9,776 

10,222 


32,489 
10,395 
16,396 
18,575 


174 

2,818 


4,068 
3,436 
2,643 
2,341 


1,01S 

231 

47 

140 


9,338 
9,352 
8,755 
6,419 


381 
975 
295 
210 


1,325 

1,469 
1,245 
1,417 




3,825 


51,340 


77,755 


2,992 12,488 


1,433 


33,864 


1,861 


6,452 




Heads 

Cattle. 


Heads 
Horses. 


Heads 


Heads 
Hgs. 


T6tal 
Tiltteof 
livestock 


Lbs. 
Butter. 


Cheese. 


' 




1 
2 
3 
4 


4,064 
4,582 
3,337 
1,658 


1^65 
3,787 
1,299 
1,464 


4,566 
4,722 
3,073 
3,166 


1,662 
1,813 
1,389 
1,385 


$188,644 
156,147 
106,93d 
111,111 


163,758 
197,655 
122,930 
134|196 


21,958 

13,96& 

2,310 

2,28e 






13,641 


8,415 


15,527 


6,249 


562,841 


618,538 


40,52S 





We have only giyea the totab of 32 out of the 64 edumns wUdi 
oocapy the agricoitaral sheets of the census for the single cmmty 
of Bundas. In order to arrive at the figures given, it has been 
neoessary to add more than two ilioasand lines of ^ures in each 
odnmn. This may aferd some idea of the amount of lahor to be 
acoompfished before the personal and agricultural census of the 
78 counties of Canada, besides cities, towns, and villages, can be 
presented to the pnbfic. 

Thiri^-fi)ur enumerators were employed upon an average eight 
days in taking the census of Bundas, and reoordii^ about MO 
names: i^eir remuneration was two cents for each name. The 
labors of the enumerators were superintended by one eopimififflonw 
in each county; by him the sheets were all revised, in many eases 
corrected, in not a few instances entirely re-written, and each 
cdumn added up, bdfore they were forwarded to the Head Off ee 
in Quebec. The commissioners received a salary of 12s. 6d. per 
day while so employed. 

The total cost to the Province of taking the census wiH be about 
#200,CN)0. 
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The number of shops and stores in the county of Dupdas, for 
the sale of merchandize, was in 1859, seventy-two ; of these, 30 
were in the township of Williamsburgh, 24 in Matilda, 11 in 
Winchester, and 7 in Mountain. The invoice value of the goods 
sold in the county was as follows : — 

In the township of Williamsburgh $112,500 

" " Matilda 57,600 

" " Winchester 56,250 

« " Mountain 13,875 

Total value of goods sold in 1859 $240,225 

Traders sell at an average advance of 25 per cent, for cash, upon 
invoice prices, so that the farmers of the county paid the sum of 
$320,300 for store goods. The number of families in the county 
was about 3000, shewing an average annual expenditure by each 
family for merchandize of $106.76. 

Nine phopkeepers in Williamsburgh sell for $7,500 each. Five 
sell for f 4,500, six for $2,250, five for $1,050, and five for $750 
.each. In Matilda, four sell for $4,875 each, seven for $3,000, 
six for $1,800, and seven for $900 each. In Mountain, one sells 
for $6,000, four for $1,500, and two for $937 J each. 

The disparity betwixt Williamsburgh and Matilda, is caused 
.by Monfisburgh being near the boundary of Matilda, while Iro- 
quois, the trading point of the latter, is six miles from the boun- 
dary linp, consequently a large portion of the people of Matilda 
trade in Williamsburgh. 

With respect to the annexed table of exports from the county, 
it may be remarked, that the figures represent only such quanti- 
ties exported by the river and railway, as could be traced with 
certainty. A large additional amount of produce found its way 
to Ottawa, Kemptville, and Prescott, by private conveyance, of 
which no account is taken. The table is therefore but an ap- 
proximation, imd is valuable as shewing the diversity, rather than 
the precise quantity of exports. 
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Produce Exported prom Dund as County — 1859. 



5,677 


Barrels 


37,000 


Bushels 


18,474 


u 


32,238 


tl 


2,000 


u 


635 


Barrels 


180,000 


lbs. 


4,327 


It 


2,700 


u 


65,000 


dozen 


13,500 


lbs. 


25,650 


u 


22,000 


u 


10 


tons 


578 


head 


150 


u 


2.583 


u 


9.000 


cords 


1.633.000 


pieces 


250,000 


it 


750,000 


It 


100,000 


It 


580,000 


feet 


128,000 


ti 


20,000 


pieces 


30,000 


feet 


200 


pieces 


100 


ti 


200 




8 




80 




4 





Flour at $6 

Wheat at $1.10 

Oats at 35 cents 

Barley at 60 cents 

Peas at 60 cents 

Potash at $30 

Butter at 15 cents. . ^ 

Poultry at 5 " 

Lard at 8 « 

Eggs at 10 " 

Wool (washed) at 30 cents 

Hides (dry and green) at 8 cents. . . 
Pork, Beef, Ham, Bacon, at 7 cents. 

Bran and Shorts at $13 

Cattle at $20 ' ,. . 

Horses at $1 00 

Sheep and Pigs at $3 

Fire wood at $1.50 to $1.75 

Out Staves at $5^ per 100 

Sawed Staves at $5^ per 100.. . *. . . . 

Racked Hoops at $3.50 per 100 

Shaved Hoops at $9 per 100 

Sawed Pine Lumber at $8 i . . . 

Squared timber at $35 

Hickory 9and-spikes at 6 cents 

Oak Steamboat Buckets at $19 

" Paddle arms at $1.. 

" Fenders at $1.50... 

Shingles and Lath 

Panning Mills at $24 

Buggies at $90 

Ploughs at $8 

Sleighs at $32 



$ cts. 

34,062 00 

40,700 00 

6,465 90 

19,342 80 

1,200 00 

16,050 00 

27,000 00 

216 35 

216 00 

6,500 00 

4,050 00 

2,052 00 

1,540 00 

130 00 

11,560 00 

15,100 00 

7,749 00 

14,500 00 

8,573 00 

1,375 00 

2,625 00 

900 00 

4,640 00 

4,480 00 

1,200 00 

570 00 

200 CO 

150 00 

45 00 

4,800 00 

720 00 

640 00 

128 00 



Total exports from the county $239,480 05 

The value of produce exported to the United States entered at 
the Custom House, was $40,189. 

The value of free goods imported from U. S. was $24 901 

The value of duty paying goods " " 6 399 

Total imports from U. S., 1859 $31 300 

Free goods are those imported under the Reciprocity Treaty, 
two-thu:ds of which are composed of travellers' horses and car- 
riages, settlers' household stuff, &c. 
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The amomt of fie^bt iiirwanM \j tbe Qrmi 
Tnmk B. B. in 1859, was, from Williaiiwbiiigh, 1177 Ums^ 
Ih. do. do liaittda 10% "^ 

Total, , 2202 *^ 

^ JiANiJFAOTOBiB.— The follovriiig table OumB «hei»iher of 
ydUfl and manofiietorieft in the ooonty of Pondaa^ in 1869. 



19 



26 



A 



43 



I 



a 4 



42 31 



11 



The abo^ mills and faetorien work ehieiyfor the h^me mari^et, 
gnd their exports are indnded in the general exports of the oonnty« 
Ctfist mills grind upon an ayerage six bnshels of wheat per honr, 
eilAh ran of stones. Saw mills eat 2,500 fbet per day, each saw, 
lAUe working. The earriage factories torn oat annoally 38 
buggies at |90 each, 70 oatters at $32 each, 30 waggons at 970 
Moh, and 30 sleighs at 24 each. 

The steam staye-cattmg niacihixic in Matilda cuts 10,000 
stayes per day, or from 60 to 70 per minute, while working. It 
i» driven by a steam engine of 25 horse power, whieb is wD^ked 
by consuming the refuse shayings alone for fuel,i^id giyes em- 
{Jojment to ten hands. Ash and elm are the materials from 
which the stayes are manufaetuied. These are broaght to the 
pjU in bk)eks fifplit out of lafge tveee, and sawed in stave length, * 
Wi^ dbout $3 per oiffd. The bloob are soaked in boiUBgwall^ 
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wiial 9ofteAed, sliced off f of an ineli in tbiekness, l^y a iKmderoml 
kmfe, St iJie rate already mention^, and are then n&a^d and 
i^d finished t^ maelnnerj, and sent to Moatteai to be made into 
€o^, salt, and plaster bairda. 

Stares out by eiifevlar saw are a trifle moreTalnabk than'thoM 
ent bythe steam soaking process, and are auftde at the rate<^ftl»a 
se^en to ei^ per nttHnte. 

The fanning mill factory in Wilfiamsbnrgfa, has an engine «f 
€%ht honfte fomet wtieh mm bf «»isiiming shfttings aikd saw 
dnst, employs sk batds ait $1 per di^, attd tnms ont 250 mHk 
per ann^m, at 924 eatoh. '20# of these are sent to Montrea], 
Ottawa and Qltrnpsetf. in the feudiy are^east 6S tops of meUd 
«iinnaly, 4#9 j^oii^ aM tnmed oat at $8 eadi when Snished, 
75 stoves at 920, besides othw eastings. 

The lodEigate faetocy is the property of Mr, dhaffey, and k 
dtnated in MorrislMUgh. It oomprices a saw mill, with npri^lkt, 
and large cinenlar saws, j^aniilg maehin^ drilling luid boring 
maehines, with other eonvenienees for the building of the huge 
iock-gates that ai» used in the St. Lawrenee eanals. In 1859 
oeyen pairs of gates were made at $3000 a pair, whieh might veij 
properly be added to the exports of the eounty, 

A irst elass grist mill, of stone or teiek with iume comply 
costs from $3500 to $4000 per r«n ef stoned A fiitst elafis stMr 
mlH eomplete, exeept the iam, eoste $1000 to $1500 per saw. ^i:^ 
first class steam en^ne (high pressttfe) ^Dsts $200 per hor^ po## 
deliv«ied in the O0ttn<y. 

A wen finished tem-hoiiBe of brisk or stone 80 X tO Wth 
Idtehen, inu, 24 X 1% •&« story a«id a hsM iit h^h^ With 
cellar underneath, costs $1600, A large number of the farin- 
houses in the eounty are of this class. A few h^uroT^ «3t6 to b6 
found df higher pretensions, that have cost from $6000 to $10,00Ol 
In the new settlements are to be found evey rariety of dWeUings, 
from the humble shanty, wiUi its stoop, valued at fite poiinds 
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worth of labor, to the snug frame building with its shady verandah, 
worth $1000 in cash. 

A bam 16 feet high and 36 feet wide costs $4 per foot in 
length. A board fence with cedar posts sunk four feet in the 
ground, or a well-built straight cedar fence costs $1 per rod of 
16| feet. Bricks cost $4 per thousand at the kiln : stone (1.50 
per cord at the quarry; and lime 15 cents per bushel at the 
kiln. 

It augurs well for the future progress of Dundas, that, whatever 
measure of prosperity it enjoys, has arisen from the perseverance 
and energy of its inhabitants, rather than from fortuitous circum- 
stances connected with the locality. It has shared less than most 
counties, in the yearly influx of emigrants that has peopled rapidly 
other portions of the province. Possessing no extensive water 
power, it has not attracted the attention of capitalists, and as a 
consequence, we have no manufacturing villages to boast of. 
Neither the soil nor climate are superior to other districts of 
Canada, but we do not look upon .any of these as indispensably 
necessary to the attainment of success in agriculture. 

East Lothian possesses no water power, and boasts of no mar 
nufactories. It is situated on the bleakest and most exposed 
coast of Scotland, with a soil naturally cold and tenacious, and a 
climate any thing, but favorable to agriculture; yet it stands 
unrivalled for the intelligence and enterprise of its farmers. By 
a steady adherence to a fixed system of good husbandry and 
thorough underdraining, they have rendered that tract of country, 
much of which was but a few years ago barren moors, one of the 
most productive, as it certainly is one of the best cultivated por- 
tions of Britain. 

There is no reason why the farmers of ^' the old Eastern Dish 
tricf may not, by adhering to similar principles, occupy as 
distinguished a position in reference to agriculture in Canada, a& 
do those who have imparted such a world-wide celebrity to the 
district of East Lothian in Scotland. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

Religions aspects — First Protestant Church in Canada— The Lutheran 
Church, the Rev. H. Hayunga— Church of England, Rev. Mr. Lind- 
say — Presbyterian Church, Rev. Mr. Broeffle — The Free Church — 
Methodist Church, Rev. Mr. Pope^-Roman Catholic Church— 
Religious Statistics — Clergy Reserves. 

We have already spoken in no measured terms of commendation 
rf the social condition of our farmers, and in fulfilling our self- 
imposed task, we feel that, having put our hand to the plough, we 
must not turn hack — we must not shrink from -the consideration, 
how they may be truthfully described in their religious aspects. 
An all-wise Providence has^ peopled this land with Christians of 
every name and denomination, and it is our especial blessing that 
each of us may worship our Heavenly Father according to the 
dictates of our conscience^ '^ none daring to make us afi*aid.'' 
However much we may deplore the divisions and dissensions that 
eodst among Christian people, we should never forget that these 
dissensions may be the very means, in the hands of the Almighty, 
of hastening the time, when all shall know Him from the least even 
to the greatest. So far from being discouraged by these divisions, 
it becomes the particular duty of every Christian, by every means 
in his power, to advance the Eedeemer's kingdom ; to assist in 
the erection of churches in the land, in providing adequate remu- 
neration for faithM ministers of the gospel, and in training up 
the rising generation in the fear of the Lord. If the bright pre* 
dieted future of Canada is ev^ to be realised^ we must rely upon 
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something more than the equipment of our fleets, and the discip- 
line of our armies, we must look to something more than the 
indomitable perseverance of our hardy sons of toil — ^we must 
rest our hopes of future greatness upon ottr religious, and educar 
tional institutions. Do we already consider ourselves a p'cat 
people f Let i% rear a monument to our greatness, as great, and 
more durable than the Pyramids of Egypt, by establishing these 
institutions upon a firm foundation. While the world standeth 
let our land be known as a land filled with faithful ministers, and 
with a church-going and God-fearing people. 

- Our farmers, as a class, may themselves be exemplary in the 
outward observance of religious duties, but, we fear, that while 
solicitous for the worldly advancement of their sons, in too many 
cases they fail to impress upon their minds the important truth^ 
that the great aim of life should be to prepare for eternity. 
A natural, but very mistaken desire on the part of parents, to 
remove every restraint, and gratify every wish of their children, 
frequently results in entirely overlooking their higher interests. 
Receiving a more liberal education than his father, the son soon 
discovers, that in worldly matters, he is the wiser man of the two, 
and at a very early age he begins to think and act for himself; 
and the time of life when the youthful mind is most susceptible 
of good impressions, finds him his own master, free to respect or 
discard religion from his thoughts, as he thinks fit. The result of 
this is a manifest carelessness in the rising generation, with regard 
to religion; and while parents are members of churches, their 
children are too often roving about from one church to another, 
oritieizing all, and joining themselves to none. We fear that 
were we to ask the youth of Canada, to tell iis what they consi- 
dered to be the one thing needful^ we should have to doubt their 
sincerity, if they did not express themselves in dollars and cents, 

, In 1852 there were 1673, or one-eighth part of the population 
of the county of Dundas, between the ages of 15 and 20. " This is 
undoubtedly the period of life when the character is formed— 
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the season when the passions budding and hastening to ripe- 
ness, acquire new vigor, become impatient of restraint, and 
eager for gratification. Then the young man looks around for 
companions and friends — then the calling in life is chosen — the 
principles of action adopted, habits acquired, and those connections 
in business and society formed which usually decide the character 
and fix the condition, both for this, and the future worlds." It 
would be well, alike for parents and children, and a great blessing 
to our country, tf greater care was manifested to instil sound 
religious principles into the minds of our youth, to inspire them- 
with a love and reverence for true religion, and the ordinances of 
the church to which they profess to belong, and to establish them 
in their faith. We might then hope that they would not forsake 
the old paths, or be carried about with every wind of doctrine. ' - 

With these general reflections, we shall now look more particu- 
larly at the different denominations of religious profession that 
exist in the county of Dundas, and endeavor to give a succinct 
and reliable history of the introduction and progress of each. 

According to the census of 1861, there are eighteen different 
denominations of Christians residing in Dundas county, represented 
by the following numbers respectively : — 

WUliaaubargli. 

Wesleyan Methodists.. , 931 

Roman Catholics 597 

Episcopal Methodists 420 

Church of England 916 

Church of Scotland Yl8 

Lutherans 1353 

Free Church 423 

Baptists 98 

Universalists 5 

United Presbyterians 7 

New Connection Methodists.. 16 

Millerites 14 

Church of God 9 

Second Adventiats........** ••••. 
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Gongregationalista 6 .... 2 .... 8 

Unitarians. 3 3 

llormons .../. 1 1 

Quakers 1 t 

NoChurch 32 80. 9 18 130 

Protegtants 7 7 

Infidels 1 1 2 

Totals 5629 64^8 4139 3683 18824 

Thb Lt7THeran Chttech. — In ccmneetion with this Chnreh, 
we shall first state what we believe to be a historical fact, one which 
cannot fail to be interesting to every Protestant in Canada, and 
which is not generally known. It is this — that the first Protestant 
Ohnrch that was built in all the Canadas, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, was built in Williamsburgh, in the County of Dundas. 

The Lutherans of Williamsburgh, in the year 1789, five years 
after their settlement here, commenced to build a frame church 60 
feet by 40 feet in size, on the centre commons ; in fact upon the 
very site of the edifice occupied at present by the Church of Eng- 
land. The new church may be said to have risen out of the ashes 
of the old one, for nearly all the timber of the first, being white 
oak, and sound, was used s^ain in constructing the second, and 
even the arched window-frames of the old church, indicative of 
the Dutch style of architecture, arc the same that characterize 
the present building. The winter setting in earlier than usual^ 
tihe frame was not raised that season, but in March, 1790, it was 
commenced anew^ and the work went on rapidly. 

About the same time they sent an invitation to the B^t* 
Samuel Sehwerdfeger, who resided near Albany, to be their pastor. 
This he accepted the more willingly, as even his sacred office had 
not shielded him from the consequences of the revolutionary war. 
While his exhortations tended, perhaps, to confirm the inhabitants 
of the old Johnston district in thdr allegiance to their king, he and 
his family were thrown into a dungeon by the Republicans, and: 
differed a variety of hardships. He arrived at Williamsbuigh id 
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June, 1790. By him the first Protestant church in Canada was 
that same year consecrated to the service of Almighty God. Its 
name was " Zion's Church.'^ In the church books it was called , 
the German Protestant Church. The English called it the Dutch 
church. 

We might here also -correct, what appears to be a mis-statement, 
lately given by Montreal newspapers, to the effect that 21st of 
Deoember, 1789, was the date when the Jesuits' church in Mon- 
treal, was for the first time allowed to be used for Protestant wor- 
ship in Canada. Mrs. Jacob Coons, now living here, informs us 
that she was married in that church (now known by the name of 
the Recollet Church) in the fall of 1783, by the Chaplain to the 
Forces, six years anterior to the time referred to. She was then 
17 years of age, and still retains a very distinct recollection of 
occurrences about that time. Mrs. Coons states that at the time 
she was married there was no Protestant church in Canada that 
she knew of, nor any until the one in Williamsburgh was built, the 
date of which she has good reason to remember, as her husband 
was a carpenter, and assisted in building it. It is certain there 
was none in Montreal, and that the present St. Gabriel Street 
Presbyterian church, the first Protestant church there, was not com- 
menced until the year 1792. Christ's Church Cathedral in Mon- 
treal was commenced in 1805, and was only completed in 1814, 
so that the church in Williamsburgh was completed two years 
before any other Protestant church began to be erected. 

In the year 1793, the Lutherans petitioned Government for 
one half of the centre commons, in Williamsburgh, for a glebe 
for their congregation. They received a " Licence of occupation," 
from the Surveyor General, which implied the granting of a deed 
at some future time, but as yet no deeds for such lands had been 
issued. An attested copy of this licence of occupation, is in the 
archives of the Lutheran Church in Williamsburgh. They took 
possession of the land, cleared a part of it, planted an orchard, 
and built a parsonage house, which was replaced only ten years 
ago by the present handsome brick parsonage. 
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A ieOdtad okiMii i»m boilt by tte Lttthmais in Mfttfldii, in 
1792. Uif. SdnreidiSiig^r offidatid ia both fli^ie olumlies, txtht^ 
flively in Um Gtman hngnage ; b« died in 1803, haying oftdlated 
Ant netflj finirteeB jms§^ vetj aooeptably to the people. In 1894 
the Bey. Mr« Myeis became pastor of these Lutheran ohnrt^efer. 
He wa« Bbsrily afterwaidi sent to PUladelphia ftr ordination, 
whidi he leocifed, and vetnmed to Dnndas : bnt, being inad* 
e^pntely aapportod, he resigned the diatgee in 1807 and temoyeA 
to Laaeaeiar in Peonaylyittia. 

The BiKt year the Bey* J. G. Weagant reeeiyed a call horn 
these ehnroheSy whidi he aooepted, and for some time preached" 
ftr them aooqitably, residing in the panonagOb He too appears to 
haye been inadeqnalely lapported by the people, and yielding to 
indsoeBasnftSy too temptkig ftr most men to resist, he, in I'd!! 
aeoetly joined the Ohoieh of England, and was reordained by 
Bishop Moantain, in Qnebee« Upon his retom from Quebec, ht 
pretended still to be a Luthenm Minister, and preached aa xwaal^ 
Ufi to that time, offietating as hispredeoess(ns had done, in Oerman 
eiMlusiyely. Snspioions soon hoyreyer arose ^t all was not right, 
fyt he b^gan to use the Bn^ish hock of common prayer, and 
oeeasionaliy to wear ^ba surplice) or Ohurdi of England yestment, 
IHraetiees which gaye sooh offence to some of his fcnmer friendly 
that they dedaied^ thqr would no longer go to hear a man, y^b 
preached to them in ki$ MH deevm. It was in yain he tried to 
conyince tfaen, thai Ihcro was really no dilference, that it was 
only subriitntiag BngUdi for Germaa. A few howeyer, were per- 
anaded by him to j(nn tihe Gkundi of England^ and he obtained 
their signatures to a petition, to enable him to reoeiye a salaiy 
fiKOi Ooyeroment The majority still remained MHiM to the 
ehureh of their &thei8, bat were thrown into a sadly confused 
state by the dsAotioa of th^ minSster. 

In 1814, the Lutherans again rallied, and inyited tKe Bey. Mr. 
m^fers^ to letorn to them onoe more ; upon his consenting to do 
sOf they iMnt iwe sMghs, ia the winter <^ that year, to Pennayl- 
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Tft»ia, and broU£^$ him and his &»% to BimdML When 4^ 
I^utherans desiaiided the puraMmge uid gkfae^ uid tibe flhiifeh 
vhich their ovn hands had built, ftom Mr. Weagaat, he bade 
them defiance, and patting a padlook im thedborAdoof, be posted 
an adveiTtisementy forbidding any pf iiieni, eten to enter the 
cibnreh, nnlees they iroold first aefcnowledge tba thirty nine 
ftrtLcl^s of the Church of England. At lengtib, however, a oom^ 
promise was effected, by wbioh it was agreed^ that the Lullierans, 
might as a favor oecupy the church once in two weeks, bat Mr. 
Wf^gant, despite all the efforts of the Lutherans tQdispoeiMis0hii3&, 
retained possession of the house and ^ebe. During the nest 
th^roe years, while he was quietly enjoying the benefits atladied 
to his new ereed^ his former fellow chwrohmaa, Myers, had to 
d^end upon tiie meaeiave of faith of the fiikhftd, and now fdt 
even more keenly tbin before, disappointment and diseoumgement 
aiaung from the staaitened tircumstances in w^ch he found him- 
self placed. His sitBation under these eircuTOstanceg^ oaih Ibf our 
sympathy, and when we recal to mind, that even a Peter, ^en 
sererdy tried, wns tempted todenyhis Lord and master^ Hie jf«gard 
it as less the faulty than the misfortune of Myers, that in 1817, 
only three yeavs after his return, he too oon&immd to tiie Ohureh 
o^ Snghmd. With all our dujority, we dare not affinn, th«t either 
he «: his predeeessor, in ahandcmii^ tlmir creed, were tminlU' 
enced by a view to the loaves and fishes. 

Mr^ Myers was thenceforth settled in Matilda, and continued 
to officiate there aa fa Spiseopalian Minister, till his deiulh, which 
was hastened kk consequence of a severe faB, by which his Ug 
was Iractnred. 

In 1825, the Luthoraas wm mt«d fiv a sheet time by ^ 
Rev. L h, Sjsnderlie^ but he did not aecspt a call, as they were 
now unable to raise a salary sn%ient JBn: his ss^poM. In WHt 
the Rev. Herman Hayunga was amt to thsfn» and beMae their 
pa^r. Se ^nd b^ a remimAt left cf the onee united and 
faithM Lntheian Ghnseli^ and thnb in n dsfdoiahto «9&dkiim- 
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Withoat a ohurch, disunited among themselyes, and distrusting 
Mm, lest he too might forsake them, as his two predecessors had 
done, his situation was far from being an enviable one. Few 
men indeed under circumstances like these, but would have soon 
sought out a more inyiting field of labor ; but, firm to his pur- 
pose, of at least establishing in their early faith, those who still 
retained a lingering love for the church of their fathers, Mr. 
Hayunga, suffered none of these things to move him. By his 
unwearied zeal in visiting from house to house, and by his earnest 
and faithful public ministrations, he soon gained their confidence, 
so that in a short time, he had the satisfaction of seeing the work 
of the Lord so prosper in his hands, that a respectable congr^a- 
tion of Lutherans was again gathered together, to worship accord- 
ing to their ancient fiuth. In one year from the time of his 
arrival among them, he formed a second congregation, and a 
Union Church, so called, was built by the Lutherans and Presby- 
terians conjointly, in the centre of Williamsburgh. This church 
was consecrated by Mr. Hayunga, in June 1827. To it he con- 
tributed largely of his private means ; it was called St. Peter's 
Church, and it remains there a Union Church still. 

In 1833, the Church of England obtained a deed &om Govern- 
ment, for the land they abeady held in possession, whereby the 
Lutherans were forever excluded from the church, and the church 
property. 

Mr. Conrad Frymire, having generously presented the congre- 
gation, with three acres of land, a short distance above the old 
church, a Lutheran Church was there erected the same year, to 
which Mr. Hayunga, again largely contributed. He continued 
his labors in these two congregations till 1837, when impaired in 
health, he was obliged to resign. To him, under Qod, the Lutheran 
Church in Dundas County, owes its continuance, and whatever 
measure of prosperity it enjoys. 

Seldom since the days of the apostles, has the office of the 
ministry been prosecuted with such generous self denial aa by him. 
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During the eleyen years of his unwearied labors, he neter was 
promised more than $250 per annum, and seldom received $150, 
in the mean time ministering to his own necessities from his 
private means. Daring the first years of his ministry, he officiated 
in German and English alternately, and having quietly brought 
them through the difficult transition state, from one language to 
another, he latterly restricted himself to the English. He was 
succeeded by the Rev. Diedrick Sharts, who officiated in both of 
the Lutheran churches for some time : he demitted his chaise a 
few years ago, and since his time the congr^tion in Front, have 
had no stated minister, although Mr. Hayunga has in the interim, 
given them frequent gratuitous services. St. Peter's is now one 
of the largest Lutheran congregations in this section of Canada, 
and fully occupies the time of its present incumbent the Bev. Mr. 
Bridgeman. 

In 1846, the Government in part atoned for the loss of their 
church and glebe, by granting the Lutherans of Williamsburgh, 
a sum of $2000, together with 37J acres of land. They have at 
present two ministers, two churches, 300 communicants, one par- 
sonage, and about 40 acres of land. Their number in the County 
in 1851 was 1527 souls, and in 1861, it was 1711. The doctrines, 
principles, and sentiments of the Lutheran Churches of Dundas, 
are the same as those of Germany, but the language, and some 
of their usages and ceremonies, are conformed more to those of 
the Lutheran Church in the United States. 

If we may seem to have dwelt unduly upon the history of this 
church, it is because we believe it to have been the first Protestant 
Church in Canada, and moreover, because the history of both the 
Presbyterian and Episcopalian ChurcheSj is so interwoven with 
it, as to be inseparable from it. In what we have written, we have 
but reproduced incontrovertible facts. Havii^g undertaken the 
task of narrating the histoiy of the County, we had no choice 
left, but to state the simple truth. 
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Th> Ghitboh Of Biioi.AiiD.~The doefarmw and pmctioes of 
iii6 Church of Englaiid vere iotrodaQed into tta eonnty, in ^ 
nftnnw we h&ye aheady indicated, in the year 1811, and wen 
piomaigated by Mr. Weagant tiU 1835, when be rangned. Hif 
jkath tock jdaoe aoon after, fbr his tomb atone in the graye yard 
reads thus, — " In memory, of the Bev. Jdin 0*. Weagant, whe 
died Nov. 20, 1885, Mt 73 years." He was imme&tdy mg»^ 
eeeded by the Ber. Gerbrand Beek Lindaay, " an Inaelite indeed 
inwhomwasnogoile." A fidihfiil and earnest ambaaBador of CSunet. 
Neterwaii minister m<ne beloved by his people tiian he. Bven those 
who had nnwillingly come into the pale of the Ghnioh of Sn^^and, 
now ceased to regret the change. By his piety, and brotherly 
lore, he adorned the doctrines which he preached, and by an an* 
Uameable life and conveisation, he exemplified the beanly of holi- 
ness. Under his ministrations, the quondam Lutherans became 
sealous members of the Ohurch of En^and. 

The old church of 1790, associated with somanybygmieefanti^ 
was not ruthlesdy demolidied, but carefully Ukea down, md 
rebuilt under Mr. Lindsay's superintendence ; guided by his eas* 
eeDent taste, a very neat and oomftrtaUe edifice rq>]aoed the mr 
gkial. This, the present churdi, was oonseoraled by Bishop 
Stewart, in 1836. Mr. Lindsay was the first to preach in this 
CSiurdi, exehisiTely in English. He officiated in WilUamsbuii^ 
in Matilda and Sdwardsbur^ during deren years, and may be 
truly said to have laid the foundation of qpisoopacy in the hearts 
ofthepeofdfi. While their original oonneetion with the Ohurdi of 
England, through Mr. Weagant, was rather a matter of exp^ 
diem^, than of deliberate ch(»ce, it was only qow, under the cio- 
quent and earnest teaching of Mr. Lindsay that they came to Ioyc 
and admire it. To the inexpressible grief of his Coi^r^galion, 
he lemoTcd in July 1844, to GomwaH, wihese he died in October 
1845, at the early age of 37, leaying the whole country side to 
mourn his loss. His name, and his Qhrisliui worth wiU nrvive, 
long after those who knew him, themselyes haye disappeared. 
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^b« £^. J^wsrd Boffwell, P. C. L., the present iiu3um}]ieQt, 
was Mr. Lindsay's suoceasor iu Dundas County, and that same 
year (1844) WiU4»m«bi^gh was oreated a Eeotory, and the mj^ 
port of the ivjAcmibe^t wsB thereby secured, for his l^e time at 
least. In CQnsctquefifse of ihe recent secularization of tiie clergy 
ireseryeSy the «alari^ ^tt^ched to the Rectories, will cease with thie 
fffesent Rectum, and in course of time their congre^tions will be 
phumd, in so £»r as e^tero^ aid is concerned, ujpopi a par wit{i 
c^ihers around th^m ; so that upon the renioval of the present 
incumbent, the Spi^copplians of Williamsburgh, who have hither- 
to been members aia. state endowed church, will, in. common wit)i 
^tiier Protestant^, virtually become members <^ a voluntary church. 

In 1857, JXr. Bqsw^ wj^ iostruinenjial in erecting a church in 
Morrisburgh, upon a oonspieiious site, presented for this purpose, 
by James Hodges, £20quire, superintendent of the Victoria Bridge 
at Montreal. This churph is built of stone, in the early English 
jtyle, and was pLaaned by Mr. Bubridge. E^cternaUy it presents 
an antiquated appearance, but internally, its correct proportions, 
stained glass lancet windows, high open roof, and receding chancel, 
are very pleasing a^d appropriate. It is seated for about 250, 
and oost $5,000. It was opened &r worship in 1857; by the 
c Yenerable Arehd^aopn ^ethuae c^ Cobourg, and is called ^^ St. 
.James* Ohur^." 

The Episcopalians of Bi^ndas have at present, three ministers, 
faux ohutches, one parsonage, and about one hundred acres of 
land. The census of 18^1, gave this church in Dundas 2743 
adherents, the same authority places the number in 1861 at 
2666. 

The PttBSBXTiwxA^ CHunoH.— In 1795, the Presbyterians 
, being less numerous tban the Lutherans, had as yet built^ no 
churqb, but aimultaneoii^ly with these, they had received the west 
half of Ijie i^eotre 0ommo^s in Williamsburgh, in the first, second, 
aod 4liird eoneepsicH^^y ^mounti^g to about 70 acres of land. That 
year, Hfnej 4eow^ the serv^ of the Bey. John Ludew^ Broeffle, 

B 
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to be their miniBter, and liTing on terms of good fellowship with 
the Lutherans, were permitted by them, to occupy their pulpite 
alternately. The first Presbyterians in Dundas, were all U. £• 
Loyalists, chiefly Germans, and Mr« Bro^e officiated to them in 
the German language exclusively. Preaching in Maulda^Wil- 
liau^burgh and Osnabmok, he resided in Williamsburgh, and for 
his stipend, he had to depend upon the liberality of his people, 
who seemed to entertain very primitiTe ideas indeed, in r^ard to 
the support of their minister, and we suspect have bequ€»thed 
them^ as a legacy to their descendants. He was esteemed a kind 
and faithful minister of the Gospel, and was universally beloved, 
yet, starange to say, his actual stipend never exceeded $100 per 
annum, and he was destitute of private means. We are at a loss 
•to reconcile the expressed sentiments of his attached flock, with 
iihe extreme ni^ardliness of their contributions for his supp<^ 
'The following original document, beautifully penned, was recently 
discovered, amongst other old papers in possession of one of his 
elders. 

To aU to whom these presents may come*^ 
* M We hereby certify, that the Eev. John Ludewig Broeffle, 
ministear of the Presbyterian Oongr^tion, has ministered unto 
-us for these ten years past, and that he has conducted himself^ in 
that charge, and every other trust, as a good and faithful pastor, 
intwttimony whereof, we the elders of the Congregations of Wil- 
jiamsburgh, and Osnabruck in the Province of Upper Canada, 
have subscribed our names, the 22nd January 1805." 

At the advanced age of 76, he walked from Mariatown to Os- 
nabruck^ (a distance of 15 miles) to preach there, but from the 
effects of this tyver exertion, he never recovered. He died in 
' WiUiamsburgh, in 1815, having labored unremittingly, and endu- 
red all manner of privations and hardships, during 20 years. In 
4823y'tbe Bev. Mr. Johnston, who resided in Osnabruck, preaeh- 
ed in private houses in Mariatown, and elsewhere in Dundas, for 
three or four years* He was foUowed in tiie year 1828, by Ae 
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!Rey« Robert Lyie, who, also residing in Osnftbmck, officiated 
besides, in Williamsburgb, where he sucoeeded in building a 
Presbyterian Chnroh, not however without incurring a conside- 
rable debt in its construction, and which the Presbyterians of 
that time, made no successful effort to liquidate. 

After using this Church in an unfinished state for ten ytdars, 
it was sold for the benefit of creditors, and fell into the hands of 
Mr. Mattice of Cornwall. It was occupied by him as a store for 
the sale of merchandize during some years, and when the works 
commenced upon the canals, in 1844, he sold it to the Roman 
Catholics, by whom it has ever since been used as a chapel. 

In September 1840, Mr. Lyle, who was a Minister of the Irish 
Synod of Ulster, was received into the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada, in connection with the established Church of Scotland. 
Having however unfortunately incurred the censure of the Church 
Courts the following year, he was deposed from the ministty. 
He was foUowed in 1841, by ^Q Rev. John Dickey, who was also 
connected with the Church of Scotland, and who received yearly 
from the Clergy Reserves fund, a considerable salary in addition to 
the contributions of his flock. He was truly an apostolic man, much 
and deservedly esteemed. He labored in the Union Church in 
Williamsburgh, and also in Winchester, and built up a laige con- 
gregation. 

He died in 1851, and was succeeded by the Rev. Thomas 
Scott, during whose incumbency, a grant of $600 was given by 
the Clergy Reserve Commissioners, for the purpose of buUding a 
manse. The congregation accordingly purchased thirteen acres 
of eligible land, and erected a comfortable brick manse. Mr. 
Scott resigned this charge in 1858, removing to the centre of 
Matilda, where he succeeded in assembling a respectable congre- 
gation, and where a comfortable frame church was crpeedily 
erected. He was succeeded in WiUiamsbui^h by the Rev. John 
Davidson, the fimt Scotdiman who had statedly officiated in the 
county* 

St. Peter's Church, which the Lutherans and Presbyteriaas^ 
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lave fbr tliirty-thfee years, j<Nm% aad hannonieittiif aw^ied «f 
a Vaknk Church, hsvuig hy the htpse rf tim^ &neii iato din^ 
fttr, and in ihe BMnn tiBie, both of th€0e hediefl haviag 8tead% 
iaweased in numbers, it has bees resolved, amieaUj to diflsohv 
the conneetion, and eaeh has in eeotemplatioii tibe enetM» of 
a«eperate ^nieh. 

There is anoiher branch of Ppesbyteriaiar in Urn Oemity of 
Bandas stykd ^ the Preabytoian Chnreh of Oanada,^' ilnB ehoreh, 
eommofdy known as the '^ Fbss GstraoH,^ beii^ intimately eon- 
neoted with these last, may be here notieed, aMieoig^ not in strict 
ehronologieal order. 

Abont the year 1847, ihe Ber. CSiafle Qoln, a Fiee Chnreh 
minister reakling in Oormrall, firvt visited Winchester, and other 
psrts of the oomty, and saeeeeded in esganixing several eongie- 
ga4ions in eonno^ion with that body, m localities, otherwise un- 
provided with Qospei Ordinanees. Throngh his instrumentality, 
two churches were erected, one in the township of Winehester, 
and another in the Oolquhoan settlement, in Williamsbwiri^. In 
18&6 he was femally indneted to the pastoral duu^e of Win- 
chester, at this time having a charge in Osnabmck, bnt after a 
few months, he resigned both, and became Free Church Minister 
ef Kemptville. He was followed, in Winchester, by several moB- 
sionaries and licentiates, under the care of the Presbytery of 
Montreal, bnt up to this time no permanent minister has been 
settled anumg them. 

In 1859, the Bev. Mr. Thom, a graduate of Knox's CoUe^, 
^Toronto, was inducted to the pastoral diarge of Williamsbmqgby 
preaching in Morrisbur^, in the Golquhoun settlement, and in 
the sixth concession each sabbath. He resides in Williamsbuigfa, 
** in his own hired house/' 

As an earnest of our desire to see these two bodies of P«£^ 
temns reunited, we herein nnite their statkties. 

The Kirk, and the Free Presbytezians of Dundas, have together, 
three ministers, four churches, six stations without cb 
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OBe manse and gle'be, nmi about tluree hundred communicants. 
In 1651, the Kirk of Seotland Presbyterians in Dundas num- 
bered 2d26« The Free Ghureh,46; together 2962, In 1861 
their sufflbefs r^^peetivelj were, 2144, and 1538, in all 3682. 
Next to Methodism, the Presbj^rian dem^it se^ns to predomi- 
nate^ the inarease in the last tea years has been 25 per cent, shew- 
higf a dUmfy grow^ 

T&ft Free Chaioh in Upper and Lower Oanada, had in 1859., 
1€3 ^Hoehes, and 143 ministers. The Kiik of Sootland, at the 
same time, 135 ehujwhes, aad 107 ministers. The United Pres- 
byterians, 119 ehnrehes, aad 66 ministers. 

The United Presbyterian, and Free GhureheB, have agreed 
apon a basis of union, and are expected to consummate the union 
at the next annual meeting of their respective l^nods, to be held in 
Montreal on the 6th of June next^ when these churehes, united, 
will assume the name of the ^' Canada Presbyterian Ghurek" 
Ikto perpetucu 

Thb Methodist Chukoh. — 1790, is generaliy believed to be 
the year in which the Methodist miseionazy, WilHam Losee, first 
idsited the County of Dundaa. He was sent here by the confe- 
rence of New York, to visit this hitherto unexplored northern* 
r^;ion. During the two next sueeeeding years, his must indeed 
have been like angels visits, few and &r between, &r we learn that 
his cixcuit extended from Niagara to Cornwall, embracing both 
sides of the river, and receding from it, just as far as he could ^^ vrinJ^' 
Lo0ee, is represented to have possessed the spmt of a Boanerges, 
in an eminent degree. * " He was one who would not confer long 
with flesh and Uood, or wait ^ human authorication and appro- 
val in any enterpriase to which he beMeved Ood had called him: 
*^ Plain imd familiar, though very often abrupt in his style, he 
pourtrayed the consequences of an ungodly life, and so vehemently 
urged the necessity of repentance, that many were awakened to a 
sense of their sinfulness, and induced to seek protection in the 
mercy of God." 
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In 1792, we find him assoeiated with ike Bev. Darius Dnn- 
ham, *' a man of good talents as a preacher, plain of speech, 
honest and very blunt, a " character ** no doubt, he was £imiliarly 
known by the soubriquet of scolding Dunham." Between him 
and Losee, the field of labor was divided into the Gataraqui, and 
Oswegotohie circuits ; Losee taking the latter, which embraced 
Bundas County, and Dunham the former. It does not appear 
that Losee was ever ordained, and consequently he could neither 
administer baptism, nor the Lord's Supper ; for these purposes, 
Dunham is said to have left his own circuit, and visited this 
county occasionally. A^r the year 1792, we find no mention of 
Losee at all, which we regret, as we would gladly have followed 
up his career to his life's end. The presumption is, that he 
never attained to the status of a minister. Considering that he 
was held in estimation by his brethren, and that his name is still 
familiar as a household word with Methodists, we are surprised, 
that no sketch of his life has been preserved. It may be said of 
him, ** that no man kiioweth of his sepulchie unto this day," at 
least we have not been able to trace out his carreer. We inoHne 
to the opinions expressed regarding his status, from what appears 
of his life in the History of Methodism by A. Q. Meacham. Y.D.M. 

In the year 1797, tiie first Methodist Church in Dundas was 
buUt upon Point Iroquois in Matilda* A more beautiM site 
could not have been chosen. The point upon which it stood was 
the highest and most picturesque headland upon the St. Lawrence, 
between Brockville and Montreal, and is said to have been a favorite 
spot with the Indians, when holding their councils of war in days 
of yore. It commanded a view of the river, above and below for 
many miles. Towards the north, the landscape then extended, in an 
unbroken plain of dense and gloomy forest to the horiaon. The 
southern shore of the St. Lawrence was clothed with foliage of 
even a darker hue, to the water's edge, and melting away in ihe 
distance, was bounded by the Green Mountains of Vermont, dimly 

aising their lofty heads to the skies. On either side, the spark- 
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ling river, rolled its deep flood, circling around its n;nineroas 
icdands, clothed with stately trees, reflecting their dark shadows 
on its bosom. The church stood amid an umbrageous grove, at a 
place where the spacious highway, described its curve around the 
point. The first edifice was a frame building of very humble pre- 
tension, but in 1830, this was replaced by a large and substantial 
stone church* This might have been handed down to many ge- 
nerations, but the completion of the canals in 1847, and the faoi* 
lities for nulling and manufactures, thereby created, clearly indi« 
Gated the lower entrance of the canal, as the site of the future 
caintal of Matilda. A considerable village had already sprung up 
there, and it was deemed expedient to erect a church, at that 
place. The one upon Point Iroquois, besides being distant a mile 
from the village, became difficult of access, the site upon which it 
stood, together with some 400 acres of land adjoining, being iso- 
Uted by the canal. This church was taken down, and the hand- 
some stone church which, with its glittering spire, now adorns the 
village of Iroquois was built instead. The materials of the M 
building w^e sold for a price '^ and thus " remarked a worthy 
methodist, who seemed to regard the transaction as little less 
than sacrilege, ^' were Zion's stones, converted into a house of mer- 
chandize.'' 

After the building of their first church, the Methodists of Dun- 
das were successively visited by Dunham, Samuel Coate, Thomas 
Madden, William Case, and Joseph Sawyer. The last named, 
arrived in the county about the year 1805, and was the first resi- 
dent minister. He lived many years in Matilda, and was much 
respected. 

During the American war of 1812-14, most of the American 
Methodist Missionaries were withdrawn from Canada^ and for 
some years after, the Methodists were regarded by the provincial 
authorities with a jealous eye. They were wholly supjdied with, 
itinerant, and ever-changing American missionaries, and it was not 
unnatural to suppose, that a tendency to democratic institutions,. 
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might throngli their agencj, be instilled into the minds of the 
people, totally subversiye of that loyalty which was dueby Britk^ 
snbjeots to the British Grown. During this reign of terror in ifae 
history of Methodism, their ministers were not even reeogniaed 
by law ; nor was it nntil the year 1830, that ike laws of Canada 
empowered them to celebrate matrimony, while all marriages eon- 
tracted before any magistrate previons to 1793, and for some years 
after that, were declared to be valid. Shortly after the war, the 
Rev. Joseph Sawyer, then residing in Matilda, was pat npon his 
trial for marrying a conple; he was found gnilty of a high mis* 
demeanor, and was senteneed to fourteen years banishment. He 
and his family were accordingly placed in a casnoe and ferried 
across to the United States. Many of his neighbors with te»s in 
their eyes, escorted him to the water's edge, to bid him Jewell. 
This literal ftdfiUing <^ the law, was generally considered as need- 
lessly severe, and as amounting to little short of persecution. The 
Qoyemment itself relented. After three months' absence, he was 
pardoned, when he again came to Matilda, and remained there 
some years. Subsequently be returned to the States, where 
he died not long since. 

In 1818, a deputation ftt>m the British conference, consisting 
of the Rev. William Pope, his brother, and some others^ visited 
Canada. The Popes took up their head quarters in Matilda, 
where they remained nearly two years. Their ostenable purpose 
was to give the Methodists of Canada, an organization, similar, 
and to some extent affiliated to the British Conference. When 
the object of their mission became apparent, the discord and ex- 
citement which followed were indescribable. The cause o£ 
Methodism in Canada, seemed to be on the eve oi annihilation. 
The American missionaries considered their Intimate rights in- 
ringed upon, and sternly refused subjection to the new mission- 
aries, or those who had sent them. The minority remained in 
connection with the New York Conference uhtil 1828, when they 
formally separated from them, assuming the designation of th^ 
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'^ Methodist Episcopal Ghnroli in Canada/' and are now known 
as Episcopal Methodists. '^ So complete " sajd their historian^ 
'^ was the separation, that the l^shop of the United States who 
presided in the conference preykms to the paasii^ of that resoiu- 
tion, arose and declared that they xaust elect another president 
before they conld proceed to farther business.'' The number <^ 
those who separated, was fifty ministers. 

In the meantime, the Britidi ministers and missionaries firmly 
held their ground. So far as we haye learned, they were esteemed 
good, pious, prudent men, whilst th^ loyalty waa unquestionaUe, 
and inclined the goyernment to r^ard them more faTorably. 
Deeply imbued with a knowledge of human nature, they proved 
themselves equal to the task they had undertaken. They sue- 
ceeded in gaining the confidence of a large portion of the Metho* 
dists in Canada, who very soon alter formed themselves into a 
distinct conference, styled ^^ the Wesleyan Methodist Church in 
Canada." Previous to this oi^anization which took place about 
the year 1820, the Methodists of Canada numbered 6,000 ctm- 
municants, with 36 ministers. Binee that time their numbers 
have increased rapidly in Upper Canada, and perhaps nowhere 
more rapidly llian in the county of Dundas. According to the 
census of 1851, there were in Upper Canada, of Wesleyan 
Methodiste, 96,640, of Episcopal Methodists 43,884, and of other 
Methodists, 67,132, in all 207,656, within a fraction of one- 
fourth part of the entire population. In 1851, there were in 
Dundas County, of Wesleyans 3056, and of Episcopals 1007, in 
all 4063. By the census of 1861, thar numb^s are respectively, 
Wesleyans, 4467; Ep^isdOpal, 2837; New Connection, 15; to- 
gether, 7319, shewing an increase in ten years of nearly 80 per 
cent. The Methodists of Dundas have nine ministers, ten 
churches, thirty preaching stations without churches, and one 
parsonage. 

The Eohan OAtfiOLfo Chxtboh. — The history of this church 
in Dundas, commences at a very recent period. Prevkus to 1844, 
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there were yerj few Catholics in the county. In that year, the 
commencement of the Provinoial canals, induced a large influx of 
Irish and German laborers, professing the Roman Oatiiolic faith, 
and it was deemed desirable to provide for these the means of re- 
ligious instruction. Unable to build a church of their own, they 
made an offer to Mr. Mattice, for the abandoned Presbyterian 
Church, near Mariatown, built as already said in the year 1831, 
but at that time used as a store. Having agreed to liquidate the 
debt incurred by the Presbyterians in its erection, it was handed 
over to them, and being temporarily fitted up as a chapel, it served 
the purpose of the time very well. Very few of those for whose 
use it was obtained remained in Williamsburgh or Matilda after 
the completion of the canals. The greater number of thehi, from 
the fruits of their savings on these works, were enabled to pur- 
chase farms in Winchester and Mountain, where their numbers 
have been greatly increased by emigrants from Ireland, and else- 
where. Since that time they have built a commodious and com- 
fortible stone church in Winchester. They have also repaired 
the old church for future occupation. Their first settled clergy- 
man was the Rev. Mr. Coyle, who left in 1856, and was succeeded 
by the present incumbent, the Rev. Mr. Mead. The Catholics of 
Dundas have one clergyman, and four churches; in 1851 tliey 
numbered 2055, and in 1861, they had increased to 2845. 

RELiaioxjs Statistios. — There are nine Methodist; three 
Episcopal ; three Presbyterian ; two Lutheran, and one Roman 
Catholic, ministers in the County of Dundas, — in all eighteen, or, 
one minister to 1046 inhaUtants. In the City of London, there 
is, of all denominations, but one minister to 10,000 inhabitants. 
In proportion to population, we have nearly ten times as many in 
Dundas. There are twenty-four churches, or, one for every 784 
inhabitants, young and old. 

The sum of $7200 is annually subscribed for the support of 
ministers. One is paid altogether &om the Clergy Reserves com- 
mutation fund. One officiates gratuitously ; the average salary of 
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the remaining sixteen is thus $450 per annum; paid by the 
people. The stipend of two of the Church of England, and two 
of ^e Church of Scotland ministers, (included in the 16) is sup- 
plemented by sums varying from $200, to $450 each. 

The amount of voluntary contributions for religious purposes, 
in the County, for 1859, was as follows : 

Salaries of sixteen ministers at $450 each $7200 

For missionary purposes by Methodists 400 

" " « « Presbyterians 400 

" " " " Episcopalians 87 

" " « " Lutherans 100 

Total contributed for religious purposes $8187 

The number of families was 3000, the average annual amount 
paid by each, $2*73. During the same year each family paid on 
an average $106*76 for store goods^ consisting of tea, sugar, dress, 
tobacco, and whiskey. This is a large amount compared with 
what is spent for religious purposes ; were each family to give 
$3.50 per annum for these;— each minister would receive $600 
per annum, and there would be $900 a year te spare for missions. 

We do injustice to ourselves, inflict a cruel wrong upon our 
ministers, and bring discredit upon our Christian profession, by 
recognising the sum of $450 as adequate remuneration to a min- 
ister of the Gospel. 

In too many cases that pittance, comes not to the minister until 
long over-due, and then, in dribblets, and in " plunder. "* It admits 
of a doubt, whether the actual cash valuepaid to each of these six- 
teen ministers, by their people, exceeds $400 per annum. To say 
nothinig of the expense of keeping a horse, the year round, which 
every country minister must do, we know of no kind of calculation 
by which it can be made to appear, that a man can support a family 
— occupy a respectable position in society — furnish his mind with 
sound doctrines and scholarly attainments — clothe his body with 

* A Canadian-ism signifying barter, or, as here, in kind. 
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beeoming raiment — imd devote all his time and energies to ihe 
work of the ministry — ^upon $400 ! a year. Let any Canadian 
farmer calculate oorreetly what is s|>ent and consumed in his own 
famOy, and he will be puazled to know how his minister manages 
to keep soul and body together. 

It is quite certain that even should we condescend to $100 sal- 
aries, we shall always be able to get lots of $100 ministers. But, 
we have little faith in cheap servants, still less in cheap school- 
masters, and upon the same principle we devoutly pray. — From 
cheap ministers, Good Lord deliver us. 

Clbegy Resbrves. — ^When Canada became a British Province, 
it was expressly stipulated that its inhabitants, who were then 
chiefly French, and of the Boman Catholic faith, should be secured 
in the ^e exercise of their religion, and in undisturbed possession 
of all their church property and endowments. At the same time, it 
was deemed to be only a simple act of justice to those who might be 
expected subsequentiy to people the Province, that similar provis- 
ion should be made ^^ for the maintenance of a Protestant clergy." 
Accordingly, the Imperial act of 1791, conferring a British con- 
stitution upon Canada, also provided, that one seventh part of all 
crown-lands in Canada should be set apart, as a source from which 
this might be done. It was some time before the revenue arising 
from the sale of these lands amounted to any considerable sum, and 
for many years it was monopolized by the Church of England. But 
as the ooun^ gradually became settled, the sums realized fif^om 
the sale of Cleigy Reserve lands, as they were called, swelled to a 
large amount. The Scotch Church, having in the meantime 
greatly increased in numbers, made application for a share of ^e 
'' Reserves Fund." After years of remonstrance, and harassing 
delays, their right was recognized, and they too became participators 
in that fund. O^^bsr bodies sprung up in rapid succession, and 
each claimed an equal right, as Protectants to a share of the spoil- 
It soon became apparent that no system of distribution could be 
devised which would satisfy all parties. The ill-fated Reserves be- 
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came a bone of contention, by which the most unhappy and un- 
christian dissensions were stirred up in the minds of the popula- 
tion, of British origin, all over the Province. The manner of their 
distribution came to be used as a hobby-horse, on which political 
aspirants might ride into Parliament, and when there, waa used as 
political poker, to stir up strife and animosity. The public mind, 
becoming exasperated, demanded their secularization. The Go- 
vernment of Canada, seeing no alternative but a rebellion, yielded 
to the popular clamor. In 1853 they applied to the British 
Government for power to " deal " with the Reserves ; this was 
granted, and in 1854, they were transferred from the church, to 
the state, and the proceeds arising :&om their sale, handed over to 
the various municipalities in Upper and Lower Canada. It was 
however stipulated in the Imperial Act of 1853, that the rights 
of existing ministers, should in no wise be infringed upon, and the 
first act of the Canadian Legislature was to make provision for those 
ministers to whom the faith of the crown had been pledged, by 
securing to them for life, the salaries which they were then receiving 
from that source. An Act was passed authorizing the Government 
to commute with these parties, by paying to each minister such a 
sum, as would, at 6 per cent, secure him for life in the enjoyment 
of his salary. By so doing, every semblance of connection between 
church and state was, forever, abolished in Canada. The minis- 
ters of the Church of England and of Scotland, agreed to yield up to 
their respective churches the whole amount of monies severally re- 
ceived by them, with the understanding, that individually, they 
should receive their salaries as before. In the case of the Scotch 
Church, the ministers agreed to be content with even a smaller sum 
than they might have claimed, in order that new ministers entering 
their church might also share this allowance with them. By this 
act of the clergy, the whole of the commutation money received 
from Government, was funded for the permanent benefit of these 
churches. 
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The Church of England receiyed in Upper and Lower 

Canada £275,851 5 2 

The Chnrch of Scotland 127,4^8 6 

The late United Synod of the Presbyterian Chnrch 2,240 11 

The Roman Catholic Clergy of Upper Canada 20,932 15 

The Wesleyan Methodists in Upper Canada 9,768 11 

Total paid to Protestant Churches. U. and L. Canada, Cy. £436,241 7 2* 

The payments were made in Provinicial Debentures, bearing 
interest at 6 per cent. These w^e sold, and the proceeds invested 
in other securities, yielding from 8 to 10 per cent interest, wbich, 
virtually, increased very considerably the capital amounts at the 
disposal of the several churches. 

At the time that the Reserves were secularized, to so 
large an amount had the fiind accunmlated, that after paying 
the sums above-mentioned, there still remained in the hands of 
Government a large overplus. The amount distributed amongst 
the municipalities of Upper Canada in 1858 was $341,120 j^^^. 
Since 1854, the amount thus distributed cannot be much short of 
one million and a half of Dollars ! On the 1st of January 1860, 
there still remained of Clergy Beserve Lands unsold in Upper 
Canada 261,497 acres; in Lower Canada 463,315 acres: in all 
724,812 acres. 

* Parliamentary Returns. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Constitational cbaages-^First Canadian Parliamen1>-^Dundafl returns 
two members-^Ohanges at the Union-^FranchUe eztended^-Voter's 
Qualification^ Oath, Registration— Member's qualification and remu- 
neration — Council rendered elective — Representatives of Dundas— 
Political aspect--Biographical sketches — Lying Campbell,&c.— Col. 
Crysler^-'Peter Shaver— George Crawford— Reflections. 

In endeavoring to sketch the history of Canada, and of Dundas, 
the writer has, for obvious reasons, refrained from advancing stric- 
tures upon governments, nor has he r^arded any of the changes 
which have taken place in our institutions and laws, in the 
light of political partisanship. He approaches this part of the 
subject in the same spirit, desiring to deal with it, in a strictly 
impartial manner. The history of the county would manifestly 
be incomplete, without some reference to its political antecedents, 
Bnd as all are more or less affected by the enactments of our legis- 
lature, the very brief remarks that follow concerning the past 
representatives of <^ Dundas," will, he trusts, not be altogether 
without interest* 

During the first three years of its existence as a BritiE^ Pro- 
vince, the government of Canada was purely military. Subsequent 
to that period, the French laws continued to be acknowledged in 
matters of civil controversy, and the laws of England were applied 
to all criminal cases, until the year 1774, when, by the Imperial 
Act, known as the '^ Quebec Act," his Majesty was authorized to 
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appoint a Counoil, to consiBt of not more than twenty-three, nor 
less than seventeen persons, which council, with the consent of the 
Grovemor, were to have power to make laws for the good govern- 
ment of the Province. This form of government continued until 
1791, when the province of Quebec was divided into Upper and 
Lower Canada, with separate governors for each. By the Imperial 
Act of that year commonly called the " Constitutional Act,'' the 
power was conferred upon the Governor of Lower Canada, and the 
Lieutenant-Qovernor of Upper Canada, to call together respectively 
a Legislative Council and a L^islative Assembly, to make laws 
for the peace, welfare, and good government thereof. The Legis- 
lative Council was to consist of a sufficient number of discreet and 
proper persons, to be named by the governor, being not fewer 
than seven for the Province of Upper Canada, and not fewer than 
fifteen for the Province of Lower Canada. Each party so appdnted 
was to become a member of the Legislative Council, and to hold 
his seat therein for the term of his life. It wbb also provided by 
the said Act, that the Legislative Assembly of Upper Caiiada 
fihould consist of not less than sixteen members, and that of Lower 
Canada of not less than £% members, to be elected respectively 
by the votes of the inhalntants. It thus became neoesoary to 
divide the Provinces into counties, and to specify by whom thq 
m^nbers were to be elected. As already mentioned. Governor 
Simcoe, in 1792, issued a proclamation, dividing Upper Ganadu 
into counties. The representatives of ihe said counties wene tp 
be elected '' by the majority of votes of such persons aB w^ipe 
British subjects of the full age of twenty-one years, and possessed 
of lands or tenements within the county, in freehold of the yearly 
value Qf forty shillings sterling, or upwards. 

The first session of the first parliament i^ Upper Canada met 
at Niagara, on the 17th of Sept. 1792 ; the second seflsion aisp 
jmt there ; the third, fourth, and fifth sessions met oat New^k, tike 
(h^mwt taking up his idl)ode in a small fann-hoim half a juiie 
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from the village. The second Parliament met at York (Toronto) 
on the l&b of June, 1796, and with the exception of a short session 
of seventeen days, held at NewUrk in 1798, York continued to be 
the seat of government, and the capital of Upper Canada, until 
the union of the provinces in 1840, 

The first act of the Legislature of Upper Canada appointed that 
the common law of England should be acknowledged as the rule 
in all matters of controversy. The second act established trial by 
jury. The seventh regulated the tolls to be taken in mills. The 
seventh of the second session in 1793 was entituled "An Act to pre- 
vent the further introduction of slaves, and to limit the term of 
contract for servitude, within this Province." The eleventh of the 
same session was " An Act to encourage the destroying of wolves 
and bears, in different parts of the Province." 

Dundas county continued to be represented by one member in 
the Assembly, until the year 1828, when, having largely increased in 
population, the principle of representation according to population, 
now so much a matter of controversy between Upper and Lower 
Canada, was applied to Dundas, which thereafter returned two 
members until the union, since then, in virtue of the Imperial Act 
which stipulated that Upper and Lower Canada should be equally 
represented in the Legislature of the united provinces, but one 
member has been returned from Dundas. 

From the time of the Union until 1853, Canada East and 
Canada West continued to be represented by 84 members of 
Assembly, viz., 42 from each, and the voter's qualification re- 
mained at the old sterling forty shilling freehold. In 1853 the 
representation was enlarged to meet the requirements of the rapidly 
increasing population of the province. 46 new representatives 
were added, making the number as now 65 from each section of 
the province. This involved numerous alterations in the limits of 
counties. Some were divided into two or three Ridings, each to 
return a Representative. Portions of others were detached for 
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the same purpose^ and, in a few casea, new oonnties were created. 
Dnndas remained unchanged, and ike only alteration in the 
nnited oonnties was, that the town and township of Cornwall were 
separated from Stormont into a separate constitaencj, thus giving 
the three counties four members instead of three as formerly; la 
tiiat year also, the elective franchise was extended, so as to include 
owners, and tenants or occupiers of real property. That act has sinee 
been amended by 22 Vib. ch. 82, the following extracts from which 
define the franchise, and the system of registration now in force. 

« Every male person entered on the then last rerised assessme^it roll 
in any city or town, as the owner, tenant, or occupier of real property 
therein, of the assessed value of $300 or upwards, or of the assessed yearly 
ralue of $30 or upwards — or, who is assessed in any township as the 
owner of any real property within such city or town of the assessed 
▼alue of $200, or of the yearly value of $20 or upwards shall be entitled 
to vote at any election of a member to represent such city or town in 
the Legislative Council or the Legislative Assembly. 

For counties, townships or villages, not being within the limits of any 
Qity every male person entered on the then last revised assessment roll, 
as the owner, tenant or occupier, of real property of the assessed value 
of $200 or upwards, or of the yearly assessed value of $20 or upwards, 
shall in like manner be entitled to vote for members of the Legislative 
Council or Assembly. 

The clerk of each municipality in Upper Canada shall, after the final 
revision of the assessment rolls, forthwith make a correct alphabetical 
list of all persons entitled to vote at an election of a member of either 
House, within such municipality, together with the number of the lot, 
or other description of the real property, in respect of which each of 
them is so qualified, and the Clerk shall certify by oath or affirmation, 
before the Judge of the County Court, or before any two justices of the 
peace, to the correctness of the list, so by him made out, and shall 
deliver over, on or before the first day of October in each year, a certi- 
fied copy of the same, to the clerk of the peace of the county or union 
of counties, within which such municipality shall He ; and no person 
shall be admitted to vote at any such election, unless his name shall 
appear upon the list then last made out and certified ; and no question 
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of qualification shall be recelTed at any suoh election, except to ascertain 
whether the party tendering his rote is the same party intended to be 
designated in the alphabetical list aforesaid. 

The following oath and no other, may be administered by the deputy 
returning officer, to any person offering to vote, if required by the candi- 
date or his agent, or by the deputy returning officer himself. 

You swear (or solemnly affirm) that yon are (naming the voUry 

whose name is entered on the list now shown to you. That you are of 
the full age of twenty years — that you hare not before voted at this 
election, either at this or any other polling place, and that you have 
not received any thing, nor has anything been promised to you, either 
directly or indirectly, in order to induce you to vote at this election. 
So help you God." 

By 'this arrangement of registration, no one whose name does 
not appear upon the list oau a-ttempt to vote, without personating, 
and assuming to vote in the name of some other person whose 
Bame is therein recorded, and the penalty for so doing is a fine of 
$200, imprisonment for eax months, or both, at the discretion of 
the court before whom he shall be convicted. 

Before any person can be elected a member of tho Legislative 
Assembly, it is requisite that he be possessed of real estate within 
tAie Province to the value of £500 currency, free of all incum- 
brances. The term of a session of Parliament is limited to four 
years, at the expiration of which the members must be re-elected, 
or be replaced by others. It most frequently happens, however, 
that the Parliament is dissolved before the period of limitation 
arrives. The remuneration to members of both houses, is at the 
rate of six dollars per day, if the session does not extend over 
thirty days ; if it extends beyond that time, they receive severally 
a sessional allowance of $600, and no more : they are also allowed 
travelling expenses, at the rate of ten cents per mile, for the 
distance from their residence to the seat of government, to be 
oCHUputed going and returning. 

By the Act of Victoria 19, oh. 140, in 1856, the Legislative 
Council was rendered elective, and to this end the Province 
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divided into forty-eight electoral divisions, — twenty-four in Upper 
Canada, and twenty-four in Lower Canada, each to send a member 
to the Upper House. Not more than twelve members were to be 
elected under this act in any given year, and the elections to recut 
periodically every second year until the whole number were elected, 
the order in which the several electoral divisions were to return a 
member being determined by lot. The qualification for a member 
being £200(J freehold real estate within the division, and the term 
of office eight years. 

The County of Dundas lies in the St. Lawrence electoral divi- 
sion, which comprises the town of Brockville, and the township 
of Elizabethtown, the South Riding of Grenville, the North Riding 
of Leeds and Grenville, and the County of Dundas. George 
Crawford, Esq., of Brockville, was the first Honorable member 
elected in the St. Lawrence electoral division. He was returned 
in 1858, by a majority of 58 votes of the whole division. Hia 
majority in Dundas was 151. Mountain gave him 158 majority, 
Winchester 83, Williamsburgh 75. Matilda showed a majority 
in favor of hia opponent. Dr. Brouse, of 115. 

It may be interesting to preserve the names of those who have 
from the first, and at different times, received the honor of election 
to the Legislature, at the hands of the electors of Dundas. If not 
now, at some fixture time perhaps, the information might be sought 
for and less readily found. It will show that when no great 
ITational questions agitate the minds of a community, personal 
feelings and predilections have more to do with their choice of 
representatives, than either political convictions or allegiance to 
party. Sometimes local considerations may exercise an influence 
in this matter greater than their real importance merit ; still it is 
better that constituencies should send to Parliament men ao- 
quainted with their local wants, and in whose uprightness and 
good sense they can confide, than men who are mere politicians, 
however brilliant their talents may be. The following list of our 
representatives we believe to be correct, and in order : — 
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PABLIAMENT. 



NAMES. 



WHEN 

RETURNED 



SERVED 
IN ALL. 



BBSIDENCB. 



First 

Second .... 

Third 

Fourth 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Seventh. . . . 

Eighth 

Ninth 

Tenth.... j 
Eleventh. 
Twelfth .. 

Thirteenth 

Fourteenth 

Fifteenth. 

Sixteenth 

Seventeenth 

Eighteenth 

Nineteenth 



Alexander Campbell. 

Colonel Fraser 

Captain Weager 

Major Henry Merkley 
Colonel John Crysler 



Peter Shaver 

Peter Shaver and... . 

George Brouse 

Peter Shaver and. . . . 

John Cook 

Peter Shaver and. . . , 

John Cook 

Peter Shaver and. . . 
John Cook ......... 

John Cook 

George McDonell 

John Pliny Crysler, Con, 
Jesse W. Rose, ...... Lib, 

John Pliny Crysler, Con. 
James William Cook,Lib. 






1792 
1797 
1800 
1804 
1808 



1824 
1828 

1830 

1834 

1836 

1841 
1845 
1848 
1852 
1854 
1857 



5yrs 
3 " 
4" 
4" 

16 " 

(( 

ti 

tt 
17" 

9. " 



11 



15 


ti 


3 


tt 


7 


It 


2 


tt 


" 1 


4 


tt 



Montreal. 

Matilda. 

Williamsburgh 



Matilda. 



Williamsburgh 
Matilda. 
Williamsburgh 
Matilda. 
Williamsburgh 
tt 

Cornwall. 
Williamsburgh 



The springs, whence flow the devious streams of political popu- 
larity are unknown to us; judging from past results, however, we 
might almost infer, that like ocean tides, political affairs were con- 
trolled by some mysterious lunar influence ; for with amazing 
regularity, the last five elections have each reversed the preceding 
one in Dundas. Crysler ousted Kose by a respectable majority, 
while Cook left Crysler minus 350 I The liberal party exultingly 
claimed that they had " redeemed " the county ; the conserva- 
tives contended no less stoutly that they were " sold." On the 
occurrence of elections alone, do politics interfere with the harmony 
and friendly feeling of the inhabitants. At these times, however, 
there is a visible line of demarkation in society ; the dormant 
energies of both parties are then aroused, and the contest is usually 
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carried on with much enthusiasm, and neither time nor money are 
spared. Old men and young, rich and poor, voters of every hue, 
qualified and unqualified, have been in times past indiscriminately 
dragged to the poUs ; many of the latter by their affrontery elud* 
ing the vigilance of the scrutineers, and it has not been until alter 
the storm had subsided that illegal votes were dragged to light, and 
then it was of no avail, unless the defeated canditate assumed the 
expense of contesting the election, and if he had done so, the 'pro- 
bability in most cases was, that an equal, or perhaps a greater 
number of bad votes would have been fished out of his own catar 
logue of names. If the existing Voter's Registration Act be faith- 
fully carried out, much fraudulent voting, and its demoraliring 
false swearing will in future be obviated. 

Time was when the County was young, and its inhabitants were 
knit together by the recollection of tho days when they had stood 
shoulder to shoulder in the ranks, in defence of their King and 
Country ; or, when leaving house and home they had together 
sought an asylum from the tumults of civil war in the wild woode 
of Canada. If in these days they were not all of one mind, at 
least they agreed to differ. Then, the recurrence of a parliamentary 
election was a pleasing episode in the life of the early settler, and 
was hailed as the occasion, when old friends long separated should 
meet again. Then, the proceedings were characteristic of the sim- 
plicity of character of the inhabitants : then, was no false swear- 
ing, and rarely any voting at all. The rival candidates in turn 
addressed the people at the hustings, and the contest was decided 
by a show of hands, or by one party moving to the right, and Bte 
other to the left hand ; the returning officer counting heads, and 
declaring accordingly, amid the acclamations of both. At a lat^ 
period a barrel of rum came to be considered as a sine qua non to 
the success of a candidate. This again was succeeded by a time 
when money freely spent yielded a mighty influence in the result 
of elections. In many constituencies at the present day, it is still 
a conspicuous element. This kind of bribery which ministers to 
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42ie baser passions and propensities of our natnre, is the more to be 
deplored, because from the infinite variety of ways in which it nmy 
be practised without detection, it is most difficult of cure. Let 
us hope that this golden age will disappear before the dawn of that 
brighter era, when good common smse shall prevail. When free 
and independent electors shall exercise their right of discrimina- 
tion, unbiassed by " fear, favor, or affection," and according to the 
dictates of conscience. One thing is certain that if electors con- 
cede to any aspirant, the privilege to bug their votes, they may make 
up their minds that he will assume the right to sell their interests, 
when it suits his convenience. As none of the representatives of 
Dundas have so far as we know distinguished themselves above 
their fellow members in the arena of politics, little can be said of 
4he political history of any of them. The first on the list of our 
members may have been a whig or a toiy, a lawyer or a merchant, 
0f such matters there is no record, and the little that is preserved 
ef his history, presents few inducements to prosecute the enquiry. 
His character is summed up in this, that he was familiarly known 
at the time by the unenviable soubriquet oi lying Campbell. 

Erazer, was one of Sir John Johnston's veterans, of good 
family, and extensively connected. A whok-souled warm-hearted 
man, die personification of what the world calls a " good-feUow." 

MsBKLSY, was a U.E, Loyalist — ^a German of the Lutheran 
creed, and a blunt honest farmer ; possessed of limited education, 
and speaking very broken English. His homespun suit of Cana- 
dian gray, and his ofttimes ludicrous pronunciation of the English 
language, added to the energetic, and at times vehement style of 
his delivery, frequently elicited bursts of mingled laught^ and 
applause from the House. He was one, however, neither to be 
laughed down, nor easily intimidated. He knew nothing of the 
art of " chiselling j^ but in his own honest and independent way, he 
i^kejust as he thought. His sentiments were always plainly 
expressed, and to the point. Respected by all parties as a man of 
sterling integrity, he was also of jovial as well as humorous dis- 
position, and was a frequent guest at the Governor's table. 
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John Cook, was also of the U.E. stock, and in his day en- 
joyed a fair share of popularity, having served 15 years in Par- 
liament. He is still living in Williamshurgh. 

McDoNELL, was a lawyer of Cornwall ; he possessed consider- 
able talents, and rather more than an average share of legal 
elocution. It was through his instrumentality that the Lutheraas 
of Dundas received a pecuniary remuneration for the loss of 
their church and glebe. He died some years since in the prime 
of life. 

John Cbysleb, is a gentlemanly, unassuming man, of few 
words, but has the reputation of being a shrewd calculator, and no 
doubt is patiently awaiting the turn of the tide which may possibly 
reseat him in the Legislative Halls. 

E.OSE, was in turn, a merchant, a speculator, a farmer, and a 
newspaper editor. For many years he took the lead in the county 
as an enterprizing and exemplary farmer, was always a staunch 
supporter of the agricultural society, and was the first to intro* 
dace improved breeds of stock in Dundas, and for this deserves to 
be had in remembrance. In his experience, however, farming was 
rather honorable than lucrative : he sold out, became the editor 
of a western paper, which he has since abandoned, and has re- 
commenced a mercantile business. Of limited education, he 
nevertheless possessed fair abilities, and expressed himself upon all 
occasions with great fluency. 

J. W. Cook, the present member, is a nephew of the aforesaid 
John Cook. He is extensively engaged in the lumber trade, and 
is reputed to be a good man of business. 

Two of our past representatives demand more than a passing 
notice at our hand ; we have reference to Colonel Crysler, and 
Peter Shaver, Esq. Both of these gentlemen were U.E. Loyalists, 
who came to the county at its first settlement, and spent th^ 
whole lives in it. They thus came to be inseparably connected 
with its history, and to be universally known by its inhabitants* , 

Few men in any country have had a more remarkable career 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



XmJ] COLONEL JOHN CRYSLBR. 281 

than Colonel John Crysler. He came to the county in 1784, be- 
ing then fi^en years of age, a drummer boy, or as he himself 
used to say, " a sheep-skin fiddler." He early engaged in mer- 
chandize and soon amassed a large property. When at the zenith 
of his prosperity, he had, as it were, the whole county under his 
thumb, and patent deeds for sixty thousand acres of land in his 
chest. As a farmer, merchant, magistrate, a colonel of militia, 
and for sixteen consecutive years the representative of the county 
in Parliament, he was a man of note, and of extensive influence. 
He erected several grist-mills and saw-mills in the county, and for 
many years was extensively engaged in the lumber business* 
Careless of money, his hospitality knew no bounds, his house was 
open to all, and his means were lavished with more liberality than 
discretion. Before the close of his life, however, disappointments 
and losses, occasioned by his indulgence to private friends, as well 
as by failures in his commercial speculations, supervened, and he 
had to confess with the wise man of old that " all is vanity." 
Rapidly as he had accumulated a handsome fortune, even more 
swiftly did his riches " take to themselves wings and flee away." 
He died at Finch in 1850, at the advanced age of 81 years. 

Peter Shaver, Esquire, was born near Johnstown on the banks 
of the Mohawk River, in the State of New York, in October 1777. 
His father was a well-to-do farmer, had a numerous family, and 
was surrounded with all the comforts that rural life affords. A 
frugal, industrious man was he, and a hot-headed old tory to boot. 
At the commencement of the war he was one of the first to volunteer 
the services of himself and of his three eldest sons, in support of the 
royal cause. Leaving his wife and family on the farm, he joined 
Uie standard of Sir John Johnston, served under him during the 
whole of the revolutionary war, and came with his regiment to 
Canada, in the year 1780. During his absence his house and 
i^m were plundered, his family rendered houseless and home- 
lesSj and his property seized upon, by bands of ruffians, who 
recognized no authority but that of mob law." In this des- 
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titate eondition his wife and children w^re permitted, under a 
flag of truce, to make their way, as best they might, through 
the woods to Canada. After enduring incredible hardships, th^ 
reached Ticonderoga, whence they hoped to be conveyed in a 
boat through Lake Champlain ; the boats, however, were frozett 
fust in the ice, and nothing remained for them but to set out 
afoot on their weary pilgrimage along the margin of the lake^ 
The mother carried her infant in her arms, while the elder boys 
drew the younger ones upon a hand sleigh, a. distance of over 
one hundred miles upon the ice, to Isle aux Noix. Here they 
were for a time sheltered from the cold, in an Indian wigwam, and 
Were afterwards transferred to the barracks. The whole family 
oame to the county of Dundas with the other settlers in 1784, and 
Mr. Shaver has continued to reside there, with very little int^^ 
mission ever since. 

In youth, he served his apprentice-ship as a mill-wright, but did 
not long follow that calling. In 1 799 he married, and shortly aftei^ 
wards entered into the lumber and mercantile business, which be 
prosecuted with varied success until the year 1848, when he 
retired. A few years ago, Mr. Shaver was afflicted with total 
blindness; at his advanced age, few would have had the fortitude 
to submit to the pain of an ophthalmic operation, or had faith to 
believe in the possibility of a remedy ; he however had both, and 
a skilful operation completely restored his sight. He is now in 
his 84th year, active in mind and in body, remarkable for his 
genial flow of spirits, his rare intelligence, and intimate acquain- 
^nce with all that is going on in the world around him. That 
he was respected by his fellow-men is sufficiently attested by the 
circumstance of his having, for seventeen consecutive years, repre- 
sented his county in Parliament. He received a commission as 
ensign in the Dundas Militia more than fifty years ago, and was 
appointed Lieutenant Colonel in 1847. 

In this connection we shall mention but one more name, and 
although the individual is neither a native of the County of Dundas, 
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nor a resident in it, yet the position which he holds in relation to 
it, justifies us in noticing him. 

More than forty years ago, a stout young lad with fair hair and 
ruddy cheeks, landed on the wharf at Quebec, a friendless emigrant 
firom the Emerald Isle. He had left his native land, to carve out 
for himself, a new home in the New World. There was nothing 
in his outward appearance to distinguish him fyx)m other emigrants^ 
nor was his address remarkable otherwise, than for his rich"5ro^«e." 
He had received a tolerably good education, and his countenance 
bespoke intelligence, rather than any extraordinary mental e/t^ 
dowments. His heart was light, and so was his pocket, while Ids 
thick-set frame and brawny arms, seemed to indicate, that if ever 
he should distinguish himself in Canada, it would be in the back- 
woods, among those, " who lift up the axe against the trees." 

The same individual now resides in a princely mansion, on t^ 
banks of the St. Lawrence, surrounded by numerous friends, en- 
joying the well-earned fruits of his own industry. He is regarded 
''BS a man of influence in high places, and the inhabitants of a 
District, containing one thousand five hundred square miles of 
territory, and polling seven thousand voters, have recently testified 
their respect for his int^ity, by conferring upon him, the highest 
honor in the people's gift — a seat in the Legislative Council of 
his adopted country. The quondam Irish emigrant, is the Hon. 
Gborge Crawford of Brockville, whose career we notice thus, 
as an example of what has been done by hundreds ofoth^s, in 
this rapidly rising colony, and mcore particularly, that his example 
may stimulate our youth to habits of industry and perseverance. 

Immediately upon his arrival in the Country, he went ^^ into 
iAke bush," and set to work in earnest, to cut down the trees, to 
pile up the log-heaps, to eradicate the blaokened stumps, in fine^ 
^' to make him a clearance." At the end of seven years, of hard 
labor, he found that he had cleared one hundred acres of land, 
without having added anything to the weight of his pocket ; it WM 
even lighter than when he had began. In 1827, he took a con* 
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tract on the Bidean Canal ; here he had to contend with difficulties, 
ohieflj arising from the lack of capital ; however, hy dint of per- 
severance and energy, joined to judicious management, he came out 
of that contract a gainer to a considerable amount. In 1832, he 
tendered for a large contract on the Cornwall Canal. Upon the 
day of opening the tenders, he was told by one of the commissioners, 
that as there were other good tenders for the work lower than his, 
he could expect no contract, and that he might as well return home* 
Next morning he rose before daylight, in hopes that he might get 
away from Cornwall, before the friend with whom he was staying 
should witness his disappointment. But his host was wide 
awake, and heard the stealthy footsteps pass his bed-room door. 
He arrested the fugitive, and persuaded him to remain until the 
decisions were announced. How it came, — let the commissioners 
tell, but, before night, he was secured in a large and profitable oon- 
tract. In 1842 he contracted for a large portion of the Beauhamois 
canal: upon this w(^k alone he cleared a handsome fortune, 
which placed the cap sheaf upon his previous successes. The ball^ 
was now at his foot, his name was up, and he could have com- 
manded as much public work as he chose to undertake. It was i^ 
this period, that he proved an exception to the general rule of hu- 
manity. He said to himself, to use his own words, '' I have enough 
— I am quite satisfied that the world owes me nothing. It has done 
better for me, than I ever expected or deserved, and for this I 
thank a divine providence, who, I can sincerely say, has blessed 
me more than I could ask for, or am worthy to receive." 

Afier his retirement from Public works, he was twice elected to 
Parliament, as representative of the town of BrockviUe, and with- 
drew £rom that position, with a view of offering himself as a can- 
didate for the Upper House; in the newly formed St. Lawrei^oe 
doctoral division. In this contest he was successful. 

Mr. Crawford commanded a company of volunteers during the 
Eebellion, and was appointed a commissioner for settling the Be- 
bellion losses^ to the inhabitants of the Province. It was mainly 
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at his instigation, that the present location of the Grand Trunk 
Railway, along the front of the St. Lawrence was determined npon. 
Of this road he is now a director, and has been since its commence- 
ment. He is also a director of the Brockville and Ottawa Rail- 
way Company. 

The political history of Canada reads us a salutary lesson, which 
we do well to ponder. From it we may learn the folly of attempt- 
ing to redress grievances, whether real or imaginary, by any 
other than constitutional measures. " Vox populi vox Dei " was 
never more truly said of any people than of Canadians, and has been 
fully verified in many of the changes that have transpired. As 
for instance, in the secularization of the Clergy Reserves, and 
in the substitution of an elective Legislative Council for that 
formerly nominated by the Crown, and which to have advocated 
a few years ago had seemed little short of treason. Even the cit- 
izens of the United States, who were wont to boast that there 
waa no freedom like unto theirs, now, freely concede, that the 
position of Canada as a dependency of the British Crown, is de- 
cidedly preferable to the relation that any single State of the 
Union, bears to the Federal Government. " It is a curious fact*' 
says the Washington Constitutional of Ist Jan., 1861, " that prac- 
tically the Provinces of Britain at this moment, enjoy a freedom 
which the black Republican would deny the sovereign States. 
States, they insist, may not secede — shall not secede— and shall 
be punished summarily if they attempt to secede. Contrast this 
view with that which the modern Colonial rule of Britain spreads 
before her Provinces, For years past Canada has been told 
authoritatively, that its people are masters of their own future ; that 
they are at liberty to assume the attributes of nationality, 
whenever they feel equal to its responsibilities : and the imperial 
government will place no obstacles in their path. The Canadians 
have but to avow themselves secessionists and they may become the 
citizens of a sovereign state without the dread of being '^ whipped/' 
^< subjugated/' or coerced after the manner in which our 
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ohivalrous ooeroicmiBts would frighten South Carolina, and sister 
oommonwealths, into the worship of some fanciful impersonation 
of Federal authority." 

Never before did sueh a concession emanate from the core of Re- 
publicanism, jet it is surpassed by the following petition to the 
Senate and Representatives of the State of Maine, in L^slatare 
assembled, dated the lOlh Dec. 1860, and signed by over nineteen 
tibousand republicans. 

" We, the undersigned, respectfully request that your Hdnora- 
Ue body will appoint commissioners to confer with the British 
Qovemment in regard to an immediate annexation of the State of 
Maine to the Canadas : also to make arrangements for an im* 
mediate secession of the said State from the General Govern* 
ment." 

We may live to see important changes in the constitution of 
Canada — ^we may possibly see all the British North American 
Colonies united into a great confederation, but we trust that in 
our day at least, the connecting link which binds us to Great 
Britain will not be broken — and that the banner of Old England 
will long continue to float over our citadels, and be regarded as the 
emblem and guardian of our rights, civil and sacred. 
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CHAPTER XIT- 

The St. Lawrence Canals.— The Elliots.— Steam Navigation, History of, 
on River, Lake, and Ocean.— Ounard, Collins, Canadian and other 
Steamers. — The Great Eastern.— Grand Trunk Railroad. — Victoria 
Bridge. — Benjamin Chaffej. 

The CanjJs situate in the County of Dundas are worthy of 
notice, forming, as they do, links in the chain of the " St, Lawrence 
Canals," the most stupendous works of the kind to be found in the 
world. They were constructed with a view to overcome the natu- 
ral obstructions to the navigation of the St. Lawrence, caused by 
the various rapids existing between Montreal and Prescott. These 
Canals, with the exception of the "Junction," were completed in 
1849, and are of various lengths, of from one mile to twelve ; in 
all, they are 43 miles in extent. The total expenditure of the Pro- 
vince on their construction up to the first of January, 1860, was 
$5,418,770. 

"The Galouse," "the point Iroquois," and "the Junction 
Canals," now form one continuous canal of 7^ miles in length, 
terminating at Iroquois in Matilda. This Canal, the " Eapid du 
Plat," 3 miles in length, lying in Williamsburgh, and the " Farrans 
Point," of one mile in length, in Osnabruck, are all called the 
"Williamsburgh Canals," and are under the superintendence of 
Mr. Isaac N. Hose of Morrisburgh. The Williamsbui^h Canals 
have cost up to the present time for construction, $1,320,476, of 
which the "Junction" completed in 1859^ cost $230^736: they 
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are 10 feet deep, 100 to 150 feet wide, with locks 200 feet in length, 
and 45 in width. The locks are all of cut stone, built in the 
most substantial manner, and finished in the best style. The lock 
gates are now constructed of solid pieces of timber from 15 to 18 
inches in thickness, dowelled and bolted together, and are con- 
sidered to be an improvement upon the old style of framed gates ; 
each set of gates consisting of four leaves costs from $5,000, to 
$6,000. A swing bridge when placed over one of these locks 
costs $3,000 ; and the cost of one of the St. Lawrence locks 
complete is from 50, to $60,000. 

It is in contemplation to deepen all these Canals to 11^ feet, and 
to lengthen the locks to 350 or 400 feet. The sum estimated for 
the deepening alone amounts to one million of dollars. The ex- 
pediency however of first ascertaining the effect of Canadian Rail- 
ways upon our water communications will, in all probability, prevent 
the immediate expenditure of any large sum for this purpose. 

While the St. Lawrence Canals have conferred an incalculable 
benefit upon the commerce, and have added largely to the general 
prosperity of the Province, the hitherto limited trade of the coun- 
try has fallen immeasurably short of creating the amount of traffic, 
which their ample dimensions were designed to accommodate, and 
which the large expense of their construction demanded. Unfor- 
tunately, from some cause or another, they have hitherto been 
unsuccessful in diverting the trade of the great lakes into the chan- 
nel of the St. Lawrence ; and while the works from their massive 
structure will remain for ages, a monument of the public spirit of 
a young colony, whose population when they commenced the un- 
dertaking, scarcely exceeded a million of souls, it is discouraging 
to record, that during the year 1859, after paying for repairs and 
management, the net revenue of the whole chain of the St. Lawrence 
Canals was but $728,861 The falling off, as compared with 
former years was doubtless caused by the competition of the Grand 
Trunk Eailroad, whose facilities for carrying through fi-ei^t 
ficom the ^a-board to Detroit, are only now being fully brought 
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into play : while the rapidity of their movements has enabled the 
Railway Company to monopolize the passenger traSfic. 

In May 1860 by an order in Council, the St. Lawrence Canals 
amongst others were thrown open, absolutely free of toll, to all 
vessels whatsoever, whether such vessels be American or Canadian. 
The decrease in the revenue from all the public works by this act, 
will probably be about 8110,000 per annum. We must confess, 
that although this act of the Qovernment bears upon the face of it 
the stamp of a liberal and enlightened policy, it puzzles us to ascer- 
tain the particular mode in which the Province is to be remunerat- 
ed. Whether it will benefit most the western producer, the 
forwarder, or the shipper in Montreal, or whether as doubtless 
contemplated it will exercise a reflex benefit upon the whole com- 
munity, remains to be seen. One thing is certain, the Province 
cannot afford to lose 9110,000 per aiinum,and if it does revert to 
the exchequer in some indirect manner it must eventually come 
directly from the pockets of the inhabitants generally. 

The Williamsburgh Canals were constructed in various sections 
by different contractors. The only one who has continued to 
reside in the County is Mr. William Elliot. He, in company with 
his brother Andrew Elliot had extensive contracts on these works. 

The Iroquois Canal was more difficult of construction than any 
of the others, the greater part of it required to be blasted out of 
the solid rock, and much difficulty was experienced in excluding 
the water while finishing the bottom. The original contractors 
succumbed under the difficulties, stopped payment, and left the 
country ; for a time the work was suspended and eventually it was 
completed by the Messrs. Elliot, who, with their well known per- 
severance and energy surmounted every obstacle. The " Junc- 
tion " Canal was also attended with difficulty in construction, 
though of a different kind ; here too the original contractors not 
only Mled, but their sureties after a hard struggle to carry on the 
work were forced to abandon it, after having incurred heavy losses. 
Mf . Andrew BQiot again came to the rescue, and despite of all obsta* 
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eles pushed it through to a successful terminatioD. Both brothers 
have since then been engaged in eztensiTe contracts for railways and 
other public works, in all of which they have been characterized 
by unflinching honor and int^rity in the Ailfilment of their agree- 
ments, and by an amount of energy rarely equalled by any con- 
tractor. 

Andrew retired to Cornwall, where he erected extensiye mills. 
William settled in Matilda, and in 1850 also erected an excellent 
stone grist mill there at the same time that Mr. Chaffey built the 
large mill upon the canal in Williamsburgh. The Matilda mill 
was unfortunately burned down a few years after, but was rebuilt 
immediately, with an additional run of stones, and eyeiy modem 
improyement. It has since then proYed, as indeed all these mills 
along the line of the St. Lawrence Canals, of great benefit to the 
surrounding country. 

Mr. William Elliot came from the Scottish side of the borders, 
in the year 1828. He resided two years at Lansingburg in the 
state of New York. In 1831 he purchased a farm near Ormstown, 
Lower Canada, then situated in the midst of a wilderness > his 
father came out in 1834 and settled upon the farm, and his brother 
Andrew came the foUowing year. In 1840 Mr. Elliot commenced 
bufdness as a brewer at MouUinette, where after 3} years his 
establishment was burned down which occasioned him a heayy loss. 
At yarious times he has been elected to municipal honors, — as 
reeye of Iroquois, and an influential member of the Counties 
Council, he was appointed warden of the United Counties in 1858. 

In connection with the canals we may mention a few facts regard- 
ing the nayigation of the St. Lawrence by steam, and of steam- 
boats generally. 

The ingenuity of our American cousins, is more conspicuous, in 
their aptness to discoyer at a glance, the practical utility of new 
inyentions, than in their original conception, and is only equalled 
by the unblushing assurance with which they appropriate to them- 
sdyes the credit. As an instance of this we might mention the 
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reaping machine, claimed to be an American invention^^ though a 
Scottish implement, that had been many years in use, supplied the 
model of the American, so called, invention. This propensity is 
eyen more transparent in the introduction of steamboats. By 
Americans Fulton is said to have been the first to have applied 
the newly invented steam engine to the propulsion of boats ; in 
other words, that he was the inventor of steamboats. And one- 
half of the world believe that he really was ; the other half, how-* 
ever, happen to know that the American invention was merely the 
practical application of another Scotchman's successful experiment, 
and the credit claimed, the surreptitious appropriation of the 
Scotchman's fame. '' Chamber's Encyclopedia," no mean autho- 
rity, tells us that Symington, a Scotchman, built a steamboat, 
which was placed on the Forth and Clyde Canal in 1802, and which 
was first tested as a tug boat. On this occasion two loaded vessels 
of 70 tons burden each, were towed a distance of 19^ miles in siz 
hours against a head-wind so strong that no other vessel in the 
canal could move to windward on that day. This boat had a 
single paddle wheel in the stem, and was impelled by a horizontal 
cylinder of 22 inches diameter, and four feet stroke, working by 
means of a connecting rod and a crank on the axle of the wheel ; 
ihe rudder was double, on account of the peculiar position of the 
wheel, and the steering apparatus placed in the firont part of the 
vessel. The speed of the vessel going alone was ^x miles an 
hour. Symington's vessel excited great interest, and while he busied 
himself working it and devising forther improvements, another 
" chieV^ specially busied himself in " takin notes' Eulton, not only 
closely examined this novel and successftd steamhoaty but closely 
interrogated the builder as to the construction of every part of it. 
Symington showed him every attention, performed a satisfiictory 
voyage solely on his account, and gave him all the information he 
wanted besides ; and, to say the least of it, it was ungenerous in 
Fulton, that he took no subsequent aotice of him. Under a 
feigned name, Fulton ordered an engine from Boulton and WattSj 
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in England, took his departure for New York and immediately 
commenced to build a boat. The engine was sent after him, and 
English engineers with it, to fit it up in his vessel In 1807 he 
Sttocessfully performed the trip to Albany from New York in the 
<< Glennont," at the rate of five miles per hour running time* 
Thus were steamboats first introduced in America. The second 
was the ^' Car of Neptune " also built on the Hudson in 1809, 
and the third steamboat we read of in the New World, was the 
'< Accommodation," which was built by the late Hon. Gleoige 
Molson of Montreal, and commenced to ply regularly between 
Montreal and Quebec on the 6th of November, 1809. This vessel 
was 87 feet in length, had berths for 20 passengers, and made her 
maiden trip in 36 hours running time, equal to a speed of 5 miles 
an hour. She was quite as much an object of interest to the 
Quebecers then, as is now the Great Eastern to all the world. 
The Quebec Mercury, announcing her arrival, remarked. ^' She is 
incessantly crowded with visitors. This steamboat receives her im- 
pulse from an open spoked perpendicular wheel on each side, with« 
eut any circular band or rim ; to the end of each double spoke is 
£xeA a square board which enters the water, and, by the rotatory 
^notion of the wheels acts like a paddle. No wind or tide can stop 
her.'' The general use of steamboats for passenger traffic in 
Britain commenced with the " Comet," built by Heniy Bell on 
the Clyde in 1812. 

The first steamer on the Upper St. Lawrence and the lakes, uras 
tlihe " Ontario," a staunch sea boat of 270 tons, which began to 
ply in 1817, and performed the trip between Ogdensburgh and 
Lewiston in ten dayn. The '' Iroquois," built upon Symii^ton's 
j^lan, with one large wheel across the stem, was built expressly fer 
stemming the swift'currents between Prescott and Dickinson's Land, 
ing. She had so much difficulty in ascending the river, that, at 
the Rapid du Plat and other points posts were sunk at short dis- 
tances along the shore, to each of which, in succession, she made 
fast until steam enough was raised to carry her on to the nezt^ 
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She ran only two seasons and then abandoned the route. The 
" Blaek Hawk," built at French Creek, was used by the Americans 
for several seasons, afterwards sold to the Canadians and succeeded 
the " Iroquois," under the name of the " Dolphin." This was a 
powerful and fast boat, and had no difficulty in ascending the river. 
Since that time a vast number of splendid steamers have continued 
regularly to navigate our waters. 

In November, 1838, the " Dolphin," having on board a number 
of rebel prisoners, descended the Long Sault and Cascade Eapids 
and wintered at Lachine, the following spring she was towed up the 
rapids at great expense. Much difficulty was found at the Longue 
Sault, a particular part of which seemed to defy all their effi>rts to 
get the vessel up. The current shot down with such rapidity 
that the " Dolphin " was at times in danger of being towed under 
water, and anon was dashed with violence on the river bank. 
After four weeks, however, of incessant toil, and, with the aid of 
twenty yoke of oxen, besides horses, capstans and men, added to 
the working of her engine, she was got up, the first and most likely 
the last steamer that will ever accomplish the feat. 

The " Jack Downing," a small steamer of 35 feet in length, is 
often mentioned among the early boats on these waters. This boat 
was built at Carthage, in Jefferson County in 1834, and was 
drawn upon wheels to Sackett's Harbour, a distance of 30 miles. It 
was used for a short time as a ferry-boat at Waddington, making 
occasional trips up and down the river, aided at the currents by 
the poles of her crew (3 in number). Shortly after, the " Eapid," 
built upon a novel principle, and consisting of two hollow cylinders, 
the shape of two cigars, 10 feet apart, with a large wheel in the 
middle, appeared, fitted up with the engines of the " Jack Down- 
ing." Her first trip down the river was also her last. After many 
fruitless attempts to return, she was wrecked upon a small island, 
and was for a time abandoned. Eventually, it was taken by way 
of the Ottawa and the Rideau Canal to Ogdensburgh, where it 
plied as a ferry-boat. 
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The winter of 1837 was somewhat remarkable for the long con- 
tinuance of open navigation. On the 17th of January in that 
year, the steamer '' Eangston/' ran up as &r as Presoott loaded 
with red coats. 

It was about this time (1837) that the great problem of success- 
fully crossing the Atlantic Ocean by steam, ei^aged the public 
mind, and was practically solved. This circumstance may be 
regarded as the most important era in the history of America since 
its discovery, and it therefore becomes intei%sting to trace the pro- 
gress of Ocean steam navigation from its commencement. 

As early as 1819, a steamer named the '^ Savannah" of 380 
' tons, sailed from New York to Savannah, and thence direct to 
Liverpool, arriving there on the 21st of September after a voyage 
of 18 days, " as she drew near the city with sails furled, and 
American banners flying, the docks were lined by Ihiousands of 
people, who greeted her with vociferous cheers."* This proved the 
possibility of a steamer performing an ocean voyage of 3000 miles 
at a stretch. Shortly after this, a prize of £] 0,000, was offered 
by the British Government, to the party who should first perform 
a successful steam voyage to India. The prize was won by Cap- 
tain Johnston, who sailed from England on the 16th of August 
1825, in the steamer " Enterprize,'* of 120 horse power, and 
reached Calcutta on the 7th of December. The entire distance 
run was 13.700 miles, and the time occupied, 113 days, during 
10 of which, she was at anchor. She ran under steam 64 days, 
and consumed 580 chaldrons of coals, the rest of the voyage being 
under sail. There was but one coaling station on the route, 
namely, at the Cape of Good Hope. The greatest days run under 
steam was 225 miles; the least, 80, and the speed of the vessel in 
smooth water was eight miles an hour.f 

The enormous expense of fitting out, and working ocean steam- 
ers,added to their limited capacity for carrying freight,retarded their 

* Scientific American, f M. Martin's His. India. 
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general introdaction for some years after their capabilities had 
been tested. In 1835, the steamer ^^ Eoyal William/' made a 
voyage from Halifax to Liverpool, but it was reserved for the 
*^ Great Western'' to test the matter, as a remunerative commer- 
cial specidation. This powerful steamship of 1340 tons, built 
expressly for the route, departed from Bristol on the 7th April 
1838, and reached New York on the 23rd, the running time occur 
pied on the passage was under 14 days. In every sense of the 
word, she proved a success, and for many years this pioneer of 
ocean steamers, continued to cross, and re-cross the Atlantic with 
marvellous r^ularity. The " Sirius,'' a Clyde-built steamer made 
a voyage during the same year, and arrived at New York on the 
same da;^ as the Great Western, having been 18 days at sea. 

No sooner were these results known, than Messrs. Cunard k 
Co., of Halifax and London, entered into a contract for a term of 
years, with the British Government, to convey the mails by steam 
between Liverpool and Boston, calling at Halifax, and connecting 
there, with steamers to Quebec, Newfoundland and Bermuda. A 
magnificent feet of steamships was constructed for the service. 
The Britannia^ Columbia^ Caledonia, and Acadia were the first 
of the line, that under theiiame of the ^' Cunard Steamers,'' have 
continued ever since, to bridge as it were, the Atlantic, with a 
precision, speed, and comfort, that have been the admiration of 
the whole world. The Brittania, made the first voyage to Boston 
in 14 days 8 hours, ariving on the 18th of July, 1840. For 
many years the service has been performed weekly, from each side 
of the Atlantic, and from the commencement they have been libe- 
rally subsidized by Government, The Imperial subsidy at present, 
amounts to over £3000 stg. per trip, out and home. With this 
assistance it may be said, that little thanks are due to the compa- 
ny for maintaining an efficient line of steamers, but their almost 
total exemption from marine disasters, especially when placed in 
contrast with other rival lines, and the consequent confidence placed 
in them by the travelling community, indicate a perfection of man- 
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agement, order and punctuality, thai haye never yet been equalled, 
and that are deserving of Governmental encouragement. One 
solitary mishap, and that, unattended by the loss of a single life, 
is all that stands recorded against them, during a career of twenty 
years. The Columbia went ashore in a fog, near Cape Sable, on 
the iron-bound coast of Nova Scotia ; but though the vessel perish- 
ed, yet, through the presence of mind, and discipline of the oficeis 
and crew, under providence, every soul was safely brought to shore. 

The success of the Cunard line, induced the Americans to enter 
the lists of competition. A nobler fleet of steamers than the 
'^ Collins'' line, could not well be conceived ; built and fitted 
regardless of expense, for the very purpose of excelling, and if pos- 
sible, of driving the '^ Cunarders"' from the ocean : — subsidized 
too by their Government, and commanded by experienced cap- 
tains, they nev^theless met with a series of disasters, through which 
they forfeited public confidence, and utteriy fisdled as a commercial 
speculation. The Arctic in 1854 came in collision with a steamer 
at sea, off Newfoundland, and sank to the bottom, oooasioning the 
loss of 322 lives. In 1856, the Fadfic foundered in the deep, 
and no vestige of the ship nor of her living cargo was ever disco- 
vered. The line dwindled down in numbers and in repute year 
by year — the subsiify was at length withdrawn, and the ^^ Collins 
Line'' that had owned the Atlantic^ the Pacific^ the Baltky the 
Arctic, and the Adriatic, ceased to exist. 

In 1853, a Liverpool firm contracted to run a Hne of Ser&o 
Steamers irom Liverpool to Canada — ^twioe a month to Quebec in 
summer, and once a month to Portland during the winter. The 
Province engaged to pay them a subsidy of £1238 currency per 
trip, under certain conditions, one of which was, that they fi^ould 
not average over 14 days on the outward, nor 13 days on the 
homeward voyage. The ships of the first year were, the Genava^ 
Ladxf Eglinton, and Sarah Sdrhds, — Th^r average passages were, 
— Geneva, 20 days out and 15 home : L. Eglinton 14 out, 12 
home: Sarah Sanok 22 out and 18 home. Next year, the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



XIV.] MONTREAL OCEAN SCREW LINE. 297 

Cleopatra, Ottawa, and Charity, were added to the line. The 
Cleopatra made her first tarip to Quebec in forty three day 9 ; the 
Ottawa never reached Quebec at all, but after dodging about some 
time, among the ice at the mouth of the St. Lawrence, made for 
Portland: the Charity having sailed from Liverpool a month 
after the Cleopatra, reached Quebec in 27 days, and found the 
latter still in port. As a matter of course the contract was can- 
celled. An agreement was next entered into with the Messrs. 
Allan, who represent the present very efficient line of screw stea- 
mers, known as belonging to the " Montreal Ocean Steamship 
Company," originated and sustained by Canadian enterprize and 
capital. In terms of this contract, the sum to be paid to the 
Company was £25,000 a year, for fortnightly trips in summer and 
monthly ones in winter. In May 1859, the Company represented 
that owing to the depression in trade they were unable any longer 
to sustain the line, without i^rther assistance. The Canadian 
Government, nobly stood by this Canadian enterprize, and largely 
increased the subsidy, requiring as an equivalent, the performance 
of a weekly service summer and winter. This Company now 
receives $416,000 per annum, and already returns yearly to the 
exchequer a postal revenue of $200,000. The line consists of a 
fleet of eight Screw Steamships, each 300 feet in length, and are &om 
1800 to 2500 tons burden. They are all Clyde-built ships. As a 
line they havebrought no discredit on the name,and individually, they 
are noted, for their splendid accommodation, their sea worthiness, 
and their fast sailing qualities. Their speed in smooth water is 
from 11 to 13 miles an hour, and even in a heavy sea, and with a 
head wind, they seldom fall short of 8 miles an hour. 

The returns made to the Provincial Parliament in 1859, ex- 
hibit the speed of the Canadian line of steamers, as follows* 
Average passages Westward 11 days and 5 hours : average passages 
Eastward, 10 days and 10 hours. The quickest passage West- 
ward, made by the Hungarian in 9 days 14 hours. The quickest 
passage Eastward by the Anglo-Saxon in 9 days 5 hours. During 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



298 RAPID TRANSPORT^ [CHAP. 

the same year the Cunard line of steamers to Boston averaged 
West-ward 12 days 19 boors ; East-ward, 10 days, 15 hours. 
The distance &om Boston to Liverpool is 2823 miles ; from 
Quebec to Liverpool by the Strait of Belleisle 2583 miles. It 
. thus appears that the Canadian steamers maintained an average 
speed of 9^ miles an hour, during the entire season of the St. 
Lawrence navigation. The Cunarders average lOJ miles per hour, 
during the same months, namely from April till November. 

The quickest passage on record across the Atlantic was made by 
the ''Persia" of the Cunard line. In 1858, that ship made a 
passage from New York to Liverpool in 8 days, 22 hours, 23 
minutes. The distance is 3013 miles, giving an average speed of 
over 14 miles an hour. 

In 1860, there were twelve different lines of steamers, plying 
across the Atlantic, forming together a fleet of nearly 50 steamships 
ranging in tonnage from 1800 to 5,000 tons each, an d affording 
almost daily communication between England and America by 
steam. The total number of passangers conveyed Westward by 
these steamers was 55,480 ; Eastward 27.597 : in all 83,077. Of 
this number the Canadian line alone conveyed 8,637 passengers. 

The projector of the- Orniard line was preferred to the rank of 
a baronet of the United Kingdom, under the title of '' Sir Samuel 
Cunard," in recognition of his enterprize in facilitating communi- 
cation between England and the United States. We see no reason 
why, the equally spirited individual, who originated and so success- 
fully sustained the Canadian line, plying between Britain and one 
of her own Colonies, should not in like manner be dubbed " tSir 
Hugh Allan.'* 

This Chapter nautical, would be incomplete without some allu- 
sion to the " Oreat Eastern,'* that eighth wonder of the world 
which lately visited our shores. This Leviathan steamship, possess- 
es a combination of features so entirely novel, in the art of naval 
Architecture, as to render her incomparable with any other vessel 
afloat; and as no one can fully realize her magnificent proportions 
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without a personal inspection, we may say that she is indescribahle. 
The Great Eastern differs from all other steamships in three par< 
tioulars, viz., in size, in the method of construction, and in the 
arrangement of her motive power. 

Her length is 692 feet, breadth of beam 83 feet, her depth 58 
feet, and her actual capacity is 27,000 tons measurement. Let 
us suppose that we could divide the iron tube of the Victoria 
bridge into 9 equal parts, place them side by side, in a pile three 
deep and three tiers in height, we should have a mass of iron work, 
somewhat similar to the interior of the Great Eastern, precisely of 
the same length and depth, but only a little more than one half of 
her width. The weight of the tubes is about 8,250 tons : that of 
the Great Eastern with her machinery, 12,000 tons. 

The Great Eastern differs in construction from every other 
ship in as much as she is built with double sides just as if one iron 
ship were placed within another, the inner and the outer hulls 
being of equal strength. The intervening space of two feet is di- 
vided longitudinally and transversely into a vast number of cellular 
apartments ; this arrangement of the hull imparts immense strength 
to the ship, and her sides thus constructed are computed to be of 
equal strength, as though they were of solid iron, two fi^t in 
thickness : another advantage claimed is that in event of the outer 
surface being damaged by collision or otherwise, the only result 
would be that a few small cells would be filled with water, while 
the safby of the ship would not be in the least endangered. In 
addition to this she is divided internally into a great many water- 
tight compartments, any one or two of which might be filled with 
water, without detriment to the rest of the ship. 

Her strength has already been put to the severest test, by an 
explosion which occurred in her hold, during her trial trip. The 
force of that explosion, was sufficient to have sent any other vessel 
to the bottom, yet the Great Eastern kept on her way, as though 
nothing had happened. The Great Eastern is propelled by paddle 
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wheels at the sides, and also by a screw at tiie st^B ; in this she 
differs also from all other steam ships. 

She is provided with eight steam engines, fonr of which work 
the paddle wheels and fonr, the screw ; together working up to a 
nominal force of nearly 10,000 horse power : the boilers are heated 
by 112 furnaces which consume daily, while on a vogage, 250 
tons of coal. 

The Great Eastern was commenced at Milwall upon the Thames 
in 1855, and in 1857 she was ready for launching. No such load 
had ever before slid down the ways of a ship yard, and every pre- 
caution, and applianoe, that science could suggaet, were adopted 
to ensure success. Correspondingly great was the disappointment, 
when '' in the presence of Princes and savans, and an immense 
multitude of eager spectators, who had assembled to witness the 
mighty event of Leviathan mshiug like a mountain into the waters 
of the Thames-the iron mammoth like a balky horse refused to obey 
the reins of the driver." It cost no less than $400,000, and con- 
stant labor firom the 2nd November till the 31st January follow- 
ing before she reached her destined element. 

The entire cost of the Oreat Eastern^ when ready for sea, was 
about.$4,000,000. She is fitted to carry 4,800 passengers ; or an 
army of 10,000 men, in a superior manner to any other troop 
ship; in addition to her own crew of 400 men. After several ex- 
perimental trips, and many vexatious delays, the Great Eastern 
finally ventured to cross the Atlantic. She left Southampton on 
Sunday morning the 17th of June, 1860, at 8 a. m. and arrived 
at Sandy Hook off New York at 7.30 a. m. on the morning of the 
28th. The actual period of passage was eleven days, and two 
hours, or, allowing for the difference of time, 10 days 21 hours. 
This speed was less than had been expected of her, it had been 
far surpassed by the Persia. Nevertheless, it was considered 
satisfactory for a first trip. The distance run by Chart was 3242 
nautical miles, the average speed of the voyage 12 knots an hour. 
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the Ughest speed by the log was 14^ knots : the greatest day's nm 
W8U3 333 knots, and the lowest distance in one ship's day 254 knots, 
whioh was on the day defore arriving, when the ship was run slow 
for the purpose of sounding. 

The arrival of the great ship in New York, was hailed with 
immense enthusiasm. She steamed majestically up the bay, 
amidst a fleet of boats of every description, so numerous, that it 
seemed a mystery how she was to get through them. Eort Ham- 
ilton saluted her with a discharge of 14 guns : the first time that 
ever a merchant-vessel had been saluted in America. ^^ To this 
distinguished honor, the Great Eastern responded by stopping, 
and, dipping her ensign, replied gun for gun in a regular and 
seamanlik^ 43tyle." The Great Eastern remained in New York 
nearly two months, where she was visited by great numbers. She 
sailed for New York on the 16th August, called at Halifax, and 
made the run thence to Milford Haven, in 10 days and 4 hours. 
She was '^ gridironed " immediately upon her arrival, and her bot- 
tom thorougly cleaned off and painted. Eepairs and alterations 
involving an outlay «f £28000 stg. being required before she 
eould be pronounced ready for actual service, it was resolved to 
lay her up for the winter — the hands were paid off and the 
great ship was left upon terra firma, a huge, and all but abandoned 
hulk. 

As a steamship she has proved to be sei^worthy and managable. 
As a commercial speculation, as yet, an utter fiulure. What may be 
her future success, or how she is to be employed, no one seems to 
be acute enough to divine. In the meantime she is to be regarded 
as a gigantic experiment, and it is satisfactory to know that the 
problem to be wrought out in her future career, is in good hands 
and wOl yet be solved. We have great faith in the great fhip, 
and firmly believe that her next passage across the Atlantic wiU 
be the &stest on record, and, so soon as her character is established 
as a reliable and fast medium of eommunication, her commercial 
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success will commence, and will be followed up by the building of 
other ships of equal capacity. 

Thb Oband Trunk Railway. — This railway traverses the 
county of Dundas at an average distance of about f of a mile 
from the river St. Lawrence. The section of the road lying be- 
tween Montreal and Brockville was first opened for traffic on the 
17th of November, 1855, and the benefit already derived from it, 
by that part of the country, exceeds all calculation ; indeed it may 
be said to have opened up a new era in its existence. Brought, 
at all seasons of the year, within easy access of Montreal, Boston, 
New York, Ottawa, Toronto, and the west, a ready cash market 
was at once afforded for every description of produce the county 
had to spare. Facilities for transacting business attracted numbers 
to the vicinity of the railway dep6st, and opposition, the life of 
trade, came to the relief of the farmers who had previously been 
compelled to barter with a few old foggies upon their own terms. 
The travelling community too, experienced a relief that none may 
know who have not toiled the live-long day through mud and mire, 
knee deep, to reach their county town. 

The Grand Trunk Bailway was completed and informally opened 
for traffic, throughout its entire length, on the 17th of December, 
1859. The simultaneous completion of the Victoria Bridge, and 
of a branch line from Port Huron to Detroit, at the extreme west- 
ern limit of the road, opened, as it were, the sluice gates of com- 
merce, which instantly rolled in like a flood. Not many days after, 
trains laden entirely with bales of cotton from Louisiana, and 
others with flour from Chicago, and pork from Cincannati, were 
passed through the iron tube, two miles in length, on their route 
to England. Since then the business of the road has steadily- 
increased, the amount of freighting business, during winter especi 
ally, being frequently controlled only by the want of rolling stock 
to transmit it. This, one of the most extensive railway under- 
takings in the world, is 1112 miles in length, and was built at a 
cost of £10,000 sterling per mile, excluding the Victoria Bridge, 
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the estimated price of which alone was, ia round numbers as fol- 
lows :— 

For the approaches and abutments $1,000,000 

For the masonry in the piers between the abutments* 4,000,000 
For the wrought iion tubular superstructure 2,000,000 

Total $7,000,000 

This sum was afterwards reduced to $6,000,000, but subse- 
quently, in consequence of a bonus of $300,000 paid to the con- 
tractors for having finished it one year in advance of the time 
agreed upon, the estimate cost of the structure came to be about 
$6,300,000.* 

The entire cost of the Grand Trunk Railway, in construction, 
has thus been about sixty two milliona ofdollara I need we express 
surprise that this great enterprise, is financially, in a state border- 
ing upon utter bankruptcy. The wonder is to see it there at all. 
It is truly astonishing that English capitalists who had but recently 
recovered from the effects of the railway Tnania at home, should 
so soon have relapsed into their besetting sin abroad. In so far 
as Canada is concerned, this magnificent railroad has been con- 
structed at an outlay immeasurably disproportionate to the 
resources of the province. A much' cheaper road, and much less 
of it might have been constructed with the/oiw millions of dollars 
of Canada money swallowed up in the Grand Trunk, and would 
really have been more advantageous to all concerned. That it will 
ultimately become a paying enterprize, cannot for a moment be 
doubted, else, the oft expressed prediction of the future greatness of 
Canada, reasonably grounded upon its past progress, must be 
hopelessly falsified. If an economical and judicious system of 
management is now introduced and persevered in, the generation 
of stock-holders who shall succeed the present,will most likely reap 
all the advantages anticipated by the reckless and over sanguine 
capitalists of the present day. 

* Glance at the Yictoria Bridge by 0. Legge. 
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There are two staticms of tbe Grand Trunk Railroad in Dundas, 
vis., Williamsburgh and Matilda. In the neighborhood of each 
thriving villages are growing up apace; MorrUbwrgh near the 
former, and Iroquois adjoining the latter, whose combined railway 
freight traffic for 1859 was 2202 tons. Williamsburgh is distant, 
by rail, from Montreal 92 miles, from Ottawa City 70, and from 
Toronto 241 miles. The fares by first class, respectively, are, 
$3, $2.40, and $8. Iroquois lies 7 miles to the west of Morris- 
burgh. The station buildings at both places are first class, of 
handsome external appearance, being built of dressed stone and 
covered with slate. The station masters,Messrs. Purkis and Fell, 
are deservec^y esteemed for their urbanity to the public, and their 
faithfolness to their employers. 

Benjamin Chaffsy and William Elliot were the contractors for the 
road throughout Dunda^ county. Mr. Chaffey subsequently took 
an extensive contract on the Victoria Bridge, where his extraor- 
dinary mechanical talents found scope for their full development. 
" The ingenuity which he brought to bear upon his work, showed 
him to be a man of rare genius. He had also acquired the reputa- 
tion of being a most skilful mechanic, and what was of still greater 
consequence, had won universal confidence and esteem, for the 
probity which always characterised his dealings." * The steam 
traveller invented by him, and afterwards used by the other con- 
tractors, is described as one of the most wonderful inventions of 
the age ; by means of it huge blocks of ston^e weighing twenty tons 
and upwards, were picked up and handled with the greatest of ease 
and precision, the whole machinery being under the control of an 
intelligent boy. Mr. Chaffey built one half of all the masonry of 
the bridge, besides a large portion of the coffer dams, tube staying, 
and other works connected with its construction. He earned for 
himself the " golden opinions " of his employers, and, in addition 
to that, the substantial reward due to his merit— ^an independant 
fortune — ^which the people of Dundas wish him long life to enjoy. 

«Legge. 
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For many years lie resided among us, and was ever conspienons 
for his public spirit and generosity, no less esteemed for his 
unassuming manners, than his unostentatious christian worih. 
He now resides in Brockville. He was nominated as a candidate 
for Legislative Council honors by the liberal party of the St Law- 
rence electoral division in 1858, but retired from the field in favor 
of Dr. Brouse of Prescott, who lost the election. We have no 
doubt that the seclusion of private life, was, to Mr. Chaffey's 
naturally retiring disposition, infinitely more preferable than the 
highest Legiislative honors that could have been conferred upon 
him. 
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Reminiscences. — The mound of Williamsburgh.— Earlj Methodist Mis- 
sionaries. — The first Oonrert. — The luke-warm Lutheran. — Record 
of the Graye-yard. — Eccentricities. — Perpetual motion.— NotcI 
Windmill. — ^Early mills in Dundas.— Auld acquaintance. 

Ab the writer has resided but a few years in the Connty of 
Dundas, he cannot draw upon his own memory for such materials 
as are properly designated reminiscences. His limited intercourse 
with the old settlers added to his disinclination to draw upon his 
imagination, doubtless deprives the youthful reader of many inte- 
resting and humorous anecdotes "founded upon fact," which 
might otherwise have been introduced in this chapter. What he 
now offers has come to his hand &om various sources, and to his 
mind has every appearance of truth. The reader must however 
judge for himself, " the tales we tell as they were told tons," and 
they are not without interest as illustrating the early history of the 
county. 

The Mound of Williamsbttbqh. — The following was com- 
municated to us by a clergyman, ap old resident of the county. 

" When the first settlers took possession of the front part of 
lots numbers thirty and thirty-one in the fifth concession of Wil- 
liamsburgh, they discovered there in the dense forest the remains 
of one of the tumuli, which abound in the peninsula of Canada, 
but here are seldom met with. The wall of ciroumvaUation of this 
mound was found on the southern bank of the eastern branch of 
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the Fritz-Marklie ereek an said lots near the bridge at tbe so called 
unfinished mill in that loealiiy. 

The endosiire oowred an area of three or four acres of land ; 
the waH was about ei^teen inches high, and in the form of a 
senuNsirole, obviously marked out the spot chosen for a camp. 

The settlers found trees growing on this wall of earth, who0e 
ages must bare been about two hundred years or m(»*e. In 
ploughing the ground inside of the wall several skulls, some pieces 
of coarse earthenware, and a quantity of decayed parched maise 
were found. Altogether there have been found here six edbilis ; 
the bones of the cranium appeared to the settlers to have been twice 
as thick as that bdionging to Europeans. They were surmised to 
have been Indian skulk, and were interred upon some less ire- 
quented spot on lot thirty-one. 

Within Ihis endosure frequently has the absorbing love <tf 
money been evidenced in eager nocturnal searches for imagined 
hidden treasures, bat we are not aware that the diggers have had 
iheir cujAdity gratified in any instance. In 1830 the mound was 
still distinctly visible, but since 1833 when that part of these lots 
was permanently put under cultivation, almost every vestige of 
this ancient camp has vanished from the sight of the passing tr^ 
vdler. No doubt if a proper search were undertaken perhaps even 
at this day, other skulls and relics of the olden time might here be 
foTind. 

Who built this mound? For what purpose was it built? On 
these themes and others equally interesting connected with the 
generatton of past ages in Canada, history is silent." 

Early Methodist Missionaries and Conyrrts. — The 
habits and address of the early Methodist Missionaries in Canada 
were quite in unison with the characteristics of its inhabitants and 
lifaeir ministrations were none the less acceptable to their heanem 
that they were conducted in a simple, bold, and at times ecoentrie 
manner. Mr. Carroll in his observations upon " Methodism past 
and present," gives some graphic illustrations of the eustoms of 
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pastors and people in its early days. " It was osoal," be says, 
<^ for the missionary to travel on horseback or on foot to tbe remo- 
test settlements. Alighting at the door of an isolated log dianty 
he commonly entered it with the salntation, " Peace be to this 
house ;" he would then intimate that he wished the neighbors ta 
assemble in that house the followiDg morning. 

The young members of the family would forthwith spread them- 
selves out in different directions and make the novd announce- 
ment which was usually well responded to. Nathan Bangs' first 
meeting for religious worship is thus described, — " at the time 
appointed the house was filled, the Missionary rose up — ^told the 
people who he was, what he was, and the nature of his errand, 
concluding in the following manner. ^^ I am a Methodist preacher, 
and my manner of worship is to stand up and sing, and to kneel 
in prayer : then I stand up and take a text and preach, while the 
people sit on their seats. As many of you as see fit to join in this 
method can do so, but if not, you can choose your own method* 
He gave out his hymn — ^they all arose, he keeled in prayer, they 
all without exception did the same. They then took their seats. 
He stood up and gave out his text. ^' Repent ye, therefore, and 
be converted, that your sins may be blotted out when the times of 
le&eshing shall come from the presence of the Lord." His s^mon 
ended, he then said, " All you who wish to hear any more sue* 
preaching, rise up," when every man, woman, and child stood up. 
An appointment was then made for another meeting in the same 
place, and they were dismissed with the benediction. ^ 

The first convert to Methodism in Dundas County was as we 
also learn from Mr. Carroll made under the following circumstan- 
ces. ^^ The first house which Losee entered in Matilda was that 
of one Mr. Wright a renegade Baptist. He introduced himself 
to the good wife as a Methodist Preacher." (a what ? we can fancy 
her exclaiming), '^ and asked if she would not like to have preaching 
in her house ; to which she replied that she would, as she could 
not understand the Germans. She ran to the bam to call her 
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husband, and told him that there was a Methodist in the house. 
He expressed his surprise, and wished to know " how he looked," 
to which she replied that ^^ he looked like another man, but Ihat 
he wanted an arm," The preacher stopt to dinner, made an appoint- 
ment to preach in the house on a certain day, and kept his word. 
Upon that occasion Mrs. Wright was awakened and became great- 
ly concerned for the salvation of her soul. She spent the live long 
night in prayer and watching ; for, as she expressed it, " she was 
afraid of being in hell before morning." The husband was less 
visibly affected, but the arrow of conviction had pierced him too. 
He went to the barn to pour out his soul in prayer to God. She 
literally fell upon her face on the floor, and " poured out strong 
cries and tears," suddenly a flood of light and joy broke in upon 
her soul, she sprang upon her feet crying out to her eldest daughter 
to run immediately for her father. She ran instantly and found 
him just getting out of the manger, where he had been at prayer. 
" Oh daddy, come quick, I never saw mamma look so before in my 
life," said the child. The husband and wife met at the door, and 
embracing each other glorified Gk)d with a loud voice. Af^r 
walking accross the floor several times hand in hand in inexpressi- 
ble rapture, away they flew like lightning to neighbor Doran's, 
and told them what the Lord had done for them. The woman 
was preparing for breakfast, but no sooner had she seen them and 
before they had spoken a word discovering their unusual and 
heavenly appearance, she threw herself into a chair, and began to 
weep bitterly on account of her sinful state. The husband who 
was smoking in the chimney corner, threw down his pipe and be- 
gan to cry to Gk)d. They both bound themselves under a promise 
which was often made in those days, that they would not eat, 
drink, nor sleep till Qod should liberate their souls ; and as the 
story runs the man obtained liberty that night, and the woman 
soon after." 

The abrupt and enthusiastic declamations of the missionaries, 
seems to have had a corresponding effect upon the minds of their 
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ooarerts ; and in imitation of their teachers, they were wont to up- 
braid their unbelieving ndghbors, for their faithless and God-less 
Uves. All minds were not, however, alike susceptible. of impres- 
sion by the new doctrines, and then as now, the missionaiies had 
to eontend with opposition. This was manifested by pointing the 
Suger of soorn, calling opprobrious names, and, it is said in some 
instances, by throwing stones at the preacher, setting the dogs on 
his horse, and '^ hurrahing " for the Methodists. Others again 
ridiculed them in a quieter way. 

A Methodist meeting had been held in a certain neighborhood, 
when a certain Lutheran had been stricken with a sense of hh 
evil ways, had rdated his experience, and was admitted into the 
number of the faithful. He had occasion soon after to visit the 
blacksmith near by. Yulcau was a Lutheran too : brother A. h^ 
Jieving that he waB not in the right way, set himself to work in 
earnest to convert him to his new faith. A long discussion en- 
sued, the Methodist waxed warm, and plied his adversary with 
arguments loud and long : the inexorable blacksmith remained afl 
cool as a cucumber. With a sad countenance the Methodist took 
leave of him, commiserating the impenitenoe and lack of faith of 
this luke-warm Lutheran. Pointing to the river St. Lawrence, 
there a mile wide, he said, ^' as for me, now that I have got re- 
ligion in real earnest, my faith is so strong, that I should not fear 
\o walk across that river, were it necessary, even as Peter walked 
to the Saviour on the BesJ* With this exposition of his faith, lie 
left the blacksmith to his meditations. 

A few weeks after this, in the course of business, brother J^ 
had occasion to cross the river to the Ameriean side — ^he had no 
canoe of his own, but the blacksmith was a good neighbor, and 
had a good canoe, which he had often borrowed before, aooordo 
ifigly to the smith's he went, and nothing doubting, xequested the 
loan of his canoe. Our blacksmith was a wag in his way, and to 
the civil and neighborly request, he replied at once, and empha- 
tically, ^^ no sirree T' The oth^ looked at him in amazemyoit, and 
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hegun to think over in his own mind what oooasion of offsnce he 
had given hinu '^ Sncely yon will not refuse to lend me your 
osinoe." '^6ii£fl8 so/' said the smith; ^^what do ye want it 
fiarf" " Why, to go over the river to be sure," " What I" 
aereamed ont the UadkfiBnith, *^you want my oanoe to go over the 
rirer! didn't yon teil me jest tother day, that yon had Mth 
enough to walk right straight acrost that 'ere river, dry shod, 
withoni a-sinkin! No sirreef I dont lend my canoe to any 
seoh men. I want jest to see you try that 'ere caper, you made 
your brags about, I don't believe in a man havin great £dth one 
day, and a being a-scared the next." &ow the interview termi« 
nated we are not informed, no doubt, however, brother A. was a ' 
Ettk iQoro cautions in futuxe, in representing the measure of his 
&ith. 

The Gbayb YARD.-^One odid wint^ morning the writer 
strolled into the burying ground in Williamsburgh, close to which 
had stood the first Protestant Church in Canada. His attention 
about that time being directed to the history of the old church, it 
occurred to him that the statements he had received, might find 
some confirmation in the record of the grave yard ; but he sought 
in vsdn ; a number of apparently old graves were there, but the 
headstones were chiefiy modem, nearly all of them of white mar- 
ble, carved and lettered in nearly every variety of siyle. Most of 
them bore the name of " Flynn," the Morrisburgh sculptor, who 
during the last few years has done a thriving business in thus 
perpetuating the names of passing generations, which, but fpr his 
chisel, had dropped into the grave '' unlettered and unsung.'' The 
custom of inscribing high sounding epitaphs upon the tombstones 
of departed friends, is becoming yearly less prevalent, and al- 
though in many cases a few lines of some favorite hymn are still 
aflSilLed, tiiere is generally little more recorded than ike name, Hke 
date of the birth, and death of the deceased. Occasionally we find 
a 4«ig9errecHbype likeness of the person while living, set into ^ 
marUe fliab, the custom is an American one. 
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A few old and rudely carved dark gray limestone slabs were 
here and there scattered over the ground, but so marred by flie 
severe frosts of oft repeated Canadian winters, that no vestige of 
inscription could be found on them. Our attention was directed 
to a group, said to contain some old stones in a retired comer of 
the grave yard ; the oldest of them was bent over nearly to the 
ground, and held fast in that position by the frost ; nothing could 
be learned from it beyond the fact that an inscription of some 
kind was chiselled upon its under side. In the ensuing summer 
we repaired to it again, with crowbar and spade in hand, and in 
mood akin to Old Mortality, raised the old stone to its original 
position ; the inscription was somewhat elaborate, and far from 
legible, and it was with no small degree of interest we deciphered 
the sorrowful lament of a devoted husband, over the grave of a 
youthful and beloved wife. Thus it ran : — 

To the memory of K&tj, 
wife of John Starnes. Married 
y* 8th Nove™., 1785. she lived nine Years, five Months, and 
eleven Days with him. Was laid on a bed of Sickness four 
days and a half, she departed this life y^ 3rd April, 1795. 
Aged 27 Years, six Months, and eighteen Days. 

Near this stone remains the mortal Part 

Of her who once delighted every Heart, 

How good she was, and what her virtues were, 

Her guardian angel can alone Declare. 

Rest precious dust, till heaven thy worth Reveal, 

Thy judge will publish what thy friends Conceal. 

The stones adjoining this were of more modem erection, and 
their inscriptions quite l^ble. One was '' In memory of the late 
Harriet Delisle, daughter of Margaret and David Delisle, late Rec- 
tor of Christ's Church Montreal. Who departed this life October 
8th 1791.'^ Next to this was one inscribed ^' To the memoiy of 
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the Hon. Jolin Monroe, Esq. One of his Majesty's Legislatiye 
Coancil of Upper Canada, formerly Captain in the King's late 
Royal Regiment of New York, who died the 27th of October 1800 
aged 72 years. Close by these, are the graves of the Revds. Messrs. 
Swerdfeger and Weagant, formerly Ministers of Williamsbnigh 
Church, the brief inscription on the head-stone of the latter we 
have already given. No lettered stone records the virtues of the 
other, but his memory is embalmed in the hearts of the few old 
Lutherans who lived in his time. 

Eablt Mills, and Eooentrioitibs. — The XJ. E. Loyalists 
were not without their eccentricities. Old Jacob Coons was a 
queer coon. An ingenious self taught mechanic, he delighted in 
nothing more than in exercising his handicraft. Generous in dis- 
position, and the friend of every body, he was frequently to be 
found gratuitously employed, at the building of a Church, a mill, 
or a barn, merely that he might have a hand in it, and be in the 
way of learning something. His desire to be in this way usd^y 
employed, was only exceeded by his delight at building '^ castles 
in the air." 

At a very early period of the settlement, he conceived the plan 
of, and actually built, a grist mill, upon an entively novel principle. 
He had observed, that the mills driven by the stream of the St. 
Lawrence, were frequently interrupted by the rise and fall of the 
river, caused by sudden changes of wind, &c. To remedy this, he 
proposed to himself another plan, and erected a mill at some dis- 
tance in the interior, which should alike be independent of the 
fluctuations of the river, and the caprices of the wind. The new 
mill, it was true, was to be somewhat costly, and its machinery 
rather complicated, but, the advantage of working the year round, 
without intermission, sunshine or rain, windy weather and calm, 
could not be overestimated. 

The mode of propulsion was mysterious and original, and had 
been kept a profound secret &om the inquisitive and we may add, 
the incredulous ' public. Its motive power, waa in two words 
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^ Pefpehuil MotwfC* ! O^er a deep weD, was plaoed a lajege vafaer 
wheel ; orer Hie vhed a pump, to be worked bj the wheel, and to 
diBeharge into its bnekets, water from the well/ wluyeh, having 
tamed the wheel, wiub again to have been turned into tbe wdl, 
and ao on o^ infinUvm, We need eearoelj add iihat the prc^eotr 
wmB a £dkixe, tiiough it baffied the skill of its projector to tell Hie 
MBSon why. It stood fox many a day, a monument of its builder's 
ingennity and diaappointm^it, and was seen and eizamined by ' 
many still Hying in the county. Jaoob Goons wba not the only 
eoe whose hopes had been similariy bb^ted. The theory of per- 
petual motion has engaged the life-time of many an aspiring me^- 
dianioal genius, aad not till recently has it be^i concfaisiYeljF 
demonBtrated to be an impossibility. 

Our hero formed noe^Eception to the tendency of minds like 
his, when baffled in one mode of procedure to fly off at once to the 
oppoate extreme. Hifl first mill had too much complicated ma^hi- 
nezy. His second, should have none at ally and supeirsede for ev^ar 
aU the gearing, spur and cog wheels of antediluvian nullwzights* 
It was to be driven by the free winds of heaven. 

To effeet his purpose, he greeted an octagonal building of about 
fourteen feet in height, and tUrty-six feet in diameter. In the 
oenti^e of this bmlding, itn excavation of two or three &et in depth 
was made, and in this was i^aeed the nether miU stone. The 
iipper stone received through its centre a wooden shaft, which 
extended perpendkukrly to the top of the building, and passing 
through a circular hofe in the tie-beam was free to torn in any 
direction. This shafib, having been morticed to receive the requisite 
number of horiiKMital arms, was equipped With wings, stmilajr 
to &e fan4)oard8 of a fanning-mill. Eight openings were made, 
pne en each aide, theentire height (£ the building, to eac^ of which 
was attached a door upon hinges. Thus the grist} m^l W9e 
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arms of his required no Alteration of podtion to ffuit the bveease ; 
all that was required to ensure success, was, that the wind f^oidd 
blow, no matter from wha4i quarter. He. took advantage of the 
first stiff breeze to start the mill. Opening the lee 4oor first, bo 
sooner had he opened the opposite one,' than the stone began to 
revdve, the wings of course moying at a much higher velocity. It 
is said that he actually succeeded in grinding wheat with this 
paragon of simplicity — ^but " plague on it," when he had wheat 
to grind, the wind refused to blow. It is said too, but we will not 
«take our veracity on't, that upon one occasion, during the excki^ 
meat of starting it, he was cau^t fast by one of the wings, and 
swept round and round the building, narrowly escaping with his 
life, at one of the open doors. If we have been rightly infonned, 
4he mill stones remained many years in Hkm place, even after the 
building was removed. It must have been neariy on the side of 
the steam saw-mill at Iroquois. 

In 1818 ihe first grist and sawt^mills were put in operation, in 
the Township of Mountain, on the North branch, and nearly at 
the same time, another, in South Mountain on the Nation Biver* 

Armstrong's Mills in Winchester, were commenced by two bvo- 
thers named Merckley in 1825. As a raising bee could not be 
conducted in those days without the Uquor^ the two young men 
repaired to Waddington, purohased a barrel of whiskey, and set 
tiut on their return in a canoe. Whejther or not before starting, 
they had too freely ^^preed" the eontentsof the cask, doesJM>t 
now appear, but by some mishap the canoe upset in nud-dtream, 
the whiskey barrel rolled into the river, and both the you»g mm 
were drowned. Thus too literally and unfortunately was fUffiimr 
l^ed the common saying of having " drowned tibe miUer." 

About the same time one Martians Cafiselman, built an eiMsel- 
lent grist-mill with fuliing-miU attached, at Mariatown on the 
Eapid du Plat^ driven by the stream. Shortly after ita constrvMi- 
taon, the f<»rwarders prosecuted him for obstructing the navigatiosu 
Being of a hasty disposition^ and greatly averse to litigatio9, he 
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tore it down in fit of passion, left the country, and took np his 
abode in " the land of liberty." He there erected another stream- 
mill, betwixt two islands, opposite Cook's tavern, and at the same 
time embarked in mercandle business. He was careless of mo- 
ney, and believing every one to be as honest as himself, he never 
thought of urging any body to pay his debts. After years of trad- 
ing, as may be supposed, he acquired a great run of business, and 
soon accumulated a large amount of outstanding accounts. To his 
great surprise he received scarcely any payments at all : at length, 
he thought he would call and see a few of his old customers, and 
satisfy himself what the prospect was. It now appeared that being 
of a migratory turn, they had nearly all moved, " off West." His 
indignation knew no bounds, he denounced them as a parcel of 
thieves and vagabonds, and declared he would stay no longer in a 
country, whose people were so dishonest as to withhold payment 
of their just debts. 

Accordingly he returned to Canada, fmd settled down among 
his friends. He attained a good old age, and we may add from 
personal knowledge, that a more honest and upright man or one 
more respected by his neighbors, never lived in the county than 
Martinus Casselman. 

" Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 
And never brought to mind." 

There resided in the county an old lady and gentleman " of 
the olden time," a widow and a widower ; the former 87 years of 
age, the latter 83. The old lady had been in her young days, 
wonderfully active and industrious, had raised a large family, and 
is reputed to have been the ''smartest" woman of her time. 
She had from childhood been healthy and robust, and reached the 
goal of three score years and ten, before it could be said, that the 
woes of age had overtaken her. From that period the hardships 
of early liife told upon her constitution, and she gradually declined 
in bodily strength and mental vigor until she became quite childish 
and oblivious to all that was past. She has now gone to her rest. 
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The other possesses still, all the vivacity and intelligence of 
youth. He has a di&tinct recollection of the advent of the first 
settlers to the county, and has been an attentive observer of the 
prominent occurrences that have transpired in it, from that time 
till the present. A warmer-hearted man does not breathe. 
More for him we cannot say, than that he is the type of that 
genuine U. E. Loyalist character, which elsewhere we endeavored 
to delineate. 

The lines which we have placed at the head of this sketch, were 
never more forcibly brought to mind, than while listening to the 
recital of the affecting circumstances, under which these two aged 
U. B. Loyalists, met, after a separation of many, many years. 

In days long gone by, their parents resided near to each other, 
and the little boy and girl attended school together. Time rolled 
on — ^the little boy became a lad of seventeen, and she, a buxom 
lass of one and twenty. A finer girl could not be, at least so 
thought our hero who about this time, it has been said, made her 
the offer of his heart and hand: but she had '^ big feeling,'' and 
wouldn't marry a beardless boy, so much younger than herself; 
so his suit fell to the ground, and what was worse than all, his fair 
one was ere long wed to another. He too, was shortly afterwards 
married, and removed to another part of the township. What 
with constant occupation at home, and the distance between them, 
they came to be old man and woman, widower and widow, scarcely 
seeing each other in the interval. A short time since, hearing 
that the old lady was very poorly, the old gentleman resolved that 
he would go down and see her once more. She was informed 
that her old friend was in the house, and would like to see her. 
She heeded not. The old man entered her room, and took a seat 
beside her ; for some minutes she gazed upon his once familiar 
features with a vacant stare. At last something in the tones of 
his voice arrested her wanderings thoughts. The key that had 
so long locked up every remembrance of the past, seemed to have 
turned in the chambers of her mind, and she became for the time 
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per&etly eDABOidUs and ratiottd. The; waimlj mnbraeed eaich 
oUMTy and the aged couple conversed for hoimi togeth^ upon old 
tc^ica, with ihe greatest enthusiasm. Big tears coursed dawi» 
thecr BOW fiirravred ehedcs, as they spoke of the days of '^ aald 
lang syiie/' when they had lived and loved together. Though not 
hand in hand, they had '' oUmb '' the hill of life— they had both 
leaehed the gumodt and were now ^' met thegither at the foot." 
The meeting of these two hearts, whose natural warmth ike 
snows of foursoore winters had not extinguished, was an affecting 
sight, and touched the surrounding friends, $b nothing had ever 
done before. 

How mysterious ! How incomprehenMUe is the mind of man I 
No sooner had the old man taken leave of her, than the pleaeing 
secoUection of the scenes of childhood^ which his presence had 
recalled, vanished from her memory. She relapsed into her 
wonted imconscious reverie, and not the most earnest assuranee 
of her firiends could convinoe her afterwards, ttiat the interview 
had ever taken place. 
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Visit of His Kotal HiQHitBss "rnt Pbinob op Walus to 

Can ABA. 

Lord^Iet War's tempest <ieas'e, 
Fold the whole Earth in paace 

Under thy wings ? 
Make all thy nation's one^ 
And hearts beneath the sun^ 
Till thon shalt reign alone 

Great King of Kings. 0. W. HoLitss. 

" It wiD be all tie same one hundred yeafts hence :"— is an ex* 
pression too frequently uttered by inconsiderute and easy going 
men. 

It is precisely one hundred years since an army of eleven thou- 
sand men, embarking on a iotilla of boats that must have covered 
the surface of the St. Lawrence for many miles, swept past the 
unbroken forests which then covered the County of Bundas. Will 
2iny one in the present diay, looking back, say it was all the same 
one hundred years ago ? As we trace the progress and mark the 
improvement of the Province during tihie past hundred years, is it 
not truly marvelloas to contemplate the v»ious changes that Yum 
hurried us rapidly on to the creditable positbn we have already 
attained ? 

Whether We regard Canada in respect of heir natural situatioB, 
her fertility, her unequalled means of iatermd communication, her 
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institntions, ciyil and sacred, or torn to the great public impiore- 
ments that have already been effected, the enterprize of her mer- 
chants and the perseverance of her farmers, it becomes a matter 
of utter impossibility to determine, by any kind of calculation or 
with any degree of certainty, what she will be one hundred years 
hence. 

In 1851 there were eighteen million of acres of land occupied in 
Canada. Of these only 7,300,000 were under cultivation ; 138 
millions of acres of territory were unoccupied and uninhabited. 
If the present ratio of increase continue, the population of the Pro- 
vince at the beginning of next century will have reached nearly 
twenty millions. " The future of Canada," says Mr. Morris " is a 
brilliant one ; a great problem is being wrought out in her history, 
and on review of her immen9e resources, and a glance at her hardy, 
self-reliant population, the mind is irresistibly urged to the conclu- 
sion that her destiny is a grand one, and that on this American 
continent she may yet be destined to play no insignificant part 
among the role of peoples." 

Several circumstances have of late years brought our country 
into public notice. The exhibitions in London and Paris during 
the years 1851 and 1855 respectively, contributed in no small 
degree to force Canada upon the attention of those who knew little 
or nothing of her before. But the recent visit of Victoria's eldest 
son, His Royal Highness, Albert Edward, Prince of Wales, to 
these North American colonies has been the crowning event of all. 

The completion of the Victoria Bridge was deemed a matter of 
sufficient importance to induce both houses of the Canadian Par- 
liament to invite the Queen of Britain to visit the Province in 
p^Bon. State reasons, and we may rely upon it, state reasons 
alone, prevented her from acceding to their request; but a literal 
compliance was approached as nearly as under the circumstances 
was possible. The gracious answer was returned, I will send you 
my son. It was accordingly intimated that the Prince of Wales 
would visit Canada during the summer of 1860, accompanied by 
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His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, Colonial Secretary, the Earl of 
St Germains, Lord Steward of Her Majesty's Household, Major 
General Bruce, His Royal Highness* Governor, Major Teesdale, 
R. A., and Oapt. Grey of the Grenadier Guards, equerries in wait- 
ing, and Dr. Acland, His Royal Highness' physician. 

As soon as this became definitely known the President of the 
United States invited the Prince through the Queen to extend 
his visit to Washington. The following is the letter of invitation, 
and the unostentatious reply of the Queen. 

Washington, June 4th, 1860. 
To Her Majesty Queen Viotobia : — 

" I have learned from the public journals that the Prince of 
Wales is about to visit your Majesty's North American Dominions. 
Should it be the intention of His Highness to extend his visit to 
the United States, I need not say how happy I would be to give 
him a happy welcome to Washington. You may be well assured 
that everywhere in this country he will be greeted by the Ameri-* 
can people in siich a manner as cannot fail to prove gratifying to 
your Majesty. In this they will manifest their deep sense of your 
domestic virtues, as well as their conviction of your merits as a 
wise, patriotic, and constitutional Sovereign." 

Tour Majesty's most obedient Servant, 

James Btjohanan« 

Buckingham Palace, June^22nd, 1860. 

My Good Friend: — 

" I have been much gratified at the feelings which prompted 
you to write to me, inviting the Prince of Wales to come to 
Waflhington. It will give him great pleasure to have an opportu- 
nity of testifying to you in person that these are fully reciprocated 
by him. He will thus be able at the same time to mark the res- 
pect which he entertains for the Chief Magistrate of a great friendly 

V . 
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and kindred nation. The Prinoe of Wales wiU drop idl Boyal 
ii^te on leaving my dominions, and trayel nnder t^ name of Lord 
Benfrew, as he has done when travelling on the continent of 
Europe. The Prinoe Oonsort wishes to be kindly remembered.'' 
I remain ever, your good friend, 

ViOTOftIA R. 



On the morning of the 10th July, I860, the screw line of battle 
ship " Hero,'' 91, with His Royal Highness and suite on board, 
accompanied by the S. Frigate ." Ariadne," 26, left Plymouth 
Sound, and directed their course for the Island of Newfoundland. 

'^ On the evening of the 23rd the '^ Hero " steamed majestically 
into port between the abrupt and lofty headlands, forming the bold: 
and picturesque entrance into the the £dr haven of St. John's* 
The Ariadne followed, and both ships came to their moorings 
amidst the cheers of the inhabitants who lined the houses, wharves, 
and shipping, and amidst the pealing of Cathedral bells, whilst 
flags innumerable fluttered in the breeze." The following day 
at noon the Prince landed, and the dense crowds on shor^ made 
the air resound again and again with their cheers. The Ships of 
war thundered a Royal salute, and bands played the National 
Anthem. The streets were lined with enthusiastic and delighted 
multitudes, and the most perfect order reigned throughout. 

Addresses of welcome were presented to the illustrious visitor ; 
a grand dinner, supper, and ball awaited him at the Government- 
House. Before* leaving, he was presented with a magnificent New- 
foundland Dog, which the Prince received with evident pleasure, 
and named '^ Oabot" in honor of the discoverer of the Island. 

On the- 28th, the Royal Squadron ent^ed the harbor of 
Halifax^ Nova Scotia, and the illustrious visitor received from the 
inhabitants of that hospitable city a welcome, which none whe 
witnessed it can ever forget, and which, for its hearty and unal- 
byed rejoicings^ in some respects at least^ was nowhere surpassed. 
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New Brunswick was next visited, and the tour of the Lower 
Proyinces completed by a call at Prince Edward Island. Leaving 
this, the fleet steamed through the straits of Northumberland) 
croBfflng a portion of the Gulf, first sighted the shores of Canada on 
Sunday the 12th of August,and at sunset entered the Bay of Gasp^. 
Hither the Governor General of Canada and his ministry had 
come to meet the Prince. The Du^ of Newcastle at once went 
on board their steamer, the " Victoria," to visit his Excellency, 
wJk) was invited to breakfast with His Royal Highness the fol- 
bwing morning. About noon the members of the Executive 
Gounoil were introduced, after which, the squadron proceeded up 
the Gulf and came to anchor at the mouth of the Saguenay. 

The weather was cold and rainy, but the Prince and his suite, 
wrapping themselves up in their waterproof coats, went on board 
the Victoria, ascended the river a distance of forty-five miles, and 
there spent two days, admiring the grand and romantic scenery^ 
and amusiug themselves the while with fishings 

On the 18th they arrived before the renowned ^sitadel of Que- 
bec. Their appearance, as the squadron rounded Point Levi, was 
t^ signal for a general salute from the " Nile " and " Valorous ** 
in the harbor, and &om the citadel and batteries on shore. ^^ The 
scene then presented was very .magnificent. Three fine ships of 
war were steaming up, under one of the strongest fortresses in 
the world. Clouds of smoke were enveloping the men of war, and 
capping the lo^y steeps which frown down upon the water. The 
citadel, Durham Terrace, and the roofe of the houses, were black 
with multitudes of people ; the yards of all the ships in port were 
manned by thousands of tars, the wharves covered with specta^ 
tors, and the river was alive with steamers of idl kinds plying to 
and fro." 

A handsome pavilion had been erected on the market-wharf, 
carpeted with crimson, draped with flags and evei^eens, and 
flormonnted by the Boyal standard. Here His Bc^al Highness 
landed and was received by the Governor, -the cabinet mlmsten 
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of Canada (in their new nnifonn, set off with hea^y gold laoe 
trimmings, and wearing swords and cocked hats,) the Mayor, 
attired in silken rohes and attended by the corporation, and the 
English and Oatholic clergy of the city in fall canonicals. The 
Mayor read a lengthy but very excellent address, first in French, 
then in English, to which the Prince replied, and then taking his 
seat in the Governor's carriage, he drove to his Excellency's 
residence. 

On the 21st, the Prince repaired to the splendid apartments 
that had been prepared for him by the Province in the Parliament 
buildings, there to receive the formal greetings of those whose 
real guest he was, the L^islative bodies of Canada. These, 
however, were not the first received at the Levee. The Roman 
Catholic Hierarchy, wearing purple robes and golden crucifixes, 
were first presented. The whole of the bishops belonging to that 
Church' in the Province were present, and were separately intro- 
duced by one of their number : then the Judges of the Superior 
Courts in Lower Canada, in their silk robes and linen bands ; next 
came the members of the Legislative Council and Assembly, who 
i^jspectively presented^ first in English, then in Fren«h, the fol- 
k>wing addresses. 

May kp please Youb Royal HiasNEssy — 

^' We the L^islative Council of Canada in Parliament assembled 
approach your Boyal Highness with renei^ed assurances of our 
attachment and devotion to the person and crown of your Eoyal 
Mother, our bdoved Queen. 

" While we r^ret that the duties of state should have prevented 
our Sovereign from visiting this extensive portion of her vast do* 
minion, we loyally and warmly appreciate Uie interest which he 
Majesty manifests in it, by deputing to us your Boyal Highnes 
as her representative, and we rejoice in common with all hep 
subjeots in this Province at the presence amoqg us of him, iA» 
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